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'1‘! HE following report, which has been received from

the official press representative with the Australian
Expeditionary TForee in connexion with the landing of
the troops on the Gallipoli Peninsula, is published for
general information,

ANRREW FISHER,
- Prime Minister.

Gallipoli (One) ~—The Australians and Maorilanders
landed in two Dbodies, the first being a covering forece to
scize the ridges around the landing place, the second
and main body fo begin the landing about an hour later.
The moon that nigﬁ% set about an hour and a half
before daylight. This just gave time for the warships
and transports of the covering force to steam in and
land the troops before dawn. o

It had long been known that the Third Ausiralian
Brigade, consisting of Queenslanders, S8outh ‘Auetralians,
Wegstern Australians, and Tasmanians, had been chosen to
make the landing. This brigade consists largely of miners
from the Broken Hill and Westralian, goid-fields. 1t
had Jeft Egypt many weeks before the rest of the foree,
and had landed on Lemmos Island, wheére the .troaps
were thoroughly practised at landing from ships and
boats. During the second week in April the greater
part of the Australian and New Zealand troops from
LEgypt followed, and bad been just a fortnight in Lemnos
wﬁen they sailed to eoffect a landing-at a certain posi-
tion on the northern shore of Gallipoli Peninsula, about
60 miles away. .

The covering force was taken partly.-in four of our
own transports, partly in three battleghips. The night
wag perfect; about three o'clock the mpon set, and .the
ships cerrying the irnops, together with -the thice
warships which were charged with .the protection of
the flanks, stole in towards the high cpastling. It -was
known that the coast was fortified, and that a lLattery
on a promontory 2 miles southwards, and several other
guns amongst the hills inland covered the landing place.
The Dbattleships and transports tool wp a position. in
two lines. The troops were tramsferyed partly to the
warships’ boats, and partly to destroyers, which hurried
in shore, and re-trapsferred their occupants to Doats,
which then made by the shortest roufe for the beach.

It was eighteen minutes past four on’the morning of
Sunday, 256th April, when the first- hoat prounded. So
far not a shot had been fired by the enemy. Colonel
MecLagan’s orders to his brigade awhre~that shots, if
possible, were not to be fired till “dagbreak, but the
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business was to Dbe carried through with the bayonet.

The men leapt into the water, and the first of them had |

just reached the bLeach when fire was opened on them
from the trenclies on the foothills which rise imme-
diately from the heach. The landing place consists of
a small bay about half-a-mile from point to point with
two much larger bays north and south. The country
rather resembles the Hawkeshury River country in New
South Wales, the hills rising immediately from the sea
to 800 feet. To the north these ridges cluster to a
summit nearly 1,000 feet high, Further northward ihe
ranges become even higher. The swmmil just mentioned
sends out a series of long ridges runming south-west-
ward, with steep gullies between them, very much like
the hills and gullies about the north of Sydney, covered
with low serub very similar to a dwarfed gum tree
serub. The chief difference is that there are no big
trees, but many precipices and sheer slopes of gravel.
Une ridge ccmes down to the sea at the small hay above
mentioned, and ends in two knolls about 100 feet high.
one at each point of the bay. It was from these that
fire was first. opened on the troops as they landed.
Bullets strack t%reworks oub of the stones along the
heaelh. The men did not wait to be hit, but wherever
they landed they simply rushed straight up the steep
slopes.  Other smzll boats whieh had cast off from the
warships and stecam launches which towed them, were
digging for the beach with oars. These occupied the
attention of the Turks in the trenches, and almost
before the Turks had time to collcet their senses, the
first boatloads were well up towards the trenches. Few
Turks awaited the bayonet. ¥t is said that one huge
Queenslander swung s rifle by the mmzzle, and, nfter
braining one Turk, caught another and flurg him over
his shoulder. T do not know if this sfory is true, but
when we landed some hours later, there was said to
have been a dead Turk on the beach with his head
_ It is impossible to say which battalion
landed first, because several landed together. The Turks
in the trenches facing the landing lad run, but those
on the other flank and on the ridges and gullies still
kept up a fire upon the boats coming in shore, and that
portion of the co.vering force which landed last came
under & leavy fire before it reached the Leach. The
Turks had a maghine gun in the valley on our left, and
this seems to have been turned om to the boats con-
taining part of the Twelfth Battalion. Three of these
boats are still lying on the beach some way to the
north. Wounded men lay in them two days before they
could be rescued. Two stretcher-bearers of the Second
Battalion who went along the beach dmeihg the day to
effect a rescue: were both shot by the Thrks., Finally, a
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party waited for davk. and erept along the heach.
reseuing nine men who had Leen in the boats two days,
afraid to move for fear of attracting fire. The work
of the stretcher-hearers all through a weck of hard
fighting has heen beyond all praise. ] ]

