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No. 5 of 1945,

AN ORDINANCE
Relating to Public Health.

E it ordained by the Governor-General of the Commonwealth
of Australia, with the advice of the Federal Executive Couneil, -
in pursuance of the powers conferred by the Northern Territory

Acceptance Act 1910 and the Northern Territory (Administration)
Aet 1910, as follows :— .

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Health Ordinance 1915. gnort titte and

cltation.

R. This Ordinance shall commence on a day to be fixed by the commencement.
Administrator by notice in the Gazette of the Northern Territory.
3. The Health Ordinance 1912 is repealed. Repeal.
4. In this Ordinance, unless the contrary intemtion appears—  Defuitions.

“District Council ” means the District Council for the Palmerston
District in the Northern Territory :

“ Health area ” means any area notified by the Administrator,
by notice published in the Gazetfe, to be an area in which
he considers it is necessary to make or adopt assessments
of all rateable land for the purpose of this Grdinance :

“The Chief Health Officer” means the Chief Health Officer
under this Ordinance :

“The Local Board of Health” means the Local Board of
Health in existence in the Palmerston District at the
date of the making of this Ordinance.

C.10469.
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Unimproved ' .—(1.) The unimproved capital value of land (other thanland held

vene * ag described in sub-section (2.) of this section) is the capital sum which
the fee-simple of the land might be expected to realize if offered for
sale on such reasonable terms and conditions as a bond fide seller
would require assuming that the improvements (if any) thereon or
appertaining thereto and made or acquired by the owner or his pre-
decessor in title had not been made.

(2.) The unimproved capital value of Crown land held under a lease,
under which there is no right of conversion to a freehold, or under
licence from the Crown, under the laws in force in the Northern
Territory relating to the occupation and use of Crown lands, is a sum
equal to twenty times the yearly amount of the rent payable to the
Crown under the lease or licence at the time when the assessment 1
made.

8.—(1.) The Administrator may, subject to the approval of the
Minister, appoint a Chief Health Officer and such other officers for the
purpose of this Ordirance as he thinks fif.

(2.) The Chief Health Officer shall be a legally gualified medical
practitioner. '

{3.) The Chief Health Officer and all other officers of health
appointed by the Governor-General or by the Minister or by the
Administrator before the commencement of this Ordinanee, and
holding office at such commencement, shall be deemed to have been
appointed in pursuance of this Ordinance.

Application %.—(L.) The provisions of the Health Acts 1898 and 1909 of the

Heaith Acts,  State of South Australia and the regulations thereunder shall, subject
to this Ordinance and the regulations thereunder, continue in force
in the Northern Territory until the Administrator publishes a noti-
fication that as regards any health area in the Northern Territory
it is not desirable that they should continue any longer in force in
that health area.

(2.) Upon the publication of such a notification the Acts and regu-
lations n guestion shall cease to be in force in any health area specified
in the notification. '

(3.) During the operation of such provisions and the regulations
thereunder all the powers and functions of the Central Board of
Health and of the Chairman of the Central Board of Health under
the said Acts and regulations shall in relation to the application of
those Acts and regulations to the Northern Territory be vested in
and exercisable by the Administrator.

(4.) Any reference in the said Acts or regulations to the Central
Board of Health or to the Chairman of the Central Board of Health
ghall, in relation to the application of the said Acts and regulations
to the Northern Territory, be read as if it included a reference to
the Administrator.

Boasd of Health 8.—(1.) The Local Board of Health shall, from the date of the

abolished. commencement of this Ordinance, cease to exist, and all its powers
and functions shall, subject to this Ordinance, be transierred to and
vested in the District Couneil.

(2.) All the assets of the Local Board of Health as existing at that
date shall, by force of this Ordinance, be transferred to and vested in
the District Council for the purpose of this Ordinance.

(3.) All liabilities of the Local Board of Health as existing at that
date shall be transferred to and assumed by the District Council.

