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SPECIFIC POLICIES

The river corridor was included on the Register of the National Estate (March 1986) and the Lanyon
area was declared a Land: ... ______ation Reserve under the Nature Conservation Act 1980 (December
1985). Additional studies have identified a number of river gorge areas with high nature conservation values
and these are proposed to be reserved under the latter Act.

Gazettal of Nature Reserves is a management matter and the issue is covered uni  specific policies relating
to Nature Conservation Core Areas, Special Rural Landscape Areas and Vegeiauon Restoration. Details
of areas proposed for | given in the section Areas to be Gazetted Nature Reserves under the
Nature Conservation Act 1980 which should be read in conjunction with the polic statements referred
to above. The boundaries of thi . _-ves have been agreed to by former National ipital Development
Commission (NCDC) and the former ACT Administration.

Specific policies relate to particular locations and significant issues and indicate not only land use and
water use intentions, but also performance criteria reflecting the overriding concern for conservation of
natural and cultural values of the river corridor.

Murrumbidgee River

Preamble

The Murrumbidgee river provides the key tangible link throughout the area covered by the Policy Plan.
The entire river is ecologically important for the conservation of habitat (aquatic and terrestrial) and fauna

(particularly native fish).

In addition the river provides the high quality resource which is the basis for appropriate recreational
activities.

Between the Gudgenby confluence and Point Hut Crossing, including Tharwa Village, the river is used
for domestic water supply and discharge of wastewater.

Si 7 " relates closely to its surroundings, policies for the river itself must be considered in conjunction
with the adjacent land.

Policies
l. The existing aquatic and related terrestrial ecological values of the river (particularly routes for

the migration of fish, birds and other organisms) to be conserved, protected and, where applicable,
used for public appreciation and education.

2. Land u 1anagement practic " " ung the river to be controlled to limit domestic
and ot ‘ges to levels which main*~*- **»~ =attern of river flow and water quality in consistency
with th on of designated water v

3. Developments and management practices adjacent to the river channel and within the flood plain
to be controlled to ensure stability of the channel, river banks and flood plain and to control
flooding.

4. Previously dist~~-~~ -reas and eroded river banks and flood plains to be stabilised and regenerated,
and usage anc to be controlled to levels consistent with maintaining bank and channel
stability, ecolo,._ . _._.dscape quality, and sites of signilicance.

5. Extraction of sand and gravel to be considered periodically in reaches where it is deposited, in

order to maintain stream channel and flood plain stability, to protect aquatic habitats and recreation
areas and to control flooding. Extraction to be undertaken in a manner consistent with protection
of designated downstream land and water uses and in accordance with the Commonwealth’s
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Environ 1 (Impact of Proposals) Act 1974 and with an agreed management and
restoration plan.

6. A monitoring programme to be implemented to ensure that use of the river corridor has no adverse
effects and water quality objectives are achieved.

7. The ™ | L _ . of the river are aquatic habitat and ry route. The tables
later in this P an understanding of the term ‘d "_ ‘ and for the
other de ' ind their associated water quality objectives.

Nature Conservation Core Areas (Including Gorge Areas in the River Corridor)

Preamble

The v+ rive ot int T e o T in terms
of na nse ) 1 1 the river gorges there a ) listurbed
native vegeta wre environment: _nificant and of high scenic quality, where the primary purpose
is nature conservation and public appreciation of native flora and fau i their natural environment.

These nature conservation core arcas will be included in Nature Reserves declared under the Narure
Conserwv . Additional areas requiring vegetation restoration or which provide secure management
boundaries will also be included as buffer areas. These will require further detailed work leading to
implementation actions and manacement approprlate to each sub-zone. Although deslgnated for nature

Cleeaat

cons 1e gor ; 5 of the river lend the =~ zation
that natur:
Policies

I The river corridor to be managed with the aim of preserving and protecting existing natural areas,

protecting the routes for migrating fish, birds and other orgar g previously disturbed
areas and controlling nse and access so as to restrict environmental damage to a level which does
not detract sig _m the values of the area.

2. The — downstrear T ., Red Rou n Range, downstream
of C . weo =—-—. 2nd on the nortnern AL1 Boraer — to be 18 nature conservation
core at ) sther with some adjacent buffer areas to be included in Reserves declared under
the Na vation Act 1980. Any development to be kept to the minimum level required
for public appreciation and, wherever practicable, to be confined to the perimeter of the reserved
area.

