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Prime Minister's Department,
Melbourne, 12th August, 1914.

r rf HE following reports which were received
from the Official Press Representative with

the Australian Forces on the 3rd, 8th, and 10th
August respectively, are published for general in-
formation.

ANDREW FISHER,
Prime Minister.

GABA TEPE (Twenty -one) 25th July. Last
night, at about 10 o'clock, the men in our trench
could hear from across the dark space between
the lines a sound as of somebody speechmaking,
or exhorting the Turks. Afterwards they heard
confused sounds as of cheering; possibly theCrown Prince and leaders were visiting their
lines, or possibly it was connected with the fast of
Ramadan, which is now at its climax.

GABA TEPE (Twenty -two), 30th July. A
Turkish four -gun battery of French seventy -five
millimetre guns, originally captured in transit to
Servia in the Balkan War, opened on us the other
day, and our 8th Battery replied, using only two
guns. The men knew it was essential to keep
a rapid fire going. Presently a shell from the
enemy battery landed right on the shield of one
gun, blowing three men to various corners of theemplacement. Two of them were terriblywounded. One youngster, only twenty years
old, who had the metal driven clean through his
body, insisted to the doctor when the latter
arrived, " Look after the sergeant, sir. I am allright. Well, lads, I am done," he added ; " I
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feel myself sinking, but by gad, you see I am
dying hard." He had the left arm shattered,
the left thigh fractured and the leg torn open
above the knee. The second man died within a
few minutes. His first remark on regaining
consciousness was, " Is the gun all right,
sergeant ?" Part of his back had been blown
away. The sergeant tried to go on fighting the
gun, though he was hit in fourteen different parts
of the body; but another gun crew had imme-
diately jumped in and kept the gun going, and
in a short time silenced the Turkish battery. The
sergeant, when he was helped away, protested.
" Look after the others. I am only scratched."
he said.

GABA TEPE (Twenty- three), 1st August. De-
tails of the incident wherein Jacka obtained the
Victoria Cross are as follows : On 19th May, just
as the sky was beginning to pale, a party of ten
men and a sergeant of the 14th Battalion, whowere holding a short section of trench at
Courtney's Post, found Turks outside the parapet
throwing bombs down into the trench. The
Turks threw about eight bombs. Two Aus-
tralians were killed, four wounded; seven or eight
Turks jumped in and this section of the trench
was for the moment left open. The officer who
went to see the situation was wounded. This officer,
coming back through the communication trench,
said " They have got me. The Turks are in thetrench." Lance - corporal Jacka, who was in the
communication trench, heard this, and imme-
diately jumped from the communication trench
up to the step or bench behind the last traverse
of this section of the fire trench, which had not
yet been reached by the Turks. In doing this he
was exposed for a moment to the Turks' rifles at
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a distance of about three yards. Once behind the
traverse he was sheltered from their fire, provided
no more came over the top of the trench. The
Turks were afraid to come round the traverse.
He held the Turks there for a considerable time
alone. Meanwhile the word had gone back,
" Officer wanted." Lieutenant Hamilton, run-
ning .up the communication trench, could see the
Turks jumping into the trench, and began firing
with his revolver, but the Turks on the parapet
saw the flash and shot him through the head. A
second officer was sent up. As he was just reach-
ing the fire trench Jacka shouted " Look out, sir.
There are Turks in here." The officer asked
Jacka would he charge if the officer got men to
back him up. Jacka said " Yes." The officer's
platoon was following him in the communication
trench. He called for-volunteers. ` ` It's a tough
job. Will you back Jacka up ?" One of the
leading men answered, " It's sink or swim. We
will come, sir," and the leading three went for-
ward. These three men and Jacka were all
Bendigo men. The moment the leading man put his
head round the corner he was hit in three places
and fell back, blocking the trench. The exit to
the trench at this end was now being well held.
Jacka jumped back from the fire trench into the
communication trench. The officer told Jacka
he would hold this exit and give the Turks the
impression that he was going to charge again.
Jacka said he would make his way round through
the communication trench to the -other end of the
fire trench, in rear of the Turks. This plan
worked excellently. The officer's party threw two
bombs and fired several shots into the wall of the
trench opposite them. Jacka made his way
round and at the moment after the bombs were
thrown he reached a portion of the trench just
behind the Turks. The party in front heard the
shots and charged, but when they reached the
trench they only found two Turks crawling over
the parapet, and shot them. There was Jacka in
the trench with an unlighted cigarette in his

mouth and a flushed face. " Well, I managed to
get the beggars, sir," he said. In front of him
was the trench, literally blocked with Turks. He
had shot five and just finished bayoneting the
re-naining two. One of these was only wounded
and was taken prisoner.

The 11th Battalion last night took a Turkish
trench something over a hundred yards long,
from which our trench had been lately annoyed
with bombs. The moon rose at about 10 o'clock.
Just after moonrise, at a given signal we ex-
ploded three mines under this trench, and about
a hundred and twenty men rushed it over the
parapet. The Turks had mostly run for their
lives when the mine exploded, but about thirty
were jammed around the mouth of their com-
munication trench, and held on there. Our men
had jumped into sections of trench on both sides
of this, and from a portion of the trench held
by us a trench ran straight into the Turkish
communication trench, so that no Turk could re-
treat down it without passing the end of this
trench, which we commanded. Our men built a
sandbag wall with a loophole across their end of
this trench, so that the Turkish retreat was made
most dangerous. They then sent for a reserve
of seventy -five men to charge the portion still
held by the Turks. This completely succeeded.
About fifteen men were shot down in the trench,
and another fifteen were mostly shot as they
passed the end of the trench. The Turks shelled
the trench heavily and attacked with bombs
early in the night and towards morning, but we
still hold it securely, though in attacking it we
certainly killed more Turks than our own loss,
probably far more.

A German aeroplane has visited Anzac on seve-
ral days lately. Altogeher it dropped thirteen
bombs and one shower of steel darts. The total
effect since April of aeroplane attacks has been
the killing of one man. They also killed fish,
which were recovered by swimmers and greatly
appreciated.
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