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ORDER 

By His Excellency the Right Honor­
able Sir Ronald Craufurd Munro 
Ferguson, a Member of His 
Majesty's Most Honorable Privy 
Council, Knight Grand Cross of the 
Most Distinguished Order of Saint 
Michael and Saint George, Governor-
General and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Commonwealth of Australia. 

Australia to wit. 

R. M. FERGUSON, 
Governor-General. 

WHEREAS by.the War Precautions Act 1914 it is 
amongst other things enacted that the Governor-

General may by Order published in the Gazette make 
provision for any matters which appear necessary or 
expedient with a view to the public safety and the 
defence of the Commonwealth, and in particular for 
requiring any person to disclose any information in his 
possession as to any matter specified in the Order, and 
for appointing officers to carry the Order into effect, 
and for conferring on such officers and on the Minister 
such powers as are necessary or expedient for the pur­
poses of the Order, and for conferring on such persons 
as are specified in the Order such powers with respect 
to arrest detention, search of premises and persons, 
inspecting impounding or retention of books docu­
ments and papers, and otherwise, as are specified in 
the Order : 

And whereas it appears expedient to make provision 
for the undermentioned matters in the manner herein­
after appearing : 

Now therefore I, Sir Ronald Craufurd Munro 
Ferguson the Governor-General aforesaid, acting with 
the advice of the Federal Executive Council, do hereby 
provide as follows :— 

1. I appoint the Auditor-General for the Common­
wealth, and all officers of the Commonwealth 
Audit Office authorized by him in writing 
under his hand, to be authorized officers for 
the purposes of this Order; 

2. I require any corporation or person being or 
having been since the commencement of the 
present state of war a contractor for the 
supply of any goods for the Naval or Military 
Forces, and its or his servants and agents, 
and any corporation which or person who has 
since the commencement of the present state 
of war supplied any goods to or for any such 
contractor, and its or his servants or agents, 
to produce documents books and papers, and 
to answer questions relating to the said goods 
or the supply thereof or to all matters material 
to any contract for such supply; and 

3. I confer on each authorized officer the power— 
(a) to ask questions of any person who could 

under the last preceding paragraph of 
this Order be required to produce 
documents books and papers, and 
answer questions, 

(6) to reduce to writing any answers made 
by /?/ such person, and 

(c) to sea a the premises of any such per­
son; and to inspect any documents 
books and papers produced to or ob­
tained by him, and to take copies of 
or extracts from such documents books 
and papers, and to impound and re­
tain such documents books and 
papers for such time as he thinks 
necessary. 

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the Common­
wealth, at Melbourne, this twentieth day of 
February, in the year of our Lord One 
thousand nine hundred and fifteen, and in the 
fifth year of His Majesty's reign. 

(L.S.) 

By His Excellency's Command, 

G. F . PEARCE, 
Minister of State for Defence. 
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