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COPYRIGHT (INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION) REGULATIONS (AMENDMENT) 

Sec t ion 249 of the Copyright Act 1968 ("the Act") 
prov ides that the Governor-General may make r e g u l a t i o n s , not 
i n c o n s i s t e n t with the Act, prescr ib ing a l l matters that are 
necessary or convenient to be prescr ibed for carrying out or 
g i v i n g e f f e c t to the Act. 

Sec t ion 184 of the Act further provides that the 
r e g u l a t i o n s may make p r o v i s i o n s applying any of the p r o v i s i o n s 
of the Act s p e c i f i e d in the r e g u l a t i o n s in r e l a t i o n to a 
country (other than Austra l ia ) s p e c i f i e d in the r e g u l a t i o n s in 
s e v e r a l ways. These ways permit the a p p l i c a t i o n of the 
p r i n c i p l e of "national treatment" which i s adopted in the 
major i n t e r n a t i o n a l copyr ight c o n v e n t i o n s . 

"National treatment" means g i v i n g t o n a t i o n a l s of the 
s p e c i f i e d country the same r i g h t s under Austra l ian law as are 
enjoyed by Austra l ian n a t i o n a l s ; to t r e a t l i t e r a r y , dramatic , 
musical or a r t i s t i c works f i r s t publ ished in that country as 
i f f i r s t publ ished in A u s t r a l i a ; and in a s imi lar way t o cover 
fore ign sound r e c o r d i n g s , cinematograph f i lms and sound and 
t e l e v i s i o n b r o a d c a s t s , and persons who are fore ign r e s i d e n t s 
or bodies corpora te . 

The Copyright ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Protec t ion) Regulat ions 
("the p r i n c i p a l regu la t ions") which were made in 1969 pursuant 
t o these p r o v i s i o n s , apply the Copyright Act in r e l a t i o n to 
c o u n t r i e s which are members of e i t h e r or both of the two 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l copyr ight convent ions to which Aus tra l i a 
b e l o n g s , namely the Universal Copyright Convention and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l (Berne) Convention for the P r o t e c t i o n of 
L i terary and A r t i s t i c Works. The r e l e v a n t c o u n t r i e s are l i s t e d 
in the two p a r t s of the F i r s t Schedule to the p r i n c i p a l 
r e g u l a t i o n s . 

These r e g u l a t i o n s bring the F i r s t Schedule up to date 
by inc luding c o u n t r i e s which have jo ined e i t h e r or both of the 
convent ions s i n c e the p r i n c i p a l r e g u l a t i o n s were l a s t amended 
(1980) and by taking in to account changes in the names of 
c o u n t r i e s . This g i v e s e f f e c t t o A u s t r a l i a ' s current 
o b l i g a t i o n s under the two c o n v e n t i o n s . 
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