3. Within nature conservation ¢ T . - such as walking, fishing
and nature : * " n to be alloy  lar bikes actir d grazing
of domestic d mining anc n o excl

4. Areas adjoining ‘" river to be managed to avoid adverse t on the river’s nature conservation
values. This may  /olve restricted access, control of grazing and restrictions on the use of fertiliser,
pesticides, pastur  mnrovement, ir = " n, etc.

5. The key wate apply in nature conservatlon core areas is preservation of aquatic habitat.

Other designated uses and their :s are detailed in the tables.

L v Ty oo
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Recreation Area

Preamble

Recreation is the key land use in the Murrumbidge ™" - Corridor in which conservation of natural

and cultural values is  _rims L. People differ r preferences fo tion areas. Some seek

out quiet places where there is : 1 development, th intensively devel d
wc a ngs to do’. Planning sho  aim to pr r this diversity w = n

uwie vousuauts vr the natural and cultural values of 2 River Cc Planning should o

id reintorcing the established pattern of rec  tional nodes and linkages.

The extent of developrent should be related to the ability of an area to absorb recreational development
without detriment to its landscape/environmental quality. This will be further explored and will lead to

Implementation Plans and management appropriate to each recreation node reas which have the
capacity to accommod . ______ concentrated recreation activity could be t move such pressure
fr

Policies

1. Provision to be made for a spectrum from low to high intensity recreation nodes, located to reduce
recreational growth pressures on natural and culturally itive arcas auu ayuatic habitats.

2. The establ’ * '~ " ition to be retained and promoted riate riverside activities
w o Cpt s, water activities, picnicking, nat it tudy,
ec rpr

3. The intensity of devele nent to be suited to the physical and ecological characteristics of the site,

its relationship to the ational Capital Open Space System and the river system as a whole and
to streamflow and water quality criteria.

4. High-intensity riverside recreation nodes to be developed only in safe swimming 3 where sandy
b the n is suitable for associated v Yoalar a and parking.
Such node velo) Cof - "7 nds an nd.

5. Put ion bet theGr "_ 7 b and Point Hut Cre = _ ymplement
and be itible with the surrounding rural landscape and cultural si ™ e of the Lanyon

Landscape Conservation Reserve.

6. Public acce  to the river at the Lanyon Homestead area to be subject to a more detailed study.

7. Sites of cu ' " significance to be defined and p1 o ’ o sies
listed under “( selow.

8. Future developments to include measures to protect stream beds, river banks and margins and

restore riverine vegetation.

9. Boating (non-powered) in the river to be permitted if consistent with the protection of aquatic
habitats and constraints of ¢« =~ _ o oo .....n bed features.

10. Kiosks and other commercial concessions to be provided only at hish intensitv recreation nodes,
in accordance w pment and _1ent comne ‘mulated.

11. Other high intensity multi-use 1 - to be developed away from the river to ease the

pressure on the river and natural

12. The key water Usus v appiy a1 teuivauon coucs ate pieseivauou ot aquatic habitat in low intensity
and swimming in high intensity areas. Other designated used and their associated water quality
objectives are detailed in the tables.
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St | Rural Landscape Areas (in and adjacent to the River Corridor)

Preamble

In places where the river flows through flood plains and gentle terrain, corridor has been highly

modified for agric ' purposes. Here, it has a di ' ictive rural landscape which is typical of the Southern
s Itis ttor in o et e . i along corridor as representative
of | cc to the National ¢ | d as visible links with the

ACT’s rural past.

On the alluvial flood plains (I yon Landscape Conservation Reserve)  icultural farmland extends to
st~ wwar with introduced willows and poplars growing along the banks. In other places, open grassland

of savannah woodlands, where the tree spacing gives the . nce

(west bank).

L ) " iled work which may 1 ° " -lementation actions and

ig ate t zone.

Policies

1. Represen umples of the rural landscane. tvoical of ACT’s rural past to be retained and
protected, particularly in the Lanyon, 1 . r Creek, New Station Creek and McQuoid
Creek areas.

2. The L -~ Lanc B AR I o] Vature C T Act
1980 ¢ _ the > cultural herita, “slation.

3. Agriculture ar * 7 ' Trrming to ke retained along the river cuiridor, to ensure a variety of
landscape patt rom open hrough to dense forest, or because of ecological/
management difficulties involved in rev _ f the land.

