
Christmas Island Agreement Amendment 
Act 1983 

N o . 30 of 1983 

An Act relating to the Christmas Island Agreement 

[Assented to 19 June 1983] 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen, and the Senate and the House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Australia, as follows: 

Short title, &c. 
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Christmas Island Agreement 

Amendment Act 1983. 
(2) The Christmas Island Agreement Act 19581 is in this Act referred to as 

the Principal Act. 

Commencement 

2. This Act shall come into operation on a day to be fixed by Proclamation. 

Interpretation 
3. Section 4 of the Principal Act is amended by adding at the end thereof 

the following definition: 
" ' t h e termination agreement' means the agreement a copy of which is set 

out in Schedule 2.". 
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Approval of agreement 
4. Section 6 of the Principal Act is amended by omitting "the Schedule to 

this Act" and substituting "Schedule 1". 

Continuance of Christmas Island Phosphate Commission 
5. Section 7 of the Principal Act is amended— 
(a) by adding at the end of sub-section (1) "until the Commission ceases 

to function in accordance with the termination agreement"; and 
(b) by inserting in sub-section (2) ", until it ceases to function in 

accordance with the termination agreement," after "Commission". 

Schedule 1 
6. The Schedule to the Principal Act is amended by omitting "THE 

S C H E D U L E " and substituting "SCHEDULE 1". 

Schedule 2 
7. The Principal Act is amended by adding at the end thereof the following 

Schedule: 

"SCHEDULE 2 
Section 4 

A G R E E M E N T B E T W E E N T H E G O V E R N M E N T O F A U S T R A L I A A N D T H E 
G O V E R N M E N T O F N E W Z E A L A N D T O P R O V I D E FOR T H E T E R M I N A T I O N O F 

T H E C H R I S T M A S I S L A N D A G R E E M E N T 1958-81 

T h e Gove rnmen t of Aust ra l ia and the G o v e r n m e n t of N e w Zea land , (hereinafter referred to as 
" t h e said G o v e r n m e n t s " ) , 

Desiring to revise their mutua l rights and obligations under the Chr is tmas Island Agreement 
1958-81, in the light of the proposed winding up of the Chr i s tmas Island Phospha te Commission 

H A V E A G R E E D AS F O L L O W S : 

A R T I C L E I 

T h e Chr is tmas Island Phospha te Commission const i tu ted under the Agreement made on 26 
November 1949 between the G o v e r n m e n t of Austral ia and the G o v e r n m e n t of New Zea land , and 
incorpora ted by the Chr i s tmas Island Agreement Act 1949 of Austral ia (hereinafter referred to as " the 
C o m m i s s i o n " ) , shall cease to function as soon as pract icable after the date of en t ry into force of this 
Agreement . 

A R T I C L E II 

T h e Commission shall t ransfer or otherwise divest itself of all licences, author i ty , powers , assets and 
liabilities at a da te or dates and upon te rms acceptable to the said G o v e r n m e n t s . 

A R T I C L E III 

T h e adminis trat ion and distr ibution of moneys held in the special fund crea ted pursuant to 
pa r ag raph 3 of Art icle 6 of the Chr i s tmas Island Agreement 1958-81 shall, from the da te of en t ry into 
force of this Agreement , be the responsibili ty of the G o v e r n m e n t of Austral ia . 

A R T I C L E IV 
T h e Chr i s tmas Island Agreement 1958-81 and this Agreement shall, no twi ths tanding Article 14 of 

the Chr is tmas Island Agreement 1958-81, t e rmina te when the Commission ceases to function. 
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SCHEDULE 2—continued 

A R T I C L E V 

This Agreement shall en te r into force on the da te on which the G o v e r n m e n t of Austral ia notifies 
the G o v e r n m e n t of New Zea land that it has comple ted the processes necessary in Australia to give 
effect to this Agreement . 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F the undersigned, duly author ised there to , have signed the present 
Agreement and affixed there to their seals. 

D O N E at Canbe r ra this Twenty-second day of November 1982. 

A. A. STREET 
L.J.FRANCIS 

For the 
For the 

Government of Australia 
Government of New Zealand". 

NOTE 

1. No . 69, 1958, as amended. For previous amendments , see No. 216, 1973; and No. 107, 
1981. 
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