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Sydney Airport Slot Management Scheme 2025
I, Catherine King, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, make the following instrument.
Dated: 7 October 2025
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Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government
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[bookmark: _Toc209080148]Part 1—Preliminary
  
[bookmark: _Toc209080149]1  Name
		This instrument is the Sydney Airport Slot Management Scheme 2025.
[bookmark: _Toc209080150]2  Commencement
	(1)	Each provision of this instrument specified in column 1 of the table commences, or is taken to have commenced, in accordance with column 2 of the table. Any other statement in column 2 has effect according to its terms.

	Commencement information

	Column 1
	Column 2
	Column 3

	Provisions
	Commencement
	Date/Details

	1.  The whole of this instrument
	At the same time as Schedule 1 to the Sydney Airport Demand Management Amendment Act 2024 commences.
	


Note:	This table relates only to the provisions of this instrument as originally made. It will not be amended to deal with any later amendments of this instrument.
	(2)	Any information in column 3 of the table is not part of this instrument. Information may be inserted in this column, or information in it may be edited, in any published version of this instrument.
[bookmark: _Toc209080151]3  Authority
		This instrument is made under subsection 34(1) of the Sydney Airport Demand Management Act 1997.
[bookmark: _Toc209080152]4  Schedules
		Each instrument that is specified in a Schedule to this instrument is amended or repealed as set out in the applicable items in the Schedule concerned, and any other item in a Schedule to this instrument has effect according to its terms.
[bookmark: _Toc209080153]5  Definitions
Note:	A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in the Act, including the following:
(a)	aircraft;
(b)	curfew period;
(c)	declared exemption;
(d)	gate movement;
(e)	operator;
(f)	Secretary;
(g)	slot;
(h)	Slot Manager;
(i)	Sydney Airport.
		In this instrument:
Act means the Sydney Airport Demand Management Act 1997.
airport operator means the airport‑lessee company for Sydney Airport for the purposes of the Airports Act 1996.
allocated: see section 6.
conditions test: see section 11.
equivalent scheduling season:
	(a)	for a northern summer—means another northern summer; and
	(b)	for a northern winter—means another northern winter.
historic precedence: see section 12.
historics baseline date has the same meaning as in the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines.
Note:	The use it or lose it test and the conditions test are applied to those slots in a slot series that are held on the historics baseline date.
IATA means the International Air Transport Association.
initial coordination: see section 16.
initial submission deadline has the same meaning as in the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines.
kind, in relation to a gate movement, means a gate movement immediately before a take‑off or a gate movement immediately after a landing.
new entrant has the same meaning as in the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines.
non‑historic slot series: see subsection 18(1).
northern summer means the period that begins at the start of the last Sunday in March of a year and ends immediately before the start of the last Sunday in October of the year (in each case in accordance with Universal Coordinated Time).
northern winter means the period that begins at the start of the last Sunday in October of a year and ends immediately before the start of the last Sunday in March of the immediately following year (in each case in accordance with Universal Coordinated Time).
peak period, on a day other than a Saturday or Sunday, means each of the following periods:
	(a)	the period from 7 am to 11 am on the day;
[bookmark: _Ref324762991]	(b)	the period from 5 pm to 8 pm on the day.
protected regional service slot series: see section 9.
reconsideration decision means any of the following decisions by the Slot Manager:
	(a)	a decision under paragraph 10(2)(b) to declare that an operator of an aircraft has failed to comply with the use it or lose it test in relation to a slot series;
	(b)	a decision under paragraph 11(2)(b) to declare that an operator of an aircraft has failed to comply with the conditions test in relation to a slot series.
regional service means a flight that:
	(a)	takes off from Sydney Airport and (without landing anywhere else first) lands at another airport within New South Wales (other than Sydney West Airport); or
	(b)	that lands at Sydney Airport (without landing anywhere else first) after taking off from another airport within New South Wales (other than Sydney West Airport).
SAL deadline has the same meaning as in the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines.
scheduling season means a northern summer or a northern winter.
series return deadline has the same meaning as in the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines.
SHL deadline has the same meaning as in the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines.
slot group: slots are allocated as a slot group if:
	(a)	2 or more slots in the group together authorise gate movements for aircraft operated over a nominated period for a specific event; and
	(b)	the number of slots in the group is less than the number of slots required for a slot series.
slot series: slots are allocated as a slot series if the slots in the series:
	(a)	permit a gate movement on the same day of a week:
	(i)	for a scheduling season that is a northern winter—for at least 5 consecutive weeks during that scheduling season; or
	(ii)	for a scheduling season that is a northern summer starting after the commencement of this instrument and before 1 January 2027—for at least 5 consecutive weeks during that scheduling season; or
	(iii)	for a scheduling season that is a northern summer starting on or after 1 January 2027—for at least 7 consecutive weeks during that scheduling season; and
	(b)	permit the same kind of gate movement at the same time on that day.
Example:	A slot series that permits an aircraft to take off at 5 pm every Monday for 8 consecutive weeks.
Sydney West Airport has the same meaning as in the Airports Act 1996.
use it or lose it test: see section 10.
Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines means the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines published by Airports Council International, IATA and the Worldwide Airport Coordinators Group, as in force at the commencement of this instrument.
[bookmark: _Ref327981222][bookmark: _Toc209080154]6  Meaning of allocated
		For the purposes of this instrument, a slot is allocated to an operator of an aircraft when both the following occur:
	(a)	the Slot Manager offers the slot to the operator;
	(b)	the operator accepts the offer.
Note:	The Slot Manager may approve a slot swap between operators under section 25. In such a case, the operators are taken to have been allocated the swapped slots, see subsection 25(6).
[bookmark: _Toc209080155]7  Slot Manager must publish certain date and deadlines
	(1)	The Slot Manager must, for each scheduling season, publish the following date and deadlines in a manner that results in the date and deadlines being accessible to operators:
	(a)	the historics baseline date;
	(b)	the initial submission deadline;
	(c)	the SAL deadline;
	(d)	the SHL deadline;
	(e)	the series return deadline.
	(2)	The relevant date or deadline:
	(a)	must be published no later than 30 days before the relevant date or deadline; and
	(b)	must be consistent with the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines.