4. 1eral Farming will be set back from the river banks for public access, stabilisation

ne " of the riverine tion removed by past agricultural practices

5. Such activit’ ; intensive poultry farming, feed lotting of cattle or the running of goats, deer
or other ex« aimals, commercial horse studs or racehorse training stables not to be permitted.

6. Removal of and natural v * -1 in these rural landscape areas to be controlled and tree

icouraged, to retain the open savannah woodland character.

7. Ste © ' soee=ntadand other man: ment conditi ) be spec ry
to R © su and o yuts and N oil
conservation in anc. ... L ' river corr

8. Walkin_ © %~ Murrumbidgee River from urban areas to be located and managed to minimise
the effects on rural activities.

9. Annron te River Corridor uses may be permitted, provi¢ * " -~ are compatible with the rural
la character.

10. D nd ¢ T qu ible to the ab T are

summaised in the tables.
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Pine Plantations

Preamble

As ording timber foi ‘al extraction, the pine plantations e an important landscape
fun offer great poten reation. Pine forests, if ‘ and developed, can add
interest to the s by e1 _ the she  the land : ng colour and variety to
the ne. 1vo i ther pine plantations, how are propost - ......... il ver corridor.

Policies

1. Pine plantations to be retained as multi-purpose areas for forestry production and recreation and

to provide landscape interest and contrast.

2. Tree =~ _ . ) ... onthel se and to inc 1al
diver; 3¢ areas m singlea = .
3. A permanent landscape edge to be maintained along the plantation boundaries of high visibility

and along public roads.

4. Native woodland arcas to be retained, particularly along plantation edges, public roads and upstream
valleys and on the steep slopes to the river.

5. Forest: “ins to be itible with the streamflow and water objectives for the adjoining
section or. Water d obje

Special Development Areas

Preamble

It is expected that there will be a continuing demand for special development areas for commercial and

communi i including tourist accommodation, camning, rur :nce centres
and 3 capital purpe oecial Development A in wt : uses could
occur, are desig ver corridor.

Management Plans will be progressively prepared for these areas leading to development actions and other
measures appr h site. In particular development control will be exercised to ensure that materials
and design of tue acvelopiuent are in sympathy with site characteristics.

Policies

1. Existing sites within special development areas to be retained and measures taken to minimise
their impact on the landscape and environmental character, streamflow and water guality.

2. Special development areas to be used for commercial and cor y/recreation/tourist activities
directly related to the use of the river.

3. Special devel nay need to be identified for service corrid :ntial for the National
Capital. Any sucu propusals would be subject to assessment under .... _..vironment Protection
(Impact of F ") Act 1974.

4. Planning for the Tuggeranong Town Centre and residential areas fronting the river corridor to

recognise their possible effects on the river and take steps to protect the total environment and
designated uses in this section of the corridor.
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S. Buildings and structures in these areas to be subject to careful desion «iting, landscaping and
management © 7 7 velopment does not impair conservauun ui wre natural and cultural
values of the river corridor or adversely affect adjoining arcas.

6. Designated water uses and associated water quality objectives applicable to special developmn -+
al T 1 on the uses detailed in the tables. Each development proposal will be examiucu
in the above policies.

Vegetation Restoration Areas

Preamble

Past land use has resulted in alterations to the 1 Iscape in many - mber and health of trees
in the rural landscape has declined as original tices die or age and ‘cuiicu grazing practices prevent new
growth, Th ~ o immes tor . f th o

Rehabilitation of the landscape will be required to provide a suitable setting for recreation ess
trails and special developments or to extend and enhance nature conservation

Vegetation Restoration Arcas therefore include areas which buffer the nat tion core aicas and
some are to be incorporated into Nature Reserves declared under the Nature Conservation Act 1980.

Policies

1. A balance to be established and mainta’ ~ ted and partially-cleared areas to give
cont ' ity in the vegetation pattern and to protect important rural and cultural
land

2. Removal of trees and natural vegetation to be controlled and ti neration to be encouraged
to retain and enhance the riverine environment. Where cond are unsuitable for natural

regeneration, provision to be made for replanting and other methods of tre  tablishment.

3. Tre ' oo lanting to be 10Us to ty. H vided they can merge
with and not dominate the natural landscape, introaucea tree spe 1y oe used for functional
and limited purp« uch as at high intensity recreation nodes and cultural heritage sites.

