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Prime Minister's Department,
Melbourne, 24th December, 1915.

TTIE following reports, received from Mie
Official Press Representative with the Aus-

tralian Imperial Forces, are published for general
information.

W. M. HUGHES,
Prime Minister.

GABA TEPE, 22nd October. A good deal has
reached the Australian press, about the breakdown
of the hospital transport arrangements in the
early days of the expedition, and of certain de-
fects later. Those matters, no doubt, are being,
or have been investigated by the proper autho-
rities. May it be . hoped that the. public will
not include in general condemnation those who
have been from the first working. splendidly for
their country in a zone to which that condemna-
tion cannot and does not apply the zone of opera-
tions from the firing line to. the beach.

It would be unfortunate if,' because of matters
which may . or may not have occurred in the
transport of the wounded or subsequently, the
medical service and system which has been the
pride of Anzac should come under any slur. From
the. Australian stretcher bearers, whose. work under
fire has been the admiration of all who have the
least knowledge of them, to the work of those
responsible for the sanitation of the 1st Australian
Division which lately won from a commission of
visiting British surgeons the highest praise, the
record of the Australian Medical Service at Anzac
has been such as to deserve not a slur, but the
warmest thanks their country can give.

There were obvious reasons for this which it willbe useful to bear in mind if ever a future ex-
pedition has to. be equipped. The medical men
who, came away with the first expedition, and
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therefore who ha. e been responsible for the work
at Anzac, are almost entirely men who had been
in the Australian Army Medical Corps before the
war, and liad become familiar with the organiza-
tion of a war service getting wounded quickly
from the. front, clearing them rapidly and with-
out confusion towards the base, getting stretcher -
bearers and stretchers back to the front again,
keeping the records as each man was cleared, and
so on.

THE YOUNG MAN'S WAR.
A man does not. need to be a great surgeon to

de work like that. He needs capable surgeons
under him, and he needs to be a capable medical
mean in order to have a sure knowledge of what
things generally are medically advisable for the
Army ór the. v,Tounded, and which of the wounded
must be got away instantly.. But as for getting
the wounded away or seeing that those are done
or those materials procured, a distinguished sur-
geon or a great Consulting physician is not neces-
sarily any more qualified than a lively shipping
event or the secretary of an insurance society.
What is wanted there is a surgeon with business
capacity, a.nd the.. senior Harley- street man may
have it or he may not. But the man who nearly
always has it and the man who is, by the consent
of all who have seen the facts. marked out as
par excellence the man for this part of the. work
is the younger class of surgeon, who either is or
has lately been superintendent or registrar of his
hospital. The active sanitary specialist from the
Board of Health of the State, or of some big city
has big work also waiting for him on the .staff
or as regimental surgeon you cannot overrate
the work's importance. The clever surgeon lias
his, surgical work under the Administrator in field
ambulance or hospital ship or hospital, but especi-
ally in the two last for the surgery at the actual
front is necessarily of a .hurried and minor de-
scription. The work of the great surgeon, as a
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great surgeon, is on the hospital ship or at one
of the hospitals where, after an action, life after
life may be saved by his skill he and the great
physician are properly the consulting surgeons
and physicians of the hospitals and hospital ships
hereexactly the place, they take in the organiza-
tion of the great world of competition outside.'
I have seen a great surgeon utterly wasted because
fate had attached him to a big hospital full of
cases of minor sickness, when within a day or
two's sail operations were being performed by
those who were probably quite as capable as he of
dealing in minor medicine, whereas no one pos-
sibly within some thousand miles bore quite his
reputation as a surgeon. It has been suggested
that if surgeons were divided for army purposes
into first, second, and third class operators the
proper use of the services would probably be made
easier. However that may be, there is need for
some system which would see that each man was
put to his proper work. That system exists
within the comparatively small limits of Anzac.
As far as it is possible for the authorities there
to organize it, it has worked with great success.
The work of organizing an important service in a
campaign like this needs almost as much agility
of mind as the climbing of these hills needs agility
of body.' The mind has to jump from one ob-
stacle to another and to wind its way through
sudden shocks, surprises, and dislocations like an
acrobat. It is a young man's war. There are
signal exceptions, but I do not think any one will
deny that the successes have generally been those
of the younger men. If there has been a mistake.
in Australia in the past, it has, perhaps, been the
choosing for responsible commands of men who
are too old. This may have been due in the
military branch to the difficulty of finding among
younger men out there any who had a tithe of
the necessary experience. But in the medical
branch the same consideration could only apply
by a false analogy. The man who has most ex-
perience of military medical organization or the
essentials of the Hospital Superintendent is the
man who has not forgotten his hospital organiza-
tion, especially if he has had the energy to join
the Medical Corps and train for war in time of
peace. The practice has been when war comes
on to appoint these junior men generally to the
junior posts, and choose for some of the most
responsible senior commands senior men of high
standing in their profession, but who have not
necessarily any hospital or military experience.

One may seem to be talking in abstractions, and,
therefore, I will give one example to show the sort
of problem which in a campaign like this has to
be solved. In the first burst of the landing you
have crowded transports waiting off the _shore,
some with possibly two surgeons on board and
such stores as are in the ship's surgery, and prac-
tically nothing else except the steel walls of the
ship and her ordinary furniture. Why there are
not other stores on board, or a number of hos-
pital ships, or where they are, I do not personally
know and cannot say. But all day long, perhaps
for two days or even for three, barge loads of
wounded come alongside your transport, and the
two men on board have to do what they can with
the means they have.

Now, if those men were just surgeons and
nothing more the chances are they would deal
with each case as it came on board. The first two
cases might be minor bullet wounds which need a
simple dressing : :then a clean cut : then some
ghastly head wound which takes three - quarters of
an hour to deal with. The men who are coming
up the gangway meanwhile are beginning to crowd
up on deck, finding their own way, if they can

walk, to various quarters of the ship from which
it will take a thorough hunt and possibly hours
of time to bring them when their turn arrives.
The lists of men, where they are, and what is the
matter with them, are still being compiled pain-
fully far into the early morning after the ship
has sailed. There is no inventory of the ma-
terials and utensils available, or classification de-
termining how far they will go, and how they had
best" be divided. The ship muddles into harbor
somehow with wonderfully few deaths and a maxi-
mum of discomfort.

On the other hand, the two men in the ship
may have subdivided the open spaces inside the
ship - steering clear of the cabins but labelling
the spaces " Port A," " Starboard A," " Port
B," " Starboard B," and so on, until they have
marked every available space in the ship, and
know exactly how many men can lie with comfort
in each space. They then see that the full
number of beds are made up and laid out in each
of these dormitories, mattresses if they have them,
blankets if they have. not. That night when the
first barge of wounded arrives, one surgeon stands
at the top of the open hatch and the other below.
As each man passes him the surgeon on deck
looks at him and then puts his head over the
hatch and shouts to the surgeon below " Star -
board F." That man has a. chest wound, and
" Starboard F " has been marked off by the two
surgeons as the ward for wounds of that category.