[bookmark: _Toc209080156]8  Determining the size of an aircraft
		In determining the size of an aircraft for the purposes of this instrument, all aircraft that are of a type specified in one of the following groups of aircraft are taken to be of the same size as other aircraft within the group:
	(a)	group A aircraft, being aircraft that have:
	(i)	a wingspan of less than 15 metres; and
	(ii)	an outer main gear wheel span of less than 4.5 metres;
	(b)	group B aircraft, being aircraft that have:
	(i)	a wingspan of 15 metres or more but less than 24 metres; and
	(ii)	an outer main gear wheel span of 4.5 metres or more but less than 6 metres;
	(c)	group C aircraft, being aircraft that have:
	(i)	a wingspan of 24 metres or more but less than 36 metres; and
	(ii)	an outer main gear wheel span of 6 metres or more but less than 9 metres;
	(d)	group D aircraft, being aircraft that have:
	(i)	a wingspan of 36 metres or more but less than 52 metres; and
	(ii)	an outer main gear wheel span of 9 metres or more but less than 14 metres;
	(e)	group E aircraft, being aircraft that have:
	(i)	a wingspan of 52 metres or more but less than 65 metres; and
	(ii)	an outer main gear wheel span of 9 metres or more but less than 14 metres;
	(f)	group F aircraft, being aircraft that have:
	(i)	a wingspan of 65 metres or more; and
	(ii)	an outer main gear wheel span of 14 metres or more.
Note:	Under section 23, the Slot Manager may impose a condition on a slot requiring a specific aircraft type to engage in a gate movement.
[bookmark: _Ref327980142][bookmark: _Ref327981523][bookmark: _Toc209080157]9  Meaning of protected regional service slot series
[bookmark: _Ref326217075]	(1)	A slot series is a protected regional service slot series if:
	(a)	each slot in the series permits a gate movement only during a peak period; and
	(b)	either:
	(i)	the equivalent slot series in the previous equivalent scheduling season was a protected regional service slot series under this instrument and each slot in the series permitted a gate movement only during a peak period; or
	(ii)	each slot in the series had an equivalent slot in the previous equivalent scheduling season that was part of a permanent regional service series under the Sydney Airport Slot Management Scheme 2013 and each slot in the series permitted a gate movement only during a peak period.
Note 1:	A protected regional service slot series under this instrument was referred to as a permanent regional service series under the Sydney Airport Slot Management Scheme 2013. See also subsection 44(5).
Note 2:	In some circumstances an operator may be able to use a slot in a protected regional service slot series to provide a non‑regional service. This could occur in circumstances where no operator applied for the slot to provide a regional service and the slot was allocated as part of a non‑historic slot series under section 18 or as part of an allocation of slots after initial coordination under section 20.
Note 3:	A protected regional service slot series that is re‑timed under section 19 will be taken to be a protected regional service slot series at the new time if the new time complies with the requirements of subsection 19(5).
All available protected regional service slot series to be fully allocated before Slot Manager allocates other slots during peak period for regional services
	(2)	The Slot Manager may allocate a slot series that is not a protected regional service slot series to an operator to operate a regional service during a peak period only if all available protected regional service slot series have been fully allocated.
	(3)	If a slot series that is not a protected regional service slot series is allocated to an operator in accordance with subsection (2), the allocated slot series does not become a protected regional service slot series.
Reduction or loss of protected regional service slot series
[bookmark: _Ref328039270]	(4)	A slot series is not a protected regional service slot series if:
[bookmark: _Hlk200032696]	(a)	it includes a slot for which, in each of the previous 2 equivalent scheduling seasons, the equivalent slot was allocated to an operator of an aircraft for a service other than a regional service; and
	(b)	the operator complied with the use it or lose it test and the conditions test in relation to the corresponding slot series for the previous 2 equivalent scheduling seasons.
[bookmark: _Toc209080158]10  Use it or lose it test
	(1)	This section applies if an operator has been allocated a slot series to permit aircraft operated by the operator to engage in gate movements of a specified kind.
Slot Manager may declare operator failed to comply with use it or lose it test
	(2)	After the completion of the slot series, the Slot Manager:
	(a)	must assess whether the aircraft engaged in a gate movement (the use it or lose it test) of the kind permitted by the slot series for at least 80% of the slots allocated in the series; and
	(b)	if the Slot Manager is satisfied that the aircraft failed to do so:
	(i)	may declare in writing that the operator failed to comply with the use it or lose it test in relation to the slot series; and
	(ii)	if the Slot Manager decides to make the declaration—must notify the operator and the Department in writing of the declaration.
Note:	For a northern summer scheduling season, if historic precedence is granted prior to the end of that scheduling season, the historic precedence must be regarded as provisional until the season is completed and the 80% usage has been verified, consistent with paragraph 10.4.2 of the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines.
Slot Manager must provide show cause notice to operator before making declaration
	(3)	Before making a declaration under subparagraph (2)(b)(i), the Slot Manager must give written notice (the show cause notice) to the operator of the Slot Manager’s intention to make the declaration.
	(4)	The show cause notice must:
	(a)	include the reasons for the proposed declaration; and
	(b)	invite the operator to make written submissions, within the period specified in the show cause notice, as to why the declaration should not be made.
	(5)	The period specified in the show cause notice must be reasonable, having regard to all the circumstances of the case.
	(6)	In considering whether to make the declaration, the Slot Manager must take into account any submissions that the operator makes within the period specified in the show cause notice.
Gate movements covered by certain declared exemptions are to be disregarded
	(7)	In assessing whether aircraft operated by the operator complied with the use it or lose it test in relation to the slot series, the Slot Manager must disregard any gate movements that are covered by a declared exemption under section 47 of the Act.
Matters to be taken into account when calculating gate movements
	(8)	In calculating the percentage mentioned in paragraph (2)(a), the Slot Manager must:
	(a)	treat the following slots as if they had not been allocated:
	(i)	a slot that was returned on or before the historics baseline date;
	(ii)	a slot that was subject to a slot swap that had effect for a single day; and
	(b)	treat the following slots as if they had been allocated:
	(i)	a slot that was returned after the historics baseline date;
	(ii)	a slot that was obtained by a slot swap that had effect for 2 or more days.
Operator taken to comply with the use it or lose it test if Slot Manager does not make a declaration
	(9)	The operator is taken to have complied with the use it or lose it test in relation to a slot series if the Slot Manager does not make a declaration under subparagraph (2)(b)(i) in relation to the slot series.
[bookmark: _Ref327981470][bookmark: _Toc209080159]11  Conditions test
	(1)	This section applies if the use of a slot series by an operator of an aircraft is subject to conditions imposed on the slots by the Slot Manager.
Note:	Under section 23, the Slot Manager may impose conditions on the use of a slot, a slot group or a slot series, including conditions requiring that an aircraft of a particular size be used for the slot, slot group or slot series.
Slot Manager may declare operator failed to comply with conditions test
	(2)	After the completion of the slot series, the Slot Manager:
	(a)	must assess whether the operator complied with the conditions (the conditions test) imposed on each slot in the slot series for at least 80% of the slots allocated in the series; and
	(b)	if the Slot Manager is satisfied that the operator failed to do so:
	(i)	may declare in writing that the operator failed to comply with the conditions test in relation to the slot series; and
	(ii)	if the Slot Manager decides to make the declaration—must notify the operator and the Department in writing of the declaration.
Slot Manager must provide show cause notice to operator before making declaration
	(3)	Before making a declaration under subparagraph (2)(b)(i), the Slot Manager must give written notice (the show cause notice) to the operator of the Slot Manager’s intention to make the declaration.
