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Instrument number CASA 143/10
I, JOHN FRANCIS McCORMICK, Director of Aviation Safety, on behalf of CASA, make this instrument under subregulations 92 (2), 99AA (5), 172 (2A), and regulation 303A of the Civil Aviation Regulations 1988 (CAR 1988).
[Signed John F. McCormick]
John F. McCormick
Director of Aviation Safety
25 May 2010
Determination — flight visibility and distance from cloud in V.F.R. flights
Direction — Special V.F.R. flights
1
Commencement


This instrument commences on 3 June 2010.
2
Revocation



CASA instrument SRS 3/1992 is revoked.

3
Determination — applicable distance for flight visibility


The applicable distance for flight visibility during a V.F.R. flight for the airspace, aircraft and height mentioned in an item in Schedule 1 is not less than the relevant distance mentioned in column 5 of the item.

4
Determination — applicable distances for cloud


The applicable distances for vertical and horizontal distances from cloud during a V.F.R. flight for the airspace, aircraft and height mentioned in an item in Schedule 1 are not less than the relevant distances mentioned in column 6 of the item.

5
Direction —aircraft engaged in Special V.F.R. flights


The pilot of an aircraft may only conduct a flight in Class C or Class D airspace under the Special V.F.R. (SVFR) if:

(a)
the flight is conducted clear of cloud; and

(b)
flight visibility is not less than the following:


(i)
for an aeroplane — 1 600 m;


(ii)
for a helicopter — 800 m;


(iii)
for a balloon:

(A)
100 m for a height below 500 ft AGL; or

(B)
1 600 m for a height above 500 ft AGL; and

(c)
for a helicopter — the aircraft is operated at a speed that allows the pilot adequate opportunity to see any obstructions or air traffic in sufficient time to avoid collision; and

(d)
the flight is conducted in accordance with the requirements of regulation 157 of CAR 1988 in relation to low flying; and
(e)
the pilot has SVFR clearance from ATC.
6
Conditions


Each applicable distance for flight visibility, and each vertical and horizontal distance from cloud, mentioned in an item in Schedule 1 is to be applied subject to the conditions mentioned in column 7 of the item.
Schedule 1
Applicable distance for flight visibility and applicable distances for cloud
Key:
AMSL means above mean sea level.
AGL means above ground level.
	Column 1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Item
	Class of Airspace
	Type of aircraft
	Height at which applicable
	Applicable distance for flight visibility
	Applicable distances for vertical and horizontal distances from cloud visibility
	Conditions

	1
	Class A
	Not applicable
	See Note 1.

	2
	Class C
	Aeroplanes, helicopters and balloons
	At or above 10 000 ft AMSL 
	8 km
	1 000 ft vertical
1 500 m horizontal
	Subject to alternative ATC permission for SVFR. See Note 2.

	3
	Class C
	Aeroplanes, helicopters and balloons
	Below 10 000 ft AMSL 
	5 000 m
	1 000 ft vertical

1 500 m horizontal
	Subject to alternative ATC permission for SVFR. See Note 2.

	4
	Class D
	Aeroplanes, helicopters and balloons
	All of the Class D airspace
	5 000 m
	1 000 ft above

500 ft below
600 m horizontal
	Subject to alternative ATC permission for SVFR. See Note 2.

	5
	Class E
	Aeroplanes, helicopters and balloons
	At or above 10 000 ft AMSL
	8 km
	1 000 ft vertical

1 500 m horizontal
	

	6
	Class E
	Aeroplanes, helicopters and balloons
	Below 10 000 ft AMSL
	5 000 m
	1 000 ft vertical

1 500 m horizontal
	

	7
	Class G
	Aeroplanes, helicopters and balloons
	At or above 10 000 ft AMSL
	8 km
	1 000 ft vertical

1 500 m horizontal
	

	8
	Class G
	Aeroplanes, helicopters and balloons
	Subject to items 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13, below 10 000 ft AMSL
	5 000 m
	1 000 ft vertical

1 500 m horizontal
	

	9
	Class G
	Aeroplanes, helicopters and balloons
	Subject to items 10, 11, 12 and 13, at or below whichever is the higher of:
(a)
3 000 ft AMSL;

(b)
1 000 ft AGL
	5 000 m
	Clear of cloud and in sight of ground or water
	Radio must be carried and used on the appropriate frequency

	10
	Class G
	Helicopters
	(a)
Below 700 ft above ground; or
(b)
below 700 ft above water when operating at a distance from land that allows compli-ance with sub-regulation 258 (1) of CAR 1988. See Note 3.
	800 m
	Clear of cloud
	(a)
Day operation only;
(b)
at a speed that allows the pilot adequate opportunity to see any obstructions or air traffic in sufficient time to avoid collision;

(c)
if operating less than 10 NM from an aerodrome with an approved instrument approach procedure — then:

(i)
in accordance with all requirements to report, broadcast and maintain a listening watch; and

(ii)
maintaining a separation of at least 500 ft vertically from any aircraft conducting an IFR operation less than 10 NM from the aero-drome.

	11
	Class G
	Helicopters
	Below 700 ft above water when operating at a distance from land greater than that which allows compliance with subregulation 258 (1) of CAR 1988. See Note 3.
	1.
5 000 m, if only condition 1 is com-plied with
	1.
600 m horizontal and 500 ft vertical, if only con-dition 1 is complied with
	1.
(a)
Day operation only;

(b)
at a speed that allows the pilot adequate opportunity to see any obstructions or air traffic in sufficient time to avoid collision;

(c)
if operating less than 10 NM from an aerodrome with an approved instrument approach procedure — then:


(i)
in accord-ance with all require-ments to report, broadcast and main-tain a listening watch; and


(ii)
maintaining a separation of at least 500 ft verti-cally from any aircraft conducting an IFR operation less than 10 NM from the aero-drome.

2.
The applicable distances for vertical and horizontal distances from cloud visibility do not apply if the helicopter:


(a)
uses track guidance provided by an approved operating radio navigation aid; and

(b)
is equipped with a comple-mentary radio navigation system.

	
	
	
	
	2.
800 m, if conditions 1 and 2 are both complied with
	2.
Clear of cloud, if conditions 1 and 2 are both com-plied with
	

	12
	Class G
	Balloons
	Below 1 500 ft above ground or water
	5 000 m
	Clear of cloud
	No vertical clearance from cloud below the balloon is required provided:

(a)
the top of the cloud is at or below 500 ft above ground or water; and

(b)
the balloon is at least 10 NM from an aerodrome with an approved instrument approach procedure 

	13
	Class G
	Balloons
	Below 500 ft above ground or water
	100 m
	Not applicable
	Day operation only provided the balloon is at least 10 NM from an aerodrome with an approved instrument approach procedure.


Note 1   V.F.R. aircraft are not permitted to fly in Class A airspace.
Note 2   SVFR means Special Visual Flight Rules and is dealt with in subregulations 172 (4) and (5) of CAR 1988.

Note 3   Subregulation 258 (1) of CAR 1988 provides that the pilot in command of the aircraft must not fly over water at a distance from land greater than the distance from which the aircraft could reach land if the engine, or, in the case of a multi-engined aircraft, the critical engine (being the engine the non-operation of which when the other engines are in operation gives the highest minimum speed at which the aircraft can be controlled) were inoperative.
Subregulation 258 (3) provides that it is a defence to a prosecution under subregulation 258 (1) of CAR 1988 if the flight was in accordance with directions issued by CASA. CASA has issued Directions which, if complied with during a permitted flight over water, would allow the flight to be at the greater distance mentioned in subregulation 258 (1).
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