So the ship fills up, the wards near the stern
first, those near the bows later. Every man's
first duty is to go to his bunk and lie. there quietly
until lie is visited by the surgeon, which may be
an hour or two later. He gets a cup of Bovril,
if there is any and he is fit for it, in the mean-
time. By the time that young surgeon comes
round there exists on that transport a hospital
with classified wards, a list of the wounded and
their wounds roughly diagnosed, and a system
which will work smoothly through the voyage.

That is the sort of ability needed in the first
instance, and that, in fact, was shown by com-
paratively junior surgeons almost straight from
their work as Hospital Superintendents or their
other hospital appointments in Sydney, Mel -
bourne, and elsewhere.. They have made up their
minds. that there could be no sleep for them or
the. men of their Corps. on the way to the Base,
and there generally was none not more than a
few hours, at any rate. They have to look for-
ward to taking it out in rest on the. voyage back.
Indeed, one of the marks of the. medical service
right through to the Base has been the way in
which surgeons, nurses, attendants, and stretcher -

bearers in this Australian service have worked
themselves to a standstill worked themselves
without allowing themselves to think of rest until
the work should be finished, by which time they
could scarcely stand upright on their legs. Why
they have had to lie on the ground or work with-
out equipment if available equipment was there,
whether their own or any one else's, I do not
know, and it is to. be trusted the Government will
find out. It is idle to deny that on the lines of
communication surgeons were working under con-
ditions and hospitals labouring under difficulties
which it is hard to believe, in spite of the, urgen-
cies of war, were absolutely necessary.

That has long been a matter of public discus-
sion. But it is necessary that in discussing it
people should be very careful not to allow them-
selves to appear indiscriminately ungrateful to
those who from the first have been doing for their
country a magnificent work. It would be in the
highest degree unjust to allow any such slur to
attach to. the medical administration in the 'Penin-
sula itself.
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GABA TEPE, 26th November. Lieutenant
General Birdwood published the following special
order:" Kitchener has desired me to convey to
the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps a
message which he was specially entrusted by the
King to bring to our Army Corps. His Majesty
commanded Kitchener to express His high appre-
ciation of the gallant and unflinching conduct of
our men throughout the fighting, which has been
as hard as any yet seen during the war, and wishes
to express His complete confidence in the deter-
mination and fighting qualities of our men to
assist in carrying this war to an entirely success-
ful termination." The order proceeds :
" Kitchener has ordered me to express to all the
very great pleasure it gave him to have the oppor-
tunity, which he considers a privilege, of visiting
Anzac to see for himself some of the wonderfully
good work which lias been done by the officers
and men of our Army Corps, as it was not until
he had himself seen the positions we captured and
hold that he was able to fully realize the mag-
nitude of the work which has been accomplished.
Kitchener much regretted that time did not per-
mit of his seeing the whole Corps, but he was
very pleased to see a considerable proportion of
officers and men, and to find all in such good
heart, and so confidently imbued with that grand
spirit which lias carried them through all their
trials and many dangerous feats of arms a spirit
which he is quite confident they will maintain
until they have taken their full share in com-
pletely overthrowing our enemies." Lieutenant
General Birdwood himself added : ` ` Boys, we
may all well be proud to receive such a message,
and it is up to all of us to live up to it and prove
its truth." The Turks, probably uncertain
whether we were withdrawing from the Peninsula,
attacked the Anzac position where it approaches
most closely to the summit of the main ridge.

One line of the enemy rushed forward to within
bombing distance, lay down and threw bombs.
No man reached our trench. The attack, which
was confined to this one small section of our line,
was repulsed without the loss of a single man on
our side. The Turkish loss was possibly sixty.
Weather is cold, but still fine.

GABA TEPE, 27th November. During the last
two nights the Turks made constant reconnais-
sances. Yesterday morning about 40 Turks
approached our trenches at Quinn's Post. One
brave man actually jumped in, and was killed
immediately. The others were easily routed.
This morning similar attempts were made along
almost the whole of the southern portion of the
line, extending as far north as the centre. Par-
ties, varying from half -a -dozen to at least 100,
left the Turkish trenches between midnight and
early dawn and crept towards our parapets. No
party attempted to face serious opposition, but
some loss was inflicted by the 7th Light Horse,
opposite whom, when daylight arrived, could be
seen the bodies of 20 dead Turks. Afterwards
sounds of shouting and groaning could be. heard
from the direction of the Turkish trenches, pos-
sibly due to officers " talking " to troops for not
having pushed the reconnaissance to better effect.

VICTORIA CROSSES.

Particulars of the Crosses awarded the 7th Bat
talion, which were previously unavailable, in
Gallipoli are as follows : The 7th Battalion was
put into Lone Pine on the third day of the fight,
and happened to be holding a position relieving

one of the other Battalions, when a very heavy
counter- attack was delivered by the Turks at 4
in the morning. A report had just been sent to
Head - Quarters that all was quiet, when parties of
Turks appeared coming up Turkish communica-
tion trenches from every side of the position.
Turkish machine -guns from a neighbouring posi-
tion played on our parapets, which were then very
low, and made it impossible for our men to put
up their heads over the top and stop the attack by
rifle fire. At the same time, owing to our com-
munication trenches being as yet unfinished, we
were unable to keep up a supply of bombs. In
this predicament the Turks began pushing down
one of the barricades which we had erected across
the communication trench leading from the centre
of our front. Lieutenant Tubb, practically alone,
with his revolver drove back the Turks from this
barricade, of which only about 1 foot was left
standing by the Turkish bomb explosions, and
himself held the Turks at bay while Corporals
Burton and Dunstan piled sandbags on sandbags,
rebuilding the barrier. Turkish bombs rained
on the sandbags and twice blew them down. Lieu-
tenant Tubb was wounded on head and arms, and
covered with bruises of concussion. Burton fell
back dying, but the work was continued until
the barricade was rebuilt. Tubb then had his
wounds dressed, and returned immediately to the
fight. During these events, a little to the left
along the fire trench Lieutenant Symons, of the
saine Battalion, was building a bridge of sand-
bags across the trench in order to block the fire
of the Turkish machine -guns above mentioned, as
beams could not be placed overhead in the face
of fire which was absolutely deadly, he stopped
in front holding up a steel screen above his head
behind which the men worked. This was just
about finished when an urgent summons came
from the extreme right of the captured trenches,
where two Turkish communication trenches ran
into our fire trench. Our sentries had been
driven off, and this corner, for the time being,
was absolutely open to the enemy, who were con-
tinually bombing from just round the corner of
both saps. Symons held the position quite un-
aided, whilst summoning up men to secure it.
The only barricade consisted of a step three sand-
bags high. While Symons was there a Turk
appeared, jumped the barricade, and was coming
further when Symons shot him. Presently a
second stepped over the barrier. Symons shot
him, and he fell across it. The place was being
bombed from three directions. Symons there-
fore withdrew his men a few yards and built up
a new barricade, which settled the fight in this
awkward corner.