	(4)	The show cause notice must:
	(a)	include the reasons for the proposed declaration; and
	(b)	invite the operator to make written submissions, within the period specified in the show cause notice, as to why the declaration should not be made.
	(5)	The period specified in the show cause notice must be reasonable, having regard to all the circumstances of the case.
	(6)	In considering whether to make the declaration, the Slot Manager must take into account any submissions that the operator makes within the period specified in the show cause notice.
Gate movements covered by certain declared exemptions are to be disregarded
	(7)	In assessing whether the operator complied with the conditions test in relation to the slot series, the Slot Manager must disregard any gate movements that are covered by a declared exemption under section 47 of the Act.
Matters to be taken into account when assessing compliance in relation to conditions
	(8)	In calculating the percentage mentioned in paragraph (2)(a), the Slot Manager must:
	(a)	treat the following slots as if they had not been allocated:
	(i)	a slot that was returned on or before the historics baseline date;
	(ii)	a slot that was subject to a slot swap that had effect for a single day; and
	(b)	treat the following slots as if they had been allocated:
	(i)	a slot that was returned after the historics baseline date;
	(ii)	a slot that is obtained by a slot swap that had effect for 2 or more days.
Operator taken to comply with the conditions test if Slot Manager does not make a declaration
	(9)	The operator is taken to have complied with the conditions test in relation to a slot series if the Slot Manager does not make a declaration under subparagraph (2)(b)(i) in relation to the slot series.
[bookmark: _Ref327981296][bookmark: _Toc209080160]12  Meaning of historic precedence
	(1)	Subject to subsection (2), an operator of an aircraft has historic precedence to a slot series if:
	(a)	the corresponding slot series in the previous equivalent scheduling season was allocated to the operator; and
	(b)	the operator complied with the use it or lose it test and the conditions test in relation to that slot series.
Note:	An operator retains historic precedence to a slot series if the timing of the slot series is varied under section 19 or 26.
Historic precedence in relation to protected regional service slot series
	(2)	If:
	(a)	in the previous equivalent scheduling season, an operator of an aircraft was allocated a protected regional service slot series to conduct a service that was not a regional service; and
	(b)	the operator complied with the use it or lose it test and the conditions test in relation to that slot series;
the operator does not have historic precedence to that series unless:
	(c)	in the equivalent scheduling season before the previous equivalent scheduling season, the corresponding series was allocated to the operator to conduct a service that was not a regional service; and
	(d)	the operator complied with the use it or lose it test and the conditions test in relation to that slot series.
Note 1:	Normally, compliance with the use it or lose it test and the conditions tests for the immediately previous scheduling season is enough for historic precedence.
Note 2:	An operator ceases to have historic precedence to a slot allocated to the operator for a scheduling season if a court determines that the operator has contravened a civil penalty provision in Division 4 of Part 3 of the Act in relation to a slot, see paragraph 29(1)(b).
[bookmark: _Toc209080161]Part 2—System for allocation and management of slots
[bookmark: _Toc209080162]Division 1—How slots are allocated
[bookmark: _Toc209080163]Subdivision A—SHL deadline
[bookmark: _Toc209080164]13  Preparation for allocation of slots before scheduling season starts
	(1)	Before the start of each scheduling season (the next scheduling season), the Slot Manager must:
	(a)	decide those slot series in the next scheduling season for which an operator of aircraft has or will have historic precedence; and
	(b)	no later than the SHL deadline for the season, notify the operator in writing of:
	(i)	the slots (the slot historics list) to which the Slot Manager considers the operator has or will have historic precedence; and
	(ii)	the date (the agreed historics deadline) by which the operator must notify the Slot Manager if the operator disagrees with the slot historics list for the operator; and
	(iii)	any other information the Slot Manager considers relevant to allocation of slots for that scheduling season.
	(2)	The operator is taken to agree with the slot historics list provided to the operator unless the operator notifies the Slot Manager, in writing, of any disagreement with the list before the agreed historics deadline.
[bookmark: _Toc209080165]Subdivision B—Slot Manager must invite applications
[bookmark: _Toc209080166]14  Slot Manager must invite operators to apply
		The Slot Manager must invite operators of aircraft to apply, no later than the initial submission deadline for a scheduling season, for a slot, slot group or slot series in the scheduling season.
Note 1:	For each scheduling season, the Slot Manager must publish the initial submission deadline for the season, see paragraph 7(1)(b).
Note 2:	Section 15 sets out how operators are to apply for slots.
[bookmark: _Toc209080167]Division 2—Applications for slots
[bookmark: _Toc209080168]Subdivision A—Applications for slots
[bookmark: _Toc209080169][bookmark: _Ref327276701]15  Applying for slots
Applications for the allocation of slots
	(1)	Any operator of an aircraft may apply for the allocation of any of the following, or any combination of the following:
	(a)	a single slot;
	(b)	a slot group;
	(c)	a slot series.
Requirements for applications
	(2)	The application must:
	(a)	be made in a form or manner approved, in writing, by the Slot Manager; and
	(b)	include the information required by subsection (3) for each gate movement for which allocation of slots is sought in relation to an air service (the proposed air service) proposed by the applicant; and
	(c)	include any other information required by a form or manner approved by the Slot Manager.
	(3)	For the purposes of paragraph (2)(b), the following information is required:
	(a)	if the applicant has an airline code or a proposed airline code—the applicant’s airline code or proposed airline code;
	(b)	if the applicant does not have an airline code or a proposed airline code—the registration number of the aircraft to be used for the proposed air service;
	(c)	the flight number or proposed flight number for the proposed air service;
	(d)	the proposed date and time of the single slot, slot group or slot series applied for;
	(e)	for each slot applied for:
	(i)	whether the gate movement for the slot is for an aircraft arrival or an aircraft departure; and
	(ii)	if the gate movement is for an aircraft arrival—the previous take‑off airport of the aircraft; and
	(iii)	if the gate movement is for an aircraft departure—the next landing airport of the aircraft; and
	(iv)	the type of aircraft to be used for the proposed air service; and
	(v)	the number of seats in the aircraft to be used for the proposed air service;
	(f)	any slots for which the operator is qualified, and proposes, to be a new entrant.
	(4)	For the purposes of paragraph (3)(d), the proposed time may be given in:
	(a)	the legal time in New South Wales on the day of the slot; or
	(b)	Universal Coordinated Time.
However, the application must specify the time system that the application uses.
Slot Manager must publish details, information and guidance material in relation to application procedures
	(5)	The Slot Manager must:
	(a)	publish on the Slot Manager’s website:
	(i)	 details of any form or manner approved for the purposes of paragraph (2)(a) (including details of any information required by such a form or manner); and
	(ii)	guidance material to assist operators in making applications for slots; and
	(b)	make available to operators any forms approved for the purposes of paragraph (2)(a).
