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Prime Minister's Department,
Melbourne, 23rd September, 1915.

THE following reports, dated 8th and 10th
September respectively, received from the

Official Press Representative with the Australian
Forces, are published for general information.

ANDREW FISHER,
Prime Minister.

GABA TEPE (thirty- four), 8th September. The
contingents arriving from Australia have done
exactly what the Australians most wished them
to; they have brought most welcome help to the
Australians at the front. Arrivals have enabled
a part of the Australians, after nineteen con-
tinuous weeks under fire in the trenches, to obtaina little relief. A canteen ship recently arrived
with about £2,000 worth of goods for the ist
Division, and a similar amount for other Divi-
sions. These stores were brought up within a few
hours and eagerly consumed by the troops, who
could probably keep going a store of the size of
Whiteley's. On a previous occasion, when the
canteen articles from transports were collected
into a trawler for sale to the troops, quarter-
masters came down from the trenches with
amounts varying from £100 to £300 to spend for

their respective units. The stores were imme-
diately bought up, the share for each unit
amounting to a few pounds.

GABA TEPE (thirty -five), 10th September.--
General Sir Ian Hamilton, in a special order
thanking the Australian and New Zealand Corps
for the fine feat of arms achieved during the battle
of Sari Bair, says ` ` The gallant capture of the
almost impregnable Lone Pine trenches by the
Australian Division and the equally gallant de-
fence against repeated counter- attacks are ex-
ploits which will live in history. The determined
assaults from the other parts of the line were also
of inestimable service to the whole force. The
troops under ,the command of Brigadier- General
Godley, particularly the New Zealand and Aus-
tralian Division, were called upon to carry out
one of the most difficult military operations ever
attempted, namely, a night march and assault by
several columns in intricate mountainous country,
held by a numerous and determined enemy
strongly entrenched. Their brilliant conduct
during this operation and the success achieved won
them a reputation which any country must be
proud of. General Hamilton tenders his thanks
for the honour of commanding a force which num-
bers in its ranks such men as those of the Austra-
lian and New Zealand Corps and those who were
associated with that famous Corps in the battle ofSari Bair Maoris, Sikhs, Gurkhas, and troopsfrom the Old Country.»
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