The Third Brigade went over the hills with such
dash that within three quarters of an hour of landing
gome had charged over three successive ridges. Toach
ridge was higher than the last, and each party that
reached ihe top went over it with wild cheers, = Since
that day the Lurks buve uever attempted to face our
bayonets, The oflicers ted magnificently, but, of course,
nothing like an accurale control of the attack was pos-
sible. Suberdinate leaders had heen trained ab Mena to
act on their own responsibility, and the henefit of this

was epormously apparent in this atback., Companies and
were landed

platoons, little crowds of 50 to 200 men,
wherever the hoats took ihem. Their Joaders had a
general idea of where they were intended to uo, and

once landed, each subordinate commander made his way
there by what seemed to him to he the shortest road.
The coisequence was that the Third Brigade reached
its advanced line in & medley of small fraetions inextric-
ably mixed. Several further lines of Turkish trenches
were swept throngh, On the further ridges the Turks
did not wait for the bayonet, and when at sunrse ships
bringing the first portion of the main bady arrived and
steamed slowly throngh the battleships to disemhark the
men, those on board could see figures on the shkyline
of the ridges near them, and on a turther ridge inland.
Tresently a heliograph winked from near the top of the
second Nill. They were our men. They could be seen
walking about and digging just as you see them any
morning at Liverpool Camp during armual iraning
The re%ief which flooded the hearte of thousands of
anxious watchers on the ships ean- be better imagined
than described.

It is impossible so say exactly how many of the enemy
were holding this particular portion of the coasb; per-
haps 500 to 1,000. They retired for an hour. During
that welcame spelt the meun who had- seized the ridges
were able to do something towards entrenching. Mean-
time the main hody had already begun to arrive on the
heach. It was possible to land these troops in compara-
tive calm, interrupted omly by shells from a Turkish
hattery 1o the south. This sprayed with shrapnel the
boats as they came from the ships, but managed to hit
very few. Cne boal, just as ji Janded, had the bottom
bloewn out without » single man in it bemg hurt, Our
men Janded in very heuvy kits and au accldent in the
boats might have heen serious, It is helieved that some
men were drowied in one or two hoats of the ecovering
foree, hut, except for these, the lundrods of boats which
came bo that beach under shell five during the day suf-
fered searcely ab all

By the time the first part of the main hody was form-
ing up on the heach the Turks had brought up their
troops fram the sther side of the peninsula, and a fieree
attack began, which lasted all day. As fresh troops ar-
rived on the beach they were in most cases sent straight
jnto the fiving line. either on onc flank or the other of
the covering force. These troops went straight into the
firing line, where the Turks were already attacking in
force too great to allow of the digging of trenches.  The
only possibility was to hold on in the serub on the line
which they wished to hold and dig in after dark.