(4.) All rates owing to the Local Board of Health at the commence-
ment of this Ordinance shall become due to the District Couneil and
the District Council may recover them from the person liable therefor
in the same manner as the local Board of Health might have recovered
them if this Qrdinance had not been made. :

Supervislon of 9. Notwithstanding anything contained in any law of the State

sanlfmtlon by of South Australia, the exercise and performance by the District

- Council of all powers aund functions in relat.on to sanitation (including

the construction, enlargement and alteration of sewers and drains,

and works connected with sewerage and drainage) vested in it by

this Ordinance or by any law of the State of South Ausiralia shall

be under and subject to the direction and approval of the Ad-
ministrator.
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" 10. All land included in any health area, whether the property of what oo
the Crown or not, shall be rateable in pursuance of this Ordinance, rateable land.
except—

(@) 6_0mm0ns, public parks, and public reserves not held under
Iease or licence ;

(b} Sites of cemeteries, public hospitals, benevolent institutions,
and buildings used exclusively for public charitable
purposes ;

(¢) Sites of churches and other buildings used exclusively for
public worship, and free public libraries ;

{d) Unoccupied Crown lands ;

(¢} Lands used for the purposes of any Commonwealth railway ;

() Land belonging to and occupied by or on behalf of the
Commonwealth.

11.—(1.) The Administrator may from time to time cause Assessment of
assessments to be made of the unimproved capital value of each parcel ’
of rateable land in any health area in the Northern Territory.

(2.) The Administrator shall—

(@) cause particulars of the assessment to be recorded in the
office of the Administrator ; and

(b) cause notice of the assessment in respect of each parcel of
rateable land to be given to the oceupier or owner:

Provided that if the land is unoccupied, a nofification of the assessment
may be made by advertisement in a newspaper cireulating within the
Northern Territory.

(3.) Subject to this Ordinance, the record of assessment shall, for
the purposes of this Ordinance, be conclusive evidemce that the
parcel of land specified therein is rateable land, and that the
unimproved capital value specified therein is the unimproved capital
value thereof.

12,—(1.) Tf any person is dissatisfied with the assessmoent of his Appesl from
land he may appeal therefrom in the manner prescribed to the Local pescssments:
Clourt within one month after the date of the notice of assessment.

(2.) The notice of appeal shall set forth the grounds on which the
appellant is dissatisfied with the assessment.

(8.) The fact that an appeal is pending shall not in the meantime

- interfere with or affect the assessment appealed from ; and rates
may be levied and recovered on the assessment as if no appeal were
pending.

(4.) If on hesting the appeal the Court alters the assessment, the
Administrator shall cause corresponding alterations to be made in the
records of the assessment, and shall cause an amended notfice of .
assessment to be given to the owner, and a due adjustment of the rates
paid shall be made, for which purpose amounts paid in excess shall be
refunded and amounts short paid shall be recoverable as arrears. -

13.-—(1.) The Administrator may declare, and cause to be collected, Bealth rates
such health rates as he deems proper for the purposes of this Ordinance, ™7 " *"*
not exceeding in any one year One shilling in the pound of the
assessments made in pursuance of section 10 of this Ordinance.

(2.) The Administrator shall not, in declaring health rates, dis-
criminate between different parcels of land in the same health area,
but nothing in this sub-section shall operate to prevent the Adminis-
trator from declaring different rates for different health areas.

{3.) Notice of the rates made under this Ordinance shall be pub-
lished in the Gazetfe of the Northern Territory, and notice of the
amount payable in respect of the property of each owner shall be given
to each occupier or owner where practicable.

(4.) Notice of assessment and notice of the amount payable in
respect of the rates may be given by the Administrator to the occupier
or owner on one form,

{5.) Rates shall be levied on property as occupied or owned at
noon on the thirtieth day of June immediately preceding the date of
the declaration of the rates.
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Annual charge 14.—1.) The Administrator may, if he thinks fit, make yif —
serviess. respect of sanitary services an annual charge for each 'pan in respect
of which sanitary services are supplied against the occupierior owner

of each house situated in any health area.

