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ALIENS RESTRICTION ORDER 
1915.

“ Chief 
of the 
General 
Staff.”

‘ Competent, 
naval or 
military 
authority.*’

“ District 
Com­
mandant.”

" Military 
Board.”

" Minister.”

W H ER E AS by the War Precautions Act  914-1915 
 power is conferred upon the Governor-General 

during the continuance of the present war by Order pub­
lished in the Gazette to impose restrictions on aliens and 
others and to make such provisions as may be necessary 
or expedient for carrying such restrictions into effect :

‘ ‘ Naturalized 
subject of 
enemy origin.”

Now therefore I, Sir Ronald Craufurd Munro Ferguson, 
the Governor-General aforesaid, acting with the advice of 
the Federal Executive Council, do hereby order and direct 
as follows

I N T E R P R E T A T IO X .

1. This Order may be cited as the -Aliens Restriction 
Order 1915.

“ Naval 
hoard.”

2. In this Order- -
“ Prohibited 
port.”

“ Alien 
eaemy.”

 Alien enemy " means any alien over the age 
of thirteen years whose Sovereign or State 
is at war with His Majesty :

and includes an alien who has at any 
time been a subject of any Sovereign or 
State at war with His Majesty, and who has 
subsequently become a subject of a neutral 
Sovereign or State without being de­
nationalized by the enemy Sovereign or

Alien
enemies and 
naturalized 
enemy 
subjects not 
to leave Com­
monwealth.

Provided that a woman born a British subject 
who has married an alien enemy is not to 
be deemed an alien enemy.

C. .7122 ,

i: Chief of the General S ta ff” means the Chief 
of the Commonwealth Section of the Im­
perial General Staff or an officer acting for
h i m

“ Competent naval or military authority”  has 
the same meaning as in the War Precau­
tions Regulations 1915.

District Commandant ” means the officer 
appointed to be or acting as Commandant 

of a Military District under the Defence 
Act 1903-1915.

“ Military Board ”  means the Military Board 
under the Defence Act 1903-1915.

Minister means the Minister of State for 
Defence or a Minister of State acting 
for him.

“  Naturalized subject of eneny  origin ” means 
any person over the age of thirteen years— 

who has become a British subject by naturali­
zation in any part of the Empire ; 

and who at any time previous to his naturali­
zation was a subject of any Sovereign or 
State who or which is at war with His 
Majesty ;

but does not include a woman who has become 
naturalized by marriage to a natural-born 
British subject.

“  Naval Board ” means the Naval Board under 
the Defence Act 1903-1915.

"  Prohibited port ” means any port declared by
an order of the Naval Board or the Military 
Board to be, for the purposes of this Order, 
a prohibited port..*

RESTRICTION AS TO LEAVING THE 
COMMONWEALTH.

3. No alien enemy and no naturalized subject 
of enemy origin shall leave the Commonwealth 
without the permission of the Minister or of a 
competent naval or military authority.

*  By M.O, 264/1915, the following harbors are declared to be “ prohibited 
ports ”  :— Thursday Island, Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne (Port Phillip), Port 
Adelaide, Albany, Fremantle.

Australia to wit..

O R D E R
By His Excellency the Right. Honorable 

Sir Ronald Craufurd Munro 
Ferguson, a Member of His Majesty’s 
Most Honorable Privy Council. 
Knight Grand Cross of the Most 
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael 
and Saint George, Governor-General 
and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Commonwealth of Australia .

R . M. F e r g u s o n ,

Governor-General.
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RESTRICTIONS AS TO REGISTRATION AND 
TRAVELLING WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH.

Alien enemies to report at intervals of  not more than seven days.4 . All alien enemies resident in the Common - 
wealth shall report themselves at intervals of 

 ot more than seven days to the officer of police 
seven days. ]nearest to the place in which they reside, or (in 
case of their residing at a distance from the nearest 
officer of police) to a British subject of good standing 
named by such officer, and shall supply such information 
concerning their occupations and movements as may be 
required.
Alien enemies  not to  change place of residence or travel without permission;5 . Alien enemies shall not change then place of

 residence or travel beyond the police district in 
 or which they usually reside unless they first give

permission'; notice to the nearest officer of police and obtain 
permission in writing to change their residence 

or travel beyond the police district in which they reside.
and to  re port  on arrival at new place  of residence or destination.6.  Alien enemies who change their place of 

residence or travel beyond the police district
in which they usually reside shall report them- 

s e l v e s  to the nearest officer of police immediately
upon arrival at their new place of residence or at their 
destination.

RESTRICTIONS IN REGARD TO SHIPS, WHARFS, 
AND DOCKS.