It was in that lirst afternoon that the Australians. and
later the New Zealanders, obtained their first experience
of shrapnel in this war. During the first day, when they
had rushed a position which was rather like a section of
the Bluc Mountains, full of winding gullies, it was
naturally difficult to discover the position of all the
enemy’s guns. 'Those on a promontory to the south were
soon placed. Three were silenced almost at once by a
cruiser which put her nose round one side of the point.
whilst 2 battleship shelled from the other side. One
gun there, however, econtinued to fire most of the after-
noon, but was hit before sundown, and has not fired
since. But there was a battery in the ranges inland
which during the whole afternoon it was impossible to
place. From 2 o'clock until sundown if fired continu-
ously a salvo of four shells about tiwice every minute on
to the ridges which our troops were holding, for the
most part without any protection. Some of them were
in a deserted Turkish treneh, of which the Turks had
the exact range. Hour after hour one watched shrapnel
bursting over the flank ridee, along which the infantry
were lying. The Navy could do practically nothing to
help, because we could not tell them where to five. The
first relief was when a small foree of Indian mountain
artillery, which landed with us, managed to drvag its
guns into position just behind a part of our line, which
was suffering especially, and began firing salvos over
their heads in the direction from which shells were
coming. The mere sound of our own guns answering
the enemy’s came like a draught of fresh water to the
infantry. "Of caurse, our guns Arew the enemy’s shrapnel
on to themselves like a magnet, and many in the firing
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line arcund them were saying, **It's those guns thal's
bringing it this way.” I lieard one of ouyr men say,
“fhey’re doing blooming gnod work, anyway.” It
wonld wot have mattered whether the mountain guns
were doing good work or not. The mere sound of them
was sufficient.  One of the British officers who was out
in an exposed position obscrving for this battery was hit
through the cheek, the ‘bullet tuking away all his teeth
on one side of his mouth, MHe went down to the beach,
had the wound dressed, and returned to his post.

During the whole of this trying time if one thing
checred the ye~ more than another it was the behaviour
of their officers. 1 saw one officer in charge of a machine
gon who one knev for certain must be killed if the fight
Tasted. iz men were cronching under cover of a ae-
pression a few inches deep on the brow of the hill. Me
himself was sitting calmly on fop of the rise searching
for {argets through his glasses. Presently three or four
galvoes of shrapnel burst right over that group, ending
with a round of common shell with its terrifying flash
and seatter of loose enrth. A shout ecame from some-
where in the pear,  as< the word to retire!” The
officer turncd round. ‘“ Where does that order come
from 2" he asked, sharply. ‘‘Passed up from ihe rear,
siv,” was the answer. * Well, pass back and find out whe
gave it s2id the officer. * Yes, who says retirve 7 sxaid
covoral of the men. This was dove, and next moment
the order came up, * Line to advance and entrench on
torward slope of the hill.” ‘There was a moment’s delay
in gathering np vifles, and then over the hill they went,
Dusk was jnst falling, and the enemy’s battery happensid
at that momaent to switeh off in order to fire n few last
salvoes towards the heach. The officer in question was
there at his post next morning, when jt became neces-
sary to send a man down the hill on some Dbusiness,
Before the man had gone 20 yards e was wounded. The
afficer walked down the hill at once to pick him up.
Within a couple of seconds the Turks had a machine
gun trained on to him and he fell, riddled with bullets.
. Australia has lost many of her best officers in this way.
The toll has been really heavy, but the British theory
is that you cannob lead men from the rear, nt any rate,
in an attack of this sort. It would be absard to pre-
tend that the life of an officer like that one was wasted.
No one knows how Jong his example will live on amongst
men. There were others, whom 1 will mention later on
witen the casnalties have all reached Avstralia, who dicd
fighting lke tigers, some who fully knew they would die.
Oue was sometimes inelined to think this sort of leading
useless, but none who heard the men falking next day
could doubt its value. “ By God! our officers were
splendid,’* one Australian told me. Wherever I went 1
heard the same opinion expressed,

During the night our lines were straightened. Men
dug themselves in as best they could. The Turks at-
tempted several charges on the extreme right. A charge
was pgeverally preceded hy a cessation of firing; then
could be heard arguments hetween Turkish officers and
men going on just over the edge of the hill—just such
arguments as used to take place whenever you tried to
superintend natives loading a cart at Mena Camp.
Finally, over the ridge would come a line of figures,
shouting ** Allah ! Allah:”  Qur troops waited till the
enemy were within about 70 vards, then jumped out of
the trench with bayonets fixed, and charged. The Turks
have never once waited. but so far have always turned
immediately, or flung themselves flat and allowed the
machine guns to fire over their heads at our men.

