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THE NORTHERN TERRITORY OF 
AUSTRALIA.

Relating to the Construction Repair and Main
tenance of Roads in the Northern Territory.

BE it ordained by the Governor-General of the Commonwealth of 
Australia, with the advice of the Federal Executive Council, 

in pursuance of the powers conferred by the Northern Territory Accep­
tance Act 1910 and the Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1910, 
as follows :—

Short Title.

Commencement

Act  of  South 
Australia  in applicable

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Roads Ordinance 1915.

2. This Ordinance shall commence on a day to  be fixed by the 
Administrator by notice in the Gazette of the Northern Territory.

3. The Act of the State of South Australia, No. 314 of 1884, entitled 
the Roads A ct 1884, and any Acts amending the same, shall not in
any way apply in relation to any Road District.

C.4330.

No. 3 of 1915.

AN ORDINANCE
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“ Land Board ” means the Classification Board appointed under 

the  Grown Lands Ordinance 1912 (No. 8, 1912);
“ Owner ” includes a lessee or licensee from the Crown;
“ Road Board ” means a Road Board constituted under this 

Ordinance;
“ Road D istrict” means a Road District proclaimed in pur­

suance of this Ordinance;
“Unimproved capital v a l u e " means the capital sum which 

the fee simple o the land might be expected to realize 
if offered for sale on such reasonable terms and conditions 
as a bonâ fide seller would require, assuming that the 
improvements (if any) thereon, or appertaining thereto, 
and made or acquired by the owner or his predecessor in 
title, had not been m ade; but in respect of any lands 
under lease from the Crown the value of the metals and 
minerals which would, if the land were sold, be reserved 
to the Crown, shall not be taken into consideration.

5. The Governor-General may a t the request of a majority of the 
owners of land in any portion of the Northern Territory not included 
within the district of any District Council, or, in the absence of such 
request, on the recommendation of the Administrator, by proclama
tion—

(a) proclaim any portion of the Northern Territory defined in
the Proclamation to be a Road District;

(b) divide a Road District into two or more Road Districts;
and

(c) alter the boundaries of any Road District.

6 ( 1.) Upon the proclamation by the Governor-General of any 
Road District, the Administrator may appoint a Road Board for the 
Road District.

(2) The Road Board shall consist of not less than three, nor more 
than seven persons, being occupiers or owners within the Road District.

7. The Administrator may from time to time—
(a) appoint one member of a Road Board to be the Chairman 

of the Board, and another member of the Board to be 
the Secretary of the Board ;

(6) remove from office any member of a Road Board, and
(c) appoint any person to fill any vacancy, however occurring, 

in the membership of a Road Board.

8.—(1.) A Road Board shall be a body corporate, with perpetual 
succession and a common seal, and may sue and be sued, plead and 
be impleaded, in all courts and before justices, and may take, purchase, 
hold, sell, and convey any lands or hereditaments whatsoever.

(2.) The common seal of a Road Board shall be affixed to deeds, 
instruments or documents in the presence of the Chairman and the 
Secretary, and the affixing of the seal to all such deeds, instru­
ments or documents shall be attested by the signatures of the 
Chairman and the Secretary.

9. All roads, whether in existence at the commencement of this 
Ordinance or opened after such commencement, which are from time 
to time declared by the Administrator by notice in the Gazette to be 
under the control of any Road Board, shall, together with all timber 
growing thereupon, and bridges and materials and appurtenances thereto 
belonging, be vested in, and be under the care and control of, the 
Road Board.

10. A Road Board shall hold such meetings, and a t such times, 
as it deems necessary for the carrying out of the provisions of this 
Ordinance, and shall hold such special meetings as the Administrator 
directs for the purpose of dealing with any matter in relation to the 
carrying out of this Ordinance which the Administrator brings before 
the Board.
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Duties of 
Bor ds.

Board may 
enter into 
contracts.
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assessment.

Assessment to 
be separate.

Assessment
book.

Making and 
levying of a 
road rate.

Notice of rate 
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1 1. Road, Board shall, out of and so far as its revenue will enable 
it so to do, make, repair and maintain, and keep in good repair, all 
roads in its Road District .that have been declared by the Administrator 
to be under the control of the Road Board.