4. Introduced plant es to be conserved or replanted in culturally significant locations where this
will help to prote cultural values of the site.

S. Special control measures ta he jmplemented to protect the casnarinas within the river corridor

’ ’ c s and sh the hone' r
m o “lor.

6. Low inten; “‘onal use and/or controlled grazing and other Commonwealth uses may be
permitted 'tation is completed.

7. Some ar N t to nature conservation core areas and v tation restoration is required,
to be included in Reserves declared under the Nature Conserv. 1980 or managed as protective

buffer zones.

Cultural Heritage Resources

Preamble

The former National Cap**~' ™---"ypment Commission (NCDC), had already carried out a survey of cultural

heritage features and this | that many are worth protecting. Where these conclusions are supported
69
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bv further assessment, every effort should be made to canserve these pla " authentic links with
[ erra’s past retation, education an  1blic interest. Tueu cowexiual landscape settings
1 to be conseiveu auu uses arranged that will make tI - conservation possible.

Policies

1. S of cultura pe conte * nserved and given an appropriate
lc  of protection * mpatible land use or development.

2. Public access and land use compatible with site conservation to be established where appropriate.

Public access might not be available to all sites.

3. Pl~~=*~~and -~ 1ent of places entered on the Register of the National Estate and other

sit tur  _ nce to accord with their approved conservation plans.

Natural Resources of Special Interest
Preamble

The former NCDC also carried ont a <urvey of natural resources and concluded that many are worth

protecting. These inc special geological, geomorphological, botanical and zoological
significance. Many of them are outside the areac identified as n rvation areas. Where the conclusions
of 1 > ted ment, indivic s need to be adequately prot

tor el natural features for scientific and purp: B ’ . I
interest.

The appropriate protection status should be given to all natt features of special interest not

otherwise protected in formally gazetted nature conservation ar

Policies

L. Features of nat urce intel T ’ " ated nature conservation core areas
to be given an appiupiiate level of protection rrom incompatible land use and ¢ _ment.

2. Features to t I to afford appropriate public ac and to control the effects of public
use. Public ac _not be made available to all sites.

3. Significant aquatic and fish habitats to be identified and p.  :ted and the « of the riverine
tree cover to be maintained and enhanced where necessary  protect the rc by migratory
birds.

4. Planning ' igement of places of natural resource interest 1 on the Register of the
National I 1 be in accordance with their approved conserv..v.s p.ans.

Access

Preamble

F onal and other »ped at a num’ o ‘ |

vehicular and pedestrian utes Jink these locations and provide crc ° of the river. An integrated

system of access is neede 1d upon the established framework ana wuue providing access to other

parts of the corridor, assis. uu wie protection of sensitive natural and cultural values.
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Policies

[. An integrated system of vehicular, pedestrian, cycle and equestrian access to be established to
provide ac ‘0 and within the river corridor and to connect to hill are ! i and the
metropolit iltipurpose trail svstem,

2. Vehicular . to be limited t ent local or to new recreation node ~ tion

istobe 7 " toc © 7 an ~~=~~3ment consid s to
¢ nent and cu nsit ites. Access to the river v 1ouow
in gent e ted « est pattern and link to places o1 interest and exploit views. Linear
routes e le, e rian and management use that follow the course of the river are
to be avoided where possi v be confined to the outer edge of the corridor. Some trails may

be a series ol loops and piuvide for return routes to parking areas located away from the river.

Off-stream Use of River Water

Preamble

Off-st of river water includes water for domestic or stock supply and irrigation. The use of river
water estic supply nec ~ ites more stringent w~*-~ quality objectives than those which apply to
other

Protectic on three pri es:

(a) _1 points are ¢ cttolic cedt

(b) water for domestic supply is fully t _ 1 to consumption

(¢) up - discharges are controlled to maintain a suitable quality at the abstraction point

Policies

1. Th of river water m purp 1 _ . stem.

2. Of (..com and instréein uevavpment acuviues w be limited uj " iction points,

sistently with sustaining a water quality suitable for use.

Wate: yuainy objectives applicable to the use of water for domestic, stock and irrigation supply are summarised
in the tables.

WATER USE DESIGNATIONS

The primary beneficial uses of water comprise thi which are waterquality dependent, and include:
. domestic water supply (full treatment of w.
° habitat for aquatic biota
° m iry route for aquatic fauna
° fishing
. primary contact recreation (swimming)
. : T reation (boating)
72
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: 1 wing)

e stock and © * tion water supply.

