Treatment Principles


	SCHEDULE 1 DATES FOR INCORPORATED DOCUMENTS


The date for :


1.
Notes for Local Medical Officers (paragraph 1.4.1);

2.
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Fee Schedules for Medical Services (paragraph 3.5.1);

3.
Notes for Allied Health Providers (paragraphs 3.5.1 and 7.1A.1);

4.
Optometrist Fees for Consultation (paragraph 3.5.1);

5.
DVA Schedule of Fees Orthoptists (paragraph 3.5.1);

6.
Pricing Schedule for visual aids (paragraph 3.5.1);

7.
The fourth edition of the American Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (commonly known as DSM-IV) (paragraph 2.4.2A);

8.
Fee Schedule of Dental Services for Dentists and Dental Specialists (paragraph 3.5.1);

9.
Fee Schedule of Dental Services for Dental Prosthetists (paragraph 3.5.1);


10.
Chiropractors Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

11.
Diabetes Educators Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

12.
Dietitians Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

13.
Exercise Physiologists Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

14.
Occupational Therapists Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

15.
Osteopaths Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

16.
Physiotherapists Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

17.
Psychologists Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

18.
Podiatrists Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

19.
Social Workers Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

20.
Clinical Counsellors Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

21.
Speech Pathologists Schedule of Fees (paragraph 3.5.1);

22.
Australian Government Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
Classification System and Schedule of Item Numbers and 
Fees — Community Nursing Services;
23.
Notes for Coordinated Veterans' Care Program Providers;
24.
Rehabilitation Appliances Program (RAP) National Guidelines (paragraph 11.2A.1);

25.
RAP National Schedule of Equipment (paragraph 11.2A.1);

is 31 August 2012.
Notes to the Treatment Principles

Note 1

The Treatment Principles (in force under the Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986) as shown in this compilation comprise the legislative instruments indicated in the Table below. 
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Table A Application, saving or transitional provisions

Legislative Instrument 2007 No. R4
4
Application

The variations made by this instrument to the Treatment Principles do not apply to the provision of treatment by a health care provider to an entitled person if, at the time the treatment is provided, the health care provider has a current arrangement with the Repatriation Commission or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, in respect of the treatment being provided, and that arrangement was required by the Treatment Principles immediately before the Treatment Principles were amended by this instrument.

Note: the intention is that until arrangements between health care providers and the Repatriation Commission or the Department expire or are terminated, the provision of treatment under those arrangements is governed by the Treatment Principles as if they had not been amended by this instrument but when the arrangements end, the Treatment Principles apply as amended by this instrument.
Legislative Instrument 2007 No. R25
4.
Application

Any procedure or other action, or decision, commenced or made, as the case may be, under Notes for Providers, before the commencement of this instrument that, on the commencement of this instrument remains incomplete or not implemented, as the case may be, is taken to have been made under the relevant Notes as incorporated into the Treatment Principles by this instrument and the procedure or other action, or decision, may be completed or implemented, as the case may be, under those Notes for the purposes of the Principles.

Legislative Instrument 2010 No. R7
[2]
Commencement 


(a)
Subject to (b), (c) and (d) this instrument commences on the day after the day on which it is registered on the Federal Register of Legislative Instruments.

(b)
Paragraph 26 (which inserts the Schedule 1 in the Treatment Principles) is taken to have commenced, in respect of the items in Part 1 of the Schedule 1 that relate to fees, 



on 1 November 2009.  Paragraph 26 commences in respect of the remaining items in Part 1 of Schedule 1 on the day after the day on which this instrument is registered on the Federal Register of Legislative Instruments.

(c)
The variation made by paragraph 26 (which inserts the Schedule 1 in the Treatment Principles) is, immediately after commencement of this instrument, revoked, or taken to have been revoked, on 1 May 2010.

(d)
The variation made by paragraph 26A (which inserts the Schedule 1 in the Treatment Principles) is taken to have commenced after the revocation of the variation made by paragraph 26 and:



(i)
in respect of the items in Part 1 of the Schedule 1 that relate to fees, on 1 May 2010.  In respect of the remaining items in Part 1 of Schedule 1, on the day after the day on which this instrument is registered on the Federal Register of Legislative Instruments;

(ii)
in respect of the items in Part 2 of the Schedule 1, on 

1 September 2010.

[3]
Application

(1) (a)
Where, before the commencement of this instrument, a health care provider treated an entitled person and, on the commencement of the instrument, had not lodged a claim for payment for the treatment, the situation is governed by the Treatment Principles as varied by this instrument.