X
(2.) The remaining provisions of"this Ordinance with respect to
rates shall, so far as they are capable of being applied, be applied
mutatis mutandis to charges imposed in accordance with this section:®

Collection and 15.—(1.) The amount of any rates declared under this Ordinance
rosovery of  ghall be payable in the first instance by the occupier of the land rated.

(2.) The amount of such rates may also, at the option of the
Administrator, be recovered from the owner of the land rated :

Provided that, except in the case of Crown lands, any amount of
such rates paid by an occupier shall, in the absence of special agreement
to the contrary, be afterwards recoverable by the occupier from the
owner, and any receipt for rates so paid may be tendered to, and shall
be accepted by, the owner in satisfaction, to the extent of the amount
specified in the receipt, of any rent due to the owner.

(3.) The amount of such rates shall be a first charge upon the land
in respect of which it is payable,

(4¢.) The amonnt of the rate shall become due immediately after the
declaration thereof, and shall be payable within the time specified in
the notice of the rate given to the occupier or owner,

{5.) If any rates are not paid within the time specified in the notice
of the rate, there shall be added to the amount, of the rates payable a
penalty of ten per centum on the amount of the rates:

Provided that the Administrator may, in any particular case for
reasons which in his discretion he thinks sufficient, remit the penalty

or any part thereof.

Apportionment 18. When an occupier or owner ceases to be the occupier or owner
%ﬁeré’ﬂ?ﬁpﬁu of the land, in respect of which the rate is made, before the end of the
ooanos to period in respect of which it is made, he shall, as between himself and

oceupy ratesble

o the succeeding oceupier or owner, be liable to pay a portion only of the
rate payable for the whole of the period proportionate to the time
during which he continued to be the occupier or owner, and any person
who 15 the occupier or owner of the land during the remainder of the
period shall be Lable to pay a portion of the rate in proportion to the
time during which he is the occupier or owner ; but the rate in respect
of the land shall continue in force, and payment thereof may be enforced
against the occupier or owner for the time being.as if no change had

taken place in the occupation or ownership.

177. Joint owners of rateable land shall be jointly and severally
liable for the whole amount of the rates due in respect of the land ;
but, as between themselves, each shall only be Liable for the part
of such rates proportionate to the value of his interest in the land.
If any of them pay.to the Administrator more than his proportionate
part as aforesaid he may recover the excess by way of contribution
from the others.

Joint owners.

18. Where rates are due and unpaid in respect of any land within
the Northern Territory, the Administrator, suing in his official name,
may sue for and recover from the person liable therefor the amount
of the rates, together with the penalty due thereon, before a court of
competent jurisdiction.

Baes e 18.—(1.) All rates and charges collected and all penalties and fees
placed 1o levied, imposed, or charged under this Ordinance shall be placed to
st arcount, the credit of a Trusb Account, called the Northern Territory Health -
Rates Account. '
(2.) Moneys standing to the credit of the Northern Territory Health
Rates Account may with the sanction of the Administrator be expended
by the Chief Medical Officer for the purposes of this Ordinance in the
health areas.
(3.) Accounts relating fo the receipt and expenditure of rates in
pursuanes of this Ordinance shall be subject to inspection and audit
by the Auditor-General,
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R0.—(1.) When any rateable land is unoccupied, and the rates in Becovers at
respect thereof have been unpaid for three years, the Administrator usoccupled
may give notice in the Guzeite of the Northern Territory that unless =~
the rates and penalty due thereon in respect of the land be paid within
six months the Adminiatrator will take possession of the land, and may
sell the land.

(2.) The Administrator shall forward by registered post, to the
owner of the land af his last known address, a copy of the Gazefte
containing the notice.

(3.) If the rates and penalty due thereon are not paid at the
expiration of the time specified in the notice, the Administrator
may— .

{a) take possession of the land ;

(6) hold the land against any person ; and

{¢) subject to the provisions of this section, sell the land by
public auction.

