
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

STATUTORY RULES 1984 No 37 

PRICES SURVEILLANCE ACT 1983 
PRICES SURVEILLANCE AUTHORITY (REMUNERATION AND ALLOWANCES) 
REGULATIONS 

These regu la t ions prescr ibe r a t e s of remuneration and 
al lowances payable to members of the Pr ices Surve i l l ance 
Authority , and the allowances and expenses to be paid to 
w i tnes se s summoned to appear at i n q u i r i e s held by the 
Authority . 

Sect ion 45 of the Pr ices Surve i l lance Act 1983 ( the Act) 
provides as f o l l o w s : 

"45. (1) The Governor-General may make r e g u l a t i o n s , not 
i n c o n s i s t e n t with t h i s Act, prescr ib ing matters -

(a) required or permitted by t h i s Act to be prescr ibed; 
or 

(b) necessary or convenient to be prescribed for 
carrying out or g iv ing e f f e c t to t h i s Act . 

(2) Regulat ions providing for al lowances and expenses 
for the purposes of s e c t i o n 39 may provide for those 
al lowances and expenses by reference to a s c a l e of expenses 
for w i tnes se s who attend before a court s p e c i f i e d in the 
r e g u l a t i o n s . " 

Sect ion 8 of the Act provides as f o l l o w s : 
N8. (1) A member s h a l l be paid such remuneration as i s 
determined by the Remuneration Tribunal , but, i f no 
determination of that remuneration by the Tribunal i s in 
operat ion , he s h a l l be paid such remuneration as i s 
prescr ibed . 

(2) A member s h a l l be paid such al lowances as are 
prescr ibed . 

(3) Sub-sect ions (1) and (2) have e f f e c t subject to the 
Remuneration Tribunals Act 1973. 

(4) The Chairman may d i r e c t and control t r a v e l by the 
other members of the Authority in connection with t h e i r 
d u t i e s as members. 
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(5) A member holds o f f i c e on such terms and condi t ions 
( i f any) in respect of matters not provided for by t h i s Act 
as are determined by the Governor-General." 

Sect ion 39 of the Act provides as f o l l o w s : 

"39. A witness summoned under t h i s Act to appear at an 
inquiry i s e n t i t l e d to be paid -

(a) in a case where the wi tness was summoned on the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of a person - by that person; or 

(b) in any other case - by the Commonwealth, 

such allowances for h i s t r a v e l l i n g and other expenses as are 
prescribed.* 

As the Remuneration Tribunal had not i ssued a determination 
to provide for the remuneration of members of the Pr i ce s 
Surve i l lance Authority i t was necessary to make regu la t ions 
to take e f f e c t from the commencement of the Act u n t i l the 
Remuneration Tribunal i ssued a determinat ion. The 
regu la t ions prescr ibe ra te s of remuneration and al lowances 
for the members of the Authority which are in accordance with 
the i n d i c a t i v e determination i ssued by the Remuneration 
Tribunal. 

In addi t ion the regu la t ions p r e s c r i b e , for the purposes of 
s e c t i o n 39 of the Act, al lowances for t rave l and other 
expenses for persons summoned to appear as w i t n e s s e s at 
i n q u i r i e s conducted by the Authori ty . In pursuance of 
sub- sec t ion 45(2) of the Act the prescribed al lowances are 
the same as those contained in the Federal Court Rules for a 
person appearing as a wi tness before the Federal Court of 
A u s t r a l i a . 

As the Act had not come into operat ion , the proposed 
regu la t ions were made in pursuance of s e c t i o n 4 of the Acts 
In terpre ta t ion Act 1901. That s e c t i o n provides that where an 
Act, which has not yet come in to operat ion , confers a power 
to make regu la t ions then un les s the contrary i n t e n t i o n 
appears, the regu la t ions may be made before the Act comes 
in to operation but they s h a l l not take e f f e c t u n t i l the Act 
comes into operat ion . 

D e t a i l s of the proposed regu la t ions are at attachment A. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

DETAILS OF PROPOSED REGULATIONS 

Regulations 1 and 2 provide the c i t a t i o n and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
for the r e g u l a t i o n s . 

Regulation 3 provides that the Chairman of the Pr ices 
Surve i l lance Authority s h a l l for the purposes of 
s u b - s e c t i o n 8(1) of the Act r e c e i v e remuneration at the rate 
of $63,936 per annum. 

Regulation 4 provides that the Chairman s h a l l for the 
purposes of s u b - s e c t i o n 8(2) of the Act rece ive an annual 
allowance at the rate of $2750 per annum. 

Regulation 5 provides that part- t ime members s h a l l for the 
purposes of s u b - s e c t i o n 8(1) of the Act rece ive remuneration 
at the rate of $214 per day for each day on which they are 
engaged in the performance of t h e i r d u t i e s . 

Regulation 6 provides that where a member i s absent from h i s 
ordinary place of res idence in the performance of h i s dut i e s 
a t r a v e l l i n g allowance for the purposes of s u b - s e c t i o n 8(2) 
of the Act s h a l l be paid at the fo l lowing r a t e s : 

(a) for each overnight s tay in a c a p i t a l c i t y - $120; or 

(b) for any other overnight s tay - $90* 

Regulation 7 provides that for the purposes of s e c t i o n 39 of 
the Act a wi tness summoned under the Act to appear at an 
inquiry s h a l l be paid such al lowances for h i s t r a v e l l i n g 
expenses and other expenses as he would be e n t i t l e d to be 
paid under the s c a l e of expenses for w i tnes se s s p e c i f i e d in 
the Federal Court Rules i f he were a wi tness appearing before 
the Federal Court of A u s t r a l i a . 
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