Note: this means that the provider has 5 years from the date of service in which to lodge a claim with the possibility of that period being extended in appropriate circumstances.
(b)
Where, before the commencement of this instrument, a health care provider treated an entitled person and, on the commencement of the instrument:


(i)
had lodged a claim for payment for the treatment within 6 months after the treatment but the claim had 
not been determined;

(ii)
had lodged a claim for payment for the treatment more than 6 months after the treatment and the claim had not been determined;


the situation is governed by the Treatment Principles as varied by this instrument.

Note: 
for case (i), this means that the claim is within the claim period of 5 years from the date of service.

for case (ii), if the claim is within the claim period of 5 years from the date of service, it will be assessed routinely. If the period is more than 5 years from the date of service it would be assessed under late-lodgement guidelines.
(c)
Where, before the commencement of this instrument, a health care provider treated an entitled person and, on the commencement of the instrument, had applied to the Repatriation Commission for an extension of time in which to lodge a claim for payment for the treatment and the application had not been determined:


(i)
if the application had been made within 5 years after the treatment had been provided, the Repatriation Commission is to accept the claim in respect of which the application is made;


Note:
applications tend to have claims attached.

(ii)
if the application had been made more than 5 years after the treatment had been provided it is governed by the Treatment Principles as varied by this instrument; 

Note: this means the application will be assessed under late-lodgement guidelines.

(2)
Where, under [2](b) and [2](d), a document setting out a fee is incorporated into the Treatment Principles on 

1 November 2009 and 1 May 2010 respectively, then for the periods 1 November 2009 to 1 May 2010 and 1 May 2010 to the commencement date in [2](a) (day after registration), only that part of the document that sets an increased fee applies, and on the commencement date in [2](a), the remainder of the document applies.

[4]
Saving
Despite the omission of the Schedule 3 by paragraph 26, the documents in that Schedule entitled “RAP National Schedule of Equipment” and “Rehabilitation Appliances Program (RAP) National Guidelines” in force on 1 September 2008 remain incorporated in the Treatment Principles until 1 November 2010.
Legislative Instrument 2011 No. R11
[3]
Application

(a)
The variations to the Treatment Principles made by this instrument do not apply to a person who immediately before the commencement of this instrument is contracted to the Department and/or the Commission to provide services to entitled persons as a social worker (clinical counsellor) — until the contract under which the person is engaged expires and is not renewed or is terminated.


Note: this means that social workers (clinical counsellors) are covered by the Treatment Principles as the Principles existed before being varied by this instrument.  When the contracts of this category of social worker end, the variations to the Treatment Principles by this instrument will apply to them, effectively ending their coverage by the Treatment Principles which means their occupations will no longer be recognised by the Department as a category of health care provider.

(b)
The variations to the Treatment Principles made by this instrument that have the effect of requiring a psychologist to have a provider number obtained from Medicare Australia only apply to a psychologist after the day this instrument is registered on the Federal Register of Legislative Instruments.
Legislative Instrument 2011 No. R1
[3]
Savings
Where, immediately before the commencement of this instrument, a community nursing provider had entered into an arrangement with the Commission for the provision of a service by a community nurse, then on the commencement of this instrument the instrument applies to the community nursing provider as a DVA-contracted community nursing provider and the arrangement is taken to have been made with the provider as a DVA-contracted community nursing provider.
Note: terms used in [3] have the same meaning as in the Treatment Principles.
Legislative instrument 2011 No. R32
[3]
Transitional

(a)
Where, under the Principles, a person has lodged a claim with Medicare Australia, or had some other dealing with Medicare Australia, before the commencement of this instrument, but on the commencement of this instrument the claim or dealing had not been finalised, then on the commencement of this instrument the claim or dealing is taken to have been made or entered into under the Principles as varied by this instrument as if Medicare Australia had been the Department of Human Services.

(b)
Where, under the Principles, and on or after 1 July 2011 and before this instrument commences, a person purportedly lodged a claim with Medicare Australia, or had some other dealing purportedly with Medicare Australia, then on the commencement of this instrument the claim or dealing is taken to have been made or entered into with the Department of Human Services.

Note 1: a person includes a health care provider, an entitled person, the Commission or the Department.

Note 2: a term used in [3], including in the Notes, that is defined in the Treatment Principles under the Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986 has the same meaning it has in the Treatment Principles.

Note 3: 1 July 2011 is when the Human Services Legislation Amendment Act 2011 commenced.  This Act, among other things, transferred the functions of Medicare Australia to the Department of Human Services.
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