
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

STATUTORY RULES 1 9 8 2 No. 354 

i s sued by the Authority of the Minister of S ta te for Transport 
and Construction for and on behalf of the Minister of State 
for primary industry 

EXPORT CONTROL (GENERAL) REGULATIONS 

The Export Control Act 1982 (the Act) (Act No. 47 
Assented to on 9 June 1982) provides a s i n g l e l e g i s l a t i v e 
framework for the Government's export inspect ion and re lated 
c o n t r o l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s which are present ly administered under 
a number of d i f f e r e n t A c t s . The Act w i l l come i n t o operation 
on 1 January 1983 . 

Sec t ion 25 of the Act empowers the Governor-General t o 
make r e g u l a t i o n s required or permitted by, or necessary or 
convenient for carrying out or g iv ing e f f e c t t o , the Act. The 
s e c t i o n a l s o enables r e g u l a t i o n s to be made for or in re la t ion 
to the imposi t ion of f e e s in respec t of the r e g i s t r a t i o n of 
premises , v e h i c l e s , s h i p s or a i r c r a f t ; the quarantine or 
denaturing of prescr ibed goods; the a n a l y s i s of samples and the 
e x t e n t to which a c e r t i f i c a t e of a n a l y s i s i s to be prima f a c i e 
evidence of the f a c t s s t a t e d in that c e r t i f i c a t e ; t h e 
imposition of fees for the services of authorized off icers ; the 
keeping of records; penal t ies not exceeding $1000 and the 
making of orders by the Minister, 

Under the present l eg i s l a t ive arrangements there are 
10 se t s of Exports Regulations covering canned and frozen 
f ru i t s , dairy produce, dried f ru i t s , f ish, fresh frui t , fresh 
vegetables , general , g ra in , honey and meat. The Act provides 
for the use of associated regulations and a system of 
Minis ter ia l orders governing day-to-day technical and 
administrat ive matters to implement the new system. As the 
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Ministerial orders w i l l take some time to develop i t i s 
necessary to make interim arrangements to provide for the 
conditions and r e s t r i c t i o n s governing the export of prescribed 
goods in the ex i s t ing Exports Regulations to continue under the 
Act. 

The proposed regulations w i l l have the e f fec t of 
importing the conditions and res tr i c t ions prescribed by the 
ex i s t ing 10 s e t s of Exports Regulations, as in force on 
31 December 1982, as the conditions and res tr i c t ions of export 
for' the purposes of sect ion 7 of the Act. The ex is t ing Exports 
Regulations w i l l then be repealed on 1 January 1983 by proposed 
regulation 2. 

The proposed regulations contain de ta i l s re lat ing to 
those goods which are declared to be prescribed goods, spec i f i c 
exemptions, the conditions and res tr i c t ions to be complied 
with, necessary modifications to the ex is t ing Exports 
Regulations, the issue of exemptions by the Secretary under 
certain circumstances, the regis trat ion and renewal of 
reg i s trat ion of premises and s h i p s , the suspension and 
c a n c e l l a t i o n of such r e g i s t r a t i o n and the temporary suspension 
of the r e g i s t r a t i o n of premises and s h i p s . They a l so provide 
for the lodgement of no t i ce s of in ten t ion to expor t , the issue 
of export pe rmi t s , the re-examination of the goods and 
c a n c e l l a t i o n of export pe rmi t s , con t ro l s over o f f i c i a l marks 
and marking dev ices , tne manner in which samples are to be 
d e a l t wi th , the a n a l y s i s of samples and the i ssue of 
c e r t i f i c a t e s of a n a l y s i s , fees for o f f i ce r s s e r v i c e s , 
de lega t ion of the S e c r e t a r y ' s powers, a saving provis ion and 
the p ro t ec t i on of the renewal of r e g i s t r a t i o n of export meat 
premises . 
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With the exception of the provisions re lat ing to 
temporary suspension of reg is trat ion and control over o f f i c i a l 
marks a l l of the above requirements are contained in the 
ex i s t ing Exports Regulations. Their spec i f i c inclusion i s 
necessary as they are not considered to be conditions or 
r e s t r i c t i o n s . The temporary suspension and control of stamps 
provisions are necessary to overcome def i c i enc ies in the 
present system ident i f i ed by the Royal Commission into the 
Australian Meat industry. 

As the proposed regulations import the present 
conditions and r e s t r i c t i o n s in the exist ing Exports Regulations 
they w i l l have no e f f e c t on day-to-day export inspection 
operations and w i l l not impose any additional requirements on 
the industries involved• 

The proposed regulations are to take e f f ec t on 
1 January 1983, the day on which the Act w i l l come into 
operation. 
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