Spells of cold, wet, and stormy weather appear
to have definitely begun. To -night a fierce
north wind is blowing, with intermittent showers
of rain. Since yesterday the paths and saps
have been ankle deep in mud. The men accept
the conditions with the usual dry Australasian
humour. Besides the outgoing Christmas mail
which was recently reported sunk on a tug, a
large incoming mail foundered also.

GABA TEPE, 28th November. Last night a
fierce and bitterly cold north -east wind turned the
drizzling showers into snow. This morning Anzac
woke up to find the whole country covered with a
thin white mantle and big flakes still falling. To
four -fifths of the Australians this was the first
time in their lives they had ever seen snow fall-
ing. The snowstorm, which was probably the
offshoot of the same very severe conditions which
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have prematurely descended upon the Russian
theatre of war, has arrived a month before the
ordinary date of such conditions in Gallipoli, and
undoubtedly caught the troops in the Peninsula
in soin ways unprepared. But we know for
certain that the Turks are far more unprepared
than the British. Some Victorian battalions
which had just finished a spell of rest had no
roof or walls for shelter except a thin waterproof
sheet tied up as best could be managed. I went
through all these battalions this morning expect-
ing to find the men half frozen after the miserable
night.- The snow was by then melting, and the
whole camping ground was inches deep in mud
and slime, which nearly sucked your boots off at
every step. The whole camp appeared, if any-
thing, more cheerful than usual. I truly believe
this was largely due to sheer novelty of the sight
of snow. In many cases the first thing a man
heard of the snowstorm was the thud of a snow-
ball under- the edge of his waterproof sheet. I
walked through a great part of the firing line
during the. day. Snow was continually falling.
The men in the trenches were very cold but sur-
prisingly cheerful. Snow clustered on the sand-
bags and on the caps and overcoats of the men.
Wherever the trenches were roofed, icicles dropped
from overhead. I constantly heard men admiring
the scenery. " Look at those trees, mate," saidone sentry', " the snow looks beautiful on the
leaves, don't it?" Tl.le landscape was to my
mind marred by certain ugly crossed stakes
threaded with barbed wire, and the black sand-
bags of the Turkish trenches 50 yards down the
hill ; but. this first sight of snow undoubtedly
helped to take the edge off the bitterness of the
weather. This morning some Victorians could be
heard singing Harry Lauder's songs under their
miserable little bivouacs. The novelty, however,
will probably wear off very quickly. Waterproof
capes and a fair proportion of tall gum boots were
to -day being issued to troops. Most Australians
have fairly warm woollen underclothing, though
not yet sheepskins. Many turn their socks. into
mittens, but warm hand and foot gear, especially
the former, would probably be very acceptable.

As I write night has fallen; the wind is far more
bitter than even last night ; snow is still falling,
and the ground is now freezing hard. From what
I have seen to -day I am certain that, given ma-
terials and ordinary provisions which the autho-
rities have been making efforts to procure, the
Australian, with his magnificent physique, will
endure winter as well as most British soldiers, if
not better. Australians are as well provided for
as ally troops in this Eastern theatre, but it must
be remembered that ordinary material cannot be
procured and brought to the troops in Gallipoli
as simply as in France, and, without it, these
campaigns in the East might easily become almost
a second Crimea.

GABA TEPE, 2nd December. The weather con-
tinued for three more nights bitterly cold, but
the days cleared up into most exquisite sunny
weather. The Victorian battalions had better
shelter after the first night.

Australians are standing the conditions mag-
nificently, chiefly owing to their fine physique and
cheerful spirits. The British in some more ex-
posed positions suffered more severely. As for
the. Turks on Suvlz. Plain, a torrent descending
from the hill down the trenches swamped the gar-
risons, who had to jump out, and in several places
were slot down by our men whilst escaping from
the downpour. The bodies of thirteen Turks
drowned in the trenches were actually swirled by
the stream through the. Suvla lines. The con-
ditions at Anzac have this in their favour, that
the. hills prevent. the water remaining deep. in the
trenches. On 29th November the Turks bom-
barded. Lone Pine and some other parts of the
line for nearly two hours, using some 8 -inch,
9 -inch, and 10 -inch howitzers. These guns, I
believe, are not new ones. No attack followed,
nor was there ever the least reason. for any anxiety
if it had.

Prime Minister's Department,
Melbourne, 24th December, 1915.

THE following copy of London Gazette, dated
1st November, 1915, is published for gene-

ral information.
NV. M. HUGHES,

Prime Minister.

War Office,
1st November, 1915.

The following despatch has been received by
the Secretary of State for War from the Field
Marshal Commanding -in- Chief, The British Armyin France:

General Head- quarters,
British Army in France,

15th October, 1915.
MY LORD,

i have the honour to report the operations of
the Forces under my command since the date. of
those described in my last despatch dated 15th
June, 1915.

1. Those of the greatest importance took place
during the. last days of the period under report.
Nevertheless, the Army under my command was

constantly engaged throughout the whole time in
enterprises which, althpugh not securing the same
important results, have yet had considerable in-
fluence on the course. of events.'

2. On 2nd June. the enemy made a final offen-
sive in the Ypres salient with the object of gain-
ing our trenches and position at Hooge. The
attack was most determined and was preceded by
a severe bombardment. A gallant defence was
made by troops of the 3rd Cavalry Division and
1st Indian Cavalry Division, and our position was
maintained throughout.

During the first weeks of June the front of the
Second Army was extended to the north as far as
the village. of Boesinghe.

3. After the conclusion of the Battle of Festu-
bert the troops of the First Army were engage:
in several minor operations.

By an attack delivered on the evening of 15th
June after a prolonged bombardment the. 1st
Canadian Brigade obtained possession of the Ger-
man front line trenches north -east of Givenchy,
but were unable to retain them owing to their
flanks being too much exposed.

4. On 16th June an attack was carried out by
the 5th Corps on the Bellewaarde Ridge, east of
Ypres.
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The enemy's front line was captured, many of
his dead and wounded being found in the trenches.

The troops, pressing forward, gained ground as
far east as the Bellewaarde Lake, but found them
Qelves unable to maintain this advanced position.
They were, however, successful . in consolidating
the ground won during the first part of the
attack, on a front of 1,000 yards, including the
advanced portion of the enemy's salient north of
the Ypres -Menin -road.

