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STATUTORY RULES 1990 NO. 3
Television Licence Fees Act 1964
Television Licence Fees Regulations
Issued by the Authority of the Minister for Transport and Communications
Section 8 of the Television Licence Fees Act 1964 (the Act) provides that the Governor-General may make regulations, not inconsistent with the Act, prescribing all matters which are required or permitted by the Act to be prescribed or which are necessary or convenient to be prescribed in carrying out or giving effect to the Act. Subsection 5(2) of the Act provides that the regulations may make provision for rebates of fees payable by licensees.
The Regulations provide for payment of rebates of licence fees to regional commercial television licensees proceeding to aggregation. Rebates will be payable on a tapered scale over the years 1988-89 to 1991-92. The purpose of the rebates is to provide timely assistance with the capital costs of aggregation to regional licensees. Certain licensees in Approved Market C (that is, Southern New South Wales) will be the first to be eligible for rebates of licence fees in late January 1990 when those fees become payable.
Details of the regulations are as follows:
Citation
Regulation 1 provides that the Regulations may be cited as the Television Licence Fees Regulations.
Interpretation
Regulation 2 provides for the interpretation of a number of terms used in the Regulations.
Rebates
Regulation 3 provides a tapered scale of rebates for commercial television licensees in an approved market.
Subregulation 3(1) identifies the licensees to which the regulation applies.


Subregulation 3(2) provides that a licensee is entitled to a rebate if the licensee notifies the Australian Broadcasting Tribunal (the Tribunal) of its claim for a rebate (paragraph (a)), the Minister has directed the Tribunal under Section 94S or 94ZH of the Broadcasting Act 1942 (dealing with aggregation) to extend the service area of that licence (paragraph (b)) and the licence has not been in force for more than 4 years since the Minister gave that direction (paragraph (c)).
Subregulation 3(3) provides for the amount of rebates. The first rebate is 100% of the licence fee payable on the first anniversary of the date of commencement of the licence occurring after the Minister’s direction to the Tribunal to extend the licence’s service area. The second, third and fourth rebates are 75%, 50% and 25% respectively of the licence fees payable on the second, third and fourth anniversaries of that date.
Consolidated Licences - Rebates
Regulation 4 extends the entitlement to rebates to licensees holding consolidated licences (new licensees), that is, licences resulting from the consolidation of 2 or more licences at the direction of the Minister under subsection 94ZC(1) or (2) of the Broadcasting Act 1942.
Subregulation 4(1) provides that a new licensee is entitled to a rebate if one or more former licensees of licences which were consolidated would have been entitled to a rebate under regulation 3 (paragraph (a)), and the new licensee notifies the Tribunal of its claim (paragraph (b)).
Subregulation 4(2) provides that the rebate to which the new licensee is entitled is to be worked out by reference to the earliest direction date relating to the former licensees.
Subregulation 4(3) provides for the amount of the rebate payable to a new licensee. Together with subregulation 4(2), this subregulation entitles the new licensee to an amount of rebate equal to the rebates that would have remained to the former licensee who was most advanced through the tapering scale.
The Regulations came into operation on the date of their notification in the Gazette.
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