Alien enemies and naturalized enemy subjects not to be on certain ships, &c.7. No alien enemy and no naturalized subject 
of enemy origin shall be—

on a neutral ship in a prohibited p o rt; or 
on a British ship (not being a ferry or bay or 

coasting vessel trading only between ports 
in one S ta te ); or

on or in any wharf or dock (except for the purpose of 
entering on board a ferry or bay or coasting vessel 
trading only between ports in one State) 

unless with the permission in writing of the Minister or of a 
com petent naval or military authority.
obligations on masters of vessels 8. (1) The master of every vessel, whether

British or foreign, arriving at or leaving a port
in the Commonwealth shall, immediately on the 

arrival of the vessel at that port, or prior to the departure 
of the vessel from that port, furnish to an officer of Customs 
or police or other person authorized in that behalf by a 
competent naval or military authority, such particulars as 
may be required of him with respect to all persons on board 
the vessel, or intending to embark on the vessel, and shall 
otherwise take all reasonable steps in his power for the 
enforcement of this Order.

(2) If a person embarks at any port in contravention 
of this Order, the master of the vessel on which he embarks 
shall, unless he proves the contrary, be deemed to have 
aided and abetted the offence.
Power to search vessels. 9. Any officer of Customs or police, and any 

person authorized in that behalf by a competent 
n a v a l  or military authority, shall have power to
enter on board and search any vessel, and to detain and 
examine all persons arriving at or leaving any port in the 
Commonwealth, and to require the production of any docu­
ments by such persons and generally to take such steps as 
are sanctioned by this Order or may be necessary for 
giving effect to this Order.
Disobedience to officers.10. If any alien, master of a ship, or other 

 person arriving at or leaving any port 
refuses to answer any question reasonably put to him 

by an officer of Customs or police or any person 
deputed in that behalf by a competent naval or 
military authority ; or 

makes or causes to be made to any such officer or 
person any false return, false statement, or false 
representation ; or 

refuses to produce any document in his possession 
which he is required by any such officer or person to 
produce ; or

obstructs or impedes any such officer or person in the 
exercise of his powers or duties under this Order, 

he shall be deemed to have acted in contravention of this 
Order
powers of Naval and  Military  Board in regard to11. The Naval Board or the Military Board, 

with a view to giving full effect, to this Order, 
may direct that passengers on ships entering 
or leaving any port in the Commonwealth shall 
be subject to such restrictions, control, and 

supervision as may appear necessary or' expedient, and may 
impose general conditions as respects ships entering or 
leaving any such port, and it shall be the duty of all persons 
to comply with any such direction.

RESTRICTIONS AS TO FIREARMS, ETC.
Alien enemies not to be in possession of firearms, &c.. suitable for use in war.12. An alien enemy shall not be in possession 

of any firearms or other weapons, ammunition, 
or explosives, suitable for use in war.

Restriction on alien enemies being in possession of certain articles:13. An alien enemy shall not, except with the 
written permission of the senior officer of police 
of the district in which he or she resides, be in 
possession of—.

 

firearms, ammunition, &c.:(i) any firearms, weapons, ammunition, or 
explosives (not being suitable for use 
in war), or materials intended to be 
used for the manufacture of ammuni­
tion or explosives : or

inflammable liquids:(ii) any petroleum spirit, naphtha, benzol, 
petroleum, or other inflammable liquid 
in quantities exceeding 3 gallons ; or

signalling apparatus:(iii) any apparatus or contrivance intended tor 
or capable of being used for, a signalling 
apparatus, either visual or otherwise ; 
or

pigeons;(iv) any carrier or homing pigeons ; or
motor vehicles, &.(v) any motor car, motor cycle, motor boat, 

yacht, or unregistered aircraft; or
ciphers, &c-;(vi) A ny cipher, code, or other means oi con­

ducting secret correspondence ; or
telephones;(vii) any telephone installation ; or

cameras;(viii) any camera or other photographic appa­
ratus ; or

maps, Ac.(ix) any military or naval map, chart, or 
handbook.

Restriction on naturalized subjects being in possession of firearms, &c.14. A naturalized subject of enemy origin shall 
not, except with the written permission of the 
senior officer of police of the district in which he 
or she resides, be in possession of any firearms, 
weapons, ammunition or explosives, or materials 
intended to be used for the manufacture of 
ammunition or explosives :

Exemption. Provided that this prohibition shall not 
extend to any naturalized subject who satisfies 

the District Commandant that, but for his naturalization 
he would be within any of the descriptions in paragraph 18 
of this Order.
S earch  w a r r a n ts 15. (1) If a justice of the peace is satisfied

  by information on oath that there is reasonable 
ground for suspecting any contravention of the 

last three paragraphs of this Order he may grant a search 
warrant authorizing any constable named therein to enter 
at any time any premises or place named in the warrant, if 
necessaiy by force, and to search the premises or place 
and every person found therein, and to seize any article 
which is being kept in the premises or place in contra vention 
of any of the last three paragraphs of this Order.

(2) If it appears to a superintendent or inspector of 
police, or any police officer of higher rank, that the case is 
one of great emergency, and that in the interests of the 
State immediate action is necessary, he may by a written 
order under his hand give to any constable the like authority 
as may be given by the warrant of a justice under this 
paragraph.



R E S T R I C T I O N S  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  n e w s p a p e r s .

Newspapers  in Language of cnemy countries.16. (a ) The circulation among alien enemies 
of any newspaper wholly or mainly in  the
language of a State, or any part of a State, at
war with His Majesty, is prohibited, unless the

permission, in writing, of the Chief of the General Staff has
been first obtained, and such conditions as may be prescribed 
by him have been complied with.

