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Issued by the Authority of the Minister for Community Services and 
Health 

National Health Act 1953 

National Health Regulations 

Paragraph (e) of the de f in i t ion of heal th insurance business in 
subsection 67(4) of the National Health Act 1953 provides that a 
kind of business not to be included in tha t de f in i t ion may be 
prescr ibed. 

Section 67 of the National Health Act 1953 requires organizat ions 
conducting heal th insurance business to be reg is te red under the 
said Act. This provision was introduced to preserve the community 
ra t ing p r i n c i p l e , which forms the bas is for pr iva te heal th 
insurance in Aus t r a l i a . Under t h i s p r inc ip l e , a l l persons are 
t r ea ted equally for heal th insurance purposes regardless of such 
factors as age, sex, medical condition or family s i z e . 

However, the l e g i s l a t i o n impacted unfavourably on special groups 
such as sport ing bodies, volunteer workers and youth associa t ions 
(e .g . boy scouts and g i r l guides) , p a r t i c u l a r l y as insurance 
ca ter ing for the needs of these groups i s not readi ly avai lable 
from reg i s te red heal th benef i ts organisat ions and l i t t l e or no 
i n t e r e s t has been displayed by them in the matter . 

The l e g i s l a t i o n also prevented coverage being offered under home 
contents and t r ave l po l i c i e s for the loss or damage of personal 
e f fec ts such as hearing aids and spectacles as specif ied in 
paragraph (b) of the de f in i t ion of anc i l l a ry heal th benef i t . 

The Regulation allows commercial insurers to provide benef i t s 
covering the above circumstances without being required to become 
a reg i s te red heal th benef i t s organizat ion. 
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