181

Federal Register of Legislative Instruments F2006B00465



-

182

Federal Register of Legislative Instruments F2006B00465



o

-

-CAAPTER 15

NEGLIGIBLE IMPAIRMENT

INTRODUCTION

As every accepted condition is to be assessed, Table 13.1 provides a
convenient method of rating any accepted condition which causes negligible
impairment. Table 13.1 is to be applied only to conditions that cannot be
conveniently classified under other chapters of this Guide and that would not
attract a higher rating if they were classified under such chapters.

Follow the step below to calculate the negligible impairment due to an accepted

condition.

Functional Loss o

Determine the rating for negligible impairment from Page
&t Table 13.1. 183

Table
131

Impairment
Rating
NIL

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For

e An infectious disease from which the veteran has recovered
e An injury from which the veteran has recovered with

¢ A condition causing no current impairment.

e A condition from which the veteran has recovered with

NEGLIGIBLE IMPAIRMENT

Criteria

with negligible after effects.

negligible after effects.

negligible after effects.

f:—

This Table

-
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CAAPTER 14

MALIGNANT CONDITIONS

INTRODUCTION

Malignant conditions may affect one or more body systems.

Hence, any malignant condition can potentially be assessed by the following

methods:

* by applying the system-specific tables contained in Chapters 1 to 12. A
number of those tables may have to be consulted if the malignant condition
causes multiple losses of function.

* by applying Chapter 14 which relates specifically to malignancies and which
contains both a Functional Loss table and an Other Impairment table. These
tables are designed to rate the malignant condition as a whole. The first table
relates to loss of function in a general sense. The second table relates to
reduced life expectancy which is regarded as an Other Impairment.

If the impairment rating from Chapter 14 is 70 points on the basis of either the
malignant disorders functional table (Table 14.1) or the malignant disorders
Other Impairment table (Table 14.2), there is no need to follow the steps set
out in the following pages. If the rating from Chapter 14 is below 70 points, the
steps are to be followed.
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Malignant Conditions

Follow the steps below to calculate the impairment due to an accepted
malignant condition.

(Each of these steps is elaborated in the following pages.)

o Establish which body systems are affected by the Page 186
* malignant condition.

Determine the functional impairment ratings for the Page 187
= affected body systems.

" Determine the total combined impairment rating for Page 187
the various body system impairments attributable to

Page 187

Page 187

Page 189

the higher rating.

Compare the ratings obtained in Steps 3 and 6. Take Page 189
2 the higher rating.

If the rating obtained in Step 3 is higher than that Page 189
obtained in Step 6, separate the components of the

£

froods

Before a malignant condition is assessed, information regarding the extent of
the condition must be available. Such information includes the site of the
primary, the sites of any secondaries, the effects of any surgery and the effects
of any radiotherapy or chemotherapy.

From that information the affected body systems can be established and the
applicable chapters of this Guide applied.

For example, in the case of an accepted carcinoma of the rectum, there may be
surgical resection of the rectum with a colostomy, secondary spread of the
cancer to the lungs and spine, and radiotherapy with some resultant digestive
disturbances. In such a case, Chapters 1, 3, and 6 of this Guide will have to be
applied in Step 1 to arrive at an appropriate functional impairment rating.
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Malignant Conditions

3
iy
4.\({*{ 2 S

Depending on the body systems that are affected by the malignant condition
and its treatment, each of the relevant chapters of the Guide is to be used and
appropriate ratings obtained.

.‘

If other accepted or non-accepted conditions also affect any of the same body
systems, Chapter 19 (Partially Contributing Impairment) or Chapter 20
(Apportionment) may have to be applied depending upon the circumstances.

The total combined impairment rating for the various body system impairments
associated with the malignant condition is determined by combining the
attributable impairment ratings by applying Chapter 18 (Combined Values
Chart).

Unless the malignant condition is the only accepted condition, this combined
rating is to be regarded as an intermediate rating only.

S
i

RS

Apply Table 14.1 and find the relevant impairment rating for the entire set of
effects which have arisen from the malignant disorder treatment, including
surgical resection, chemotherapy and radiotherapy.

For the purposes of Table 14.1, “symptoms” encompasses the symptoms of
both the malignant condition itself and the symptoms of the effects of its
treatment.

If non-accepted conditions or accepted but non-malignant conditions have
contributed to the impairment rating obtained from Table 14.1, Chapter 19
(Apportionment) or Chapter 20 (Partially Contributing Impairment) are to be
applied depending on the circumstances of the case.

If an impairment rating has not been determined on any previous occasion by
applying Table 14.2 (Malignant Disorders Other Impairment) or its predecessor
in an earlier edition of this Guide, a rating is to be obtained from Table 14.2. If
a rating has been obtained from Table 14.2 or its predecessor in an earlier
edition of this Guide, on a previous occasion, that same rating is to be applied
again in all further assessments of the condition.

Whenever possible, the rating from Table 14.2 is to be based on an estimate
from an oncologist or other treating specialist of the veteran’s survival. If such
information is unavailable, data from standard reference texts is to be applied to
provide an estimate. Such an estimate is to be based on malignancies of the
same type and degree of spread as that affecting the veteran.
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Malignant Conditions

Estimated life expectancy is projected from the time of diagnosis, or from any
subsequent major staging procedure or operation. Thus, once a rating from
Table 14.2 has been made it is not to be changed, unless subsequent findings
indicate that the earlier prognosis was based on incorrect clinical information.

If the assessment is made posthumously, the rating from Table 14.2 is not to be
modified to reflect the actual duration for which the veteran survived after
diagnosis. The table is only to be used for predicted probability of survival

Ratings from Table 14.2 are not to be updated to account for the natural
progression of the disease. However, it is expected that ratings from Table 14.2
will come to be exceeded by ratings from Table 14.1 during this time.

Ratings from Table 14.2 are not to be reduced because of favourable response
to treatment, or because of better than expected survival. However, if the
condition is being rated for the first time more than five years after diagnosis,
and the disorder is in remission or appears to be cured, the impairment rating
from this table is not to exceed ten.

If the veteran has more than one malignant condition accepted, Table 14.2 is to
be applied to each condition. Table 14.2 is not to be applied to a recurrence of
an old (already diagnosed) condition.

Permitted For

THIRTY-FIVE

No Age
Adjustment

MALIGNANT DISORDERS

Impairment

Ratings Criteria

NIL Minor symptoms that are easily tolerated.

TEN Mild to moderate symptoms that are irritating or unpleasant but rarely
prevent completion of any activity. Symptoms may cause loss of
efficiency in a few activities.

TWENTY More severe symptoms that are more distressing but prevent few

everyday activities. Loss of efficiency is discernible in a good few
activities. Self-care is unaffected and independence is retained.

Loss of efficiency discernible in many everyday activities. Some
elements of self-care are restricted but, in most respects, independence is
retained.

FIFTY Major restrictions in many everyday activities. Capacity for self-care is
increasingly restricted, leading to partial dependence on others.
SEVENTY Most everyday activities are prevented. Dependent on others for most

kinds of self-care. Able to be maintained at home with considerable
assistance and frequent medical care.

This Table
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Malignant Conditions

_ Impairment
e i MALIGNANT DISORDERS

- Impairment Predicted Survival at the Time of
Ratings Diagnosis or Staging Procedure

- NIL Normal, or near-normal, five year survival.
TEN Five year survival less than 75% of normal.

_ TWENTY Five year survival less than 50% of normal
THIRTY-FIVE Five year survival less than 25% of normal.
FIFTY One year survival less than 50% of normal

a SEVENTY One year survival less than 25% of normal.

% Adjustment
"‘% Permitted For
% This Table.

A G TS
I

- 1% 5 e 7 %g
If the rating obtained in Step 3 is higher than that obtained in Step 6, go to
—_ Step 8.

If the rating obtained in Step 6 is higher than that obtained in Step 3, then the
rating obtained in Step 6 becomes the final rating for the malignant condition
- and is to be included in the final combining of all ratings.

L5 Lot i‘;kg s o

BEIIIR AL R A SR LELLA I BB B AT

Chapter 20 (Apportionment).

23 & L

This procedure is fully described in

For example, in the case of an accepted carcinoma of the rectum postulated
under Step 1, each of the ratings from Chapters 1, 3, and 6 of the Guide is to
be separately included in the final combining of all impairment ratings.

189

Federal Register of Legislative Instruments F2006B00465



Malignant Conditions

190

Federal Register of Legislative Instruments F2006B00465



CHAAPTER IS5

INTERMITTENT IMPAIRMENT

INTRODUCTION
Intermittent Disorders are conditions that:

* remain at a low level of impairment between discrete episodes of increased
impairment;
or

* where there is one basic type of impairment on which is superimposed
episodes of significantly greater impairment of another type.

A sufferer from epilepsy who remains well between “fits” exemplifies the first
type of intermittent disorder. A sufferer from Meniére’s disease whose
condition is characterised by deafness and occasional episodes of vertigo
exemplifies the second type of intermittent disorder. The deafness is to be
regarded as the basic type of impairment and the episodes of vertigo are to be
regarded as the superimposed intermittent impairment. Both elements of the
condition are to be assessed.

In this chapter, “attacks” refers to the episodes of increased or superimposed
impairment. Attacks can be categorised by reference to their severity,
duration and frequency:

* “severity of an attack” refers to the degree to which self-care and normal
everyday activities are disrupted by the attack;

* “duration of an attack” refers to the average length of time for which an
attack lasts, that is, seconds, minutes, hours or days; and

* “frequency of an attack” refers to the number of affected days in a year.

Intermittent disorders are also disorders that affect one or more body systems.
For example, asthma is both an intermittent condition and a cardio-espiratory
condition. Hence, potentially, any intermittent disorder can be assessed by
either of two methods:

* by applying the system-specific tables contained in Chapters 1 to 12.
Several of those tables should be used if the intermittent disorder causes
multiple losses of function; or

* by applying this chapter.

In practice, except where the intermittent nature of the condition clearly

overwhelms its system specific effects or vice versa, both methods are to be

applied for rating the intermittent condition and the higher of those two ratings
taken as the final rating for the intermittent condition.
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Intermittent Impairment

Follow the steps below to calculate the impairment rating due to an accepted
Intermittent Condition:

(Each of these steps is elaborated in the following pages.)

Establish which body systems are affected by the
intermittent condition.

B Determine the functional impairment ratings for the
@ intermittent condition.

* Determine the total combined impairment rating for
the various body system impairments attributable to
the intermittent condition.

" Determine whether the attacks are of one or more
. significant types and group them accordingly.

- Determine the rating for intermittent attack severity.

" Determine the rating for the intermittent attack
. duration.

‘_ Determine the intermittent grading code for the
=% intermittent attack.

. Determine the impairment rating for the intermittent
attack by reference to the number of affected days per
year.

~ Compare the impairment ratings obtained in Step 3
= and Step 8. Take the higher rating.

Determine the rating for the impairment resulting from
the avoidance or preclusion of otherwise normal
activities between attacks.

192

Federal Register of Legislative Instruments F2006B00465

Page 193
Page 193

Page 193

Page 193
Page 194
Page 1 93
Page 195

Page 196

Page 196

Page 197



Intermittent Impairment

the condition must be available. From that information, the affected body
systems are to be established and the applicable chapters of this Guide applied.

