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Prime Minister’s Department,
Melbourne, 9th July, 1915.

FIVHE following reports, which were received

from the Oificial Press Representative with
the Australian Forces on the 6th and 8th July
respectively, are published for general informa-
tion. *

ANDREW FISHER,
Prime Minister.:

Gabe Tepe (fourteen), 25th June.—A German
aeroplane which pays us occasional visits, flew
over Anzac this afternoon, and was seen to drop
a number of leafiets. These were carried bygdl
wind inte the Turkisk trenches, but the I
tied two copies to the tail of a bomb and th¥g
them into our lines. Osne torn and smelly cofly

lies on the table, or rather box, in front of me, 'he

for, as the Germans failed to publish it, our
authorities were anxious to help them by publish-
lng it on their behalf.

It is headed *‘‘ Proclamation to Anglo-Freach
Expeditionary Forces,”” and contains the follow-
ing appeal, which is calculated to make a strong
impression on Australians, to whom it is ad-
dressed—*" Protected by the heavy fire of a power-
ful fleet you have been able to land at Gallipoli.
Backed up by some men-of-war you could estab-
lish yourselves at two peints. All your endeavours
on the inner parts of the Peninsula have come to
failure under heavy loss, although the ships have
done their utmost to assist you by a tremendous
cannonade, involving enormous waste of am-
munition.
and Majestic sank before your eyes.
severe losses the British men-of-war have aban-
doned you to your fate. Ships cannot possibly
help you; seon all your supplies will be entirely
cut ‘of.  You will' be exposed o certain per-
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dition by starvation and thirst. Even desperate
attacks will not avert that fate. You could
only escape the wuseless sacrifice of life by
surrendering. We are assured you have not
taken arms against us by hatred, but merely
because England has made you fight under
a contract. You may confide in us for excellent
treatment. Our country disposes of ample pro-
visions and there is enough to feed you well and
make vou feel quite comfortable. Don’t further
hesitate, come and surrender.”’

Afier explaining that all our newa was false, and
that the Germans had a strong hold on the whole
of Belgium and part of France, and that they were
driving back the Russians in Poland and Galicia,
the document ends with these words—'* These
Russian troops, .whose co-operation you look for-

to, jare surrendering in hundreds and
Do as they do. Your honour is safe;
Brhting is stupid bloodshed.”’
AFermans are good judges of Australiau
e, and no doubt this offer to take charge of
it for us will put an immediate end fo recruiting.
As for the British Navy, at the moment when the
aeroplane was passing over Anzac, the navy. was.
m the offing shelling Fort Chanak, eight miles
away, where, according to report, clouds of smoke
kave been rolling acrods the horizon. No doubt -
the Turks think that the Australian:troops need
some encouragement to surrender, seemg that all
ordinary methods of inducing them {o surrender
have strangely failed to act. Turkish --doctors

on the day of the armistice informed our doctors ;-_':'

that as the Australians refused to surrender -and
insisted on fighting to the last, even when cut off
and surrounded, they were reluctantly obliged to
kill them.

o Several positions of the line, especially some
held by the New Zealanders, are now very close
‘to the Turkish trenches, but none are quite so
-close as Quinn’s Post, where in some places the
' g’iraﬁbets of the opposing trenches practically
Ttouch. I ’
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Gaba Tepe (sixieen), 28th June.—An A;_is-I
tralian Foree to-day, consisting of two companies
of infantry, and a few squadrons of light horse,

issued Trom the trenches and attacked the enemy
along a conpiderable portion of the front. This -

. demionstration was undertaken purely with the
objeit of helping our comrades at Helles, who
‘were attacking at the same time, This invelved
some moderately hard fighting. The men  werc

exceedingly gallant, the wholé affair‘being carried

out exactly as planned:- The light horse seemed
quite indifferent to the fire. The retirement was
very slow, though the enemy were creeping up in
considerable numbers. The reason for this was
. to enable the wounded to a]l meet clear of our
men. They were subject at one time to a very
heavy shell fire, but I watched for a long time
our small rearguard firing, chatting, -firing again,
while the whitish unjforms of Turks werée dodging
up through the green scrub a hundred yards
away. As for the infantry, I need only say they
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belonged to a certain Queensland battalion which
long since has made itself famous here. Their
attack was made in model style. As they were
not allowed. to charge the Turkish trench they
advanced to within a few yards of it, then some
men would acbually stand up, fire into a loop-
hole, and then lie down again. After the retire:
ment they were told they. should have collected
the rifles of Australians who bad fallen. One
man jmmediately walked out, the bullets chipping
the dust around his feet, bub he calmly gathered
soven rifies and returned. No sooner had ke
come back than he went out with two friends, one
of whom wore a blue fatigue jersey. They picked
up several more rifles; when one was hit;, the
others immediately sat down and dressed his
wound, then returned, carying him and two or
three rifles. This done, they went out again and
fetched the remaining one or two rifles. During
the whole of the operations they were followed by
bullets.
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