(b) Any person publishing any newspaper for circu­
lation in contravention of this Order shall be deemed to 
have acted in contravention of this Order, and when a 
District Commandant is satisfied that any newspaper has 
been, or is about to be, published for circulation in contra­
vention of this Order, he may authorize such persons as he 
thinks fit to enter, if need be, by force, any premises, and to 
seize any copies of the newspaper found thereon* and also 
any type or other plant used, or capable of being used, 
for the printing or production of the newspaper, and to 
deal with any articles so seized in such manner as lie may 
direct.

(c) In this paragraph the expression “  newspaper '* 
includes periodical.

MISCELLANEOUS RESTRICTIONS.

A r r e s tAlien enemies 
prohibited 
from:

(i) spread reports in regard to the war ; 
or

17. An alien enemy shall not—spreading 
reports;

giving naval or military information;(ii) give any naval or military information 
in private correspondence : or

c a r r y i n g  

a r m s .
(iii) carry arms.

GENERAL.

Exemption of eertam classes of alien enemies.18. Notwithstanding anything contained in 
the preceding provisions of this Order, any per­
son who satisfies the District Commandant that 
he is within any of the following descriptions :—

Any subject of the Emperor of Germany who is of 
French extraction and was born in Alsace-Lorraine 
and is opposed to German rule :

any subject of the Emperor of Germany who is of 
Danish extraction and was born in Schleswig-Holstein 
and is opposed to German rule ;

any subject of the Emperor of Germany who is a 
Pole and is opposed to German rule ;

any subject of the Emperor of Austria, King of 
Hungary, who is a Czech, Croat, Italian (from Trieste 
or the Trentino), Pole, Roumanian, Ruthene, Serb, 
Slovak, or Slovene, and is opposed to Austro-Hungarian 
rule ;

any subject of the Sultan of Turkey who is a Greek, 
Armenian, or Syrian, or a member of any other com­
munity well known to be opposed to the Turkish 
regime, and who is a Christian ;

may be exempted by the District Commandant, if he sees 
fit. from paragraphs 4 to 7 (inclusive), 12. 13, and 16 of this 
Order.

Aiding or abetting contravention of Order.19. If any person -
aids or abets any person in any contra­

vention of this Order ; or
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knowingly harbours any person whom he knows or has 

reasonable grounds for supposing to have acted in 
contravention of this Order

he shall be deemed himself to have acted in contravention 
of this Order.
making false statement to officers 2 0 . if any person furnishes or causes to be 

furnished to the Minister, or to a competent 
naval or military authority or any person 

authorized by him, or to any officer of Customs or police, 
any false particulars, or with, a view to obtaining any 
permit or permission under this Order, makes or causes 
to be made any false statement or false representation, he 
shall be deemed to have acted in contravention of this 
Order.

Obstructing officers in performance of duties.21. If any person obstructs or otherwise 
interferes with or impedes any officer who is 
carrying out the orders of the competent 
naval or military authority, or who is authorized 

in that behalf by the Minister, or who is otherwise acting 
in accordance with his duty under this Order, he shall be 
deemed to have acted in contravention of this Order.

22. Any person who acts in contravention of 
the preceding provisions of this Order, or who 

being an alien enemy is reasonably suspected of having 
so acted, or being about so to act, may be taken into 
custody without warrant by any officer of customs or police 
or by any person authorized in that behalf by a competent 
naval or military authority.
internment  of  alien enemies 23. A competent naval or military authority 
m a y  i n t e r n  any alien enemy arrested under 
paragraph 22 of this Order.
Duty of  disclosing contravention  of order.24. It shall be the duty of every person who 

knows that ' some other person is acting in  
contravention of this Order to inform the 

competent naval or militar authority of the fact, and if 
he fails to do so he shall be deemed to have acted in 
contravention of this Order.
Withholding  information from‘officers,25. If any person withholds any inform

ation in his possession, which he may reason­
ably be required to furnish, from any officer 
who is carrying out the orders of the competent 

naval or military authority, or who is authorized 
in that behalf by the Minister, or who is otherwise acting 
in accordance with his duty under this Order, he shall be 
deemed to have acted in contravention of this Order.
Minister may  direct that provisions of this order apply to aliens generally , &c.26. The Minister may, if he thinks it neces-
provfsionf sary in the interests of public safety, direct that
a n y  o f  the provisions of this Order as to alien

 enemies or naturalized subjects of enemy origin*
shall in particular cases be applicable to other aliens or
naturalized subjects,* and thereupon such provisions shall
apply accordingly.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Commonwealth 
of Australia, at Melbourne, this twenty-seventh day of May, 
in the year of our Lord 19] 5. and in the sixth year of His 
Majesty’s reign.

By His Excellency’s command—
(L.s.) G. F. PEARCE,

Minister of State for Defence.

G o d  s a v e  t h e  K in g  !

P r in te d  a n d  P u b l i s h e d  fo r  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  th e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  A u s t r a l ia  b y  A l b e r t  J .  M u l l e t t ,
Government Printer for the State of Victoria.


