
FEDERAL FINANCIAL RELATIONS (NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP 

PAYMENTS) DETERMINATION NO. 44 (FEBRUARY 2012) 

I, WAYNE MAXWELL SWAN, Treasurer, make this Determination under section 16 of the 

Federal Financial Relations Act 2009. 

 

  

WAYNE MAXWELL SWAN 

 

Dated: 3 February 2012 

 

PART 1 — PRELIMINARY 

 

Name of Determination 

1. This determination is the Federal Financial Relations (National Partnership 

payments) Determination No. 44 (February 2012). 

Commencement 

2. This determination commences on the day on which this determination is made. 

Definitions 

3. The following definitions are used throughout this determination: 

Act means the Federal Financial Relations Act 2009. 

COAG Reform Fund means the COAG Reform Fund established by section 5 of 

the COAG Reform Fund Act 2008. 

Drawing right means a drawing right issued under section 27 of the Financial 

Management and Accountability Act 1997. 

Intergovernmental Agreement means the Intergovernmental Agreement on 

Federal Financial Relations that took effect on 1 January 2009. The 

Intergovernmental Agreement provides an overarching framework for financial 

transfers between the Commonwealth and the States and related collaboration on 

policy development and service delivery. 

State includes the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory. 
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Exemption from section 42 (disallowance) of the Legislative Instruments Act 2003 

4. Subsection 16(5) of the Act provides that this determination is a legislative 

instrument, but section 42 (disallowance) of the Legislative Instruments Act 2003 does 

not apply to this determination. 

PART 2 — PURPOSE 

Provision of financial assistance 

5. This determination is made, in accordance with section 16 of the Act, for the 

purpose of providing grants of financial assistance to a State to: 

(a) support the delivery by the State of specified outputs or projects;  

(b) facilitate reforms by the State; or 

(c) reward the State for nationally significant reforms. 

Terms and conditions 

6. Subsection 16(2) of the Act requires that an amount determined under subsection 

16(1) must be credited to the COAG Reform Fund. The COAG Reform Fund Act 2008 

established the COAG Reform Fund and specifies that it is a Special Account for the 

purposes of the Financial Management and Accountability Act 1997. 

7. Subsection 7(2) of the COAG Reform Fund Act 2008 requires that the terms and 

conditions on which financial assistance is granted through the COAG Reform Fund are 

to be set out in a written agreement between the Commonwealth and the State. 

8. ‘Schedule D — Payment Arrangements’ to the Intergovernmental Agreement 

provides that the Commonwealth will make National Partnership payments to the States 

to support the delivery of specified outputs or projects, to facilitate reforms or to reward 

those jurisdictions that deliver on nationally significant reforms. 

9. National Partnerships will clearly set out the payment profile in respect of each 

State. 

10. Where the achievement of pre-determined milestones or performance benchmarks 

is required before a payment is made to a State: 

(a) in the case of payments to reward nationally significant reforms, the 
relevant Commonwealth Minister or delegate will make a determination as 
to whether the incentive payment will be paid following receipt of a 
recommendation from the COAG Reform Council as to whether a 
pre-determined performance benchmark has been achieved; and 

(b) in the case of payments to facilitate reform and to support the delivery of 
specified outputs or projects, the relevant Commonwealth Minister or 
delegate will make a determination, based upon expenditure and 
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performance reporting arrangements set out in the National Partnership, as 
to whether the facilitation or project payment will be paid. 

11. Where the achievement of a performance benchmark is not required before a 

payment is made to a State, payments will be scheduled in accordance with the payment 

profile set out in the National Partnership. 

PART 2 — NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP PAYMENTS 

Determination 

12. In accordance with subsection 16(1) of the Act, the amounts specified in Table 1 

are to be paid to the States specified in that table for the purpose of making a grant of 

financial assistance to: 

(a) support the delivery by the States of specified outputs or projects;  

(b) facilitate reforms by the States; or 

(c) reward the States for nationally significant reforms. 

Table 1: National Partnership payments for payment on 7 February 2012 

 
 

13. These amounts will be credited to the COAG Reform Fund before being paid to 

the States on 7 February 2012. 

14. Schedule 1 to this determination provides further information on these payments. 

Drawing rights limits 

15. Subsection 16(3) of the Act provides that the total amount credited to the COAG 

Reform Fund for the purpose of making National Partnership payments in the financial 

year starting on 1 July 2011 must not exceed $18,000,000,000.00. 

16. The amounts specified in Table 2 are the total amounts determined in the 2011-12 

financial year in respect of National Partnership payments under section 16 of the Act, 

including this determination. 

State Amount of National Partnership payments

New South Wales $402,032,094.99

Victoria $111,504,499.50

Queensland $2,202,398,979.70

Western Australia $140,217,315.76

South Australia $74,905,033.87

Tasmania $18,535,410.61

Australian Capital Territory $20,009,566.34

Northern Territory $18,747,762.69

Total $2,988,350,663.46
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Table 2: Total cumulative payments of National Partnership payments in 2011-12 

 
 

17. The total amount determined for National Partnership payments to date in the 

2011-12 financial year does not exceed the general drawing rights limit. 

