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(Amendment) 
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This amendment comprises one aspect of a group of amendments to 
the Complaints (Austra l ian Federal Police) Act 1981, the 
Austral ian Federal Police (Discipl ine) Regulations and the 
Complaints (Austra l ian Federal Police) Regulat ions. The 
amendments were sought or accepted by the Austral ian Federal 
Police Association and, insofar as they r e l a t e to the Complaints 
(Austral ian Federal Police) Regulat ions, are intended to ensure 
tha t the criminal standard of proof should apply to a l l 
d i s c i p l i n a r y cases . 

The amendment to the Complaints (Austral ian Federal Police) 
Regulations provides tha t the Federal Police Disc ip l inary 
Tribunal sha l l not find a member gu i l t y of a breach of d i s c i p l i n e 
unless s a t i s f i e d beyond reasonable doubt tha t the member i s so 
g u i l t y . 

The standard of proof to be applied by the Tribunal i s not , at 
present , p rescr ibed . The Tribunal appl ies such standard as 
appears reasonable given the circumstances of each case . The 
set t lement of a uniform standard i s considered des i rab le in the 
i n t e r e s t s of consis tency, and as a r e f l ec t ion of the po ten t i a l 
ser iousness of d i s c ip l i na ry proceedings for individual members of 
the Austral ian Federal Po l i ce , who are often cal led upon to react 
quickly in d i f f i c u l t or hazardous circumstances. 

A s imi lar amendment, binding on the Commissioner when he 
determines d i s c i p l i n a r y cases , i s to be made to the Austral ian 
Federal Police (Disc ip l ine) Regulat ions. 
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