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Subject - Nat ional Health Act 1953 

Nat iona l Health (Pharmaceutical B e n e f i t s ) 
Regula t ions (Amendment) 

The purpose of the proposed r e g u l a t i o n s i s to amend s e v e r a l 
e x i s t i n g r e g u l a t i o n s as they r e l a t e to the Safe ty Net 
p r o v i s i o n s of the Pharmaceutical B e n e f i t s Scheme. The 
amendments enhance f i n a n c i a l c o n t r o l of the Scheme, add 
further information to p r e s c r i p t i o n record forms and 
e n t i t l e m e n t cards and l i m i t the p o t e n t i a l for hoarding or 
s q u i r r e l l i n g of drugs towards the end of a Safe ty Net y e a r . 

Paragraph 84D(7) (c ) of the Nat iona l Health Act 1953 ("the 
Act") prov ides for the p r e s c r i b i n g of p a r t i c u l a r s to be 
inc luded on a p r e s c r i p t i o n record form where a pharmaceutical 
b e n e f i t has been supp l i ed to the holder of the form. The 
amendment to r e g u l a t i o n 9A adds the amount of the charge made 
for the supply of the pharmaceutical b e n e f i t to the 
p a r t i c u l a r s a lready p r e s c r i b e d . 

Paragraph 84E(3)(b) of the Act prov ides for the p r e s c r i b i n g of 
p a r t i c u l a r s to be conta ined in an a p p l i c a t i o n for the i s s u e of 
an e n t i t l e m e n t card under the S a f e t y Net Scheme. The amendment 
to r e g u l a t i o n 9B adds the age and sex of the a p p l i c a n t and 
h i s / h e r dependents to the p a r t i c u l a r s a l ready p r e s c r i b e d . The 
a d d i t i o n of t h i s informat ion enhances the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of 
e n t i t l e d persons for a l l future p r e s c r i p t i o n s under the 
Pharmaceutical B e n e f i t s Scheme. 

Subsec t ions 84H(1) and (3) of the Act provide for the making 
of r e g u l a t i o n s for the i s s u e of a d d i t i o n a l or replacement 
e n t i t l e m e n t c a r d s . The amendment to r e g u l a t i o n 9C prov ides 
tha t only the Secre tary of the Department can i s s u e a d d i t i o n a l 
e n t i t l e m e n t cards for cards which have been l o s t , s t o l e n , 
damaged or des troyed and thereby improves contro l over the 
i s s u e of the se c a r d s . 

Paragraph 105(a) of the Act prov ides tha t ther r e g u l a t i o n s may 
p r e s c r i b e the terms and c o n d i t i o n s s u b j e c t to which 
pharmaceutical b e n e f i t s may be s u p p l i e d . The amendment to 
r e g u l a t i o n 25 extends the per iod between the f i l l i n g of a 
p r e s c r i p t i o n and the next repeat p r e s c r i p t i o n of the same drug 
from the next day to three c l e a r days . This amendment s lows 
the p o t e n t i a l for hoarding or s q u i r r e l l i n g of drugs towards 
the end of the Sa fe ty Net y e a r . 
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