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ORDER
By His Excellency the Right Honor­

able Sir Ronald Craufurd Munro 
Australia to wit. Ferguson, a member of His Majesty’s 

Most Honorable Privy Council, 
R. M. F er g

rnor-General 
and Commander-in-Clnef of the Com­
monwealth of Australia.

W HEREAS by the War Precautions Act 1914-1915 
it is amongst other things enuson, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Governor-General. Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, enacted that the 

Governor-General may, by Order published in the 
Gazette, make provision for any matters which appear 
necessary or expedient with a view to the public safety 
and in the defence of the Commonwealth, and in par­
ticular for requiring any person to disclose any in­
formation in his possession as to any m atter specified in 
the Order, and for appointing officers to carry the 
Order into effect, and for conferring on such officers 
and on the Minister such powers as are necessary or 
expedient for the purposes of the Order, and for con­
ferring on such persons as are specified in the Order 
such powers with respect to  the administration of oaths, 
arrest, detention, search of premises and persons in­
specting impounding or retention of books documents 
and papers, and otherwise as are specified in the 
O rd e r:

And whereas it appears expedient to make .provision 
for the undermentioned matters in the manner herein­
after appearing :

Now therefore I, Sir Ronald Craufurd Munro Fer­
guson, the Governor-General aforesaid, acting with the 
advice of the Federal Executive Council, do hereby 
provide as follows :—

1. I appoint the Attorney-General for the Common­
wealth, the Secretary to the Attorney-General s De-
partment, and all officers of the Commonwealth
authorized in writing under the hand of the A ttor­
ney-General or of the Secretary of the Attorney-
General’s Department to be authorized officers for 
the purposes of this Order :

C.7439.

2. I  require all persons or classes of persons speci­
fied in any summons under the hand of any authorized 
officer to produce documents books and papers, to 
answer questions, and to make such returns in such 
manner and within such times as the authorized officer 
thinks fit, relating to any of the following matters in 
relation to foodstuffs and other commodities as de­
fined in this Order :—

Quantity, quality, price, supply to wholesale and 
retail traders and members of the public, 
sources of supply, prospects of supplies, and 
places of storage.

3. I confer on each authorized officer the 
power—

t

o writing any answers made by any
person to any such questions;

(d) to require any person )  to  a d m in is te r  o a th s ;(b) to ask questions of any person in relation toall or any of the above-mentioned matters;(c) to reduce tn to produce documents
books and papers in relation to all or any of 
the above-mentioned m atters;

(e) to require any person to furnish such returns 
relating to all or any of the above-mentioned 
matters, in such manner and within such times, 
as the authorized officer thinks fit;

(/) to search the premises of any person—
(i) believed by him to be able to produce

documents books or papers the pro­
duction of which may be required iii 
pursuance of this Order, or to answer 
questions which may be asked in pur­
suance of this Order,

(ii) who has been required under this
Order to furnish any return of food­
stuffs or other commodities as defined 
in this Order, or

(iii) upon whose premises the authorized
officer believes that there are stocks 
of any foodstuffs or other commodi­
ties as defined in this Order,
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and to inspect any documents books 
papers produced to or obtained by bun, 
to  take copies of or extract from such docu­
ments books and papers, and to  j m p o n d  
and retain such documents books and papers 
for such time as he thinks "necessary; and

(g) to arrest any person—
(i) who refuses or fails to produce docu­

ments books or papers the produc­
tion of which has been required in 
pursuance of th is Order, or to  answer 
questions asked-in pursuance of t his 
Order, or to furnish returns required 
by any authorized officer under this 
O rde r  

(ii) who hinders or obstructs any search
authorized by this Order, or

(iii) whom the Attorney-General has rea­
sonable ground to believe to be con­
cealing foodstuffs or other c o m m o d i
ties,

and to  detain  such person in custody in such 
place as he thinks fit during the continuance 
of the present state of war.

4. In  this Order “ foodstuffs and other commodi­
t ie s ” means the following goods, namely

W heat; F lour; Oatm eal; Rice; .Barley; Pollard; 
B ran; Oats; Maize; Hay; Chaff;  
Straw; pro tatpes; Sugar; Molasses and other byrups, 
Jam ; Meat (Beef); Meat (Mutton and Lamb); 
Rabbits; Pork; Bacon and Ham ; Poultry, 
F ish rT inned  and Preserved; Butter; Condensed, 
Concentrated, and Powdered Mi lk ; Cheese ;JTea,; 
Coffee; Salt; T o b a c c o  Leaf; T o b a c c o — Manu­
factured, including Cigars Cigarettes ; K e r -  
sene; Firewodd, Coal, and Coke; Petrol, 
such o t h e r  additional goods as are from t  
to time added by Order under the War Pre­
cautions Act 1914-1915.

Given undter my Hand and the Seal of  the Common 
wealth, at Melbourne, this seventeenth day of 
June in the year of our Lord, One thousand 
n ine ’hundred and fifteen, and in the sixth year 
of His Majesty’s reign.

(L,s.) By His Excellency’s Command,
G. F. PEARCE,

Minister of State for Defence.
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