State Amount of National Partnership payments

New South Wales $2,007,871,192.31

Victoria $1,353,446,176.77

Queensland $3,638,852,717.34

Western Australia $813,094,475.12

South Australia $635,854,468.90

Tasmania $220,941,952.48

Australian Capital Territory $63,857,350.71

Northern Territory $442,638,246.86

Total $9,176,556,580.49

General drawing rights limit for 2011-12 $18,000,000,000.00

Remaining drawing rights limit for 2011-12 $8,823,443,419.51
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SCHEDULE 1 

AMOUNTS OF NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP PAYMENTS FOR PAYMENT ON 7 FEBRUARY 2012 ($) 
 NSW VIC QLD WA SA TAS ACT NT Total

Healthcare

National Partnership payments

East Kimberley Development

    - Health related -                                 -                                 -                                 4,000,000.00              -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 4,000,000.00              

Essential vaccines - vaccines purchase 8,916,482.47              3,527,531.71              5,195,966.70              2,489,801.73              1,987,715.92              842,586.61                 415,854.34                 324,574.03                 23,700,513.51            

Health services

Longer stay older patients in public hospitals -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 495,000.00                 -                                 -                                 495,000.00                 

Plan for perinatal depression 4,517,450.00              2,249,118.00              1,896,812.00              1,168,589.00              389,090.00                 286,583.00                 242,559.00                 295,683.00                 11,045,884.00            

Royal Darwin Hospital - equipped, prepared and ready -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 7,240,000.00              7,240,000.00              

Victorian cytology service -                                 642,000.00                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 642,000.00                 

National Health Reform

    - Improving Public Hospital Services

Improving Access to Elective Surgery 31,057,002.00            -                                 29,764,911.00            9,505,843.00              -                                 -                                 2,211,077.00              434,937.00                 72,973,770.00            

Elective surgery - capital 6,718,471.00              5,385,291.00              4,591,273.00              2,749,637.00              -                                 -                                 3,376,098.00              -                                 22,820,770.00            

Emergency department - capital 14,482,316.00            11,428,121.00            9,607,154.00              5,390,077.00              -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 40,907,668.00            

Flexible funding pool -                                 -                                 4,723,645.00              2,715,513.00              -                                 -                                 943,581.00                 -                                 8,382,739.00              

Investment in emergency departments 24,256,000.00            -                                 20,133,390.00            -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 197,698.00                 44,587,088.00            

Sub-acute care - capital 102,600,000.00          -                                 64,400,000.00            32,100,000.00            23,900,000.00            -                                 8,322,123.00              -                                 231,322,123.00          

    - Transitioning resposibilities for aged care 

         and disability services

Specialist  Disability Services for over 65's 27,728,000.00            -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 2,320,000.00              30,048,000.00            

Long Stay Older Patients - Additional Places 32,904,950.00            -                                 21,229,000.00            15,921,750.00            -                                 3,184,350.00              -                                 -                                 73,240,050.00            

Indigenous mobile dental program - capital -                                 -                                 300,714.00                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 300,714.00                 

Indigenous early childhood development -                                 423,962.00                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 423,962.00                 

Northern Territory medical school -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 814,000.00                 814,000.00                 

Total Healthcare National Partnership payments 253,180,671.47          23,656,023.71            161,842,865.70          76,041,210.73            26,276,805.92            4,808,519.61              15,511,292.34            11,626,892.03            572,944,281.51          

Education

National Partnership payments

Trade training centres in schools 2,096,907.30              -                                 -                                 -                                 861,512.00                 -                                 -                                 71,407.10                   3,029,826.40              

National quality agenda for early childhood

  education and care 5,937,000.00              -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 192,000.00                 -                                 -                                 6,129,000.00              

Productivity places program 13,430,000.00            -                                 8,224,000.00              4,188,000.00              3,081,000.00              1,245,000.00              711,000.00                 444,000.00                 31,323,000.00            

TAFE fee waivers for childcare qualifications 2,003,202.00              2,461,550.79              -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 33,688.56                   4,498,441.35              

Total Education National Partnership payments 23,467,109.30            2,461,550.79              8,224,000.00              4,188,000.00              3,942,512.00              1,437,000.00              711,000.00                 549,095.66                 44,980,267.75            

Community services

National Partnership payments

Aged care assessment -                                 1,058,400.00              763,800.00                 -                                 -                                 457,200.00                 -                                 -                                 2,279,400.00              

Certain concessions for pensioners

    and seniors card holders 7,377,583.00              5,274,250.00              3,683,000.00              1,854,583.00              2,098,333.00              673,583.00                 149,917.00                 102,667.00                 21,213,916.00            

Closing the gap - Northern Territory

Remote policing -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 1,515,667.00              1,515,667.00              

Food security -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 50,000.00                   50,000.00                   