By morning our line was well dug in. Water had
been sent up during the night by every possible means,
chiefly in petrol tins carried on donkeys, mules, or by
hand.  Stores were constantly arriving on the beach
from the hupe fleet of transports, until the place looked
like @ great busy port. Some of the New Zealanders
were canght during the night out in the open by a ma-
chine gun, and lost many of their number.

The Turks are well trained; German methods and
orders have certainly been given to the men in the
trenches by strangers—possibly in the scrub near the
trenches—who give the order in perfcet English and
manage to get it passed along the trencli. I have seen,
personally, one elear example of this.

There has been hard fighting since, which I will report
later. I would have reported before if I had been able
to obtain leave from the Admiralty. When all is said,
fhowever, the feat which will go down to history is that
fivst Sunday’s fighting. when three Australian brigades
stormed, in the face of fire, tier after tier of cliffs and
mountains apparently as impregnable as Govett’s Leap.
The sailors who saw the Third Brigade go wp those
heights and over successive summits like a whirlwind,
with wild cheers and bavonets flashing, speak of it with
tears of enthusiasm, 7The New Zealanders are just as
gencrous in appreciation. It is hard to distinguish be-
tween the work of the brigades. They all fought fiercely
and suffered heavily, but, considering that they per-
formed last Sunday a feat which is fit to rank beside
the battle of the Ileights of Abraham, fheir losses are
not heavier than must be expected. 1 believe the British
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at Cape Tlellus fouglit a tremendous light. Of the Aus-
tralians, it may be said that the Australian Infantry,
and especially the Third Brigade, has made a name
which will never die. Around me ag I write the guns
of half-z-dozen warships are shaking the hills, The
evening is an exquisite one.  From the ridges above
comes the continuous rattle of musketry. As no hullets
are whistling overhead, the firing must be by our men.
The issue cannot be in doubt, but one knows that, even
if it were, nothing could take away from the Australian
and New Zealand Infautry the fame of last Sunday’s
fighting. _

Gallipeli {(Two).—On Monday, the sceond day of
landing, the cnemy again pumped shrapnel on to the
ridges, Also they must have fired 600 shells at the
landing place, scarcely hilting any one.  The shells on
the ridges were far worse. bhut this tima the battleship
Gicen Blizabeth was sent to support us. During the
morning the effect of her shells was like a tonic to our
tired men. Huge yellow clouds burst from her side:
some sceonds later came a crash as if the sky had
fallen in, followed almost iinmediately by a tremendous
roar somewhere on land. Looking in the direction of
the Turkish position you saw a vast cloud of earth and
green smoke rise skyward. The Queen Flizabeth had
heen provided with monstrous shrapnel sent out specinliy
for this job. The shell weighs nearly a ton. and, burst-
ing, leaves in the air not merely the little pufl’ of
ordinary shrapnel, but a miniature thundereloud. )