During this action the fire of the artillery was
most effective, the prisoners testifying to its de-
structiveness and accuracy. It also prevented the
delivery of counter- attacks, which were paralyzeu
at the outset.

Over 200 prisoners were taken, besides some
machine -guns, trench material, and gas apparatus.

Holding attacks by the neighbouring 2nd and
6th Corps were successful in helping the main
attack, whilst the 36th French Corps co- operated
very usefully with artillery fire. on Pilkem.

Near Hill 60 the 15th Infantry Brigade made
four bombing attacks, gaining and occupying
about 50 yards: of trench.

On 6th July a small attack was made by the
11th Infantry Brigade on a German salient be-
tween Boesinghe and Ypres, which resulted in
the capture of a frontage of about 500 yards of
trench and a number of prisoners.

In the course of this operation it was necessary
to move a gun of the. 135th Battery, Royal Field
Artillery, into the front line to destroy an enemy
sap-head. To reach its position the gun had to
be taken over . a. high canal embankment, rafted
over the canal under fire, pulled up a bank with
a slope of nearly 45 degrees, and then dragged
over three trenches and a sky -line to its position
70 yards from the German lines. This was car-
ried out without loss.

This incident. is of minor importance in itself,
but I quote it as an example of the daily diffi-
culties which officers and men in the trenches are
constantly called upon to overcome, and of the
sprit of initiative and resource which is so
marked a feature amongst them.

From the 1.0íh to the 12th July the enemy
made attempts, after heavy shelling, to recapture
the lost portion of their line; but our artillery,
assisted by that. of the French on our left, pre-
vented any serious assault from being delivered.
Minor attacks were constant, but were easily re-
pulsed by the garrison of our trenches.

On 19th July an enemy's redoubt at the western
end of the Hooge defences was successfully mined
and destroyed, and a small portion of the enemy's
trenches was captured.

5. Since my last despatch a new device has
been adopted by the enemy for driving burning
liquid into our trenches with a strong jet.

Thus supported, an attack was made on the
trenches of the Second Army at Hooge, on the
Menin -road, early on 30th July. Most of theinfantry occupying these trenches were driven
back, but their retirement was. due far More to
the surprise and temporary confusion caused bythe burning liquid than to the actual damage
inflicted.

Gallant endeavours were made by repeated
counter- attacks to recapture the lost section of
trenches. These, however, proving unsuccessfuland costly, a new line of trenches was consolidated
a short distance further back.

Attacks made by the enemy at the same time
west of Bellewaarde Lake were repulsed.

On 9th August these losses were brilliantly re-
gained, owing to a successful attack carried out
l:y the. 6th Division. This attack was very well
executed and resulted in the recapture, with small
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casualties, not only of the whole of the lost
trenches, but, in addition, of 400 yards of Ger-
man trench north of the Menin -road.

At the end of this engagement it was estimated
that between 400 and 500 German dead were
lying on' the battlefield.

Valuable help was rendered by two batteries of
French artillery lent by General Hely d'Oissel,
commanding the 36th French Corps.

6. From the conclusion of the above mentioned
operations until the last week in September there
was relative quiet along the whole of the British
line, except at those points where the normal con -
ditions of existence comprised occasional shelling
or constant mine and bomb warfare. In these
trying forms of encounter all ranks have con-
stantly shown the greatest enterprise and courage,
and have consistently maintained the upper hand.

The. close accord and co- operation which has
always existed between the Commander -in -Chief
of our Allies and myself has been maintained, and
T have had constant meetings with General Joffre,
who has kept rue informed of his views and inten-
tions., and explained the successive methods by
which he hopes to attain his ultimate. object.

After full discussion of the military situation
a decision was arrived at for joint action, in which
I acquiesced.

It was arranged that we should make a com-
bined attack from certain points of the Allied line
during the last week in September.

The reinforcements I have received enabled me
to comply with several requests which General
Joffre has made that I should take over additional
portions of the French line.

'7. In fulfilment of the rôle assigned to it in
these operations the Army under my command
attacked the enemy on the morning of the 25th
September.

The main attack was delivered by the 1st and
4th Corps between the La Bassée Canal on the
north and a point of the. enemy's line opposite
the village of Grenay on the south.

At the same time a secondary attack, designed
N the object of distracting the enemy's atten-
tion and holding his troops to their ground, was
nade by the 5th Corps on Bellewaarde Farm,
ituated to the east of Ypres. Subsidiary attacks

wvitli similar objects were delivered by the 3rd
and Indian Corps north of the. La Bassée Canal
lid along the whole front of the Second Army.
The object of the secondary attack by the 5th

Corps was most effectively achieved, for not only
va s the enemy contained . on that front, but we
lave reason to believe that reserves were hurried
oward that point of the line.
The attack was 'made at daybreak by the 3rd

i d 14th Divisions. and àt first the greater part
f the enemy's front line was taken; but, owing
c the powerful artillery fire concentrated against
hem, the. troops were unable to retain the ground,
n d had to return to their original trenches to-
vard nightfall. The 5th Corps succeeded, how
ver, in capturing two officers and 138 other
rsoners.
Similar demonstrations with equally good results

were made along the whole. front of the Second
rmy.
With the same object in view, those units of the
irst Army occupying the line north of the
ethune -La, Bassée Canal were detailed to carry

ut some minor operations.
Portions of the 1st Corps assaulted the enemy's

reaches at Givenchy. The Indian Corps st-
acked the Moulin du Piétre. while the 3rd Corps
as directed against the trenches at Le Bridoux.
These attacks started at daybreak and were at

rst successful all along the line. Later in the
ay the enemy brought up strong reserves, and
fter hard fighting and variable fortunes the
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troops engaged in this part of the line reoccupied
their original trenches at nightfall. They suc-
ceeded admirably, however, in fulfilling the role
allotted to them, and in holding large numbers of
the enemy away from the main attack.

The 8th Division of the 3rd Corps and the
Meerut Division of the Indian Corps were prin-
cipally engaged in this part of the line.

On the front of the Third Army subsidiary
operations of a similar nature were successfully
carried out.

The Wing of the Royal Flying Corps attached
to this Army performed valuable work by under-
taking distant flights behind the enemy's lines
and by successfully blowing up railways, wrecking
trains, and damaging stations on his line of com-
munication by means of bomb attacks.

Valuable assistance was rendered by Vice
Admiral Bacon and a squadron of His Majesty's
ships operating off Zeebrugge and Ostend.

8. The general plan of the main attack on the
25th September was as follows- -

In co- operation with an offensive movement by
the 10th French Army on our right, the ist and
4th Corps were to attack the enemy from a point
opposite the little mining village of Grenay on
the south to the La Bassée Canal on the north.
The Vermelles- Hulluch -road was to be the divid-
ing line between the two Corps, the 4th Corps
delivering the right attack, the 1st Corps the left.

