[bookmark: _GoBack]EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

(Issued under the Authority of the Assistant Minister for the Environment)

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth)

Instrument under section 184 (a), 184 (b) and 184 (c)

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the Act) provides for the protection of the environment and conservation of biodiversity, including the protection and conservation of threatened species.

Section 178 of the Act provides for a list of threatened species (the List) separated into particular categories being, Extinct, Extinct in the wild, Critically Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable and Conservation Dependent.

Section 184 of the Act provides that the Minister may, by legislative instrument, amend the List to include an item in the List, delete an item from the List, or transfer an item from one category in the List to another category.

The process for making amendments to the List to include or transfer an item is set out in Part 13, Division 1, Subdivision AA of the Act. The relevant considerations for making amendments to the List to delete an item are set out in Part 13, Division 1, Subdivision A of the Act. 

The purpose of this Instrument is to amend the List by:

· including 19 species in the Critically Endangered category, 17 species in the Endangered category, four species in the Vulnerable category and one species in the Extinct category
· transferring in the list four species from the Endangered category to the Critically Endangered category, one species from the Vulnerable category to the Critically Endangered category and one species from the Vulnerable category to the Endangered category
· deleting three species from the Endangered category.

Consultation

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Consultation was undertaken before the Instrument was made, in accordance with the processes outlined in Part 13, Division 1, Subdivision AA of the Act.

The Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee):

· recommended the species for inclusion on the Finalised Priority Assessment List for the assessment period commencing either the 1 October 2015, 1 October 2016 or 1 October 2017, to which the Minister agreed
· sought public comment on the species for at least 30 business days.

The Committee consulted parties with relevant expertise regarding their views including: 

· relevant researchers from Australian universities
· relevant state and territory governments
· relevant non-government organisations.

The Committee prepared a written assessment of whether the nominated species were eligible for inclusion in the List. The written assessments and all comments received during the consultation period were provided to the Minister and considered in relation to the making of the Instrument.

This Instrument is a legislative instrument for the purposes of the Legislation Act 2003.

The Instrument commenced on the day after it was registered on the Federal Register of Legislation.

Authority: section 184 (a), 184 (b) and 184 (c) of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth).








	Statement of Compatibility with Human Rights
Prepared in accordance with Part 3 of the Human Rights (Parliamentary Scrutiny) Act 2011

Amendment to the list of threatened species under section 178 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (205)

This Legislative Instrument is compatible with the human rights and freedoms recognised or declared in the international instruments listed in section 3 of the Human Rights (Parliamentary Scrutiny) Act 2011.

Overview of the Legislative Instrument
The purpose of this Instrument is to amend the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 list of threatened species by including 19 species in the Critically Endangered category (Andersonia annelsii, Androcalva bivillosa, Bossiaea fragrans, Caladenia attenuata, Callistemon purpurascens, Conospermum galeatum, Daviesia ovata, Eremophila sp. Narrow leaves (J.D.Start D12-150), Eucalyptus sp. Cattai (Gregson s.n., 28 Aug 1954), Gastrolobium argyrotrichum, Gastrolobium vestitum, Grevillea sp. Gillingarra (R.J.Cranfield 4087), Kunzea similis subsp. similis, Latrobea colophona, Leucopogon sp. Flynn (F.Hort, J.Hort & A.Lowrie 859), Pomaderris delicata, Pseudococcus markharveyi, Stylidium semaphorum, Styphelia longissima), 17 species in the Endangered category (Acacia meiantha, Acacia wilsonii, Antechinus argentus, Antechinus arktos, Banksia rufa subsp. pumila, Bertmainius tingle, Caladenia granitora, Caladenia leucochila, Cryptoblepharus gurrmul, Diuris eborensis, Eremophila ciliata, Eucalyptus largeana, Galaxiella nigrostriata, Gastrolobium humile, Hypocalymma sylvestre, Pityrodia sp. Marble Bar (G.Woodman & D.Coultas GWDC Opp 4), Pomaderris cocoparrana), four species in the Vulnerable category (Banksia catoglypta, Bertmainius colonus, Kunzea ericifolia subsp. subulata, Petrophile nivea), one species in the Extinct category (Solanum bauerianum), transferring in the list four species from the Endangered category to the Critically Endangered category (Grevillea caleyi, Melanodryas cucullata melvillensis, Wollemia nobilis, Zieria parrisiae), transferring in the list one species from the Vulnerable category to the Critically Endangered category (Pseudocheirus occidentalis), transferring in the list one species from the Vulnerable category to the Endangered category (Livistona mariae subsp. mariae), deleting three species from the Endangered category (Croitana aestiva, Euploea alcathoe enastri, Ptilotus fasciculatus).

These species are being included in list as they met the criteria for listing in these categories under the EPBC Act. 
The three species that are being deleted from the list no longer meet any of the criteria for listing

Human rights implications
This Legislative Instrument does not engage any of the applicable rights or freedoms.

Conclusion
This Legislative Instrument is compatible with human rights as it does not raise any human rights issues.
Assistant Minister for the Environment