Use the relevant chapters and determine the appropriate rating.

Chapter 19 (Partially Contributing Impairment) or Chapter 20 (Apportionment)
may also have to be applied to allow for the effect of other accepted conditions
or non-accepted conditions respectively.

7

Combine the attributable impairment ratings obtaine
Table 18.1 (Combined Values Chart) in Chapter 18.

The combined value so obtained is for use only in Step 9.

If attacks vary in severity, duration or frequency, an average for each parameter
is to be established except when the attacks fall naturally and very clearly into
groups. In such cases separate the attacks into one or other of these groups.
Determine the average severity, duration and frequency of the attacks in each

group.

Perform the following four steps separately for each identified group of attacks.
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Intermittent Impairment

= INTERMITTENT ATTACK SEVERITY L 5
Level Criteria
. 0 Minor symptoms that are easily tolerated.
I Mild to moderate symptoms that are irritating or unpleasant but that
rarely prevent completion of any activity. Symptoms may cause loss
of efficiency in some activities.

I More severe symptoms, that are distressing, but prevent few
everyday activities. Loss of efficiency is discernible elsewhere.
Self-care is unaffected and independence is retained.

m Loss of efficiency is discernible in many everyday activities. Some
elements of self-care are restricted but, in most respects,

independence is retained. Bed-rest is often necessary during an
— attack.

v Major restrictions in many everyday activities. Capacity for self-care
is increasingly restricted, leading to partial dependence on others.
- \Y Most everyday activities are prevented. Dependent on others for

many kinds of self-care. Able to be maintained at home only with
considerable difficulty, or hospital admission is required.

Total incapacity. Unconscious or delirious. Self-care is impossible.

a

— Ratings are based on the activities that the veteran is physically unable to
perform. For conditions in which it is common practice to lie down during
attacks, it may be inappropriate to rate at level III if symptoms are mild and

-~ cause little restriction to activity.

Attacks of some intermittent conditions necessitate hospital admission.
Hospital admissions commonly, but not invariably, call for level V or VI rating.
It is important to rate self-care capacity. To be rated at Level V severity, a
condition must render the veteran incapable of caring for himself or herself.

- Hospital admission for surgery is not to be used as a basis for ratings from
Table 15.1.

194

Federal Register of Legislative Instruments F2006B00465



Intermittent Impairment

Attacks that last for more than 24 hours are to be classified as prolonged for
the purposes of Table 15.2. Because they affect the veteran for more than one
day per attack, the number of affected days per year will be greater than the
number of attacks.

INTERMITTENT ATTACK DURATION

Description Duration

Transient Lasting up to and including five minutes.

Short Lasting more than five minutes but less than 30 minutes.
Medium Lasting from 30 minutes to four hours.

Prolonged Lasting more than four hours.

—

No Age
Adfjustment
Permitted For
This Tabl

INTERMITTENT GRADING CODE

Description Severity Level
o 1 )1 m v Vv VI

Transient A A A B C C F
Short A A C C D E H
Medium A B C D E H I
Prolonged A C D F G I J

No Age

Permitted For e
ab
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Intermittent Impairment

2 N Lo YR R S R 228

Using the intermittent grading code determined in Step 7, determine the
impairment rating appropriate to the intermittent grading code and frequency
by applying Table 15.4.

INTERMITTENT IMPAIRMENT

Frequency (affected days/year)
2+ 5+ 10+ 20+ 40+ 70+ 100+
Intermittent Impairment Rating
Grading Code
A - - - - - 2 2
B - - - - 2
C - - - 2 10 10
D - - 2 5 10 15 20
E - - 2 5 10 20 30
F - 2 5 5 10 20 30
G - 2 5 10 20 25 30
H - 2 5 10 30 40 50
I 2 5 10 30 50 60 70
4 J 10 20 40 70 80 90
Atﬁ::s't:snent ___—______________//

Permitted For
Tabl

If the attacks were separated into groups in Step 4, a separate rating is to be
obtained for each group of attacks.

Those ratings are not to be combined at this stage but are to be included in the
final combining of all ratings.

If the attacks were separated into groups in Step 4, the ratings for the various
groups of attacks are to be combined by applying Chapter 18 (Combined
Values Chart) before being compared with the rating obtained in Step 3. The
combined rating determined under Chapter 18 is to be used only for the
purpose of this comparison.

If the combined rating determined under Chapter 18 is higher than the rating
obtained in Step 3, then each of the separate ratings for the various groups of
attacks is to be included in the final combining of all ratings.
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Intermittent Impairment

3 L2 S 2

Precluded activities refer to ordinary activities. Ratings are to be given on the
basis of having to avoid, or of being precluded from undertaking, activities that
are common for the veteran’s age group. Ratings are not to be given on the
basis of having to avoid only relatively hazardous activities such as rock-
climbing or acrobatics.

Table 15.5 is to be applied only if at least one attack of the condition of
severity II has occurred within the last 2 years.

Table

155 INTERMITTENT IMPAIRMENT:
PRECLUDED AND AVOIDED ACTIVITIES

Impairment Criteria
Ratings
NIL Not prevented by fear of an attack from any significant activities.

Can lead a normal life between attacks without the need to take
long term medication.

TWO Must avoid relatively few activities for fear of precipitating an
attack.
or
Can lead a fairly normal life between attacks but must take long
term medication.

FIVE Must avoid some activities such as driving a car, using machinery,
using public transport, swimming, travelling, being alone except for
short periods of time lest an attack occur.

TEN Must avoid a wide range of activities such as driving a car, using
machinery, using public transport, swimming, travelling, being
alone except for short periods of time lest an attack occur with
possible severe consequences.

Only one rating may be had from this table for any given condition.
Intermittent conditions may atiract a rating from Table 15.5 as well as a

rating or ratings from cither Tablo 15.4 or the system specific tables. f—-

; Adjustment
4% Permitted For

The rating obtained in Step 10 is not to be compared with the rating obtained in
Step 9, nor are ratings to be combined at this stage. Irrespective of the
outcome of Step 9 the rating obtained from Table 15.5 is to be included in the
final combining of all ratings.
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Intermittent Impairment

Intermittent Impairment Worksheets

A set of Intermittent Impairment Worksheets (pages 199 to 200) is
designed to facilitate the calculation of intermittent impairment rating.

Intermittent Impairment Worksheet (1) is to be used in those cases where
all the attacks are grouped into a single type of attack.

Intermittent Impairment Worksheet (2) is to be used in those cases where
the attacks are grouped into up to three types.

No worksheet is provided for those cases where more than three types of
attacks are involved.
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Et:&‘jgsﬁ“ﬁ'“‘ﬂ‘ﬁi Intermittent Impairment Worksheet (1)
n

File Number:

Veteran's given names: Veteran's Surname:

Condition for Assessment.
All the attacks can be grouped into a single type of attack.
Severity of Attacks: Comments  (Selection from Table 16.1
Severity:
Duration of Comments (Selection from Table 16.2)
Duration:

The Intermittent Grading Code is found from Table 16.3:

Intermittent Grading Code:

Frequency of Attacks:

Frequency (in number of affected days per year) :

The Impalrment Rating is found from Table 16.4:

Impairment Rating based on Attacks:

If the impairment rating based on attacks(A) is greater than the rating for the intermittent condition based
_on the system-specific chapters of GARP, then the impairment rating A is to be included in the final
combining of all ratings.

Avoided and Precluded Activities: Comments _ (Selection from Table 15.5)

Impairment Rating for Avoided and Precluded Activities:

Rating B is to be included in the final combining of all ratings.

Signature Name (Please print) Date
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E:é‘..t 3%;,:”‘:"‘:8;:' Intermittent Impairment Worksheet (2)
on

File Number:

Veteran's given names: Veteran's Surname:

Condition for Assessment

Number of different types of attack:

Type 1 Type 2 Type 3

Severity:

Duration:

Intermittent Grading Code:

Frequency:
{in number of affected
days per year)

Impairment Rating:
(based on Attacks)

If the combined value of the impairment ratings based on attacks is greater than the rating
for the Intermittent condition based on the system-specific chapters of GARP, then the
impairment ratings based on attacks are to be included In the final combining of all ratings.

Avoided and Precluded Activities: (Selection from Table 15.5)

Impairment Rating for Avoided and Precluded Activities: =B

The rating (B) for Avoided and Precluded Actlvities is to be included in the final combining of
all ratings.

Signature Name (Please print) Date
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CHAA4PTER 16
ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVING

INTRODUCTION

The Activities of Daily Living (ADLSs) are a defined set of activities necessary
for normal self-care. The activities are movement in bed, transfers,
locomotion, dressing, personal hygiene, and feeding.

These six activities are defined as follows:
* “movement in bed” means sitting in, rising from, and moving around in, bed;

% “transfers” means moving from one seat to another, changing position from
sitting to standing, and transferring to and from the toilet and bed;

* “locomotion” means walking on the level, on gentle slopes and down
stairs;

% “dressing” means putting on socks, stockings, and shoes, as well as
clothing the upper and lower trunk;

* “personal hygiene” means grooming, and washing of face, trunk,
extremities and perineum;

* “feeding” means eating and drinking, but not the preparation of food.

“Effects on ADLSs” is to be used to assess conditions for which criteria do not
exist in the system specific tables of Chapters 1 to 12, or are inadequate, or for
which the application of the tables in Chapter 14 (Malignant Conditions) or
Chapter 15 (Intermittent Impairment) is inappropriate.

Table 16.3 (Other Impairment) covers such non-specific indicators of disease
as pain, lethargy and prognosis.

This chapter is to be applied in the assessment of conditions that result in the
veteran being bedfast, chairfast, housebound or nearly housebound. Such
conditions include the effects of severe strokes, severe Parkinson’s disease,
severe heart failure, severe respiratory disease, severe liver failure, severe
kidney failure and some dementias.

ADLs may be used to rate a single condition if its effects are
well-differentiated, or may be used to rate all conditions together if their effects
are difficult to differentiate.

When ADLSs are used to rate a single condition, an impairment rating or ratings
from other chapters may be combined with a rating derived from Chapter 16
provided that the ratings relate to different conditions.

When ADLs are used to rate all conditions together, no ratings from other
chapters are to be combined with the rating from Chapter 16.
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Activities Of Daily Living

Follow the steps below to calculate the impairment rating due to an accepted
condition using the ADLs.

(Each step is elaborated in the following pages.)

" For each of the six ADLs obtain a grading code for Page 203
: that activity.

Add up the grading codes for each of the six ADLs. Page 203

Page 204

Page 205

© Compare the ratings obtained in Steps 3 and 4. Take Page 205
== the higher rating.
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Activities Of Daily Living

From Table 16.1 obtain a separate grading code for:

%
&
*
*
*
*

movement in bed,
transfers;
locomotion;

dressing;

personal hygiene; and
feeding.

ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVING GRADING CODES

Code Description

NIL Independent, and can perform the task as well as peers do, or with
minor difficulty only.

ONE Can complete the task independently, but with considerably more
difficulty than peers have.

FOUR Requires some degree of personal assistance in order to perform
the task.

SIX Requires extensive assistance in order to perform the task.

EIGHT Unable to contribute towards performance of the task. Completely
dependent.