[bookmark: _Toc209080170][bookmark: _Ref327974992]Subdivision B—Initial coordination
[bookmark: _Toc209080171]16  Initial coordination
		The Slot Manager:
	(a)	must:
	(i)	after the initial submission deadline for a scheduling season, commence an initial round of slot allocations (the initial coordination) under sections 17, 18 and 19 for the scheduling season; and
	(ii)	complete the initial coordination before the SAL deadline for the scheduling season; and
	(b)	may, after the initial coordination, allocate further slots under section 20.
[bookmark: _Toc209080172]17  Allocation of slot series based on historic precedence
[bookmark: _Ref326937156][bookmark: _Ref327266629]	(1)	This section applies only to the allocation of a slot series and does not apply to the allocation of single slots or slot groups.
	(2)	If:
	(a)	an operator of an aircraft applies for a slot series in response to an invitation under section 14; and
	(b)	the operator has historic precedence to the slot series;
the Slot Manager must offer the slot series to the operator, unless the allocation would be inconsistent with section 21.
Note:	Section 12 sets out when an operator of an aircraft has historic precedence to a slot series.
[bookmark: _Ref327974767]	(3)	If the Slot Manager is satisfied that the allocation of the slot series would be inconsistent with section 21, the Slot Manager must, after consulting the operator, offer another slot series to the operator.
[bookmark: _Ref327976014][bookmark: _Ref201884637][bookmark: _Toc209080173][bookmark: _Ref326937311]18  Allocation of non‑historic slot series as part of initial coordination
[bookmark: _Ref326937313]	(1)	When all slots that form part of a slot series offered under section 17 have been accepted or rejected by operators, the Slot Manager must offer other slot series (the non‑historic slot series) in accordance with this Division to other applicants who applied in response to an invitation under section 14.
Note:	See sections 21 and 22 for the rules that apply to allocations of slots in accordance with this Division.
[bookmark: _Ref328060188]	(2)	When offering the non‑historic slot series, the Slot Manager must ensure that:
	(a)	if applicants that are new entrants (the new entrants) and applicants that are not new entrants have applied for the same non‑historic slot series:
	(i)	if the new entrants have applied for less than 50% of the non‑historic slot series—the total of the non‑historic slot series applied for are offered to the new entrants; or
	(ii)	if the new entrants have applied for 50% or more of the slot series—at least 50% of the total of the non‑historic slot series are offered to the new entrants; and
[bookmark: _Ref328060178][bookmark: _Ref332352293]	(b)	as far as reasonably possible, a protected regional service slot series is offered to an operator that proposes to use the non‑historic slot series to conduct a regional service.
[bookmark: _Toc209080174]19  Re‑timing of historic slots as part of initial coordination
	(1)	This section applies in relation to an operator that has historic precedence in relation to:
	(a)	a particular slot series (the original historic slot series), other than a protected regional service slot series, that permits a gate movement for an aircraft at a specified time on a day; or
	(b)	a protected regional service slot series (the original PRSS) that permits a gate movement:
	(i)	during the peak period (the morning peak period) from 7 am to 11 am on a day; or
	(ii)	during the peak period (the evening peak period) from 5 pm to 8 pm on a day.
Re‑timing of original historic slot series other than protected regional service slot series
	(2)	After the allocation of non‑historic slot series under section 18, the Slot Manager may, with the agreement of the operator, vary the original historic slot series allocated to the operator to permit the gate movement for the aircraft at a different time (the varied time) on the day.
	(3)	If the Slot Manager varies the original historic slot series in accordance with subsection (2), the original historic slot series is taken to always have permitted the gate movement at the varied time.
Re‑timing of protected regional service slot series
	(4)	After the allocation of non‑historic slot series under section 18, the Slot Manager may, with the agreement of the operator, vary the original PRSS allocated to the operator to permit the gate movement for the aircraft at a different time (the varied time) on the day.
[bookmark: _Hlk207007904]	(5)	If the Slot Manager varies the original PRSS in accordance with subsection (4), the original PRSS is taken to always have permitted the gate movement at the varied time, but only if the varied time is:
	(a)	on the same day of a week as the original PRSS; and
	(b)	either:
	(i)	if the original PRSS permitted a gate movement during the morning peak period—during the morning peak period; or
	(ii)	if the original PRSS permitted a gate movement during the evening peak period—during the evening peak period.
Note 1:	For example, a protected regional service slot series which permits gate movements on Mondays at 9:00 am is re‑timed to Mondays at 10:30 am. The operator will retain protected regional service slot series status at the varied time for the slot series on Mondays at 10:30 am but will no longer hold protected regional service slot series status for the original 9:00 am slot series.
Note 2:	For example, a protected regional service slot series which permits gate movements on Mondays at 9:00 am is re‑timed to Tuesdays at 6:00 pm. The operator will hold a slot series that does not have protected regional service slot series status at the varied time for the slot series on Tuesdays at 6:00 pm.
[bookmark: _Toc209080175][bookmark: _Ref326937956][bookmark: _Ref201884660]Subdivision C—Applications for, and allocation of, slots after initial coordination etc.
[bookmark: _Toc209080176]20  Applications for, and allocation of, slots after initial coordination
Operators may apply for further slot series at any time
	(1)	Operators of aircraft may apply for the allocation of available, but as yet unallocated, slot series in a scheduling season at any time after initial coordination.
Slot Manager may allocate available single slots and slot groups at any time after series return deadline
	(2)	At any time after the series return deadline for a scheduling season, the Slot Manager may, in accordance with this Part, allocate available single slots and slot groups not already allocated in accordance with sections 21 and 22.
Note:	See sections 21 and 22 for the rules that apply to allocations of slots in accordance with this Part.
Certain applications to be placed on a waitlist
	(3)	If an operator applies for a single slot or a slot group before the initial submission deadline for a Scheduling season, the Slot Manager must not consider the application before the series return deadline for the season.
[bookmark: _Toc209080177][bookmark: _Ref327265335]Subdivision D—Other requirements relating to slot allocation
[bookmark: _Toc209080178]21  Rules that apply to all slot allocations
[bookmark: _Ref324424871]	(1)	The Slot Manager must comply with this section when offering slots to operators of aircraft.
[bookmark: _Ref326222872]	(2)	The Slot Manager must not offer to allocate a single slot, slot group or slot series at Sydney Airport to an operator if:
	(a)	allocating the slot, slot group or slot series would result in the maximum movement limit for aircraft movements at Sydney Airport during a regulated hour being exceeded; or
Note:	The maximum movement limit during a regulated hour is set out in paragraph 6(1)(a) of the Act.
	(b)	allocating the slot, slot group or slot series would be inconsistent with any requirements of the Sydney Airport Curfew Act 1995 relating to aircraft movements before or after curfew periods.
