
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

STATUTORY RULE 1985 NO. SASlISSUED BY THE AUTHORITY 

OF THE MINISTER FOR COMMUNICATIONS 

S e c t i o n 116 o f t h e P o s t a l S e r v i c e s Act 1975 ( t h e A c t ) p r o v i d e s 
t h a t t h e Governor -Genera l may make r e g u l a t i o n s , n o t i n c o n s i s t e n t 
w i t h t h e A c t , p r e s c r i b i n g a l l m a t t e r s which by t h e Act a r e 
r e q u i r e d or p e r m i t t e d t o be p r e s c r i b e d by t h e r e g u l a t i o n s , or 
which a r e n e c e s s a r y o r c o n v e n i e n t t o be p r e s c r i b e d by t h e 
r e g u l a t i o n s f o r c a r r y i n g o u t or g i v i n g e f f e c t t o t h e A c t . 

S e c t i o n 82 o f t h e Act p r o v i d e s t h a t t h e P o s t a l S e r v i c e s 
Commission ( t h e Commission) s h a l l n o t e n t e r i n t o a c o n t r a c t 
i n v o l v i n g t h e payment or r e c e i p t by t h e Commission o f an amount 
e x c e e d i n g $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 o r , i f a h i g h e r amount i s p r e s c r i b e d by t h e 
r e g u l a t i o n s , t h a t h i g h e r amount, e x c e p t w i t h t h e a p p r o v a l o f t h e 
M i n i s t e r . 

The number o f c o n t r a c t s e x c e e d i n g $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n v a l u e h a s i n c r e a s e d 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y s i n c e t h e commencement o f t h e A c t , owing t o 
i n f l a t i o n and t h e growth o f t h e Commission. The M i n i s t e r i s now 
r e q u i r e d t o approve many c o n t r a c t s o f a r e l a t i v e l y minor n a t u r e . 
The Prime M i n i s t e r , t h e T r e a s u r e r and t h e M i n i s t e r f o r F i n a n c e 
s u p p o r t e d a p r o p o s a l t h a t t h e t h r e s h o l d s h o u l d be i n c r e a s e d from 
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 t o $ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . T h i s i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e l e v e l o f 
c o n t r a c t a p p r o v a l g r a n t e d t o t h e A u s t r a l i a n T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Commiss ion. 

The P o s t a l S e r v i c e s R e g u l a t i o n s (Amendment) i n s e r t s a new 
r e g u l a t i o n 57 o f t h e P o s t a l S e r v i c e s R e g u l a t i o n s which p r o v i d e s 
t h a t f o r t h e purpose o f s e c t i o n 82 o f t h e A c t , t h e p r e s c r i b e d 
amount i s $ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 
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