No Age

Adjustment
Pormitted For
This Table.

.

S

S
2% ;3::_

Add up the 6 separate grading codes obtained from Table 16.1 for:

*
*
&
*
%
*

movement in bed;
transfers;
locomotion;

dressing;

personal hygiene; and
feeding.
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Activities Of Daily Living

Use the sum of the grading codes obtained in Step 2 to obtain an impairment
rating from Table 16.2.

LOSS OF FUNCTION:

ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVING
Impairment  Sum of
Rating Grading
Codes

NIL 0
FIVE 1-2
TEN 3-4
TWENTY 5-6
THIRTY 7-8
FORTY 9-11
FIFTY 12-14
SIXTY 15-17

No Age SEVENTY 18+

Adjustment
- “roin Table, 7

Apply Chapter 19 (Partially Contributing Impairment) to make any necessary
adjustment for non-accepted conditions.

Apply Chapter 18 (Apportionment) to make any necessary adjustment for
accepted conditions (or groups of conditions) other than the ones that are being
assessed by the application of the ADLs tables.
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Activities Of Daily Living

Other
Impairment

Table 163 ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVING OTHER IMPAIRMENT

Impairment Criteria
Ratings
NIL ¢ No, or negligible, i.e. easily tolerated symptoms.
o Evidence of disease, but minimal interference with daily
tasks.
o Feeling of good health most of the time.
e Normal or almost normal life expectancy in spite of disorders.

FIVE ¢ Daily (or almost-daily) symptoms that are irritating and not
easily tolerated, but which improve with medication.
e Some daily tasks performed inefficiently because of
generalised lethargy.

TEN o Daily (or almost-daily) symptoms that are irritating and not
easily tolerated. Treatment is not available, or is of little
value, or gives only short remission.

o Noticeable loss of energy, leading to loss of efficiency and
avoidance of some tasks previously easily performed.

e Decreased life expectancy. Five year survival less than 75% of
normal.

TWENTY o Intense daily (or almost daily) symptoms which are
impossible to ignore, but that prevent few daily tasks.
Decredsed efficiency in most activities.

e Marked loss of energy leads to avoidance of many daily
tasks, most of which can be completed but rapidly cause
fatigue.

o Five year survival less than 50% of normal.

THIRTY- Five year survival less than 25% of normal.
FIVE

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For
This Tab/

The higher of the impairment ratings obtained in Steps 3 and 4 is the final
impairment rating for the accepted conditions under assessment, based on
ADLs.
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CAAPTER 17

DISFIGUREMENT AND
SOCIAL IMPAIRMENT

INTRODUCTION

This chapter is to be applied when assessing conditions that cause
disfigurement and embarrassment.

Only one rating may be determined by applying this chapter for any condition
or combination of conditions. The rating determined by applying this chapter is
to be combined with any other ratings for the disfiguring condition or
combination of conditions determined under other chapters.

Widespread skin conditions that cause avoidance of ordinary public places
should also be assessed under Chapter 11 (Skin Impairment).

“Severe facial disfigurement“ and “very severe facial disfigurement” are also
mentioned in Chapter 24 (Degree Of Incapacity For Specific Disabilities).

Follow the steps below to calculate the impairment rating due to disfigurement.

(Each step is elaborated in the following pages.)

| Determine the impairment rating from Table 17.1 for  Page 208
: the effect of all accepted conditions that cumulatively
- lead to disfigurement.

= If non-accepted conditions have contributed to the  Page 210
- disfigurement, apply Chapter 19 (Partially Cont-

- ributing Impairment) to adjust the rating determined

. in Step 1.
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Disfigurement And Social Impairment

For the purposes of Table 17.1, the following definitions apply:

“disfiguring condition” means any noticeable condition that causes the sufferer
embarrassment in ordinary public places and may include, but is not limited to,
the following :

*

*
*
*

facial scarring;

exfoliative skin disorders;

disorders of gait or posture;

involuntary facial expressions, or unusual or grotesque involuntary bodily
movements;

disorders of speech;

vile odours which cannot be overcome by the use of deodorants or the
application of normal oral hygiene;

deficits of the visual field which may cause the veteran to lurch into people
through not seeing them,

painful conditions which may cause the veteran to cry out involuntarily (for
example, in response to a sudden pain in a joint); and

severe pruritic conditions which cause the veteran to scratch even though
normal behaviour in a public place would recommend restraint;

“ordinary public places” includes suburban streets, shopping centres, public
transport, theatres, clubs and many sporting venues, but does not include places
where a great part of the skin is customarily bared such as swimming pools and
beaches;

“avoidance” means the veteran feeling obliged as a result of embarrassment to
restrict his or her use of public places to hours when few people are about, or
to avoid totally use of public places at certain times, for example, when school
children are likely to be about.
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Disfigurement And Social Impairment

DISFIGUREMENT

Criteria

NIL o A visible condition that the veteran does not consider to
be disfiguring.

o A noticeable condition that is not significantly disfiguring
and which causes negligible or slight embarrassment such
as some acne scars on face, or minor limps, or a slight
stoop.

TWO e A noticeable condition. For example, severe acne scars,
a unilateral squint, an intermittent stutter or stammer.

e« A noticeable condition which causes significant
embarrassment and may cause avoidance of some normal
activities. For example, an ungainly gait, a gross stoop,
a persistent stutter or stammer, or an unsightly skin
disorder.

FIVE A very noticeable condition which causes marked
embarrassment to some people in ordinary social contacts
and causes avoidance of some normal activities. For
example, a severe skin disorder of the face and/or hands a
gross and persistent stutter or stammer.

TEN e A very noticeable condition which causes marked
embarrassment and results in the avoidance of many
normal activities.  For example, moderate facial
disfigurement.

e A severe and marked condition which causes
embarrassment and causes much avoidance of many
public places and social intercourse. For example, severe
facial disfigurement

FIFTEEN A particularly severe and marked condition which causes

exireme embarrassment and results in avoidance of public

places and social intercourse to as great a degree as possible.

For example, very severe facial disfigurement.

No Age Only one rating is to be selected from this table for any condition or
Adjustment group of conditions which contribute to disfigurement. f
Permitted For
This Table.

Both the objective and subjective components of a disfiguring condition are to
be taken into account when applying Table 17.1. The objective component is
the actual physical and/or temporal extent of the disfiguring condition as
perceived by others. The subjective component is the veteran’s own emotional
and behavioural reactions to the disfigurement.

The two components will generally be aligned with one another. If the veteran
has a noticeable condition that is objectively disfiguring but does not embarrass
the veteran to the extent to which an average person of the same age,
occupational and residential circumstances would be embarrassed, the
assessment should be based on the average person’s degree of embarrassment.
The veteran’s denial of his or her condition should not be taken into account
when applying Table 17.1.
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Disfigurement And Social Impairment

If non-accepted conditions have contributed to the disfigurement, Table 19.1 in
Chapter 19 (Partially Contributing Impairment) is to be applied to adjust the
impairment rating for the accepted conditions.

The rating obtained in this step (or in Step 1 if partially contributing impairment
is not applicable) is the final rating for disfigurement, and is to be included in
the final combining of all impairment ratings.
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CEAPTERD 18

COMBINED VALUES CHART

INTRODUCTION

After impairment ratings have been obtained for all accepted conditions they
must be combined to a single value known as the combined impairment rating.
The combining is not to be done by simple addition but is to be done by
applying Table 18.1 (Combined Values Chart). The values in Table 18.1
(Combined Values Chart) are derived from the formula

A
Combined value of A and B = [A +B(1- W)] rounded to nearest integer

where “A” and “B” are the impairment ratings to be combined.

This formula embodies a principle of combining ratings. The principle derives
from the concept of whole person impairment (see page 4). The following
example illustrates the combining principle:

Example

Suppose a veteran has three accepted conditions. If the first assessed condition
attracts 60 points the veteran will get a rating of 60. This rating implies that the
whole person is 60% impaired. That leaves 40% to be further apportioned
among other conditions. If the second condition assessed attracts 30 points, the
total impairment rating will not be 60+30 = 90, but 60 + 12 = 72. The 12
represents 30% of the 40 that remained of the whole person after the initial 60
was awarded. Now the whole person of the veteran is 72% impaired. If the
third condition assessed attracts 10 points, the total impairment rating will be
60+12+3 = 75. The 3 represents 10% of the 28 that remained of the whole
person after 72 was awarded for the first two conditions. Now the whole
person of the veteran is 75% impaired.
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Combined Values Chart

1l

Follow the steps below to combine two or more impairment ratings into
a single value (the combined impairment rating).

Take the highest (or equal highest) of the ratings to be
combined. Find that rating in the column on the extreme
left hand side of the chart in Table 18.1. The row in
which this number is written is “The Row” for purposes
of Step 3.

Take the next highest (or equal highest) of the ratings to
be combined. Find that rating in the very bottom row of
the chart. The column above this number is “The
Column” for purposes of Step 3.

Find the intersection of The Row and The Column. The
number written on the intersection is the combined value of
the two ratings. If only two ratings are to be combined, then
this figure is the “Combined Impairment Rating”.

. This step is only to be used if more than two ratings are to be

Take the result obtained in Step 3. Find that result in the
column on the extreme left hand side of the chart. The row in
which this number is written is “The Row” for purposes of
Step 6.

Take the highest (or equal highest) of the remaining ratings
to be combined. Find that rating in the very bottom row of
the chart. The column above this number is “The Column”
for purposes of Step 6.

Find the intersection of The Row and The Column. The
number written on the intersection is the combined value of
the three ratings. If only three ratings are to be combined,
then this figure is the “Combined Impairment Rating”.

This step is only to be used if more than three ratings are to
be combined.

To combine more than three ratings, reapply the instructions
in steps 4, 5, and 6 to the remaining ratings. Always take the
value obtained by performing Step 6 and combine that with
the highest (or equal highest) of the remaining values.
Continue until all ratings have been combined into a single
value. This figure is the “Combined Impairment Rating™.
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Combined Values Chart

The individual impairment ratings for the various conditions being
assessed are not to be rounded before they are combined using the
chart in Table 18.1.

If the combined impairment rating is not a multiple of five, it
should be rounded to the nearest multiple of five. (For purposes of
the preceding sentence, “0” is a multiple of five.) Figures ending on
“3” or “4” or “8” or “9” should be rounded up, figures ending on
“1” or “2” or “6” or “7” should be rounded down. (This also
applies when the only impairment rating a veteran obtains = 2. In
that case the combined impairment rating = 0.)

Example: to combine 35 and 20, read down the extreme left hand side column
of the chart in Table 18.1 until you come to the larger value, 35. In the very
bottom row of the chart read from left to right until you come to 20. At the
intersection of the row on which 35 is written, and the column above 20, is the
number 48.

Therefore, 35 combined with 20 is 48. Due to the construction of this chart, the
larger impairment value must be identified at the side of the chart.

Applying the formula to this example gives:

35

100)=35+20><(1—-O.35)=35+20><0.65=35+13=48.

35+20%x (1~
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CEATER 19

PARTIALLY CONTRIBUTING
IMPAIRMENT

INTRODUCTION

Partially contributing impairment is to be applied whenever an impairment is
not due solely to the effects of accepted conditions.

