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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Mawson Station Heritage Management Plan 2014-2019
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
Mawson station
Mawson station, in Mac.Robertson Land, Australian Antarctic Territory, was established in 1954 and is Australia’s oldest Antarctic station. Mawson Station was listed on the Commonwealth Heritage List in 2004. The station demonstrates the evolution of building methods in Antarctica. 
Overview of the Legislative Instrument
Section 341S of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 requires that the Commonwealth agency that owns or controls a Commonwealth Heritage place must make a written management plan to provide for the protection and management of the values of the Commonwealth Heritage place. This management plan provides such a framework for Mawson station as it continues to evolve consistent with the requirements of supporting contemporary scientific endeavour. 
This is the first heritage management plan to be prepared for Mawson Station. This management plan focuses on the buildings associated with the early era of station operations (pre-1980s) and is premised on the availability of only finite resources to conserve representative values and fabric subject to extreme environmental conditions and in a remote locale.
The management plan addresses all matters prescribed by Schedule 7A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2000 and is not inconsistent with the Commonwealth Heritage Management Principles.
Consultation
[bookmark: _GoBack]On 14 December 2013, notices were published inviting comments on the proposal to prepare a draft management plan. The public consultation period closed on 17 January 2014. No submissions were received.  This management plan was also considered by the Australian Heritage Council at its meeting on 11 August 2014, and advice was provided by the Council to the delegate to the Minister.  This management plan takes account of advice received by the delegate to the Minister on 24 October 2014.

Period of operation
The management plan is a legislative instrument for the purposes of the Legislative Instruments Act 2003 and commences on the day after it is registered on the Federal Register of Legislative Instruments. 

In accordance with section 341X of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 a review must be carried out within five years of the management plan being made. 
Regulation impact statement
The Office of Best Practice and Regulation (OBPR) advised that a Regulatory Impact Statement was not required for this management plan (OBPR reference: 16745).
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Statement of Compatibility with Human Rights
Prepared in accordance with Part 3 of the Human Rights (Parliamentary Scrutiny) Act 2011

Mawson Station Heritage Management Plan 2014-2019
This Legislative Instrument is compatible with the human rights and freedoms recognised or declared in the international instruments listed in section 3 of the Human Rights (Parliamentary Scrutiny) Act 2011.

Overview of the Legislative Instrument
Section 341S of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 requires that the Commonwealth agency that owns or controls a Commonwealth Heritage place must make a written management plan to provide for the protection and management of the values of the Commonwealth Heritage place. This management plan provides such a framework for Mawson station as it continues to evolve consistent with the requirements of supporting contemporary scientific endeavour. This management plan focuses on the buildings associated with the early era of station operations and is premised on the availability of only finite resources to conserve representative values and fabric subject to extreme environmental conditions and in a remote locale.

Human rights implications
This Legislative Instrument does not engage any of the applicable rights or freedoms.

Conclusion
This Legislative Instrument is compatible with human rights as it does not raise any human rights issues.

Dr. Tony Fleming
Director 
Australian Antarctic Division
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