12. (1.) For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this 
Ordinance, a Road Board may enter into contracts with any person 
or persons for making or repairing any roads, or for furnishing materials, 
or for any other matters or things necessary for making or repairing 
roads.

(2.) Every such contract shall—
(a) be in writing; and
(b) specify the work to be done and the materials to be fur

nished and the price to be paid therefor, and the time 
or times within which work is to be completed, and the 
penalties to be suffered in case of non-performance 
thereof ; and

(c) be executed by the Chairman in the name of, on behalf of,
and under the seal of, the Road Board; and

(d) being duly executed by the persons contracting to perform the
work therein specified, be effective in law, and be binding 
on all parties thereto, their successors, heirs, executors, 
administrators, or assigns, as the case may be,

13. -(1.) A Road Board shall, as soon as practicable after its 
appointment, make an assessment of the unimproved capital value 
of all land within its district.

(2.) Subject to the approval of the Administrator, a Road Board 
may adopt assessments, made by any public authority in the Northern 
Territory.

(3.) After the first assessment has been made or adopted in pur­
suance of this Ordinance, a Road Board may, if it thinks fit, adopt 
such assessment, either in whole or in part, as the assessment for a 
subsequent year, instead of making a new assessment.

14. The assessment to be made under this Ordinance shall be a 
separate assessment in respect of each parcel of land held by each 
separate owner within the district.

15. Every assessment shall be written in a book to be called the 
Road Assessment Book, which shall contain the following particulars :—

(a) the names of the several owners and occupiers of the land 
assessed ;

(b) a short description of, or reference to, each parcel of land 
assessed; and

(e) the unimproved capital value of each parcel of land assessed.

16 .—(1.) For the purposes of this Ordinance each Road Board 
shall in each year make and levy a rate, to be called a road rate, on 
the unimproved capital value of all land within its Road District.

(2.) The amount of the road rate shall not exceed sixpence for 
each pound of unimproved capital value.

(3.) The road rate shall be levied upon land as owned or occupied 
on the thirtieth day of June next preceding the date of the making 
of the rate.

17.—(1.) As soon as practicable after the making of a road rate, 
the Road Board shall give notice thereof to the owners or occupiers 
of all land within its Road District.

(2.) The notice shall specify—
(а) the land ra ted ;
(b) the assessed unimproved capital value of the lan d ;
(c) the amount in the pound payable on the value;
(d) the total amount of the rate payable by the owner or occupier;

and
(e) a date, not being less than two months after the making

of the rate, a t which the rate is payable.
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Bate to be a 
charge on land.

18.__(1.) Any road rate made under this Ordinance, together
with interest thereon a t the rate of five per centum from the date a t 
which the road rate becomes payable as hereinbefore provided, shall 
be, and until paid remain, a charge on the land in respect of which 
i t  is made.

(2.) For the purpose of enforcing any such charge, proceedings 
may be bad and taken in the Supreme Court of the Northern Territory, 
and the Court may order the sale of the whole or any part of the land 
subject to the charge.

1 9 - (1.) If any person is dissatisfied with the assessment of his land
he may appeal therefrom in the manner prescribed to the Land Board 
a t any time before the expiration of the time when the road rate 
becomes payable.

(2.) The notice of appeal shall set forth the grounds on which the 
appellant is dissatisfied with the assessment.

(3.) The fact that an appeal is pending shall not in the meantime 
interfere with or affect the assessment appealed from, and the road 
rate may be levied and recovered on the assessment as if no appeal 
were pending.

(4.) If on hearing the appeal the Land Board alters the assess­
ment, the Road Board shall cause corresponding alterations to be 
made in the records of the assessment, and shall cause an amended 
notice of assessment to be given to the occupier or owner, and a due 
adjustment of the rates paid shall be made, for which purpose amounts 
paid in excess shall be refunded, and amounts short paid shall be 
recoverable as arrears.

20 .—(1.) The amount of any rates declared under this Ordinance 
shall be payable in the first instance by the occupier of the land rated.

(2.) The amount of such rates may also, a t the option of a Road 
Board, be recovered from the owner of the land ra ted :

Provided that, except in the case of Crown lands, any amount of 
such rates paid by an occupier shall, in the absence of a special agree­
ment to the contrary, be afterwards recoverable by the occupier from 
the owner, and any receipt for rates so paid may be tendered to, and 
shall be accepted by, the owner in satisfaction, to the extent of the 
amount specified in the receipt, for any rent due to the owner.