Matters the Slot Manager must have regard to before offering slots
	(3)	Before offering a single slot, slot group or slot series to an operator, the Slot Manager must have regard to:
	(a)	any advice about the likely effect of the allocation, if made, on the operational efficiency or capacity of Sydney Airport received from:
	(i)	the body that provides air traffic control at Sydney Airport; or
	(ii)	the airport operator; and
	(b)	the capacity declaration prepared by the airport operator under paragraph (4)(a) and given to the Slot Manager under paragraph (4)(b).
Airport operator to prepare capacity declaration and give the declaration to Slot Manager
	(4)	The airport operator must:
	(a)	before the start of a scheduling season, in writing, prepare a capacity declaration for Sydney Airport that sets out the available capacity parameters (including infrastructure and operational limits that are relevant to the allocation of slots) at Sydney Airport for the scheduling season; and
	(b)	no later than 7 days before the initial submission deadline for the season, give the capacity declaration to the Slot Manager.
	(5)	The Slot Manager may publish the capacity declaration on the Slot Manager’s website and in any other manner the Slot Manager considers appropriate.
Slot allocations taken to be withdrawn if not accepted
[bookmark: _Ref326164263][bookmark: _Ref326222506]	(6)	If an operator of an aircraft does not accept an offer of an allocation for a slot, slot group or slot series within 3 business days after it is made:
	(a)	the offer is taken to have been withdrawn; and
	(b)	the slot, slot group or slot series is returned to the Slot Manager.
[bookmark: _Toc209080179][bookmark: _Hlk193280196][bookmark: _Ref325703643][bookmark: _Ref326043628][bookmark: _Ref326165117][bookmark: _Ref325700378]22  Rules that apply to allocations of slots other than on the basis of historic precedence
[bookmark: _Ref326048042][bookmark: _Ref325704106][bookmark: _Ref332105578][bookmark: _Ref326048048]	(1)	When allocating slots for a scheduling season other than under section 17 (allocations based on historic precedence), the Slot Manager must have regard to the following:
	(a)	the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines;
[bookmark: _Ref332105580]	(b)	the following aims:
	(i)	resolving competing applications through consultation and negotiation;
[bookmark: _Ref326326604]	(ii)	giving priority to applications for slots from operators of aircraft proposing to use the slots to operate larger aircraft over applications for slots from operators proposing to use the slots to operate smaller aircraft;
[bookmark: _Ref332105519]	(iii)	giving priority to applications for slots from operators of aircraft proposing to use the slots to operate a year‑round service;
	(iv)	giving priority to applications for slots from operators of aircraft proposing to use the slots to improve access to regional services during peak periods;
	(v)	giving priority to applications for slots from operators of aircraft that have not contravened a civil penalty provision in Division 4 of Part 3 of the Act in relation to a slot, a slot group or a slot series in the previous equivalent scheduling season;
	(vi)	promoting competition and fairness at Sydney Airport;
	(vii)	encouraging a diversity of operators at Sydney Airport, including international, domestic and freight operators, whether new entrants or existing operators.
Note:	Under section 46 of the Act, the Minister may direct the Slot Manager to exercise the power to issue slots subject to limitations specified in the direction. The direction does not have to be consistent with this Scheme.
	(2)	To avoid doubt, the aims mentioned in paragraph (1)(b) are not listed in any order of priority.
[bookmark: _Toc209080180]23  Conditions on the use of slots
[bookmark: _Ref340136043]	(1)	The Slot Manager may, only when allocating a slot, slot group or slot series to an operator of an aircraft, impose conditions on the use of the slot, slot group or slot series.
Note:	The Slot Manager may not impose conditions under this section on the use of a slot series allocated to an operator after the slot series has commenced. However, under section 27 the Slot Manager may, at any time, with the written agreement of the operator, vary the conditions imposed on the use of a slot allocated to the operator.
	(2)	The operator must comply with any conditions imposed on the slot, slot group or slot series.
	(3)	Without limiting subsection (1), the conditions may relate to any or all of the following in relation to the use of the slot:
	(a)	the type of aircraft permitted to use the slot;
	(b)	the size of aircraft permitted to use the slot;
	(c)	the operator of the aircraft permitted to use the slot;
	(d)	the approved arrival or destination airports of the aircraft permitted to use the slot;
	(e)	whether a slot may be used by an aircraft carrying freight or carrying passengers.
Note:	Under section 46 of the Act, the Minister may direct the Slot Manager to exercise the power to issue slots under the Scheme subject to limitations specified in the direction. The direction does not have to be consistent with this Scheme.
[bookmark: _Toc209080181]24  Slot requirements
		For the purposes of paragraph 18(1)(d) of the Act, the following requirements of a slot are specified for a gate movement for an aircraft on a day:
	(a)	the aircraft engaged in the gate movement must be an aircraft of the type permitted to use the slot on the day;
	(b)	the aircraft engaged in the gate movement must be an aircraft of the size permitted to use the slot on the day;
	(c)	the operator of the aircraft engaged in the gate movement must be the operator permitted to use the slot on the day;
	(d)	if the slot specifies an approved arrival or destination airport for the aircraft permitted to use the slot—the aircraft movement on the day must be in relation to that arrival or destination airport;
	(e)	if the slot only permits an aircraft carrying freight to use the slot—only an aircraft carrying freight may be engaged in the gate movement on the day;
	(f)	if the slot only permits an aircraft carrying passengers to use the slot—only an aircraft carrying passengers may be engaged in the gate movement on the day.
[bookmark: _Toc209080182]Division 3—Slot swaps and slot variations
[bookmark: _Toc209080183]25  Slot swaps
	(1)	Two operators of aircraft may, in writing, apply to the Slot Manager for approval to swap slots.
	(2)	The Slot Manager may, in accordance with this section, approve the slot swap.
	(3)	A slot swap has no effect unless:
	(a)	it is approved in writing by the Slot Manager; and
	(b)	it is approved before the slot swap occurs.
	(4)	In deciding whether to approve a slot swap, the Slot Manager must consider the operational efficiency of Sydney Airport.
	(5)	The Slot Manager must, as soon as practicable after making a decision in relation to an application for a slot swap, notify the operators, in writing, of the decision.
	(6)	If the Slot Manager approves a slot swap, the recipient of the swapped slot is taken to have been allocated the swapped slot by the Slot Manager.
	(7)	A slot swap has effect:
	(a)	if the Slot Manager specifies a period in the approval—for the specified period; or
Example:	The Slot Manager could specify a period of one day.
	(b)	otherwise—for the remainder of the scheduling season.
Note:	An operator of an aircraft may be liable for a civil penalty under Division 4 of Part 3 of the Act if the aircraft engages in a gate movement under a slot swap that has not been approved under this section.
[bookmark: _Toc209080184]26  Variation of slot times
	(1)	This section applies if an operator of an aircraft has been allocated a slot (the original slot) that permits a gate movement for the aircraft at a specified time on a day.
	(2)	The Slot Manager may, with the written agreement of the operator, vary the original slot to permit the gate movement to occur at a time (the varied time) before or after the specified time on that day.