Follow the steps below to apply partially contributing impairment:
(Each step is elaborated in the following pages.)

Determine whether partially contributing impairment Page 219
applies.

Determine the relative contribution of the accepted and Page 219
non-accepted conditions.

Determine the impairment attributable solely to the Page 220
accepted condition, by applying Table 19.1.

% 3 XIS

Use relevant medical evidence to determine if any non-accepted conditions
contribute to the impairment being assessed.

The judgement of the relative contributions should be based on proper medical
advice.
The contribution should be expressed in the form:

“The accepted condition contributes “not at all”,

“about one quarter”, “about one third”, “about

half”, etc’.
If more than one accepted condition contributes to the relevant impairment
rating, the contribution of the accepted conditions is to be treated as a single
entity.
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Partially Contributing Impairment

If more than one non-accepted condition contributes to the relevant impairment
rating, the contribution of the non-accepted conditions may be treated as a
single entity.

In the columns of Table 19.2 headed “Impairment Rating” find
the impairment rating to which partially contributing
impairment is being applied. The row extending to the right of
the column in which this figure is written is “The Row” for
purposes of substep 3C.

Take the relative contribution to the impairment by the

accepted condition, determined in Step 2. In the top row of

Table 19.2 find the description of that contribution.
(If the impairment rating used in substep 3A was between
1 and 45 inclusive, the required description of the
contribution is to be found in columns 2-8 of Table 19.2. If
the impairment rating used in substep 3A was between 46
and 90 inclusive, the required description of the
contribution is to be found in columns 10-16 of Table
19.2)

The column in which this description is written is “The

Column” for purposes of substep 3C.

Find the intersection of The Row and The Column. The
number written on the intersection is the impairment rating for
the accepted condition.

Table 19.1 extracts the highlighted information in Table 19.2 and is provided
for the convenience of users.

Adh

Contribution by 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90
Accepted Condition

Complete 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90
About Three Quarters 0 4 8 12 16 19 24 28 33 37 42 47 52 57 62 68 73 80 86
About Two Thirds 0 3 7 10 14 18 21 25 29 34 38 43 48 53 58 63 69 76 83
About Half 0 3 5 8 11 14 17 20 23 26 29 33 37 41 45 50 55 61 68
About One Third 0 1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 24 26 29 32 35 38 42
About One Quarter 01 2 3 5 7 8 1011 12 14 16 17 19 21 23 25 27 29
Not At All 0o 0 0 0000 00 0 00 0 O0O0COUOCO O

PARTIALLY CONTRIBUTING IMPAIRMENT

=

:  Pormitted For
:  ThisTable.
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Partially Contributing Impairment

PARTIALLY CONTRIBUTING IMPAIRMENT

Q g Q A a0 z

' 2 2
SRR PEELEE
2 ¥ £ 8 S 5§ %8 B F S 38 5 5 B
1 1 1 1 1 0o 0 0 46 4 38 35 27 17 13 O
2 2 i 1 1 1 1 0 47 47 39 35 27 18 13 O
3 3 2 2 2 1 1 0 48 43 40 36 28 18 13 0
4 4 3 3 2 1 1 0 49 49 41 37 29 19 14 ©
5 5 4 3 3 1 1 0 50 S0 42 38 29 19 14 0O
6 6 4 4 3 2 2 O 51 51 4 39 30 20 14 0
7 7 5 5 4 2 2 0 52 52 4 4 31 20 15 0
8 8 6 5 4 3 2 0 53 5 45 4 32 21 15 0
9 9 171 6 5 3 2 o0 54 54 4 4 32 21 15 0
100 10 7 7 § 3 3 0 55 55 47 43 33 21 16 ¢
11 1 8 7 6 4 3 0 56 5 48 4 34 2 16 0
12 2 9 8 6 4 3 O 57 57 4 45 35 2 16 0
13 3 100 9 7 4 3 0 58 58 49 46 35 23 17 O
14 14 10 9 7 S5 4 0 5 59 51 47 36 23 17 O
15 15 11 10 8 5 4 0 60 60 52 48 37 24 17 0O
6 16 12 11 9 6 4 0 61 61 53 49 338 24 18 0
17 17 13 12 9 6 5 0 62 62 54 49 38 25 18 O
18 18 14 13 10 6 S5 O 63 63 55 50 39 25 18 0
19 19 15 13 10 7 5 O 64 64 56 52 40 26 19 O
20 20 16 14 13 71 S5 0 65 65 57 S3 41 26 19 O
21 21 16 15 11 7 6 O 6 66 58 54 42 271 19 0
2 2 17 15 12 8 6 0 67 67 59 55 43 21 20 O
23 23 18 16 12 8 6 0 68 68 6 56 43 28 20 O
24 24 19 17 13 9 6 0 6 6 61 57 4 29 20 0
25 25 19 18 14 9 7 O 70 70 62 S8 45 29 21 O
26 26 20 19 4 9 7 0 n 7T 6B 59 46 30 21 ¢
27 27 21 19 15 10 7 O 7 72 64 60 47 30 21 ©
28 28 2 20 15 10 8 O 7 B 6 61 48 30 22 0
2 29 23 21 16 10 8 0 74 74 61 62 49 31 2 0
30 30 24 21 17 11 8 0 75 75 68 63 50 32 23 0
31 31 25 2 17 11 8 0 7% 7 6 6 51 32 2B 0
2 32 25 23 18 12 9 0 7 T MV 6 52 3 23 0
3 33 26 24 18 12 9 0 7 7 T 671 53 34 24 O
34 34 27 25 19 12 9 0 7 79 T2 68 54 34 24 0
35 35 28 25 20 13 10 o 80 80 B 69 55 385 25 0
36 36 29 26 20 13 10 0 81 8 75 0 5 35 25 0
37 37 30 27 21 14 10 O 82 8 % T2 571 36 25 0
38 38 31 28 21 14 10 O 83 8 71 T 59 37 26 O
39 39 32 29 2N 14 11 0 84 8 B 74 60 37 2% 0
40 40 33 29 23 15 11 O 85 85 8 76 61 38 27 ©
41 41 34 30 23 15 11 0 8% 8 8 77 62 39 271 0
42 42 34 31 24 16 12 0 87 8 8 B 64 39 271 0
43 43 35 32 25 16 12 0 88 8 84 80 65 40 28 O
4 4 36 33 25 171 12 O 80 8 8 8 65 40 28 O
45 45 37 34 26 17 12 O 9 9% 8 8 68 42 29 O

N
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COAWELER 20

APPORTIONMENT

INTRODUCTION

Throughout this Guide, if a condition can be rated using both a Functional Loss
table and an Other Impairment table, only the higher of the two ratings is to be
given to the veteran. This is usually quite a simple thing to do.

However, in some cases, it might not be so straightforward. For example, a
veteran has two accepted cardiorespiratory conditions. One is ischaemic heart
disease and the other is chronic bronchitis. From METs and spirometry it is
found that the veteran’s functional impairment rating is 20 points. It is also
found that the veteran’s ischaemic heart disease corresponds to a rating of 10
points from Table 1.6 and the veteran’s chronic bronchitis corresponds to a
rating of 5 points from Table 1.9.

Without apportionment the only applicable cardiorespiratory rating would be
20 points and the 10 and 5 point ratings would have to be disregarded because
they are both less than 20. This approach would sometimes disadvantage the
veteran.

A method of establishing the separate contribution of ischaemic heart disease
and the chronic bronchitis to the functional impairment would enable a
separation of their contributions thus allowing the comparison of functional and
other impairments on a condition by condition basis. Such a method is called
“apportionment”. Apportionment provides a method for determining whether a
rating greater than 20 should be given to the veteran in the example.

Tables 20.1 to 20.13 have been constructed by finding a set of impairment
ratings which have the same value as the contribution to the rating to be
apportioned, and which, when combined using the Combined Values Chart in
Chapter 18, are equal to the original impairment rating. If an impairment rating
has to be apportioned in a ratio other than the ratios in Tables 20.1 to 20.13,
the same method is to be applied.

If the apportionment has to be done in ratios that are not included in Tables
20.1 to 20.13, then the apportionment may be performed by applying Table
18.1 (Combined Values Chart) in reverse. Should more than one solution be
possible, that which is the best fit is to be used.

The ratings that result from the application of apportionment can never be Jess
than those which the same conditions would have attracted had apportionment
not been applied.
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Apportionment

HOW TO USE APPORTIONMENT

INSTRUCTIONS

Follow the steps below in applying apportionment.

Determine if apportionment is to be used.

Apportionment is to be used when it is necessary, for a given
accepted condition, to compare an impairment rating derived
from one table with an impairment rating derived from
another table, and when two or more accepted conditions
contribute to the impairment ratings from either table.

Find the relative contribution of each contributing
condition.

The relative contribution of each accepted condition to the
impairment rating that is to be apportioned should be
expressed as a simple ratio. (The ratio should always be
expressed in terms of small integers, e.g. 1:2, 1:3, 1:1:2, etc.)
The judgement of the ratio should be based on appropriate
medical advice.

Apportion the single impairment rating into parts.

Once the ratio is known the single rating is to be apportioned to
all the contributing conditions. In common cases (2 or 3
contributing conditions) the apportioned ratings are to be read
off Tables 20.1 to 20.13. In unusual cases that are not covered
in these tables, the method described on page 223 is to be
applied.

For each condition, compare ratings from two relevant
tables.

For each condition, the higher of the two relevant ratings is to
be selected.

Do not combine individual ratings until the end.
Individual ratings obtained from applying the apportionment
process are not to be combined until the end of the overall
assessment process, when ratings for all of the veteran’s
assessable conditions are combined to obtain a single value
representing the combined impairment rating for accepted
conditions.
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Apportionment

Example

HOW TO USE APPORTIONMENT

The apportionment process can be illustrated by using the example mentioned
in the introduction.

STEP ©®

STEP

STEP

STEP

STEP

Determine if apportionment is to be used.

When ischaemic heart disease and chronic bronchitis are both
accepted conditions, apportionment has to be used because
each of these conditions can be rated from separate Other
Impairment tables in Chapter 1.

Find the relative contribution of each contributing
condition.

Suppose that, on medical advice, it is found that the
contributions by chronic bronchitis and ischaemic heart
disease are in the ratio of 2:1.

Break up the single impairment rating into parts.

As the ratio is 2:1, Table 20.1 or Table 20.4 is to be used. From
either of these it is found that 20 points apportioned in the ratio
of 2:1 gives 14 and 7 as the two contributory impairment
ratings. Thus the functional impairment rating for chronic
bronchitis is 14 points and for ischaemic heart disease it is 7
points.

Compare ratings from two tables for each condition.
Compare the ratings for ischaemic heart disease (7 versus 10
from Table 1.6) and for chronic bronchitis (14 versus 5 from
Table 1.9). Taking the higher rating in each case, the
assessment will be: ischaemic heart disease 10 points, chronic
bronchitis 14 points.

Do not combine individual ratings until the end.

If this veteran had no other accepted conditions, the final
combined impairment rating would be 25 points (10 & 14 =
23, rounded to 25) instead of 20 points without
apportionment.
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Apportionment

The calculations in the above example can be conveniently set out in a
worksheet format, as illustrated below.