In view of the great length of line along which
the British troops were operating it was necessary
to keep a strong reserve in my own hand. The
11th Corps, consisting of the Guards, the 21st and
the 24th Divisions, were detailed for this purpose.

This reserve was the more necessary owing to
the fact that the 10th French Army had to post-
pone its attack until 1 o'clock in the day; and,
further, that the Corps operating on the French
left had to be directed in a more or less south-
easterly direction, involving, in case of our success,
a considerable gap in our line.

To insure, however, the speedy and effective
support to the ist and 4th Corps in the case of
their success, the 21st and 24th Divisions passed
the night of the 24th -25th on the line Beuvry
(to the east of Bethune) -Noeux les Mines. The
Guards Division was in the neighbourhood of
Lillers on the same night.

I also directed the General Officer Command-
ing Second Army to draw the 28th Division back
to Bailleul and to hold it in readiness to meet
unexpected eventualities.

The British Cavalry Corps, less 3rd Cavalry
Division, under General Fanshawe, was posted in
the neighbourhood of St. Pol and Bailleul les
Pernes, and the Indian Cavalry Corps, under
General Rimington, at Doullens, both in readiness
to co- operate with the French Cavalry in exploit-
ing any success which might be attained by the
combined French and British. Forces. Plans for
effective co- operation were fully arranged between
the Cavalry Commanders of both Armies.

The 3rd Cavalry Division, less one brigade, was
assigned to the General Officer Commanding First
Army as a reserve, and moved into the area of
the 4th Corps on the 21st and 22nd September.

9. Opposite the front of the main line of attack
the distance between the enemy's trenches and
our own varied from about 100 to 500 yards.

The country over which the advance took place
is open and overgrown with long grass and self-
sown crops.

From the canal southward our trenches and
those of the enemy ran, roughly, parallel up an
almost imperceptible rise to the south -west.

From the Vermelles- Hulluch -road southward
the advantage of height is on the enemy's side as
far as the Bethune- Lens -road. There the two

lines of trenches cross a spur in which the rise
culminates, and thence the command lies on the
side of the British trenches.

Due east. of the intersection of spur and
trenches, and a short mile away, stands Loos.
Less than a mile further south -east is Hill 70,
which is the summit of the gentle rise in the
ground.

Other
were :

" Fosse 8 " (1,000
which is a coal mine
defended slag heap.

" The Hohenzollern Redoubt. " A strong work
thrust out nearly 500 yards in front of the Ger-
man lines and close to our own. It is connected
with their front line by three communication
trenches abutting into the defences of Fosse 8.

Cité St. Elie. A strongly defended mining
village lying 1,500 yards south of Haisnes.

" The Quarries."Lying half -way to the Ger-
man trenches west of Cité St. Elie.

Hulluch. A village strung out along a small
stream, lying less than half -a -mile south -east of
Cité St. Elie and 3,000 yards north -east of Loos.

Half -a -mile north of Hill 70 is " Puits 14 bis,"
another coal -mine, possessing great possibilities
for defence when taken in conjunction with a
strong redoubt situated on the north -east side of
Hill 70.

10. The attacks of the ist and 4th Corps were
delivered at 6.30 a.m., and were successful all
along the line, except just south of the La Bassée
Canal.

The enemy met the advance by wild infantry
fire of slight intensity, but his artillery fire was
accurate and caused considerable casualties.

The 47th Division on the right of the 4th Corps
rapidly swung its left forward and occupied the
southern outskirts of Loos and a big double slag
heap opposite Grenay, known as the Double
Crassier. Thence it pushed on, and, by taking
possession of the cemetery, the enclosures and
chalk pits south of Loos, succeeded in forming a
strong defensive flank.

This London Territorial Division acquitted
itself most creditably. It was. skilfully led, and
the troops carried out their task with great energy
and determination. They contributed largely to
our success in this part of the field.

On the left of the 47th Division a Scottish
Division of the New Armies (15th Division) as-
saulted Loos Hill 70, and Fosse 14 bis.

The attack was admirably delivered, and in a
little more than an hour parts of the division
occupied Loos and its northern outskirts, Puits
14 bis, and Hill 70, whilst some units had pushed
on as far as Cité St. Auguste, a mile east of
Hill 70.

The 15th Division carried out its advance with
the greatest vigour, in spite of its left flank being
exposed, owing to the 1st Division on its left
having been checked.

About 1 p.m. the enemy brought up strong
reserves, and the advanced portions of the division
at Fosse 14 bis and on the far side of Hill 70 were
driven in. We had, however, secured the very
substantial gain of Loos and the western portion
of Hill 70.

11. At 9.30 a.m. I placed the 21st and 24th
Divisions at the disposal of the General Officer
Commanding First Army, who at once ordered
the General Officer Commanding the 11th Corps
to move them up in support of the attacking
troops.

Between 11 a.m. and 12 noon the central
brigades of these divisions filed past me at Bethune

notable tactical points in our front

yards south of Auchy),
with a high and strongly
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and Noeux les Mines respectively. At 11.30
a.m. the heads of both divisions were within 3
miles of our original trench line.

As the success of the 47th Division on the right
of the 4th Corps caused me less apprehension of a
gap in our line near that point, I ordered the
Guards Division up to Noeux les Mines, and the
28th Division to move in a southerly direction
from Bailleul.

12. The ist Division, attacking on the left of
the 15th, was unable at first to make any head-
way with its right brigade.

The brigade on its left (the ist) was, however,
able to get forward and penetrated into the out-
skirts of the village of Hulluch, capturing some
gun positions on the way.

The determined advance of this brigade, with
its right flank dangerously exposed, was most
praiseworthy, and, combined with the action of
divisional reserves, was instrumental in causing
the surrender of a German detachment some 500
strong which was holding up the advance of the
right brigade in the front system of trenches.

The inability of the right of this division to get
forward had, however, caused sufficient delay to
'enable the enemy to collect local reserves behind
the strong second line.

The arrangements, the planning and execution
of the attack, and the conduct of the troops of
the 4th Corps were most efficient and praiseworthy.

13. In the attack of the 1st Corps the 7th IZivi-
sion was directed on the Quarries. The 9th
Division was to capture the Hohenzollern Redoubt
and then to push on to Fosse 8.

The assault of the 7th Division succeeded at
once, and in a very short time they had reached
the western edge of the Quarries, Cité St. Elie,
and even the village of Haisnes, the tendency of
the action having been to draw the troops north-
ward.

On the right of the 9th Division the 26th
Brigade secured Fosse 8 after heavy fighting, and
the 28th Brigade captured the front line of the
German trenches east of Vermelles railway. At
the latter point the fighting was extremely severe,
and this brigade, suffering considerable losses, was
driven back to its own trenches.

