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Prime Minister's Department,
Melbourne, 28th July, 1915.

THE following further reports received on the
23rd and 24th July, 1915, from the, Official

Press Representative with the Australian Expedi-
tionary Force in connexion with the operations of
the Allied Forces on the Gallipoli Peninsula, are
published for general information.

ANDREW FISHER,
Prime Minister.

GABA TEPE (Eighteen), 10th July.Everything
has been well with the Force since 30th June.
Almost all the fighting has been in the southern
area, where the Turks have been making constant
expensive attempts to recapture the positions
gained on 28th June. The Turkish trenches,
which were lately captured there have been found
to be very different from the smelly, insanitary
trenches which we originally found at Gaba Tepe
and on the surrounding hills. The Turkish
trenches are now cleanly swept and sprinkled with
disinfectant.

GABA TEPE (Nineteen), 12th July. This morn-
ing British battleships could be see' n bombarding
the country on the southern horizon, and the news
spread that the Allies were attacking. The same
battleships reappeared late in the afternoon, and

for the first time since we have been established
here the summit of Achi Baba itself was bombarded
until it looked like a volcano, with eight or ten
huge dust clouds rising from it where the great
shells burst. Beyond the skyline could be seen
a regular yellow haze ; the shells, bursting lower
down, coula not be seen from Anzac.. At the
request of the Southern Force, the Australian
troops carried out a demonstration in order to
hold the Turkish troops here. The Light Horse
made a sortie against a ridge held by the Turks.
The actual advance was confined to comparatively
few men ; within ten seconds of the moment when
the men dashed over the parapet two of the
enemy's guns, to the north were on to them.
Shells followed them the whole way out ; at one
time the men were hidden in the dust of shrapnel,
but when the cloud cleared they were seen still
advancing through it as if nothing had happened.
As usual, while advancing, curiously few men
were hit by shrapnel, but when they reached the
allotted ledge and lay down, and the guns from
all sides were turned on to them, casualties came
quickly. The casualties in the small advanced
party were heavy ; those of the rest of the troops
were very light. The Turks could scarcely be
seen owing to the dust cloud raised by the heavy
bombardment, but it is certain that they filled
the trenches, and poured out the heaviest rifle fire
we have recently experienced. The 'Turks re-
mained very uneasy all day, and our men helped
to win the trenches at Krithia as certainly as if
they fell on the parapet.

Printed and Published for the GOVERNMENT of the COMMONWEALTH of AUSTRALIA by ALBERT J. MULLLTT,

Government Printer for the State of Victoria.

0.10468.



_ '-_.3Y-%'.