Designated Water

Designated Land Uses Common to Entire Specific to Designated
River Length Land Uses

Nature Conserva*’ - cortr i MIGR, BOAT VIEW, FISH

Recreation

— high intensity AQUAHAB*, MIGR, BOAT SWIM*, VIEW, FISH

— low intensity AQUAHAB*, MIGR, BOAT FISH, VIEW

Special Rural Landscape AQUAHAB, MIGR, BOAT DOM*, VIEW, IRRIG,

St . t Sites AQUAHAB, MIGR, BOAT VIEW, FISH,

IRRIG, STOCK, DISCH, SAND
Natural Resource Sites AQUAHAB*, MIGR, BOAT VIEW

* Key use with most stringent water quality objectives.

KEY:
DOM Dom =~ ™" 7 pply (Full treatment)
AQUAHAB Significant Aquatic Habitat
MIGR Regionally Significant Migratory Route
FISH Fishing
SWIM Primary Contact Recreation (Swimming)
BOAT ! dary Contact Recreation (Boating)
VIEW | e ™ eation (Viewing)
IRRIG i ater Supply
STOCK Stock 1 Supply
DISCH Discharge Zone for Municipal and Industrial Wastes
DRAIN Stream Receiving Drainage from the Urban Area
SAND Sand Extraction Area
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Water Quality Objectir r the
Murrumbidgee River v ......1the ACT

Designated Water Uses +

Water Quality DOM AQUAHAB SWIM BOAT VIEW IRRIG
Characteristics (Raw)’ FISH and and
MIGR STOCK
Ph al
Floaung Debris or Scum None None None None None
Colour hazen units 50 No No No
increase increase increase
Turbidity NTU 50 100 100
Temy 'C <50 change 20 - 30
Taste & Odour Unobjection-
able
pH 6.5-9.2
Chemical
Salinity TSS. 200irr.
mg/L 2050st.
Suspended Solids mg/L 80 80 80 80
Di Hlved Oxygen mg/L >5 >7 >7 >5 >7
H: Iness CaCO,mg/L 100
Al 500 >35
CaC
Amr L 0.05 0.05 90
Nitrite plus 10
Nitrate mg/L
Calcium mg/L 75
Chloride mg/L 200
Copper mg/L0.05
Fluoride mg/L 1.5
Heavy Metals #
Detergent 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
MBAS mg/L
Biological
Total Phosphorus
Lake 5 0.025 0.015 0.015 0.015
Streams mg/L 0.10 0.10 0.05 0.05 0.05
Algae nuis. nuis. nuis. nuis. nuis. no toxic
nuisance free free free free free algae
Chlo L 10 10 10 10 10
E. coli
CFU/100ml 100 200** 1000 1000*

Notes + The uses are ordered from most stringent water quality on the left of the table to least stringent
on the right.

e Unless shown otherwise, each figure is the maximum acceptable.

#  Levels not to exceed longterm objectives 1 sirable Quality for Drinking Water in Australia,
Department of Health, NHMRC and AWRC (1980)

*  Monthly mean.
**  Waters shall be considered suitable for swimming when:

L ""-day period, the log mean shall not exceed 200/ 100ml, nor shall 10% of samples exceed
400/ 10Uml.

* a sanitary survey has proven satisfactory and the Health Authority is satisfied as to the absence

of any other potential health hazards.
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These« ' " 7" uses of streams comprise those uses which are not quality dependent. They include
the discharge of drainage and wastes and the extraction of sand and gravel.

Water uses which apply within the corridor are set out in the following Tables. Some water u: mmon
to the entire river length in the ACT while others are specific to the designated land use.

The determination « " " ~d water uses’’ lertaken on the b: dsting and planned land ~ -
an’ T nse The T oo T ted use are deta

in Tables.

As a number of water uses are in direct conflict in water qu ry to make an allocation

of waters in favour of a particular use. The key water use is then defined as the one corresponding to
the most stringent water quality objectives.

Water guaiy vaiios wiucly will 11vel Huws. L assossiug volipuance With water quality objectives, flow
records are nsed to account for extreme events of flood and drought. The ACT Water Pollution Act
< to the river in accordance with these objec... c.. «cc.c.cceee .o - tain pollutants

Act.
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