SUPPLEMENTARY EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Issued by the authority of the Minister for Home Affairs and Minister for Cyber Security

Security of Critical Infrastructure Act 2018

Security of Critical Infrastructure (Telecommunications Security and Risk Management
Program) Rules 2025

Purpose of the supplementary explanatory statement

The Security of Critical Infrastructure (Telecommunications Security and Risk Management
Program) Rules 2025 (TSRMP Rules) commenced on 4 April 2025. The TSRMP Rules are
made under section 61 of the Security of Critical Infrastructure Act 2018, and provide a
proportionate framework of security obligations specifically tailored to critical
telecommunications assets and the unique hazards that may affect them, which may be
addressed through a telecommunications-specific Critical Infrastructure Risk Management
Program.

This supplementary explanatory statement supplements the initial explanatory statement to
the TSRMP Rules in accordance with paragraph 15J(1)(c) of the Legislation Act 2003. This
supplementary explanatory statement is made in a response to concerns raised by the Senate
Standing Committee for the Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation in the course of its initial
scrutiny of the TSRMP Rules, relating to the availability of the documents referenced in the
table at subsection 11(3) of the TSRMP Rules.

Amendments of the initial explanatory statement

On page 16 of the initial explanatory statement, after the words “... the responsible entity
will be required to comply with this provision after a total of 18 months from that date—1
September 2027.”, insert:

In line with principle (f) of the Guidelines for the Senate Standing Committee for the
Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation, the documents specified in items 2-5 in the table under
subsection 11(3) are freely available and accessible to the public.

The document specified in item 1 in the table, the Australian Standard AS/NZS ISO/IEC
27001:2023 (the Standard), is not freely available online and is also subject to copyright.
However, it has been included here given it is a reflection of equivalent international
standards with which Australian industry stakeholders are already in compliance, and
therefore its inclusion ensures a reduction in the regulatory burden applied to industry.

It is important to note that, through the course of consultation as these Rules were developed,
it was established that relevant industry stakeholders all had existing access to a copy of the
Standard to use in the conduct of their business.

Furthermore, the Standard can be purchased from Standards Australia, the nation’s peak
standards development body which develops standards, technical specifications, handbooks
and other publications, resources and solutions. It can also be purchased online from a
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number of retailers. In addition to this, the Standard is able to be viewed in-person (but not
copied) by members of the public at the State Library of New South Wales, National Library
of Australia and Brisbane City Council libraries.
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