(4.) Upon the land being offered for sale by public auction it shall
be sold to the highest bidder unless the price offered—

(a) i8 in the Administrator’s opinion at least thirty-three and
one-third per cent. less than the fair market value of
the land, and

(b} is less than the amount of rates unpaid in respect of the
land, together with any sum due by way of penalty for
non-payment of rates or interest upon the amount of
rates unpaid, and the probable expenses in connexion
with the sale of the land.

(b.) If the land is not so sold 1% shall, from the date upon which it
was offered for sale, by force of this Ordinance be vested in the
Commonwealth and be freed and discharged from all trusts, obligations,
estates, interests, contracts, licences, charges, rates and easements,
to the extent that the legal estate therein, together with all rights
and powers incident thereto shall be vested in the Commonwealth,
and the estate and interest of every person entitled to the land shall be
taken to have been converted into a claim for compensation under the
Lands Acquisition Ordinance 1911.

(6.) The provisions of the Lands decguisition Ordinance 1911 shall,
so far as applicable, apply to the determination of any claim for
compensation under sub-gection (b) of this section, but so that there
shall be deducted from any compensation payable in respect of the
land the total amount due in respect of the matters referred to in
paragraph (b) of sub-section (4), and the remainder of the compensa-

- tion shall be paid over to the person appearing to the Administrator
to be entitled thereto. '

(7.) Tf the land is sold, there shall be deducted from the purchase
money the total amount due in respect of the matters referred to in
paragraph (b) of sub-section (4) of this section, and the remainder shall
be paid over to the person appearing to the Administrator to be entitled -
thereto. ’

21. Notices under this Ordinance may be given by post. " Notioe by

22. The non-sending or non-receipt of any notice shall not affect rye not
the validity of any assessment or rate under this Ordinance, and in 3fected by
any action for the recovery of any rate it shall not be necessary to of notice.
prove the posting or giving of any notice to the owner of the rateable
land.

23. A certificate by the Administrator that any rates in respect certifieste
of any rateable land have not been paid shall be prémd facie evidence ﬂ:.?f;;f

that the rates referred to therein have not been paid.

24.—(1.) All proceedings for offences against the provisions of proceedings
the regulations made under this Ordinance may be instituted and ™ °7°*
prosecuted by any person authorized by the Chief Health Officer
in that behalf, and may be heard and determined in a summary way
by a police or stipendiary magistrate or by two or more justices of
the peace acting as a court of summary jurisdiction.

{2.) An appeal shall lie from any conviction or from the dismissal
of any information or complaint to the local court of full jurisdiction
nearest to the place at which the determination appealed from was
msade, or, at the option of the appellant, to the Supreme Court of
the Northern Territory. '
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g 25. Where in pursuance of a State Act referred to in this Ordi- -

orders. nance or the regulations made thereunder, or of this Ordinance or the
regulations made thereunder, a person is lawfully ordered or directed
to perform any work or do any act or thing, and fails to perform the
work or do the act or thing as and when 8o ordered or directed, the
Chief Health Officer may cause the work to be performed or the act
or thing to be done, and may, suing in his official name, in any court
of competent jurisdiction, recover from the person the expanses
incurred as a debt due to the Crown.

26.—(1.) The Administrator may make regulations prescribing
all matters which are necessary or convenient to be prescribed for
earrying out or giving effect to this Orxdinance or for public health,
safety and convenience, and in particular for sanitation, including the
removal of insanitary conditions and dealing with infectious diseases.

(2.) The regulations may prescribe penalties not exceeding
Fifty pounds for any breach of the regulations.

(3.) All regulations made by the Administrator under this Ordi-
nance shall be notified in the Gazette, and copies thereof shall forthwith
be forwarded to the Minister.

{4.) The Minister may, by notice in the Gazeife, disallow any
regulation, and the regulation shall thereupon cease to have effect.

Dated this twenty-eighth day of July, One thousand nine hundred and
fifteen,

(Signed)  R. M. FERGUSON,
(overnor-General.
By His Excellency’s Command,

(Signed) H. MAHON,
Minister of State for External Affairs.
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