At nightfall, after a heavy day's fighting and.
numerous German counter - attacks, the line was,
roughly, as follows :

From the Double Crassier, south of Loos, by
the western part of Hill 70, to the western eyi
of Hulluch ; thence by the Quarries and western
end of Cité St. Elie, east of Fosse 8, back to our
original line.

Throughout the length of the line heavy fight-
ing was in progress. and our hold on Fosse 8,
backed as it is by the strong defences and guns
of Auchy, was distinctly precarious.

Heavy rain fell throughout the day, which was
very detrimental to efficient observation of fire
and reconnaissance by aircraft.

In the course of the night 25th -26th September
the enemy delivered a series of heavy counter-
attacks along most of our new front. The ma-
jority of these were repulsed with heavy loss, but
in parts of the line, notably near the Quarries,
our troops were driven back a certain distance.

At 6 p.m. the. Guards Division arrived at Noeux
les Mines, and on the morning of the 26th I placed
them at the disposal of the General Officer Com-
manding First Army.

14. The situation at the Quarries, described
above, was readjusted by an attack of the 7th
Division on the afternoon of 26th September, and
on that evening very heavy attacks delivered by
the enemy were repulsed with severe loss.

On the 4th Corps front attacks on Hulluch and
on the redoubt on the east side of Hill 70 were
put in operation, but were anticipated by the
enemy organizing a very strong offensive from
that direction. These attacks drove in the ad-
vanced troops of the 21st and 24th Divisions,
which were then moving forward to attack.

Reports regarding this portion of the action
are very conflicting, and it is not possible to farm
an entirely just appreciation of what occurred in
this part of the field.

At nightfall there was no change up to Hill 70,
except for a small gain of ground south of Loos.
From Hill 70 the line bent sharply back to the
north -west as far as Loos -La Bassée -road, which
it followed for. 1,000 yards, bearing thence north-
eastward to near the west end of Hulluch.
Thence northward it was the same as it had been
on the previous night.

The night of September 26th -27th was as dis-
turbed as the previous night, for mány further
counter attacks were made, and constant pressure
was maintained by the enemy.

A dismounted cavalry brigade was thrown into
Loos to form a garrison.

On this day I placed the 28th Division at the
disposal of the General Officer commanding First
Army.

I regret to say that Major - General Sir Thomp-
son Capper, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., commanding
7th Division, was severely wounded on the 26th,
and died on the morning of the 27th. Ere was a
most distinguished and capable leader, and his loss
will be severely felt.

15. Soon after dawn on the 27th it became ap-
parent that the brigade holding Fosse 8 was un-
able to maintain its position, and eventually
it was slowly forced back until at length our front
at this point coincided with the eastern portion
of the Hohenzollern Redoubt.

I regret to say that during this operation
Major- General G. H. Thesiger, C.B., C.M.G.,
A.D.C., commanding the 9th Division was killed
whilst most gallantly endeavouring to secure the
ground which had been won.

In the afternoon of this day the Guards Divi-
sion, which had taken over part of the line to the
north of the 4th Corps, almost restored our former
line, .brin,ginv it up parallel to and slightly west
of the Lens -La Bassée -road.

This Division made a very brilliant and success-
ful attack on Hill 70 in the afternoon. They
drove the Germans off the top of the hill, but
could not take the redoubt, which is on the north-
east slopes below the crest. They also took the
Chalk Pit which lies north of Puits 14, and all
the adjacent woods, but were unable to maintain
themselves in the Puits itself, which was most
effectively commanded by well- posted machine
guns.

The 47th Division on the right of the Guards
captured a wood further to the south and re-
pulsed a severe hostile counter attack.

The 28th was passed in consolidating the
ground gained and in making a certain number
of internal moves of divisions, in order to give the
troops rest, and to enable those units whose
casualties had been heavy to refill their ranks with
reinforcements.

The 47th Division made a little more ground to
the south, capturing one field gun and a few
machine -guns.

On the evening of this day the situation re-
mained practically unchanged.
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16. The line occupied by the troops of the First
Army south of the canal became now very much
extended by the salient with which it indented the
enemy's line.

The French 10th Army had been very heavily
opposed, and I considered that the advance they
were able to. make did not afford sufficient pro-
tection to my right flank.

On representing this to General Joffre he was
kind enough to ask the Commander of the
northern group of French Armies to render me I
assistance.

General Foch met these demands in the same
friendly spirit which he has always displayed
throughout the course of the whole campaign, and t
expressed his readiness to give me all the support t
he could.

On the morning of, the 28th we discussed the
situation, and the General agreed to send the 9th d
French Corps to take 'dyer the ground occupied
by us extending from the French left up to and r
including that portion of Hill 70 which we were
holding, and also the village of Loos.

This relief was commenced on the 30th Septem- ober, and completed on the two following nights. o
17. During the 29th and 30th. September and y

the first days of October, fighting Was almost con- ti\
tinuous along the northern part of the new line, I
particularly about the Hohenzollern Redoubt and oneighbouring trenches, to which the enemy evi- cdently attached great value. His attacks, how- p
ever, invariably broke down with very heavy loss ni
under the accurate fire of our infantry and artil-
lery. tl

The Germans succeeded in gaining some ground oin and about the Hohenzollern Redoubt, but they ii
paid heavily for it in the losses they suffered. ;.ta

Our troops all along the front were. busily en-gaged in consolidating and strengthening the in
ground won, and the efficient and thorough man- stlier in which this work was carried out reflects the th
greatest credit upon all ranks. Every precaution hewas made to deal with the counter attack which cewas inevitable.

poDuring these operations the weather has been nimost unfavorable, and the troops have had tofight in rain and mud, and often in darkness. liaEven these adverse. circumstances have in no. way inaffected the magnificent spirit continually' dis- Inplayed alike by officers and men. In the Casualty hoClearing and Dressing Stations, of which I visited liea great number during the course of the action, mI found nothing but the most cheery optimism Aamoung the wounded.
quI have. to deplore the loss of a third most valu - leyable. and distinguished General of Division dur- thing these operations.
hoOn the afternoon of the 2nd October, Major- beGeneral F. D. V. Wing, C.B., commanding the gil12th Division, was killed. vi18. On the. afternoon of 8th. October our expec- Iftations in regard to a counter attack were ful- refilled. The enemy directed a violent and intense byattack all along the line from Fosse. 8 on the northto the right, of the French 9th Corps on the south. Ar

to. the north -east of the Hohenzollern Redoubt
was temporarily captured. The latter was, how -
ever, speedily retaken, and at midnight on the
9th October the line held by the First Army was
identically the. same as that held befóre the
enemy's attack started.

The main enemy attacks on the front held by
our troops had been against the ist Division in the
neighbourhood of the. Chalk Pit and the Guards
Division in the neighbourhood of the Hehenzol-
ern Redoubt. Both attacks were repulsed, and
the. enemy lost heavily from machine -gun and
artillery fire.