21 . If any person liable to pay rates under the provisions of this 
Ordinance fails to pay any rates due by him within fourteen days after 
the date on which the rates become payable, the Road Board may 
recover the amount of the rates, together with any interest due 
thereon, before a court of competent jurisdiction.

22._(I.) Subject to the approval of the Administrator, a Road
Board may a t the written request of a m a j o r ity  of the landowners in 
its Road District, borrow money from the Government of the Northern 
Territory, for the purpose of making a new road or erecting on any 
exiting road any perm anent works such as the construction of bridges 
or culverts, but not the repair or maintenance of any road.

(2.) The money may be borrowed on the security of the whole or 
any part of the income of the Road Board derived from a rate levied 
under this Ordinance-

(3.) The amount from time to time borrowed by a Road Board 
shall not exceed the capital value, capitalized a t the rate of ten per 
centum, of the rate for the year in which the loan is granted.

(4.) The time for the repayment of the loan shall be fixed by the 
Administrator at the time the loan is granted.

(5) The loan shall bear interest a t such rate, not exceeding five 
per centum per annum, as is fixed by the Administrator.

23 . In  making application for a loan under the provisions of the
last preceding section, a Road Board shall forward to the Administrator

 a full account and an estimate of the cost of the works for 
the carrying out of which the loan is required.
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Repayment
of loan.24.—(1.) In the event of a loan not being repaid within the lame 

fixed therefor, the Administrator may recover the amount of the loan, 
together with interest thereon at the rate fixed by the Administrator, 
in any court of competent jurisdiction.

(2.) If the amount of any judgment obtained under subsection 
(1.) of this section is not satisfied, the Administrator may, for the 
purpose of recovering the amount (including interest), due in respect 
of the loan, from time to time levy a rate, to be called a Loan Repay­
ment Rate, upon the unimproved value of each parcel of land in the 
Road District the Road Board of which has made default in the re­
payment of the loan, and for the purpose of recovering the amount of 
such rate shall have all the powers and authorities which are by this 
Ordinance conferred upon the Road Board with respect to the collec­
tion and recovery of a road rate.

(3.) Any excess which is recovered by the Administrator by virtue 
of the levying of a loan repayment rate shall be handed over to the 
Road Board, and shall thereupon become the property of the Board.

Subsidy for 
Road Boards.

35.—(1.) The Administrator may grant to any Road Board, 
out of moneys from time to time appropriated by the Parliament 
for the purpose, a subsidy not exceeding in amount One pound for 
every pound expended by the Board for any of the following purposes, 
namely:—

(a) any purpose for which the Road Board may borrow money
under section twenty-two of this Ordinance; and

(b) any purpose which in the Administrator’s opinion is likely
to benefit any unoccupied Crown Lands in the Road 
District.

(2.) The Administrator may withhold the amount of any such 
subsidy in the event of the Road Board failing to carry out any of 
the provisions of this Ordinance.

Books of 
account to be 
kept by Board.

26.—(1.) Every Road Board shall cause to be kept, in such form 
as the Administrator directs, true and correct accounts of all sums of 
money received and paid by the Board under and by virtue of this 
Ordinance.

(2.) Such accounts shall at all times be open for inspection by the 
Administrator or any officer appointed by him for that purpose.

Regulations.27.—(1.) The Administrator may make regulations prescribing 
all matters which are necessary or convenient to be prescribed for 
carrying out or giving effect to this Ordinance.

(2.) All regulations so made shall be notified in the Gazette, and 
copies thereof shall forthwith be forwarded to the Minister.

(3.) The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, disallow any 
regulation, and the regulation shall thereupon cease to have effect.

Dated the twenty-fifth day of March, One thousand nine hundred 
and fifteen.

(Signed) R. M. FERGUSON,
Governor-General.

By His Excellency’s Command,
(Signed) H. MAHON,

Minister for External Affairs.

Printed and  Published for  the G overnment o f  the C ommonwealth  o f  A ustralia b y  A lbert J. Mullett,
Government Printer for the State o f Victoria.