Tiarly on the second worning, the Eighthk Australinn
Infantry repelled four Turkish charges. The Fourth
Infantry made a most gallant attack with the hayonet
and drove the Turks baek through the scrub until they
cume on the Turkish camp. The Ninth and Tenth went
straight through that until faced by three nmchine guns
in position further back, and eame under fire of a
battery. This battalion was afterwards ordered to retire
somewhat, as the position was difficult to support. The
Turks next attacked the left and right of the Third
Brigade. The fire of the Queen Elizabeth and that of
the other warships soon settled the fate of the formoer
attack, but, in the latter ease, the fiorce fire of the
machine guns sweeping down the ridge, which was
peeuliarly exposed to shrapnel fire, proved too trying
for the hattalion holding it. There had heen no opper-
tunity of digging trenches at this spet, the fire being
too hot. The battalion had been put straight into this
nasty corner immediately after arvival, and was sub-
jeeted to a heavy strain. TFor the time, the ridge was
left almost clear of our troops, and the Turks began to
ereep up to the cdge of it almost in the rear of the
Third Brigade. This was towards evening, and the
Third Brigade had been in the trenches continuously
fighting, many of the men without any food. Ivery
man brought ashore with him three days’ rations, but
in the fierce rush up the billside on Sunday morning.
many had left their packs behind. On Monday after-
noon, an endeavour was made to take some hattalions
of this brigade out of the trenches to rest and collest
such portions as were scattered through the firing line.
Part of the Ninth and Tenth were waiting down the
valley at the rear when the Turks began to take this
ridge, There was nothing for it but to send the tired
Ninth and Tenth to take the ridge again. I saw that
advance from a few hundred Yards away. First, one
vory gallant oflicer of the retreating regiment came
through the scrub collecting odds and ends of his hat.
talion from the hollows and waving them forwaril.
Standing up all the time, he succeeded in rallying a
few men and leading them forward several hundyed
yards, There the coffort rested, but I saw this par-
ticular officer several times later running up and down
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in the fiving line in his macintosh, hopping over the
serub antidst a deadly fire when every other Iiving thing
upon that plateau was flat upon its face. Presentiy
up came the Ninth and Tenth line after line. In very
good lines of twenty or thirty they went through the
serub. rushing for all they were worth, dropping every
hundred yards or so to take lrcath, then up again and
on towards the end of the ridge. About three rushes
covered jt: they were facing shrapnel and machine
guns, but reached the required position. Three times
they were driven oft the vidge, and three timwes they
eame gand took it. The Tast fime they remained there.
When the Brigadier asked them afterwards what they
wanted to go and retive for. *Well. we retired
in - very good line, sir,” said one stalwart,
arinming. " And so they did. the beggars,” added
the Brigadier. Just affer the two battalions had
began  their first charge aeross this hill, an order
was passed along the trenches to a point where the
writer was. “ Pass along order to ccase fire; the Bri-
tish are getting round at the hack of the Turks, and
there is a fear of hitting them.” Some of the men
ceased firing automatically: hut the officers around me
questioned the order.  “Where does the order come
fram?” they asked. This was passed down. and pre-
sently  the answer eame back. < Order from General
Head-quarters to eease firing.  The Fremel and Indians
are within 2 miles at the baek of the Turks., ¥We are
afraidd of hitting then.”  Our oflicors knew there were
no French nor Indians, and the British were helieved to
e at least 10 miles away. * Take no notice of that
order,” was passed along: but, hefore the firing could be
hegun again, the Turks had two or three minutes during
which they eould raise their heads with impunity to
fire among our undefended men. Fxactly the same
triek was played in another part of the line two hours
carlier. The experience of a very few days has put
ailicers and men wise to these Tuscs.

There was Jittle or no rest for the men in the trenches
or Monday night, and, on Tuesday, the fighting was
#till heavy in parts. Between Tuesday and Thursday,
however, it was at last possible for the tired troops
who had gone up the hills that first Sunday morning
and had been fiphting hard ever since. to he relieved
and sent down to rest in cump., This was the first
time that any estimate could be: made of the losses of
men and officers.  Some supposed to be dead or wounded
tumed up safe and sound from various parts of the
line where they were mixed in with other battalions.
The tired men almost all enjoyed a bathe during the
liours of the afternoon, and for a time the beach in the
midst of the fiercest battle ever fought in tle Dar-
damelles looked wore like Manly on a bank holiday.
Hundreds of men were bathing together, while out in
the roadstead mine or ten warships were constantly
liring salvoes from huge guns. Along the sunny shore
were amen diving, splashing. and enjoving sunbaths,
Oceasionally shirapnel would ilicker up the water. bhut
very few men were hit—only ome, as far as I know
wa Killed during the whole day whilst hathing, an
acvident which had not the Jeast ‘effect on the hathers,
who might just as casily have been kilied ashore.

Practically all our men have now had a rest of a
day, and have gone back to the trenches. They are
attacked somewlhere every night. For example, there
was a Turkish attack: the Turks did not reach the
trenches, and the dead were lying thick on the ground
this morning. To-day they attacked at anothor parf
of the line, came within 50" yards—but none got nearer,
for the machine gun mowed themn down. Twenty or so
can be seen Iving within a small spuce.
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