From subsequent information it transpired that
he German attack was made. by about twelve. bat -
alions against. the line Loos- Chalk Pit, and that a
ubsidiary attack by six to eight battalions was

made from the direction of the Hohenzollern Re-
oubt against. the Guards Division.
Some eight or ten German battalions were: di-

ected against the French 9th Corps.
19. The position assaulted and carried with so

mch brilliancy and dash by the 1st and 4th. Corps
ii 25th September was an exceptionally strong
ne. It extended along a distance of some. 6,500
ards., consisted of a double line, which included
-orks of considerable strength, and was a net -
. ork of trenches and bomb- proof shelters: Some
f the dug -outs and shelters formed veritable
aves 30 feet below the ground, with almost im-
a netrable. head cover. The enemy had expended
maths of labour upon perfecting these defences.
The total number of prisoners captured during

iese operations amounted to 57 officers and 3,000
ther ranks. Material which fell into our hands
icluded 26 field -guns, 40 machine-guns, and 3
inenwerfer.
I deeply regret the heavy casualties which were
curred in this battle, but in view of the great
rengtln of the position, the stubborn defence of
e enemy, and the powerful artillery. by which
was supported, I do not think they were ex-

ssive. 1 am happy to be able to add that the pro -
rtion of slightly wounded is relatively very large
deed.
20. Since. the date of my last despatch the Army
s received strong reinforcements, and every re-
forcement lias had its quota of Field Artillery.
addition, numerous batteries of heavy guns and

witzers have been added to. the strength of the
avy artillery. The arrival of these reinforce-
ents in the field liar tested the capacity of the
rtillery as a whole to expand to meet the re-
irenients of the Army, and to maintain the high
el of efficiency that has characterized this arm

roughout the campaign. Our enemy may have
ped, not perhaps without reason, that it would
impossible for us, starting from such small be-

nnings, to. build up an efficient Artillery to pro
de for the very large expansion of the Army.
lie entertained such hopes, he has now good

ason to know that. they have not been justified
the result.

The efficiency of the Artillery of the New
m:.es has exceeded all expectations, and during

period under review excellent services have
en rendered' by the Territorial Artillery.
The necessity to denude the old batteries of
gular Horse and Feld Artillery of officers. and
n- commissioned officers, in order to provide for

expansion referred to, has not in any way im-
ired their efficiency, and they continue to set
example to all by their high standard and de-ion to duty.

I must give a special word of praise to the
cers and rank and file of the Royal Garrison
tillery for the admirable way in which they

ve accustomed themselves to the conditions of

The attack was delivered by some twenty -eight tuffbattalions in first line, with larger forces in sup - beport, and was. prepared , by a very heavy bom-
bardment from all parts of the enemy's front. ReAt all parts of the line except two the Germans nowere repulsed with tremendous loss, and it is cona- theputed on reliable authority that they left someto 9,000 dead I inn orne
front of the y on the battlefield in anBritish and French trenches. votOn the. right the attack succeeded in making asmall and unimportant lodgment on the Double cfliCrassier held by the French.; whilst on' the left Arthe trench held by troops of the Guards Division lia
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active service in the field, to which for the most
part they were unaccustomed, and for the man-
ner in which they have applied their general know-
ledge of gunnery to. the special problems arising
in trench warfare. The excellence of their train-
ing and the accuracy of their shooting have,. I feel
sure, made a marked impression on the enemy.

21. The work of the Artillery during the daily i
life in the trenches calls for increasing vigilance,
and the maintenance of an intricate system of
communications in a thorough state of efficiency, e
in order that the guns may be ever ready to ren-der assistance to the Infantry when necessity
arises. A high standard of initiative is also re- T
quired in order to maintain the moral ascendency b

supreme test of war these qualities have never beenfound wanting, thus reflecting the greatest credit
on the organization of the Corps as a whole, and
on the training of the officers and mendually.

The spirit which is imbued in all ranks from
the base ports to the front trenches and beyond
s the same.

No matter where or how the personnel of the
Corps has been employed, devotion to duty and
nergy have been over present.
In this despatch I wish particularly to draw

ttention to the work of the Field Units and Army
roops Companies, which must almost invariably
e performed. under the. most trying circumstancesy night as well as by day. Demanding quali-
ies of whole- hearted courage and self - sacrifice,
ombined with sound judgment and instant action,
1 e work of officers, non- commissioned officers, and
en has been beyond all praise.
The necessity of skilled labour at the front has

een so continuous that Royal Engineer units have
equently been forced to forego those periods of
st which at times it has been possible to grant
other troops; but, in spite of this, they have

sponded loyally to every call on their services.
Notwithstanding the heavy casualties sustained

y all ranks, the esprit de corps of the Royal En-
'leers is such that the new material is at oncenimated by the same ideals, and the same de-tion to duty is maintained.
24. I desire to call your Lordship's attention to
e splendid work carried out by the Tunnellingmpanies. These companies, officered largely by'ling engineers, and manned by professional
ners, have devoted' themselves whole heartedlythe dangerous work of offensive and defensive
ning, a task ever accompanied by great and un-it dangers.
It is impossible within the limits of a despatchgive any just idea of the work of these units,t it will be found, wlieii their history comes towritten, that it will present a story of danger,
heroism, and of difficulties surmounted worthythe best traditions of the Royal Engineers,
der whose general direction their work is car-d out.
5. Owing to the repeated use by the enemyasphyxiating gases in their attacks on our posi-es, I have been compelled to resort to similartliods; and a detachment was organized fors purpose, which took part in the operations
uieiicing on the 25th September for the firste.

over the enemy, by impeding his working parties, b
destroying 'his works, and keeping his artillery tfire under control.

To the many calls upon them the Artillery lias tiresponded in a manner that is altogether admir-
able. m

In the severe offensive actions that have taken bplace it is not too much to say that the first ele- frment of success has been the artillery preparation
of the attack. Only when this preparation has

re
been thorough have our attacks succeeded. It is to
impossible to convey in a despatch an adequate re
impression of the amount of care and labour in- bvolved in the minute and exact preparations that
are the necessary preliminaries of a bombardment gipreparatory to an attack in a modern battle. ai

immense number of guns that it is neces- vo
sary to concentrate, the amount of ammunition
to be supplied to them, and the diversity of the th
tasks to be carried

g nization and technical professional
knowledge. rn i

22. The successful attacks at Hooge. on 9th to
August, and of the First Army on 25th Septem-

show that our Artillery officers possess the `e`necessary talents and the rank and file the neces-sary skill and endurance to insure success in to
operations of this character. bu

beMoreover, the repulse of the enemy's attack on8th October in the neighbourhood of Loos and
of

Hullucli with such heavy losses shows the capacity unof the Artillery to concentrate its. fire promptly
eand effectively at a moment's notice for the de- 2fence of the front.