	(3)	The Slot Manager must, as soon as practicable after varying the original slot in accordance with subsection (2), notify the operator, in writing, of the variation.
	(4)	If the Slot Manager varies the original slot in accordance with subsection (2), the original slot is taken to always have permitted the gate movement at the varied time.
[bookmark: _Toc209080185]27  Variation of conditions of slots
	(1)	This section applies if an operator of an aircraft has been allocated a slot (the original slot) subject to one or more specified conditions imposed on the use of the slot.
	(2)	The Slot Manager may, with the written agreement of the operator, vary the original slot by varying the conditions imposed on the use of the slot.
	(3)	The Slot Manager must, as soon as practicable after varying the original slot in accordance with subsection (2), notify the operator, in writing, of the variation.
	(4)	If the Slot Manager varies the original slot in accordance with subsection (2), the original slot is taken to have been allocated subject to the varied conditions.
[bookmark: _Toc209080186]Division 4—How slot allocations are lost
[bookmark: _Ref326214884][bookmark: _Ref326214895][bookmark: _Toc209080187]28  Returning slots to Slot Manager at operator’s initiative
		An operator of an aircraft may return a slot allocated to the operator to the Slot Manager at any time.
Note:	Operators are expected to return slots they do not intend to operate as early as possible. In particular, slot series should be returned no later than the series return deadline, and single slots or slot groups no later than the historics baseline date, to avoid impacting historic eligibility.
[bookmark: _Toc209080188][bookmark: _Hlk193188465][bookmark: _Hlk192686088]29  Consequences if operator contravenes a civil penalty provision
	(1)	The following paragraphs apply if a court determines that an operator of an aircraft has contravened a civil penalty provision in Division 4 of Part 3 of the Act in relation to a slot (the contravened slot) allocated to the operator for a scheduling season:
	(a)	the Slot Manager must, as soon as practicable after the court makes its determination, cancel the contravened slot;
[bookmark: _Hlk192687135]	(b)	the operator ceases to have historic precedence to the same kind of slot as the contravened slot:
	(i)	for the remainder of that scheduling season; and
	(ii)	for the next equivalent scheduling season.
	(2)	If subsection (1) applies in relation to an operator, the Slot Manager must:
	(a)	notify the operator, in writing, of the cancellation of the contravened slot; and
	(b)	provide the operator with a statement of the effect of paragraph (1)(b) on the allocation of slots to the operator.
Note:	Under section 46 of the Act, the Minister may direct the Slot Manager to vary, suspend or cancel slots that have been allocated under the Scheme. The direction does not have to be consistent with this Scheme.
[bookmark: _Toc209080189]Division 5—Monitoring slot use and administrative action for non‑compliance
[bookmark: _Toc209080190]30  Application
		This Division is made in accordance with subsection 37(4) of the Act.
[bookmark: _Toc209080191]31  Slot Manager may monitor the use of slots at Sydney Airport
	(1)	The Slot Manager may monitor the use of slots at Sydney Airport for any one or more of the following purposes:
	(a)	to ensure that gate movements at Sydney Airport are in accordance with the slots as allocated;
	(b)	to ensure that slots are used in line with the use it or lose it test and the conditions test;
	(c)	to help ensure scarce capacity at Sydney Airport is not wasted;
	(d)	to help ensure the smooth operation of Sydney Airport for all stakeholders;
	(e)	to prevent the misuse of slots;
	(f)	to improve efficiency at Sydney Airport;
	(g)	to promote competition and fairness at Sydney Airport;
	(h)	to check whether an operator is complying with the Act.
Note:	The Act includes the regulations and any instruments (including this instrument) made under the Act, see the definition of this Act in clause 1 of Schedule 1 to the Act.
	(2)	Subject to subsection (3) and section 32, the Slot Manager may conduct monitoring under this Division in accordance with such measures and procedures that the Slot Manager considers appropriate in the circumstances.
	(3)	The measures and procedures must be consistent with Part 9 of the Worldwide Airport Slot Guidelines.
[bookmark: _Toc209080192]32  Administrative actions available to the Slot Manager
	(1)	This section applies if, after monitoring the use of a slot, slot group or slot series allocated to an operator of an aircraft for a scheduling season, the Slot Manager is satisfied on reasonable grounds that the operator has failed to comply (the non‑compliance) with a civil penalty provision of Division 4 of Part 3 of the Act.
	(2)	The Slot Manager may, by written notice (the compliance notice) to the operator, take one or more of the following actions (the remedial action):
	(a)	inform the operator of the non‑compliance and warn the operator of the action that may be taken in response to the non‑compliance;
	(b)	refer the non‑compliance to the Compliance Committee;
	(c)	refer the non‑compliance to the Minister for possible action under Part 5 of the Act;
	(d)	enter into a performance plan with the operator under which the operator agrees to take specified action, or agrees to refrain from taking specified action, to improve the operator’s performance in relation to slot use;
	(e)	suspend the slot, slot group or slot series allocated to the operator for a specified period (which must not exceed the remainder of the scheduling season);
	(f)	cancel the slot, slot group or slot series allocated to the operator.
Slot Manager may issue warning before taking other remedial action
	(3)	The Slot Manager may, if the Slot Managers considers it appropriate to do so in the circumstances, take the remedial action mentioned in paragraph (2)(a) before deciding whether or not to take any remedial action mentioned in paragraphs (2)(b) to (f).
Show cause notices
	(4)	Before taking remedial action mentioned in paragraph (2)(e) or (f), the Slot Manager must give written notice (the show cause notice) to the operator of the Slot Manager’s intention to take the remedial action.
	(5)	The show cause notice must:
	(a)	specify the non‑compliance; and
	(b)	include the reasons for the remedial action; and
	(c)	if the remedial action is to suspend the slot, slot group or slot series allocated to the operator for a specified period—include the proposed period of suspension; and
	(d)	invite the operator to make written submissions, within the period specified in the notice, as to why the Slot Manager should not take the remedial action; and
	(e)	if the Slot Manager considers that there is action the operator may take to avoid the remedial action—specify the action that may be taken and the period within which it must be taken.
	(6)	The period specified in the show cause notice for the purposes of paragraphs (5)(d) and (e) must be reasonable, having regard to all the circumstances of the case.
Slot Manager must consider submissions from operator before suspending or cancelling slots etc.
	(7)	When considering whether to take the remedial action mentioned in paragraph (2)(e) or (f), the Slot Manager must take into account any submissions that the operator makes within the period allowed in the show cause notice under paragraph (5)(d).
Matters to be included in certain compliance notices
	(8)	If the Slot Manager decides to take the remedial action mentioned in paragraph (2)(d), (e) or (f), the compliance notice under subsection (1) must include:
	(a)	the reasons for the remedial action; and
	(b)	if the remedial action is suspension or cancellation—the date on which the suspension or cancellation takes effect and the period of any suspension.
