
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

STATUTORY RULES 19 i l k . NO. J %%. 

I s s u e d by t h e A u t h o r i t y of t h e M i n i s t e r f o r A v i a t i o n 

AIR NAVIGATION (AIRCRAFT NOISE) REGULATIONS 

S e c t i o n 26 of t h e A i r N a v i g a t i o n Act 1920 p r o v i d e s , 

i n t e r a l i a f t h a t t h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l may make r e g u l a t i o n s n o t 

i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e Ac t f o r t h e p u r p o s e of c a r r y i n g o u t and 

g i v i n g e f f e c t t o any Annex t o t h e C h i c a g o C o n v e n t i o n on 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l C i v i l A v i a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s 

and recommended p r a c t i c e s ( b e i n g an Annex a d o p t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e 

w i t h t h e C o n v e n t i o n ) . 

The a i r c r a f t n o i s e p r o b l e m t o t h e c o m m u n i t i e s i n t h e 

v i c i n i t y of A u s t r a l i a n a i r p o r t s was p r e v i o u s l y c o n t r o l l e d o n l y by 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and o p e r a t i o n a l m e a n s s u c h a s c u r f e w s , t h e u s e of 

p r e f e r r e d runways and f l i g h t p a t h s , and m o d i f i e d a p p r o a c h and 

d e p a r t u r e f l i g h t p r o f i l e s . T h e r e w e r e no f o r m a l l i m i t s imposed 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e maximum p e r m i s s i b l e n o i s e l e v e l s p r o d u c e d by 

a i r c r a f t when t h e y were t y p e - c e r t i f i c a t e d and r e g i s t e r e d t o 

e n g a g e i n a i r n a v i g a t i o n . 

The C o u n c i l of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C i v i l A v i a t i o n 

O r g a n i s a t i o n (ICAO) h a s a p p r o v e d Annex 16 t o t h e C h i c a g o 

C o n v e n t i o n on I n t e r n a t i o n a l C i v i l A v i a t i o n . Annex 16 s p e c i f i e s 

n o i s e c e r t i f i c a t i o n s t a n d a r d s f o r a i r c r a f t e n g a g e d i n 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l a i r n a v i g a t i o n . Most ICAO member s t a t e s have 

i n t r o d u c e d , o r a r e now i n t r o d u c i n g , n a t i o n a l r e g u l a t i o n s t o 
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enforce Annex 16 noise standards in their own countries. Under 

the Convent ion, Australia is also obliged to apply the standards 

in this country. 

The regulations implement the Annex 16 requirements for 

all civil aircraft either newly imported to Australia or 

manufactured here. Under sub-regulation 9(3) an offence will 

be committed by the operator and pilot of an aircraft that 

engages in air navigation without a noise certificate in relation 

to that aircraft being in force. The noise certificate, to be 

issued by the Secretary to the Department of Aviation, will 

certify that the aircraft complies with the noise standards 

expressed in Annex 16 for the class of aircraft to which it 

belongs. Aircraft manufactured overseas will normally undergo 

noise certification in the country of manufacture prior to their 

importation to Australia. The regulations provide for Australian 

acceptance in such cases of noise certificates issued by other 

contracting states to the Convention. In the case of aircraft 

manufactured in Australia, noise measurement will be required to 

demonstrate to the Department of Aviation that the prototype 

aircraft complies with the requirements of Annex 16. 

The new requirements will not apply to aircraft 

registered prior to the date of commencement of the regulations, 

except where subsequent modifications to the aircraft have led to 

a significant increase in noise levels. 
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Provision is made in the regulations for the Secretary 

or an authorised officer to revoke the noise certificate if an 

aircraft ceases to conform to Annex 16 noise standards. 

The regulations will ensure that a gradual decline in 

aircraft noise exposure around airports continues over the next 

decade as new, noise certificated aircraft replace existing 

aircraft. 
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