Rating to be apportioned: 20

ndition
Ischaqnnc P 7 10 10
Heart Disease
Chronic
. -4 14 5 14
Bronchitis

For purposes of the above worksheet

“Accepted Conditions”  means
“Relative Contribution” means
“Functional Rating” means
“Other Impairment” means
“Rating for Condition”  means

the accepted conditions that contribute
to a single impairment rating to be
apportioned.

the ratio of the relative contributions
which the conditions make to the total
impairment (in the above example, the
ratio is 1:2, written as “1” in the top
row of column A, and “2” in the bottom
row of column A).

the ratings for the conditions obtained
after apportionment.

the applicable rating for the conditions
obtained from an Other Impairment
table.

the higher of the ratings in columns B
and C of the same row. This is the final
impairment rating for the condition
named in that row.
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Apportionment

For convenience, Tables 19.1 and 19.2 give the apportionment for impairment
ratings that are multiples of 5. Table 20.3 to 20.13 give the apportionment for
all relevant integral values of impairment ratings for certain given ratios.

Table 20.1 can be applied to find the two relevant values when any impairment
rating has to be apportioned between two conditions in any of the given ratios.

APPORTIONMENT

Impairment Ratings

This table shows the relevant values when any impairment
rating has to be apportioned between two conditions.

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For
This Tabl

The top row contains the ratios into which the impairment rating needs to be
apportioned. The left hand column contains the impairment ratings to be
apportioned.

From Table 20.1 it will be seen that:

* if a rating of 55 points is to be divided in the ratio of 3:1, one condition gets
47 points and the other gets 16; and

* if a rating of 35 points is to be divided in the ratio of 3:2, one condition gets
23 points and the other gets 16.
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APPORTIONMENT
Ratios

e 3:2:1
282&1 28281 28281

B 1057 44383 58342 58382
15 646586 78484 78454&3

20 78787 118685 118784

—_— 108989 138787 1181185 1384985
1181181 178888 148 13& 7 1786118&6
§ 148 13& 13 20210 8&10 1681688 2081387
- E 16816 & 16 23812812 1941889 2341688
fé 18 8 18 & 18 27& 14813 22821& 11 2721889
E 21221820 30816 & 16 258248 12 30820810
- .i 23823823 358 178 17 28 & 28 & 14 348228 11
g 2784263 26 38319 & 19 31831416 38826813
— 29329829 438228 21 354358 17 438288 14
33833833 48824324 40 &394 20 47& 3284 16
37837837 64 8 27 & 27 44 & 43 & 22 538 36 & 18
~ 42842842 80830830 I 49449824 59 & 40 & 20
AT 847 8 47 66 3 33 & 33 % 54 & 54 & 27 60 & 44 3 22
53 & 63 & 53 % 74837837 o 62862831 79852 & 26

Adjlut::m This table shows the relevant values when any impairment
Permitted For

This Table

rating has to be apportioned between three conditions. //"_‘

In the above table, those solutions in bold are exact apportionments into the
specified ratios. All the other solutions are are the best approximations to the
- specified ratios.

From Table 20.2 it will be seen that:

* if a rating of 55 points is to be divided in the ratio of 2:2:1, one condition
gets 28 points, another gets 28, and the third gets 14 points; and

* if a rating of 35 points is to be divided in the ratio of 3:2:1, one condition

—_ gets 20 points, another gets 13, and the third gets 7 points.
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19 79 64
19 80 66
20 81 66
20 82 57
21 83 69
22 84 60
22 86 61
23 86 62
24 87 64
24 88 66
25 89 67
26 90 68

e

No Age
Adjustment
:  Permitted For
i This Tabl

APPORTIONMENT
Apportioned Apportioned
Impairment In Ratlo Impairment In Ratio
Rating 1:1 Rating 11
1 1&0 46 27 & 26
2 181 47 27 & 27
3 2&1 48 28 & 28
4 28&2 49 29 & 28
5 3 &2 50 29 & 29
(] 34&3 51 30 & 30
7 4 & 3 52 31 & 31
8 4 & 4 53 32 & 31
] 5 & 4 54 32 & 32
10 8 &5 56 33 & 33
11 6 &5 58 34 & 34
12 6 &6 57 35 & 34
13 7&6 68 36 & 35
14 787 59 36 & 36
16 8 &8 60 37 & 37
16 9 &8 81 38 & 37
17 9 &9 82 38 & 38
18 10 & © 63 39 & 39
18 10 10 64 40 & 40
20 11 10 -1 41 & 41
21 11 1 66 42 & 42
22 11 67 43 & 42
23 12 88 43 & 43
24 13 69 44 & 44
25 13 70 45 & 45
26 14 71 46 & 46
27 14 72 47 & 47
28 16 73 48 & 48
29 16 74 49 & 49
30 16 75 50 & 650
31 17 76 51 & 61
32 77 52 & 52
33 18 78 63 & 63
34 &
35 &
38 &
37 &
38 &
39 &
40 &
41 &
42 &
43 &
44 &
45 &

$0 00 Q0 20 9o 0o Qo Lo o Qo Qo 0o 00 Lo QO 00 0O O Qo Q0 Lo 00 (O Lo O Qo fo
-
-~

NNRRONNNNNRNADD = b ob b ol wd b ol b ed o
DR NEWWNS 200 ONONNOIANEDONN
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Apportionment

Impairment
Rating

WORWDNRNNNNNRNNRNN = -2 s o
AN AC O RADNEBN 2 QOOPARAB YN PRNRAR GO

W W
~Noo

W w
oW

LR
W N -

o™
-

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For

APPORTIONMENT
Apportioned
in Ratio Impafrment

2:1

N =
P G R R i e e L N

O R A NP ONNAN N R WO N~
COOARNNNDADATEREDAORNNN L A=O

mmﬂommmwmmmrmmmawmmmp,p,mm,pm,‘.,mmmmmmmmpmwa-mm

10

10
21 10
21 11
22 11
23 12
24 12
25 12
25 13
26 13
27 14
28 14
29 14
29 15
30 15
31 16
32 16
33 17
34 17

Rating

46
47
48
49
50
51
62
53
54
65
58
57
68
59
60
61
62
83
64
65
88
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90

Apportioned

In Ratlo
2:1
35 & 17
35 & 18
36 & 18
37 & 19
38 & 19
39 & 20
40 & 20
41 & 21
42 & 21
43 & 21
44 & 22
45 & 22
46 & 23
47 & 23
48 & 24
49 & 24
49 & 25
50 & 2§
52 & 26
53 & 26
54 & 27
55 & 27
56 & 28
57 & 29
58 & 29
59 & 30
60 & 30
61 & 31
62 & 31
63 & 32
64 & 32
66 & 33
67 & 34
68 & 34
69 & 35
70 & 3§
72 & 36
73 & 37
74 & 237
76 & 238
77 & 39
78 & 398
80 & 40
82 & 41
83 & 42
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Apportionment

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For

Impairment
Rating

AL LARWRWWRWNRWWRNRONNNNRNNION &t el
AP ON LA CORNDTERNAOCOPNOINERNF2OODNANLWON2DPRNOORWON

Y
(4]

APPORTIONMENT
Apportioned
in Ratio Impairment
3:1 Rating
1 &0 46
2 &0 47
2 &1 48
3 & 1 49
4 & 1 50
4 & 2 51
5 & 2 52
6 & 2 53
7 & 2 54
7 & 3 55
8 & 3 58
9 & 3 57
10 & 3 58
10 & 4 59
11 & 4 60
12 & 4 61
13 & § 62
14 & § 63
15 & 5 64
i6 & 5 85
16 & 6 66
17 & 6 67
18 & 8 68
19 & 6 69
19 & 7 70
20 & 7 71
21 & 7 72
22 & 8 73
23 & 8 74
24 & 8 758
25 & 8 76
25 & 9 77
26 & 9 78
27 & 9 79
28 & 10 80
29 & 10 81
30 & 10 82
31 & 10 83
32 & 11 84
33 & 11 85
34 & 11 86
34 & 12 87
35 & 12 88
36 & 12 89
37 & 12 90

Apportioned
in Ratio
3:1
38 & 13
38 & 13
40 & 13
41 & 14
42 & 14
43 & 14
44 & 15
45 & 19
46 & 15
47 & 16
48 & 16
49 & 16
49 & 17
51 & 17
52 & 17
53 & 18
54 & 18
55 & 18
56 & 19
57 & 19
58 & 19
59 & 20
60 & 20
61 & 20
62 & 21
63 & 21
64 & 21
66 & 22
67 & 22
68 & 23
69 & 23
70 & 23
71 & 24
72 & 24
73 & 25
75 & 25
76 & 25
77 & 26
78 & 26
80 & 27
81 & 27
82 & 27
84 & 28
85 & 28
86 & 29

This Table.
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Apportionment

APPORTIONMENT
Apportioned Apportioned
Impairment in Ratlo Impairment in Ratio
Rating 4:1 Rating 4:1
1 1 &0 46 40 & 10
2 2 & 0 47 41 & 10
3 2 & 1 48 42 & 11
4 3 & 1 49 43 & 11
(] 4 & 1 60 44 & 11
6 5 & 1 51 45 & 11
7 6 & 1 52 46 & 12
8 6 & 2 63 47 & 12
9 7 & 2 64 48 & 12
10 8 & 2 556 49 & 12
11 9 & 2 56 50 & 12
12 10 & 2 57 51 & 13
13 10 & 3 68 52 & 13
14 11 & 3 59 53 & 13
186 12 & 3 60 54 & 14
16 13 & 3 61 55 & 14
17 14 & 4 62 66 & 14
18 15 & 4 63 67 & 14
19 16 & 4 64 58 & 15
20 17 & 4 65 59 & 15
21 18 & 4 66 60 & 16
22 18 & § 67 61 & 15
23 19 & § 68 62 & 16
24 20 & & 69 63 & 16
25 21 & 5 70 64 & 16
26 22 & 5 71 65 & 16
27 22 & 6 72 66 & 17
28 23 & 6 73 68 & 17
29 24 & 6 74 69 & 17
30 25 & 6 75 70 & 18
31 26 & 7 76 71 & 18
32 27 & 7 77 72 & 18
33 28 & 7 78 73 & 18
34 29 & 7 79 74 & 18
35 30 & 7 80 76 & 19
36 30 & 8 81 76 & 19
37 32 & 8 82 78 & 20
38 33 & 8 83 79 & 20
39 34 & 8 84 80 & 20
40 34 & 9 85 81 & 20
41 356 & 9 86 82 & 21
42 36 & 9 87 84 & 21
43 37 & 9 88 85 & 21
44 38 & 10 89 86 & 22
No Age 45 39 & 10 90 87 & 22
Adjustment
Permitted For /—