[bookmark: _Toc209080193]33  Effect of suspension and cancellation
		If a slot, slot group or slot series allocated to an operator for a scheduling season is suspended or cancelled in accordance with section 32, the following provisions have effect:
	(a)	if the slot, slot group or slot series is suspended—the slot, slot group or slot series is returned to the Slot Manager for the period of the suspension, but may be re‑allocated to the operator before the end of the suspension period if the Slot Manager is satisfied that the operator has completed the action specified in a performance plan before the end of the suspension period;
	(b)	if the slot, slot group or slot series is cancelled—the slot, slot group or slot series is returned to the Slot Manager for the remainder of the scheduling season, and may be offered for allocation to other operators for the remainder of that scheduling season.
Note:	If an aircraft engages in a gate movement for which a slot has been suspended or cancelled, the operator of the aircraft may contravene a civil penalty provision in Division 4 of Part 3 of the Act, see for example, section 16 of the Act.
[bookmark: _Toc209080194]34  Show cause requirement does not affect proceedings for contravention of civil penalty provisions
		To avoid doubt, nothing in this Division requires a show cause notice to be given before proceedings for a contravention of a civil penalty provision of Division 4 of Part 3 of the Act may be commenced.
[bookmark: _Toc209080195]Division 6—Audit of slot usage
[bookmark: _Toc209080196]35  Application
		This Division is made in accordance with subsection 37(4) of the Act.
[bookmark: _Toc209080197]36  Audit of slot usage
		The Secretary may, at any time, engage an appropriately qualified and experienced person to carry out an independent audit in relation to the allocation and use of slots at Sydney Airport.
[bookmark: _Toc209080198]Part 3—Reconsideration of decisions
  
[bookmark: _Toc209080199][bookmark: _Ref326154873]37  Application
		This Part is made for the purposes of subsection 36(6) of the Act.
[bookmark: _Toc209080200]38  Reconsideration of decisions
Request for review
	(1)	An operator of an aircraft whose interests are affected by a reconsideration decision may request the Secretary to reconsider the decision.
	(2)	The request must:
	(a)	be in writing; and
	(b)	set out the reasons for the request; and
	(c)	be accompanied by:
	(i)	the show cause notice given to the operator by the Slot Manager under subsection 10(3) or 11(3) (as applicable); and
	(ii)	any submissions made by the operator within the period specified in the relevant show cause notice; and
	(d)	be given to the Secretary within 7 days after the day the operator first received the notice of the reconsideration decision.
	(3)	The Secretary must, in writing, notify the Slot Manager that the Secretary has received the request for review. The notice must include details of the request.
Review of decision
	(4)	The Secretary must review the reconsideration decision as soon as practicable after receiving the request.
Secretary may request further information or documents
	(5)	The Secretary may request the operator, the Slot Manager or any regulated entity that the Secretary reasonably believes may have relevant information or documents to provide further written information, or documents, about any matter relevant to the reconsideration of the decision.
	(6)	A request under subsection (5) must:
	(a)	be in writing; and
	(b)	set out each matter for which information is requested; and
	(c)	specify the requested documents; and
	(d)	state that the information and documents must be provided to the Secretary:
	(i)	no later than 5 days after the request is made; or
	(ii)	if the Secretary and the operator, Slot Manager or regulated entity, as appropriate agree in writing to a later time—no later than that agreed later time.
Actions on reconsideration
	(7)	The Secretary may:
	(a)	affirm, vary or set aside the reconsideration decision; and
	(b)	if the Secretary sets aside the reconsideration decision—make such other decision as the Secretary thinks appropriate.
Reconsideration decision to be consistent with the Act
	(8)	A decision of the Secretary under subsection (7) (the new decision) must be consistent with the Act.
Note:	The Act includes the regulations and any instruments made under the Act, see the definition of this Act in clause 1 of Schedule 1 to the Act.
Decisions to be made within 28 days after request is given to Secretary
	(9)	The Secretary must make the new decision within 28 days after the request for reconsideration is given to the Secretary.
Effect of new decision
	(10)	The new decision is, for all purposes, taken to have been made by the Slot Manager.
When new decision takes effect
	(11)	The new decision:
	(a)	takes effect, or is taken to have effect, on the day specified in the decision; or
	(b)	if a day is not specified—on the day the new decision is made.
Meaning of regulated entity
	(12)	In this section:
regulated entity has the meaning given by subsection 70D(1) of the Act.
[bookmark: _Toc209080201]39  Notice of new decision
	(1)	The Secretary must, as soon as practicable after making a decision (the new decision) under subsection 38(7) in response to a request under subsection 38(1) from an operator of an aircraft, give the operator written notice of the following:
	(a)	the new decision;
	(b)	the reasons for the new decision.
	(2)	A failure to comply with subsection (1) does not affect the validity of the new decision.
[bookmark: _Toc209080202]Part 4—Declared exemptions
  
[bookmark: _Toc209080203]40  Declared exemptions
	(1)	This section is made for the purposes of subsections 36(1) and 49(1) of the Act and sets out the circumstances in which the Slot Manager may make a declared exemption.
	(2)	The Slot Manager may, on the Slot Manager’s own initiative or on the written request of an operator under section 41, make a declared exemption in relation to a gate movement at Sydney Airport.
Permitted circumstances
	(3)	The Slot Manager may make the declared exemption only if one or more of the following circumstances has occurred before the Slot Manager makes the declaration:
	(a)	an airworthiness directive has been issued in relation to an aircraft type that is operated at the airport, or in relation to an engine for such an aircraft type, and compliance with the airworthiness directive is critical to the safe operation of that aircraft type at the airport;
	(b)	the airspace, runway or essential airport infrastructure connected with an operation at the airport is unavailable or its use is restricted;
	(c)	adverse weather conditions connected with an operation at the airport on a day have resulted in significant cancellations of flights to or from the airport on that day;
	(d)	exceptional circumstances have occurred that in the opinion of the Slot Manager prevent the operation of air services at the airport by an operator;
	(e)	personnel who are needed for the safe operation of aircraft at the airport are engaging in industrial action and are not available to perform their functions or duties;
	(f)	there has been a failure of, or defect in, the equipment that is required for the safe operation of aircraft at the airport;
	(g)	there has been an occurrence at the airport that is a transport safety matter (within the meaning of section 23 of the Transport Safety Investigation Act 2003);
	(h)	there has been an unlawful interference with aviation (within the meaning of section 10 of the Aviation Transport Security Act 2004) at the airport.
[bookmark: _Toc209080204]41  Operators may request a declared exemption
	(1)	An operator of an aircraft may, in writing, request the Slot Manager to make a declared exemption under section 47 of the Act:
	(a)	for a gate movement that the operator of the aircraft is permitted to conduct but did not conduct—to allow the operator to not conduct the gate movement; or
	(b)	for a gate movement that is conducted otherwise than in accordance with the requirements of the slot for the gate movement—to allow the gate movement to not comply with the requirements of the slot.
