EXPLANATORY STATEMENT
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

| nstrument under section 184(1)
(I'ssued under the Authority of the Minister for the Environment and Heritage)

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act) places
certain obligations on the Commonwealth to protect and conserve threatened species and
ecological communities, and recognise, and where possible, abate key threatening processes
listed on the list of threatened species, ecological communities and key threatening processes
under the EPBC Act.

The purpose of thisinstrument isto amend the list of threatened species under the EPBC Act
in accordance with s184 by:

including in the list in the vulner able category

¢ Nannatherina balstoni (Balston’s Pygmy Perch)

e Galaxiasparvus (Swamp Galaxias)

e Paragalaxias dissimilis (Shannon Paragal axias)

e Paragalaxias eleotroides (Great L ake Paragal axias)

as recommended by the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee), having
regard to the definition of critically endangered, endangered and vulnerable speciesin s179 of
the EPBC Act.

Consultation on the nominations to amend the list of threatened species under the Act to
include these species was undertaken before the legidative instrument was made. The
nominations were placed on public exhibition, and public comments were sought. Parties
with relevant expertise were directly consulted regarding their views.

Thisinstrument is alegidative instrument for the purposes of the Legidlative Instruments Act
2003.

The instrument commenced after registration on the Federal Register of Legidlative
I nstruments.