Home and community care 36,275,710.00            25,218,775.00            29,801,926.00            10,798,850.00            10,381,102.00            3,552,227.00              1,549,735.00              608,801.00                 118,187,126.00          

Home and community care 

    services for veterans 4,254,667.00              319,333.00                 2,424,000.00              122,500.00                 -                                 396,667.00                 -                                 32,000.00                   7,549,167.00              

National reciprocal transport concessions 551,719.00                 152,854.00                 353,530.00                 37,866.00                   34,158.00                   10,533.00                   15,819.00                   6,776.00                     1,163,255.00              

Total Community services National Partnership payments 48,459,679.00            32,023,612.00            37,026,256.00            12,813,799.00            12,513,593.00            5,090,210.00              1,715,471.00              2,315,911.00              151,958,531.00          
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AMOUNTS OF NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP PAYMENTS FOR PAYMENT ON 7 FEBRUARY 2012 ($) (CONTINUED) 

 

 NSW VIC QLD WA SA TAS ACT NT Total

Housing

National Partnership payments

First Home Owners Boost 623,000.00                 1,481,500.00              227,500.00                 -                                 24,500.00                   7,000.00                     70,000.00                   7,000.00                     2,440,500.00              

Homelessness 2,873,000.00              2,159,000.00              2,781,000.00              1,380,000.00              833,000.00                 215,000.00                 200,000.00                 517,000.00                 10,958,000.00            

Nation Building and Jobs Plan - Social housing

Second stage construction -                                 5,000,000.00              20,000,000.00            -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 25,000,000.00            

Remote Indigenous housing 8,784,000.00              -                                 -                                 18,000,000.00            5,373,000.00              -                                 -                                 -                                 32,157,000.00            

Total Housing National Partnership payments 12,280,000.00            8,640,500.00              23,008,500.00            19,380,000.00            6,230,500.00              222,000.00                 270,000.00                 524,000.00                 70,555,500.00            

Infrastructure

National Partnership payments

Nation building program

Investment

Rail 1,611,433.00              -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 950,701.00                 -                                 -                                 2,562,134.00              

Road 52,365,470.00            34,097,004.00            66,449,048.00            23,138,699.00            19,625,000.00            3,833,682.00              69,622.00                   3,461,941.00              203,040,466.00          

Black spot projects -                                 1,319,177.00              -                                 1,167,487.00              960,618.00                 -                                 -                                 4,923.00                     3,452,205.00              

Off-Network Projects - Rail -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 440,547.00                 -                                 -                                 440,547.00                 

Off-Network Projects - Road 152,746.00                 2,224,535.00              299,500.00                 353,720.00                 -                                 -                                 1,366,936.00              248,000.00                 4,645,437.00              

Heavy vehicle safety 837,490.00                 710,397.00                 432,310.00                 131,748.00                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 2,111,945.00              

Total Infrastructure National Partnership payments 54,967,139.00            38,351,113.00            67,180,858.00            24,791,654.00            20,585,618.00            5,224,930.00              1,436,558.00              3,714,864.00              216,252,734.00          

Environmental services

National Partnership payments

Caring for our country 7,050,200.00              -                                 -                                 460,800.00                 1,032,200.00              774,200.00                 271,800.00                 -                                 9,589,200.00              

Renewable remote power generation -                                 -                                 -                                 1,204,957.08              18,917.00                   -                                 -                                 17,000.00                   1,240,874.08              

Water for the Future - National Water Security Plan 

   for Cities and Towns 500,000.00                 -                                 2,610,000.00              755,455.00                 2,150,000.00              -                                 -                                 -                                 6,015,455.00              

Water for the Future - Sustainable Rural Water Use 

   and Infrastructure 2,127,296.22              6,371,700.00              2,506,500.00              330,000.00                 1,473,892.00              978,551.00                 93,445.00                   -                                 13,881,384.22            

Total Environmental services National Partnership payments 9,677,496.22              6,371,700.00              5,116,500.00              2,751,212.08              4,675,009.00              1,752,751.00              365,245.00                 17,000.00                   30,726,913.30            

Other State services

National Partnership payments

Trial of drought reform measures in WA -                                 -                                 -                                 251,439.95                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 251,439.95                 

Total Other State services National Partnership payments -                                 -                                 -                                 251,439.95                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 251,439.95                 

Contingent payments

National Partnership payments

Exceptional circumstances assistance -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 680,995.95                 -                                 -                                 -                                 680,995.95                 

Natural disaster relief -                                 -                                 1,900,000,000.00       -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 -                                 1,900,000,000.00       

Total Contingent payments National Partnership payments -                                 -                                 1,900,000,000.00       -                                 680,995.95                 -                                 -                                 -                                 1,900,680,995.95       

Total National Partnership payments 402,032,094.99          111,504,499.50          2,202,398,979.70       140,217,315.76          74,905,033.87            18,535,410.61            20,009,566.34            18,747,762.69            2,988,350,663.46       
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