
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

STATUTORY RULES 1985 No'. &V] 

I s s u e d by t h e A u t h o r i t y of t h e M i n i s t e r f o r P r i m a r y I n d u s t r y 

HONEY LEVY (NO.2) REGULATIONS (AMENDMENT) 

S e c t i o n 7 of t h e Honey Levy Act(No 2) 1962 ( t h e Ac t ) p r o v i d e s 
t h a t t h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l may make r e g u l a t i o n s fo r t h e p u r p o s e s 
of c a r r y i n g o u t or g i v i n g e f f e c t t o t h e A c t , 

The Act i m p o s e s a l e v y on honey p r o d u c e d in A u s t r a l i a and u s e d 
in t h e p r o d u c t i o n of o t h e r g o o d s . 

S u b - s e c t i o n 5 (1 ) of t h e Honey R e s e a r c h Act 1980 p r o v i d e s t h a t 
amoun t s e q u a l t o t h e amounts r e c e i v e d f o r payment and c o l l e c t e d 
by t h e Commonwealth under p a r a g r a p h 5 ( 1 ) ( b ) of t h e Act a r e t o 
be a p p r o p r i a t e d t o t h e Honey R e s e a r c h T r u s t A c c o u n t . 

S u b - s e c t i o n 5 (3 ) of t h e Act p r o v i d e s t h a t r e g u l a t i o n s may v a r y 
t h e r a t e of l e v y from t i m e t o t i m e up t o a maximum of 0 . 5 c e n t 
p e r k i l o g r a m of honey and t h a t b e f o r e m a k i n g , amending o r 
r e p e a l i n g such r e g u l a t i o n s t h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l s h a l l t a k e i n t o 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n any r e c o m m e n d a t i o n made t o t h e M i n i s t e r by t h e 
Honey R e s e a r c h Commi t t ee or by t h e p r o d u c e r s 1 o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

Both t h e Honey R e s e a r c h Commi t t ee and t h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l of 
A u s t r a l i a n A p i a r i s t s 1 A s s o c i a t i o n s , t h e p r o d u c e r s ' 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , h a v e recommended t o t h e M i n i s t e r an i n c r e a s e i n 
t h e o p e r a t i v e r a t e of l e v y f o r r e s e a r c h p u r p o s e s from 0 . 2 5 c e n t 
t o 0 . 3 5 c e n t p e r k i l o g r a m of h o n e y . 
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The Minis ter suppor t s the Honey Research Committee•s 
recommendation which is in accord with the Government's 
o b j e c t i v e of encouraging r u r a l i n d u s t r i e s to i n c r e a s e t h e i r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s for resea rch over the next f ive yea r s up to 0.5% 
of gross value of product ion (GVP) of the i n d u s t r y . The 
Government has undertaken to match the c o n t r i b u t i o n s of the 
i n d i v i d u a l i n d u s t r i e s to t h i s pe rcen tage in the same time frame. 

The Commonwealth matching c o n t r i b u t i o n to honey r e sea rch 
averaged, over the l a s t t h r e e y e a r s , has been 0.24% of the GVP 
of honey. The r e s u l t of i n c r e a s i n g the r a t e of expor t charge 
to 0.35 cent per kilogram would be e q u i v a l e n t to r a i s i n g the 
percentage to 0.32% of GVP. 

The purpose of the proposed Regula t ions i s to in t roduce from 
1 November 1985 an o p e r a t i v e r a t e of l evy , for r e sea rch 
purposes , of 0.35 cent per ki logram of honey. 
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