This Table.
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APPORTIONMENT
Apportioned Apportioned
Impairment in Ratle Impairment in Ratilo
Rating s:1 Rating 5:1
1 1 &0 46 41 & 8
2 181 47 42 & 8
3 2 & 1 48 43 & 9
4 381 49 44 & 9
5 4 & 1 30 45 & 9
6 5 & 1 51 46 & 9
7 6 & 1 52 47 & 9
8 78 1 53 48 & 10
9 7 & 2 54 49 & 10
10 8 & 2 55 50 & 10
i1 9 & 2 56 51 & 10
12 10 & 2 57 52 & 10
13 11 & 2 58 53 & 11
14 12 & 2 59 54 & 11
i5 12 & 3 60 55 & 11
16 13 & 3 61 56 & 11
17 14 & 3 62 57 & 11
18 15 & 3 63 58 & 12
19 16 & 3 64 59 & 12
20 17 & 4 65 60 & 12
21 18 & 4 66 61 & 12
22 19 & 4 67 62 & 12
23 20 & 4 68 63 & 13
24 21 & 4 69 64 & 13
25 22 & 4 70 65 & 13
26 22 & 5 71 67 & 13
27 23 & § 72 68 & 14
28 24 & § 73 69 & 14
29 25 & 5 74 70 & 14
30 26 & 5 76 71 & 14
31 27 & 5 76 72 & 14
32 28 & 6 77 73 & 15
33 29 & 6 78 74 & 15
34 30 & 6 79 75 & 15
35 31 & 6 80 76 & 15
36 32 & 6 81 77 & 16
37 32 & 7 82 79 & 16
38 33 & 7 83 80 & 16
39 34 & 7 84 81 & 16
40 35 & 7 85 82 & 16
41 37 & 7 86 83 & 17
42 37 & 8 87 84 & 17
43 38 & 8 88 85 & 17
44 39 & 8 89 87 & 17
45 40 & 8 90 88 & 18
No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For
This Table
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No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For

Impairment

Rating

- et b wh b ek b wh
-t drteprd-L - R X RS

APPORTIONMENT
Apportioned
fn Ratio Impairment
3:2 Rating
1 &0 46
1 & 1 47
2 &1 48
2 & 2 49
3 & 2 50
4 & 2 51
4 & 3 52
5 & 3 53
5 & 4 54
6 & 4 55
7 & 4 56
785 57
8 &5 58
9 & 6 59
10 & 6 60
i0 & 7 61
11 & 7 82
11 & 8 63
12 & 8 64
13 & 8 65
13 & ¢ 66
14 & 9 67
14 & 10 68
15 & 10 69
16 & 11 70
17 & 11 71
17 & 12 72
18 & 12 73
19 & 12 74
20 & 13 75
20 & 14 76
21 & 14 77
22 & 14 78
22 & 15 79
23 & 15 80
24 & 16 81
25 & 16 82
25 & 17 83
26 & 17 84
27 & 18 85
28 & 18 86
28 & 19 87
29 & 20 88
30 & 20 89
31 & 21 80

Apportioned

in Ratio
3:2
32 & 21
32 & 22
33 & 22
34 & 23
35 & 23
36 & 24
37 & 24
37 & 25
38 & 25
39 & 26
40 & 27
41 & 27
42 & 28
43 & 28
43 & 29
44 & 30
45 & 30
46 & 31
47 & 32
48 & 32
49 & 33
50 & 33
51 & 34
53 & 35
53 & 36
54 & 36
56 & 37
57 & 38
58 & 39
59 & 39
60 & 40
61 & 41
62 & 41
63 & 42
65 & 43
66 & 44
68 & 45
69 & 46
70 & 47
72 & 48
73 & 49
74 & 49
75 & 50
78 & 52
79 & 53

N

This Table.
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Apportionment

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For

i

Impairment

Rating

OCONDOGO L BN~

10

APPORTIONMENT
Apportioned
in Ratio Impairment

1:1:1

COOONNNAOANDLDILWWWNRON

#0000 0o fo 009900 (0 9900 90 90 P9 9 P00 M oy 00 0 g oo 99 00 G B9 20 §9 20 90 920 20 99 20 20 19 0 @ P O (o
wommmﬂ‘lmﬂmuu&“&wuw””ndﬂ—lo

me:pnunppnmenpg:ppgpg;pgum,.mggﬁﬂﬂhﬂ=hﬂomﬂ'mnimﬁbﬁﬁbwﬁimﬂlhﬂuhﬁﬂuk
CORONNOOBRUANBNBRWVWNINNNS2A00

10
10 10 9
10 10 10
11 10 10
11 11 10
1 1 11
12 11 11
12 12 12
13 13 12
13 13 13
14 13 13
14 14 14
15 14 14
15 15 14
15 15 15
16 16 18
17 16 16
17 17 16
17 17 17
18 17 17
18 18 18

Rating

46
47
48
49
50
51
52

Apportioned
in Ratio
1:1:1
19 & 18 & 18
19 & 19 & 19
20 & 20 & 19
20 & 20 & 20
21 & 20 & 20
21 & 21 & 21
22 & 22 & 22
23 & 22 & 22
23 & 23 & 22
23 & 23 & 23
24 & 24 & 24
25 & 24 & 24
25 & 25 & 25
26 & 26 & 26
27 & 26 & 286
27 & 27 & 27
28 & 28 & 27
28 & 28 & 28
29 & 29 & 28
29 & 29 & 29
30 & 30 & 30
31 & 31 & 31
32 & 31 & 31
32 & 32 & 32
33 & 33 & 33
34 & 34 & 34
35 & 35& 34
35 & 35 & 35
36 & 36 & 236
37 & 37 & 37
38 & 38 & 38
39 & 39 & 39
40 & 40 & 40
41 & 41 & 41
42 & 42 & 42
43 & 42 & 42
43 & 43 & 43
44 & 44 & 44
45 & 45 & 45
47 & A7 & 47
48 & 48 & 48
49 & 49 & 49
50 & 50 & 50
52 & 52 & 52
53 & 53 & 53

This Table.
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Impairment
Rating

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For

APPORTIONMENT
Apportioned
in Ratio Impairment
2:1:1 Rating
1&08&0 46
1&18&0 47
1&1&1 48
2&18& 1 49
3&1¢&1 50
3&&2¢&1 651
38282 52
4 & 28 2 53
58& 2 8&2 54
58& 3 8&2 55
5§& 38&3 56
6 &38&3 57
7&3 &3 58
78& 483 59
784284 60
8 & 48%&4 61
9 &5 8& 4 62
9&58&5 63
10 & 5 & 5 84
11 & 6 & 5 65
11 &6 & 6 86
12 & 86 & 6 67
13 & 6 & 6 68
13 &7 & 6 69
13 &7 87 70
14 & 787 71
1587 &7 72
5 & 8 & 8 73
16 & 8 & 8 74
17 & 8 & 8 75
17 & 9 & 9 76
18 & 9 & 9 77
19 & 9 & 9 78
19 & 10 & 10 79
20 & 10 & 10 80
21 & 10 & 10 81
21 & 11 & 10 82
21 & 11 & 11 83
22 & 11 & 11 84
23 & 12 & 12 85
24 & 12 & 12 86
25 & 12 & 12 87
25 & 13 & 13 88
26 & 13 & 13 89
27 & 14 & 13 90

Apportioned
in Ratio
2:1:1
27 & 14 & 14
28 & 14 & 14
29 & 14 & 14
29 & 15 & 15
30 & 15 & 15
31 & 16 & 16
32 & 16 & 16
33 & 16 & 16
34 & 17 & 17
35 & 17 & 17
35 & 18 & 17
36 & 18 & 18
37 & 19 & 18
37 & 19 & 19
38 & 19 & 19
39 & 20 & 20
40 & 20 & 20
41 & 21 & 21
42 & 21 & 21
43 & 22 & 21
44 & 22 & 22
45 & 23 & 22
46 & 23 & 23
47 & 24 & 23
48 & 24 & 24
49 & 25 & 24
50 & 25 & 25
52 & 26 & 26
53 & 26 & 26
54 & 27 & 27
55 & 27 & 27
56 & 28 & 28
57 & 29 & 29
58 & 29 & 29
60 & 30 & 30
61 & 31 & 31
62 & 31 & 31
63 & 32 & 32
64 & 32 & 32
66 & 33 & 33
68 & 34 & 34
69 & 35 & 35
70 & 35 & 35
73 & 37 & 37
74 & 37 & 37

This Table.
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No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For
This Table.

Impairment
Rating

APPORTIONMENT
Apportioned
in Ratio Impairment
2:2:1 Rating
1&08&0 46
18&180 47
i&18&81 48
2&18&1 49
2& 281 50
3&2¢8&1 51
3&3¢&1 52
3&38&2 53
4 8& 382 54
4 & 482 55
5& 482 56
5&5 &2 87
58&58&3 58
6 &5¢&3 59
6 &6 &3 60
7 & 6 &3 61
78&7 84 62
8 &8 &4 63
9 & 8 & 4 64
9 & 9 & 4 65
9&98&5 66
i0 & 9 & 5 67
10 & 10 & § 68
11 & 10 & 5 69
11 & 11 & 5 70
11 & 11 & 6 7
12 & 11 & 6 72
12 & 12 & 6 73
13 & 13 & 7 74
14 & 13 & 7 75
14 & 14 & 7 76
15 & 14 & 7 77
15 & 156 & 7 78
15 & 15 & 8 79
16 & 16 & 8 80
17 & 16 & 8 81
17 & 17 & 9 82
i8 & 17 & 9 83
18 & 18 & 9 84
19 & 18 & 9 85
i8& 19 & 10 86
208& 20 & 10 87
218& 20 & 10 88
21& 21 & 10 89
22 & 21 & 11 90

Apportioned
in Ratio
2:2:1

22 & 22 & 11
23 & 22 & 11
24 & 23 & 12
24 & 24 & 12
25 & 24 & 12
25 & 25 & 13
26 & 26 & 13
27 & 26 & 13
28 & 27 & 14
28 & 28 & 14
29 & 28 & 14
29 & 29 & 14
30 & 30 & 15
31 & 30 & 15
31 & 31 & 16
32 & 32 & 16
33 & 33 & 16
34 & 34 & 17
35 & 34 & 17
35 & 35 & 17
36 & 36 & 18
37 & 36 & 18
38 & 37 & 19
38 & 38 & 19
39 & 39 & 20
40 & 40 & 20
41 & 41 & 21
42 & 42 & 21
43 & 42 & 21
43 & 43 & 22
44 & 44 & 22
46 & 45 & 23
46 & 46 & 23
48 & 48 & 24
49 & 49 & 24
50 & 50 & 25
51 & 51 & 26
52 & 52 & 26
53 & 53 & 27
54 & 54 & 27
56 & 56 & 28
58 8 58 & 29
59 & 59 & 30
60 & 60 & 30
62 & 62 & 31
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APPORTIONMENT
Apportioned
Impairment in Ratio Impairment
Rating 3:2:1 Rating
1 1&08&0 46
2 1&180 47
3 2&18&0 48
4 28&181 49
5 28281 50
(] 3&2¢&1 51
7 48281 52
8 4 & 381 563
9 5& 3 & 1 54
10 58& 3 &2 55
11 5 & 48&2 56
12 6 & 48&2 57
13 78& 482 58
14 78&58&2 59
15 7&5¢8&3 60
16 8 &54&3 61
17 98&68&3 62
18 10 & 6 & 3 63
19 10 & 7 & 3 64
20 11 &7 & 4 65
21 11 & 8 & 4 66
22 12 & 8 & 4 67
23 i3 & 8 & 4 88
24 13 & 9 & 4 69
25 13 &9 &5 70
26 14 & 9 & 5 71
27 14 & 10 & § 72
28 15 & 10 & 5 73
29 16 & 11 & 5 74
30 17 & 11 & 6 75
31 17 & 12 & 6 76
32 18 & 12 & 6 77
33 19 & 12 & 6 78
34 19 & 13 & 6 79
35 20 & 13 & 7 80
36 20 & 14 & 7 81
37 21 & 14 &7 82
38 22 8 14 &7 83
39 22 & 15 & 7 84
40 23 & 16 & 8 85
41 24 & 18 & 8 86
42 25 & 16 & 8 87
43 25 & 17 & 8 88
44 26 & 18 & 9 89
45 27 & 18 & 9 90

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For
This Table.