	(2)	The request must:
	(a)	specify the gate movement in relation to which the declared exemption is requested; and
	(b)	specify each circumstance mentioned in subsection 40(3) that has occurred that the operator considers applies in relation to the declared exemption; and
	(c)	be made no later than:
	(i)	if paragraph (1)(a) applies—7 days after the gate movement should have been conducted; or
	(ii)	if paragraph (1)(b) applies—7 days after the gate movement was conducted.
Note:	In assessing whether aircraft operated by an operator complied with the use it or lose it test in section 10, or the conditions test in section 11, in relation to a slot series allocated to the operator, the Slot Manager must disregard any gate movements that are covered by a declared exemption under section 47 of the Act.
[bookmark: _Toc209080205]42  Notifying declared exemptions
	(1)	This section is made for the purposes of subsection 49(5) of the Act.
Declared exemption on the Slot Manager’s initiative
	(2)	If the Slot Manager makes a declared exemption on the Slot Manager’s own initiative, the Slot Manager must, within 14 days after making the declared exemption, notify each operator that is allocated a slot to which the declared exemption relates, of the making of the declared exemption.
Declared exemption on the request of operator
	(3)	If the Slot Manager makes a declared exemption on the request of an operator, the Slot Manager must, within 7 days after making the declared exemption, notify the operator of the making of the declared exemption.
Slot Manager must provide monthly notification of declared exemptions to the Department
	(4)	The Slot Manager must, for each month of a calendar year, notify the Department of all declared exemptions made by the Slot Manager during the month. The Slot Manager must notify the Department by the end of the following month.
[bookmark: _Toc209080206]Part 5—Authorisations
  
[bookmark: _Toc209080207]43  Authorisation of other persons to exercise powers or perform functions
	(1)	This section is made for the purposes of subsection 36(4) of the Act.
	(2)	The Slot Manager may authorise persons mentioned in subsection (3) to exercise powers, or perform functions, of the Slot Manager under this instrument relating to:
	(a)	the allocation of slots at Sydney Airport; or
	(b)	the management of slots that have been allocated.
	(3)	The persons are the following:
	(a)	Airservices Australia;
	(b)	any other body that provides air traffic control services at Sydney Airport;
	(c)	the airport operator.
	(4)	An authorisation under subsection (2) must:
	(a)	be in writing; and
	(b)	specify the power or function that the person is authorised to exercise or perform; and
	(c)	specify the period during which the authorisation remains in force.
	(5)	The Slot Manager must:
	(a)	keep a record of each authorisation under subsection (2) for 7 years; and
	(b)	give a copy of each such authorisation to the Secretary as soon as practicable after the authorisation is made.
[bookmark: _Toc209080208]Part 6—Transitional provisions
  
[bookmark: _Toc209080209]44  Definitions
		In this Part:
2013 Scheme means the Sydney Airport Slot Management Scheme 2013.
2024 Australian holiday period means the period between 15 December 2024 and 27 January 2025.
2025 Australian holiday period means the period between 15 December 2025 and 27 January 2026.
2024 northern winter scheduling season means the period that began at the start of the last Sunday in October 2024 and ended immediately before the start of the last Sunday in March 2025.
2025 northern winter scheduling season means the period that begins at the start of the last Sunday in October 2025 and ends immediately before the start of the last Sunday in March 2026.
commencement day means the day on which this instrument commences.
[bookmark: _Toc209080210]45  Transitional provisions—general
	(1)	A slot that was allocated under the 2013 Scheme for a gate movement that is to occur on or after the commencement day is taken to have been allocated under this Scheme.
	(2)	An application under the 2013 Scheme that relates to a slot for a gate movement that is to be conducted on or after the commencement day, but which was not dealt with before the commencement day, is taken to have been made under, and in accordance with, this Scheme.
	(3)	Any preparation for the allocation of slots that is carried out before the commencement day for a scheduling season that starts on or after the commencement day is taken to have been done in accordance with this Scheme.
	(4)	If a slot series was, immediately before the commencement day, a permanent regional service series under the 2013 Scheme for a scheduling season but a gate movement permitted by the slot series does not, on or after the commencement day, fall within the peak period (as defined in section 5 of this instrument) in the equivalent scheduling season under this instrument, the slot series is not a protected regional service slot series for the purposes of this instrument.
Example:	A permanent regional service series under the 2013 Scheme that permitted a gate movement at 6.30 am each Monday will not be a protected regional service slot series under this instrument because a peak period under this instrument only applies to a period from 7 am to 11 am on a Monday.
[bookmark: opcAmSched][bookmark: opcCurrentFind]
[bookmark: _Toc209080211]46  Transitional provision—gate movements during the 2025 Australian holiday period to be treated as operated for the 2025 northern winter scheduling season
	(1)	This section applies if:
	(a)	an operator had been allocated a slot series (the 2025 NW slot series) for the 2025 northern winter scheduling season that included slots (the 2025 holiday period slots) that permitted aircraft operated by the operator to engage in gate movements during the 2025 Australian holiday period; and
	(b)	the operator returned the 2025 holiday period slots to the Slot Manager before the end of 31 August 2025; and
	(c)	the operator has requested the Slot Manager to make the calculation mentioned in subsection (2) for the operator.
	(2)	For the purposes of calculating the percentage mentioned in paragraph 10(2)(a) for the operator in relation to the 2025 NW slot series held at the historics baseline date, the Slot Manager must treat 2025 holiday period slots which would have authorised gate movements during the 2025 Australian holiday period slots as if they had been operated, but only if the Slot Manager is satisfied that the operator:
	(a)	had, for the 2024 northern winter scheduling season, been allocated a slot series equivalent to the 2025 NW slot series; and
	(b)	had, before the end of 31 August 2024, returned to the Slot Manager slots equivalent to the 2025 holiday period slots in respect of the 2024 Australian holiday period.
	(3)	The request under paragraph (1)(c) must:
	(a)	be made in the form approved, in writing, by the Slot Manager; and
	(b)	include the information required by the form so approved.
	(4)	The Slot Manager must:
	(a)	publish on the Slot Manager’s website details of the form approved for the purposes of paragraph (3)(a) (including details of any information required by the form); and
	(b)	make available to operators the form so approved.
[bookmark: _Toc209080212]47  Transitional provision—loss of historic precedence for returned 2025 Australian holiday period slots
	(1)	This section applies if:
	(a)	an operator returned any slots (the 2025 returned slots) in respect of the 2025 Australian holiday period to the Slot Manager before the end of 31 August 2025; and
	(b)	the Slot Manager is satisfied that the operator complied with the use it or lose it test for a related slot series that occurs during the 2025 northern winter scheduling season.
	(2)	The operator does not have historic precedence to the 2025 returned slots.
Note:	This provision may have the effect of creating a situation that an operator that has been allocated a slot series that extended across the 2025 Australian holiday period may be granted historic precedence to a shorter slot series either side of the 2025 Australian holiday period in relation to the 2026 northern winter scheduling season.
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