ofI cannot close these remarks on the Artillerywithout expressing my admiration for the. work of heelthe observing officers and the men who work with thithem. Carrying out their duties, as they do, in conclose proximity to the front line in observing sta- timtions

out, demand a very high orderof skill in organization

that are the special mark of the enemy's Aguns, they are constantly exposed to fire, and are precompelled to carry on their work, involving the wituse of delicate instruments and the making of ell'enice calculations, in circumstances of the greatest ampdifficulty and danger. That they have never trenfailed in their duties, and that they have suf- Tfered very heavy casualties in performing tlieni, theiare to their lasting credit and honour.The work of the Artillery in co-operation withthe Royal Flying Corps continues - o make most theisatisfactory progress and has been most highly nietlcreditable to all concerned.
The new weapons that have been placed in the tioi

26
field during the period under review leave morethan fulfilled expectations, and the enemy must

Tl
be well aware of their accuracy and unfa

y general effici- the
enem23. I have on previous occasions called your coonLordship's attention to the admirable work of the unceCorps of the Royal Engineers.

This work covers a very Th
a high standard of technical

knowledgee skill, dou
s

as well as unflagging energy g b
0.18090.B. gY : and throughout the more

lthougli the enemy was known to have beenpared for such reprisals, our gas attack meti marked success, and produced a demoralizinget in some of the opposing units, of whichle evidence. was forthcoming in the capturedches.
he even who undertook this werk carried outr unfamiliar duties during a heavy bombardt with conspicuous gallantry and coolness; andel confident in their ability. to more than holdr own should the enemy again resort to this.od of warfare.
. I would again call your Lordship's atten-to the work of the Royal Flying Corps.

iroughout the summer, notwithstanding much
.avorable weather, the work of co- operating withArtillery_ photographing the positions of they, bombing their communications, and re-oaring far over hostile territory has gone onasingly.

e volume of work performed steadily in-es; the amount of flying has been more thanled during this period. There have beenthan 240 combats in the air, and in nearly
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every case our pilots have had..
to seek the enemy 30 . The Teritorial Force units

have
co

dnued
behind his own lines, where he is assisted by the to merit, the favorable e on

fire of his movable anti-aircraft guns; and in them in previous despatches, and have taken a

spite of this they have succeeded in bringing down prominent part in many of the active operations

four of the German machines behind our trenches, in which the Army has been engaged.

and at least twelve in the enemy's lines, and many 31. A new Division has seen sent from Canada

more have been seen to dive to earth in a dam.- and .has joined the Army in the field. The nia-

aged condition or to have retired from the fight. terial of which it is composed is excellent; and

On one occasion an officer of the Royal Flying this Division will, I am convinced, acquit itself as

Corps engaged four enemy machines and drove well in the face of the enemy as the 1st Canadian

them off, proceeding on his reconnaissance. On Division has always done.
another occasion two officers engaged six hostile 32. During the period under report 1 have been
machines and disabled at least one of them, very glad once more to receive the Prime Minis -

Artillery observation and photography are two ter at my Read-Quarters, as well as the Secretary
of the most trying tasks the Royal Flying Corps is of State for War.
called upon to perform, as our airmen must re- The Prime Minister of Canada and the Minister
main for long periods within easy range of the of Militia and Defence of Canada also came to

re-

enemy's anti - aircraft guns. Fr for a few days, and visited the troops of
The work of observation for the gulls from the Canadians Contingent.

aeroplanes has now become an important factor The Chief Rabbi paid a short visit to the front,
in artillery fire, and the personnel of the two arms interested himself in the members of the largo
work in the closest co- operation.

As evidence of the dangers our flying officers Jewish community now serving with the Army in

are called upon to. face, I may state that on one the Field.
occasion a machine was hit in no fewer than 300 33. I cannot conclude the account of these

places soon after crossing the enemy's lines, and operations without expressing the deep admira-

yet the officer successfully carried out his mission. tion felt by all ranks of the Army under my cone

The Royal Flying Corps has on several occasions mand for the splendid part taken by our French

carried out a continuous bombing of the enemy's Allies in. the battle which opened on 25th Septein-

communications, descending to 500 feet and under ber. Fortified positions of immense strength, upon

in order to hit moving trains on the railway. This which months of skill and labour had been ex-

has in some cases been kept up day after day, pended, and which extended for many miles, were

and, during the operations at the end of Septem- stormed and captured by our French comrades

ber, in the space of five days nearly 6 tons of ex- with a bravery and determination which went far
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plosives were dropped on moving trains, and are
known to have practically wrecked five, some con-
taining troops, and to have, damaged the maul
railway line in many different places.

For the valuable work carried out by the Royal
Flying Corps I am greatly indebted to their com-
mander, Brigadier - General H. M. Trenchard,
C.B., D.S.O., A.D.C.

27. Throughout the campaign the financial re-
quirements of the Army have been successfully
met by the Army Pay Department. The troops
have been paid, and all claims against the Army
discharged, with unbroken regularity, and the
difficulties inseparable from a foreign banking
system and a strange currency have been over-
come.

The work of the department has been greatly
assisted by the Bank of France, the administra-
tion of`which has spared no effort to help.

28.. While the circumstances of this campaign
'have, brought no exceptional strain on horses,
great credit is due to all concerned for the excel -
lent arrangements in the Remount Depôts and
Veterinary Hospitals.

29. I am pleased to be able office more to re-
port very favorably on the divisions of the New
Armies which have arrived in this country siine
the date of my last report..

It is evident that great trouble and much bard
work have been expended on these units during
their training at home, and it is found that they
have received such sound teaching that a short
period of instruction in trench life under fire soon
enables them to take their places with credit be-
side their acclimatized comrades of the older for-
mations.

to instil hope and spirit into the Allied Forces.

The large captures of men and material which
fell into their hands testified to the completeness
of their victory.

The close co- operation between the two Armies
of the Allied Powers, which has been so marked
a feature throughout the whole campaign, has
been as prominent as ever in the work of the last
three weeks.

I have already referred to the cordial and will-
ing help rendered by General Foch in the support
of the 9th French Corps, and I have also once
again to express my deep indebtedness to General
d'Urbal, commanding the 10th French Army.
operating on my right; and to General Rely

d'Oissel, commanding the French Forces in the
north.

34. The part taken by the troops of His
Majesty the, King of the Belgians was very effec-

tive in holding the enemy in front of them to his

positions.
35. I have many names to bring to your Lord.

ship's notice for valuable, gallant, and di:-
tinguished service during the period under review.
and these will form the subject of a separate re-

port at an early date.

I have the honour to be,
'Your Lordship's most obedient Servant,

J. D. P. FRENCH,

Field Marshal Comnnandinig -in- Chief,
The British Army in France.
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