Apportioned
in Ratio
3:2:1
28 & 18 & 8
28 & 19 & S
29 & 19 & 10
29 & 20 & 10
30 & 20 & 10
31 & 20 & 10
32 & 21 & 11
32 & 22 & 11
33 & 22 & 11
34 & 22 & 11
35 & 23 & 12
36 & 24 & 12
37 & 24 & 12
37 & 25 & 12
38 & 26 & 13
39 & 26 & 13
40 & 26 & 13
41 & 27 & 14
42 & 28 & 14
43 & 28 & 14
44 & 29 & 15
44 & 30 & 15
45 & 30 & 15
47 & 31 & 16
47 & 31 & 18
48 & 32 & 16
49 & 33 & 17
51 & 34 & 17
62 & 35 & 17
53 & 36 & 18
54 & 36 & 18
56 & 37 & 19
57 & 38 & 19
58 & 38 & 19
59 & 40 & 20
60 & 40 & 20
61 & 40 & 20
63 & 42 & 21
65 & 44 & 22
66 & 44 & 22
67 & 44 & 22
69 & 46 & 23
70 & 46 & 23
72 & 48 & 24
74 & 50 & 25
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APPORTIONMENT

Apportioned

Apportioned

in Ratlo
1:1:1:1

Impairment
Rating

in Ratio
1:1:1:1

Impairment
Rating
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No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For
This Table.

239

Federal Register of Legislative Instruments F2006B00465



Apportionment

240

Federal Register of Legislative Instruments F2006B00465



CEAPTERL 21

PAIRED ORGANS POLICY

INTRODUCTION

The paired organs policy recognises that impairment of the function of only one
of a pair of organs can place greater importance on the proper function of the
other organ, impairment of which is therefore more disabling than it would
otherwise have been.

The policy is to be applied only if the maximum possible impairment from the
loss of both organs is more than double the maximum possible impairment
from the loss of one organ; and the accepted conditions impair the function of
only one organ of a pair. Thus it is applied to hearing, vision, renal function,
and the function of testes, ovaries, and adrenals. It is not to be applied to limbs,
since the loss of functional unity of the limbs has been allowed for in the
impairment ratings of Chapter 3. Chapter 21 is not to be used for hearing loss,
as the steps for applying the paired organs policy to hearing loss are contained
in Chapter 7 (Ear, Nose, and Throat Impairment).

Follow the steps below to calculate the degree of impairment under the paired
organs policy.

Multiply by 2 the impairment rating for the impairment due to
the accepted condition to which the paired organs policy
applies.

Find the total impairment rating for the relevant paired
organs.

Compare the ratings obtained in Steps 1 and 2. Take the lesser
rating. This is the final impairment rating for the paired organ.

Example

A veteran has a combined monocular assessment of 20 points for an accepted
condition of the left eye, and a binocular impairment rating of 35. In Step 1 the
20 points are multiplied by two to get 40 points. This is compared with the
binocular impairment rating, and the lesser taken. The veteran therefore gets 35
points after application of the paired organs policy, instead of the 20 points
which would have been given if the policy had not applied.
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CEAPITERD 22

LIFESTYLE EFFECTS

INTRODUCTION
This chapter is to be used to assess lifestyle effects of accepted conditions.

What is a lifestyle effect ?

A lifestyle effect is a disadvantage, resulting from an accepted condition, that
limits or prevents the fulfilment of a role that is normal for a veteran of the
same age without the accepted condition.

Optional methods of assessment.

There are three optional methods of assessing lifestyle effects. The veteran may
choose which of these methods is to be used for his or her assessment. Except
where otherwise indicated, the determining authority is to make its assessment
on the basis of the last choice made by the veteran and notified to the
determining authority. Where no option has been or can be chosen, the
determining authority is to determine a lifestyle rating by following the
procedure described under “Option 2” below.

Option 1 allows a veteran to self-assess the effects of the accepted conditions
on his or her lifestyle. The veteran must complete a Lifestyle Rating Self
Assessment Form. The form covers the four key components of lifestyle
(personal relationships, mobility, recreational and community activities, and
employment and domestic activities) and is in accord with Tables 22.1 to 22.5.

The self-assessed rating should not usually be queried although further
information may be requested if necessary. It is expected that the self-assessed
lifestyle rating would be broadly consistent with the level of impairment. A
determining authority may reject a self-assessment of lifestyle rating because it
overestimates, or underestimates, the level of rating that is broadly consistent
with the level of impairment from accepted conditions.

If a determining authority rejects a veteran’s self assessment on the ground that
it is an underassessment, the determining authority is to substitute its own
lifestyle rating for the one chosen by the veteran, provided that the new rating
is higher than the original self-assessed rating.

If a determining authority rejects a veteran’s self assessment on the ground that
it is an overassessment, the veteran is to be given a second opportunity to
complete a Lifestyle Questionnaire. If after having been given the opportunity
the veteran completes a Lifestyle Questionnaire, the determining authority is to
determine a new lifestyle rating by following the procedure described under
“Option 3” below. If after having been given the opportunity the veteran does
not complete a Lifestyle Questionnaire, the determining authority is to
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determine a new lifestyle rating by following the procedure described under
“Option 2” below.

Option 2 is to be used if the veteran chooses not to self-assess or to complete
a Lifestyle Questionnaire. Under this option the determining authority should
generally allocate a lifestyle rating based on the level of medical impairment.
This rating is not to be less than the higher of the ratings contained in the
“shaded area” of Table 23.1 in Chapter 23 (Conversion To Degree Of
Incapacity).

In unusual cases the determining authority may, in the light of information
available to it, decide to allocate a rating in excess of the higher of the ratings
contained in the “shaded area” of Table 23.1 in Chapter 23 (Conversion To
Degree Of Incapacity).

Option 3 is to be used if the veteran completes a Lifestyle Questionnaire. The
determining authority is to use the information in the completed Lifestyle
Questionnaire, together with all other relevant information available to it, to
allocate ratings in accordance with Tables 22.1 to 22.5. The ratings are to
reflect the impact of the impairment from accepted conditions on the four key
components of a person’s lifestyle (personal relationships, mobility, recreational
and community activities, and employment and domestic activities).

How are lifestyle effects assessed?

The effects of impairment on lifestyle are specific to a veteran. and are
determined by reference to four components of that veteran’s life:

personal relationships,

mobility,

recreational and community activities, and

employment and domestic activities.

All are of equal weight.

Pain, suffering, impaired memory or concentration, or interference with sleep
or sleeping arrangements, that result from the accepted conditions must be
taken into account. The rating that best accommodates the veteran’s
circumstances is to be selected from the descriptions in Tables 22.1 to 22.5.

*

¥ *  *

The criteria in the Lifestyle Rating Self Assessment Form are the same as the
criteria in Tables 22.1 to 22.5. Ratings are based on a progressive scale of 0-7
(with the exception of Table 22.5 in which the scale ranges from 0-5). A zero
rating indicates that a veteran’s lifestyle is only negligibly affected by the
accepted conditions. A rating of 7 indicates that the effect of the accepted
conditions on a veteran’s lifestyle is of the utmost severity.
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Follow the steps below to calculate the lifestyle rating, except in those cases
where the veteran has made a self-assessment that has been accepted..

Determine the impairment rating from each of Tables 22.1, 22.2,
223,224 and 225 .

Compare the lifestyle ratings obtained from Tables 22.4 and
22.5. Take the higher rating.

Add together the lifestyle ratings from Tables 22.1, 22.2, 22.3
and the lifestyle rating obtained in Step 2.

Divide the number obtained in Step 3 by four. The result of the
division is to be rounded to the nearest integer. The fraction of
0.5 is to be rounded up. This is the final lifestyle rating to be
used in the assessment.
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PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

“Personal relationships” refers to the veteran’s ability to take part in and maintain
customary social, sexual and interpersonal relationships.

To determine the effect on personal relationships, it is necessary to establish how the
physical and psychological effects of accepted conditions affect the veteran’s ability to
interact socially with others.

45 Lifestyle Effects

'1;‘;513 PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS
Ratings Criteria
NIL No or negligible effect on personal and social relationships. Relationships are

satisfying, with full participation in accustomed social and personal activities.

ONE Personal and social relationships are fairly satisfying. Intermittent
disadvantages may inhibit, but not prevent participation in accustomed range
of social and personal activities.

TWO Mildly affected personal and social relationships. Social contacts and
activities are reduced, veteran's participation in the accustomed range of
activities is restricted.

THREE Moderately affected personal and social relationships. Relationships usually
confined to family, close friends, colleagues and neighbours. Is unable to
relate to casual acquaintances.

FOUR Markedly affected relationships. Most relations are unsatisfying, maintenance
of usual relations with relatives, friends, neighbours and colleagues is
difficult. Much less time is spent socialising than was the case formerly.

FIVE Severely affected relationships. The veteran is able to relate only to particular,
or fow people, e.g. spouse or children. These remaining relationships are
strained and of low quality.

SIX Extreme difficulty in relating to anyone, for example:

—difficulties in relating because of psychosis; or
—social interaction limited to carer(s) due to confinement; or
—the veteran’s ability to communicate is restricted due to stroke or other

effect of accepted conditions.
SEVEN Unable to relate to anyone. All relationships are prevented.

One rating from this table is to be selected. —f__
_ _/

Adjustment
Permitted For
This Table.

248

Federal Register of Legislative Instruments F2006B00465



Lifestyle Effects

MOBILITY

The mobility rating measures the effects of the accepted conditions on the
veteran’s mobility. “Mobility” refers to the veteran’s ability to move about
effectively in carrying out the ordinary activities of life. It allows for the
veteran’s ability to use available forms of transport. Lack of public transport is
not to be taken into account.

Both physical and psychological impediments to mobility are to be taken into
account when applying Table 22.2. Restrictions on mobility due to mental
health factors (e.g. agoraphobia, claustrophobia, dementia, anxiety, confusion,
etc), or sensory deficit (e.g. hearing loss, or reduced vision) should be rated in
the same way as the more obvious restrictions due to physical impairment.

Lifestyle Effects

Table
22 MOBILITY
Ratings Criteria
NIL No or minimal restriotions of mobility, i.c. full mobility.
ONE Intermittent or periodic cffects on mobility:

—mobility affected only when impairment. e.g. migraine, angina,
soiatica, or panic attack, is present. Between attacks there are no
restriotions;

—if there is permanent impairment, e.g. night blindness, the effect is
only sporadically limiting.

TWO Mild effeots on mobility, e.g. slowing of pace in some circumstances, or need
for a walking stiok.

