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Prime Minister’s Department,
Melbourne, 31st May, 1915.
r l‘HE following further report, which has been
received from the official press representa-
tive with the Australian Expeditionary Force in
connexion with the operations of the troops on
the Gallipoli Peninsula, is published for general

information.
ANDREW FISHER,
Prime Minister.

General Bridges was wounded whilst on his way
to visit the firing line. At one point the path
was close in the rear of the lines, and was rather
exposed to the fire of the enemy’s sharp-shooters.
General Bridges was usually careless of his per-
sonal safety almost to the point of recklessness.
From the first day, when he made his daily in-
spections of the Awusiralian line, he utterly
ignored personal danger, and would stand up in
full view of the enemy’s position. He often
chaffed members of his staff who were more care-
ful, On the first day, a man standing beside
him was shot dead. Later on, however, the
warnings of his staff appeared to have more effect.
Once or twice the General consented to take cover
when shrapnel was bursting right over him. On
this particular morning, Saturday, 15th May, it
was noticed that the General was exercising
especial caution. As lhe¥walked up towards a
particular position which Hé wanted to inspect he
had to pass several turns & a path down which
bullets were falling pretty thickly. As he went
along men in dressing stations and others at
bends of the road warned, *‘ You had better
ran across here, sir.””  For once the General ac-
cepted advice, and ran across. Presently he
reached a corner where there was the dressing
station of a certain battalion. The General stood
talking, pulled out a cigarette, and lit it, Xe
remained smoking for some time, then turned to
his staff, and said, ‘* Well,-we must make another
run for it.”” He ran round the corner through
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the scrub towards the pext cover some yards
away, but before he reached it he fell hit. Help
was instantly at hand. The doctor went for-
ward, stooped down hurriedly, attended to the
wound, and brought the General in to cover.
The bullet had cut two large arteries in the
thigh. If the doctor had not been present he
would certainly have died in a few seconds from
loss of bloed. Only the iustantaneous attention
of the skilled surgeon who rapidly found the
arteries prevented immediate death. The
General’s first words, when he was brought in,
very white and weak, were, ' Don’t carry me
down. I don’t want any of your fellows to run
into danger.”” He was told that it was abso-
lutely necessary to carry him down, but still
endeavoured to prevent the stretcher-bearers from
risking their lives by carrying him. Flowever,
his objections were, of course, overruled. All
traffic along the path was ordered temporarily to
ceasd, and the solitary stretcher was carried down
through the danger point. The enemy, probably
because they saw it was a party carrying a wounded
man, did not fire any shots in this direction
till the stretcher had passed. We have noticed
that the Turk, whilst not always a scrupulous or
humane fighter, has sometimes acted very fairly
and humanely. It probably depends upon the
individual. The General was taken of to the
hospital ship, where his staff visited him. His
last words to one of the staff before the ship left
were spoken very weakly. They were, ‘ Any-
how, T have commanded an Australian divisiop
for nine months.’’

General Bridges had proved himself a capable
and strong commander, absolutely imperturb-
able amidst the turmoil of operations, and
wholly  without fear. He daily faced
danger, often unnecessarily, without the least
emotion; indeed, with a somewhat grim care.
lessness. Many of the staff officers, while equally
brave, exposed themselves less, and this short
campaign has already shown them to be right in
doing so. General Bridges was himself exercising
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wise care on the day on which he was hit; and
it is most desirable that those staff officers whom
we cannot afford. to lose should follow this ruie.
Brigadier-General Walker, who succeeded to the
command of the division, was.originelly: General
Birdwood’s chief of staff. He then succeeded the
late Colonel McLaurin in the command of the
firgt brigade. The Australian Division knows
him weli, and hag perfect confidencs in him.

The enemy, reinforced by two -divisions which

landed at the Narrows, and by some troops from
the peninsula, made an attempt on Tuesday
night, 18th May, to drive the Australians into
the sea. There was a bombardment about dusk,
and a fierce rifle fire about midnight for half-an-
hour. Finally at about half-past 3, after a pro-
longed quiet, the sentries along meny points of
our line reported that the Turks were debouching
from their trenches. The Turks attempted to
reach our lines with the bayonet, but never in
any case had they the least chance of breaking
them. At one point a Turkish officer and five
men reached the parapet of a trench, and fell
at the foot of it, where they are still lying. One
Turk seized the bayonet of an Australian in the
trench, but he was immediately shot. Along
most of the line the enemy attacked twice, and
at two pointe four times was the attack made
according to German methods, the troops keeping
in line by means of a marching tape. - One tape
can be seen 30 yards from our lines with twenty
or thirty dead men still lying along it.  Our
men were in magnificent spirits, never shooting
without a good target, even sifting on the parapet
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or traverse, laughing and firing as fast as they
could Ioad. Next morning the Turks lying in
front of our position were far thicker than I have
ever before seen. There cannot be less than
1,500 dead. Our loss was trifling—certainly not
more than one to ten of the enemy, and probably
only one to twenty. I have never seen men in
better fighting form. They are earnestly hoping
that the Turks will attack again, which probably
they ‘will in spite of the severe lesson, as they
are ready to stake a great deal on driving the
Australians into the sea. Turkish papers an-
nounced that the Australians had been driven into
the sea. One of our men, when this was told
them, said, ‘‘ Why, they must have peen us
bathing:” It was noticeable that the enemy’s
troops teking part in this attack appeared to be
ill-trained compared with those which attacked us
during the first four days after the landing. The
first charge was made without the usual shouting,
but later in the night our men could hear bugle
calls employed to move the Turks out of their
trenches. In one portion of the line, when the
defeated Turks attempted to retire to their
trenches, their comrades there could be seen fore-
ing them out again.  Turkish wounded and
prisoners are constantly dribbling in. Oune man
said, < Why should I have to fight? 1 am fifty
years old. Why should I fight for the Ger-
mans? The cursed Germans brought this on our
country.”” On the other hand, some of the
wounded Turks, when told that if they come in
they will be kindly treated, manfully reply by
blazing at the trench.
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