THREE  Moderately reduced mobility:
—mobility curtailed or diminished becausc of frailty, lack of confidence;
or moderate agoraphobia;
—travel as a passenger, in private and publio transport, possible in most
ciroumstanoes without undue difficulty;
—dependent on a walking stick or similar device. The veteran is
independent in leaving home and reaching destination, but has some
diffioulty. For example, the veteran needs a break in travel, or special
scating arrangements.

FOUR Markedly reduced mobility:
—assistance is needed to cope with public or private transport;
—there is considerable difficulty in travelling from home to destination;
—the veteran is restrioted in the use of at least two forms of public
transport.

FIVE Major impediments to mobility:
—dspendent upon others, or meohanical devices such as wheelchairs;
—inability to use most forms of public transport.
—the veteran is able to drive a car only in a situation of emergenoy and
then only for a short distance.

SIX Severe impediments to mobility:
—restrioted to home and immediate vicinity, uniess door to door transport
and assistance from others are provided.
—the veteran cannot drive a car in any circumstances whatever.

SEVEN  Restricted to room or chair:
—severe agoraphobia permanently confines veteran to home.
—dependent upon others, or hoists or similar appliances, for getting in
and out of bed.

One rating from this table is to be selected. f

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For
This Table.
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RECREATIONAL AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
This refers to the ability to take part in any activities of the veteran’s choosing.

A recreational rating is based on the veteran’s normal recreational and
community activities and measures the limitation placed by the accepted
conditions on the ability to continue those activities. The table takes into
account the veteran’s need to modify recreational pursuits or to seek al-
ternatives. Community activities include welfare work in a voluntary capacity.

RECREATIONAL AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Ratings Criteria

NIL Able to undertake the full range of usual recreational pursuits and community
activities.

ONE Intermittent interference with recreational pursuits and community activities.

Between episodes the veteran is able to continue with the range of accustomed
recreational pursuits and community activities.

TWO Mild but constant interference with accustomed recreational pursuits and
community activities, but the veteran is able to continue with them—even if
less frequently—or to enjoy alternatives.

THREE Inability to continue some accustomed recreational pursuits and community
activities, for example:

—competition sporting activities (golf. tennis, bowls, etc) but the veteran
is still able to enjoy most other activities (camping out, hobbies. going
visiting, watching sport, etc);
—inability to perform some community or voluntary activities involving
physical activity (e.g. working bees) but the veteran is still able to
participate in most other activities including welfare work, fund raising
work etc.

FOUR Inability to take part in formerly favoured recreational pursuits, leisure and
community activities, but less physical activities are possible, for example:
—restriction to generally non-active interests (e.g. music, art, stamp or
coin collecting, attending clubs, etc); and
—inability to participate in accustomed activities (¢.g. camping, going for
long walks, fishing, voluntary activities such as meals on wheels).

FIVE Greater reduction in the number and kind of recreational activities which can
be undertaken; some assistance is needed to undertake those which are still
possible, for example:

—the veteran can only visit or go out if taken to and from destination:
—the veteran finds doing a hobby or relaxing (for example, stamp
collecting, art & crafis, playing or listening to music, playing cards, etc.)
difficult to enjoy due to pain, suffering, or loss of dexterity.

SIX Able to engage in only a very few satisfying recreational activities. Restricted
to a few passive activities such as watching TV, listening to radio, reading or
receiving visitors.

SEVEN Inability to take part in any recreational activities.

One rating from this table is to be seleoted. f‘_

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For
This Table.
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DOMESTIC AND EMPLOYMENT ACTIVITIES

There are two tables for this lifestyle component. A lifestyle rating is to be
selected from each table, where applicable, and the higher of the two lifestyle
ratings is to be chosen as the lifestyle rating for domestic and employment

activities.

Domestic Activities

“Domestic activity” refers to the veteran’s ability to sustain effective routines in
a domestic environment. Only the impact of accepted conditions on the ability
to engage in domestic activity is to be taken into account: the veteran’s inability
to do domestic work for some other reason (for example, choice, habit,
inexperience, lack of skill) is not to be taken into account.

Lifestyle Effects

Table

22.4

THREE

FOUR

FIVE

SIX

SEVEN

No Age
Adjustment

DOMESTIC ACTIVITIES

Criteria
Able to sustain any usual activities.
Intermittent effects of accepted disablement on usual activity.

The veteran is still able to carry out accustomed tasks, but has difficulty, with
some heavier tasks, for example:
—difficulty with heavy gardening activities such as digging, pruning trees
etc.

The veteran is unable to perform heavy activities. but able to carry out lighter
household tasks, taking breaks during sustained activity, for example:
—mowing the lawn;
—washing the car;
—performing light maintenance or gardening activities if working at own
pace, taking breaks as necessary.

Inability to carry out a full range of normal household activities. particularly
some moderate tasks which require exertion. The veteran needs assistance
with some activities, for example:

—vacuuming carpets. cleaning floors, or mowing lawns;

—home repairs and maintenance, etc.

Limitation of household activity to a small range of light tasks, for example:
—watering the garden but difficulty in weeding or pruning;
—the veteran can do some light household activities but has difficulty
bending to make beds, or in putting out the rubbish bin;
—the veteran requires assistance with grocery shopping.

Ability to carry out only very limited domestic activities, usually a restricted
range of indoor activities. The veteran may require supervision in carrying
out such activities, for example the veteran may:

—be able to do very light tidying, dusting but unable to cook or prepare

meals;

—have difficulty standing to set table or wash dishes.

Total dependency upon others for domestic tasks.

One rating from this table is to be selected.

Permitted For
‘This Table.
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DOMESTIC AND EMPLOYMENT ACTIVITIES
Employment Activities

“Employment activities” refer to the veteran’s ability to work. An employment
rating is based on the effects of the accepted conditions on the ability to work
for remuneration. It should take into account any necessary changes or
modifications to employment or the workplace.

Ratings from Table 22.5 do not confer on the veteran an earnings related
benefit, but are intended to compensate for the adverse effects (other than loss
of income) of unemployment, reduced employment, or diminished quality of
working life.

There are only six criteria on Table 22.5.

EMPLOYMENT ACTIVITIES
Ratings Criteria
NIL Ability to engage in usual employment.
ONE Ability to carry out usual employment that is affected intermittently
TWO Ability to follow accustomed employment but difficulty is experienced in

carrying out full range of occupational activities.

THREE Inability to follow accustomed employment without modification to
workplace, provision of aids or restructuring of tasks.

FOUR The veteran is either unable to work full time in normal occupation, or has
had to change occupation or number of hours worked, or both, because of the
accepted conditions.

FIVE Inability to work.

One rating from this table is to be selected.

No Age
Adjustment
Permitted For
This Table.

—
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CEAPTER 23

CONVERSION TO DEGREE OF
INCAPACITY

INTRODUCTION

After a Combined Impairment Rating has been obtained and rounded to the
nearest 5 points (or to zero), and a Lifestyle Rating has also been obtained,
these two ratings are to be combined to establish the degree of incapacity from
all accepted conditions. Apply Table 23.1 to do this.

The degree of incapacity is expressed by a number which is a percentage (eg,
“70” means “70 per cent incapacitated”).

A veteran’s lifestyle rating is expected to be broadly consistent with the degree
of medical impairment from accepted conditions as measured by the Combined
Impairment Rating. In most cases a lifestyle rating that falls within the shaded
area of Table 23.1 will satisfy the requirement of broad consistency. There may
be exceptions, and for those exceptional cases a lifestyle rating outside the
shaded area may be allocated, in accordance with Chapter 22 of this Guide.

Follow the steps below to convert the impairment and lifestyle ratings to a
degree of incapacity for all the conditions under assessment.

In the extreme left hand side column of Table 23.1, headed
“Impairment”, find the value of the impairment rating already
obtained. The line on which this value is written is “The Row”
for purposes of Step 3.

Under the heading “Lifestyle Ratings” in Table 23.1, there is a
row of numbers from 0 to 7. Find the number which equals the
lifestyle rating that was obtained using Chapter 22 (Lifestyle
Effects). The column under this number is “The Column” for
purposes of Step 3.

Find the intersection of The Row and The Column. The number
at this intersection is the degree of incapacity.
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No Age
Adjustment

This Table.

Pormitted For :

CONVERSION TO DEGREE OF INCAPACITY

Impairment

0 1 2
0 10
5 20
10
15
20
25 30
30 40
35 NA 80
40 NA 50
45 N/A 60 @
50 NA 70
55 NA 70
60 N/A 80
65 100 100 100
70 100 100 100
75 100 100 100
80 100 100 100
85 100 100 100
90 100 100 100

100
100
100
100
100
100

70

...........

Lifestyle Ratings
3 4 5
20 N/A N/A
30 40 40
30 40 50
40 50 60
50 50 60
50 60 70
0 70 70

6
N/A
N/A

60
60
70
70
80
90
90
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

7
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

80

80

80

90
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
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CA4PTER 24

DEGREE OF INCAPACITY FOR
SPECIFIC DISABILITIES

INTRODUCTION

The percentages of the degree of incapacity ascribed to the specific conditions
listed in Table 24.1 are drawn from Schedule 4 of the former Repatriation Act
1920, and have not been arrived at by using the concepts in this Guide.

The percentages in column 2 are minimum final assessments regardless of the
outcome of an assessment of the veteran’s impairment and lifestyle effects. If a
veteran has an accepted condition listed in column 1 of Table 24.1, the
minimum degree of incapacity is the corresponding percentage appearing in
column 2.

Follow the steps below to determine whether the degree of incapacity
for specific conditions applies to a particular assessment.

Assess the veteran’s degree of incapacity from all
accepted conditions using this Guide. If the veteran does
not have an accepted condition listed in column 1 of Table
24.1, then this is the final degree of incapacity.

If the veteran has an accepted condition listed in column 1
of Table 24.1, find the line on which it is listed. Take the
percentage degree of incapacity listed in column 2 of
Table 24.1 on the same line. (If the veteran has more than
one condition listed in column 1 of Table 24.1, establish
the corresponding percentage degree of incapacity from
column 2 of Table 24.1 for each, and take the highest.)

Compare the degrees of incapacity obtained in Steps 1 and
2. Take the higher degree. This is the final degree of

incapacity.
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DEGREE OF INCAPACITY FOR SPECIFIC DISABILITIES

Column 1 Column 2

Description of disability % Degree of
Incapacity

Loss of two or more limbs 100

Loss of both eyes 100

Loss of one eye, together with loss of leg, foot, hand or arm 100

Loss of both arms 100

Loss of both legs 100

Loss of both feet 100

Loss of both hands 100

Loss of hand and foot 100

Loss of all fingers and thumbs 100

Very severe facial disfigurement 100

Amputation of leg at hip, or of right arm at shoulder joint (if 100 for first 6
righthanded), or of left arm at shoulder joint (if lefthanded) months* then

80 thereafter
Severe facial disfigurement 80
Total loss of speech 100
Loss of leg or foot 100 for first 6
months* then
80 thereafter
Loss of arm or hand 100 for first 6
months* then
80 thereafter
Total deafness 100
Loss of vision in one eve 50

* The first six months immediately following the loss

For purposes of this table, a leg, foot, hand, arm or eye is deemed to

be lost if it is rendered permanently and wholly useless //”'
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