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An Act to amend the Aged Persons Hostels Act 1972.

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen, the Senate and the House of Representatives of Australia, as follows:—
Short title and citation.
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Aged Persons Hostels Act 1974.
(2) The Aged Persons Hostels Act 1972 is in this Act referred to as the Principal Act.
(3) The Principal Act, as amended by this Act, may be cited as the Aged Persons Hostels Act 1972-1974.
Commencement.
2.	This Act shall come into operation on the day on which it receives the Royal Assent.
Interpretation.
3.	Section 3 of the Principal Act is amended—
(a) by omitting from sub-section (1) the definition of “prescribed organization” and substituting the following definition:—
“‘prescribed organization’ means—
(a) an eligible organization that, at the commencement of this Act, was conducting a qualifying subsidized home or a qualifying unsubsidized home; or
(b) any other eligible organization that has become a prescribed organization for the purposes of this Act in accordance with sub-section 8a(4); and
(b) by omitting the definition of “the prescribed number of aged persons” and substituting the following definition:—
“‘the prescribed number of aged persons’ means—
(a) in relation to a prescribed organization referred to in paragraph (a) of the definition of ‘prescribed organization’ in this sub-section—the sum of—
(i) twice the number of aged persons for whose accommodation provision was made, at the commencement of this Act, at a qualifying unsubsidized home, or at qualifying subsidized homes, of the organization; and
(ii) half the number of aged persons for whose accommodation provision was made, at the commencement of this Act, at a qualifying subsidized home, or at qualifying subsidized homes, of the organization; or
(b) in relation to a prescribed organization referred to in paragraph (b) of that definition—the number of aged persons that is, by virtue of sub-section 8a(4), the prescribed number of aged persons in respect of the organization;
Amounts of grants.
4.	Section 7 of the Principal Act is amended by omitting sub-section (2) and substituting the following sub-section:—
“(2) The amount of the grant shall not exceed an amount ascertained in accordance with a method determined by the Minister by writing under his hand.
Grants for furnishings.
5.	Section 8 of the Principal Act is amended by omitting the words “the rate of Two hundred and fifty dollars”, and substituting the words, “a rate determined by the Minister by writing under his hand


Transfer of rights in respect of aged persons.
6.	After section 8 of the Principal Act the following section is inserted:—
“8A. (1) Where the prescribed number of aged persons in respect of a prescribed organization exceeds the total of the numbers of aged persons and staff in respect of whose accommodation at a hostel or hostels the Director-General has made, or has agreed to make, a grant to the organization under this Act, the organization may agree to transfer its rights under this Act in respect of aged persons to a number not exceeding the excess to another eligible organization.
“(2) An agreement referred to in sub-section (1) is of no force or effect unless or until it is approved by the Director-General.
“(3) The Director-General shall not approve an agreement to transfer rights to an eligible organization unless he is satisfied that, if he approves the transfer—
(a) the eligible organization proposes to seek approval under this Act as a hostel of a building erected or to be erected or purchased or to be purchased by the organization; and
(b) the number of aged persons and staff in respect of whose accommodation at the hostel a grant could be made to the organization under this Act would be approximately equal to the number of aged persons that would, in the application of section 7 in relation to that hostel, be the prescribed number of aged persons in respect of the organization.
“(4) Where the Director-General approves an agreement by a prescribed organization to transfer rights under this Act in respect of a specified number of aged persons to an eligible organization that is not a prescribed organization—
(a) the eligible organization becomes a prescribed organization for the purposes of this Act; and
(b) the prescribed number of aged persons, in relation to the organization, is a number of aged persons equal to that specified number of aged persons.
“(5) Without limiting the application of sub-section 7(3)—
(a) where the amount of a grant under section 6 to a prescribed organization in respect of a hostel is to be determined after the Director-General has approved an agreement by the prescribed organization to transfer its rights under this Act in respect of a specified number of aged persons to another organization, section 7 applies to the prescribed organization as if the prescribed number of aged persons in respect of the organization were reduced by the specified number of aged persons; and
(b) where the Director-General has approved an agreement transferring rights under this Act in respect of a specified number of aged persons to an organization that was, before the approval, a prescribed organization, section 7 applies, for the purposes of determining the amount of a grant under section 6 to the prescribed organization after the approval, as if the prescribed number of aged persons in respect of the organization were increased by the specified number of aged persons.”.
Transitional provisions.
7.	(1) Where—
(a) a grant of moneys was made to a prescribed organization—
(i) under section 6 of the Principal Act in respect of the capital cost of an approved hostel; or
(ii) under section 8 of the Principal Act in respect of the provision of furnishings in an approved hostel,
on or after 1 April 1974 and before the commencement of this Act; or
(b) a grant of moneys so made to a prescribed organization before 1 April 1974, or an instalment of such a grant, was or is paid to the prescribed organization on or after that date,
the Director-General may, in his discretion, on behalf of Australia, make an additional grant of moneys to the prescribed organization in respect of the capital cost of the hostel or for the provision of furnishings in the hostel, as the case requires.


(2) The additional grant that may be made to an organization under sub-section (1) in respect of the capital cost of an approved hostel or in respect of the provision of furnishings in an approved hostel shall not exceed the amount by which the amount of the grant made to the organization under the Principal Act for that purpose is less than the maximum amount of the grant that the Director-General would, under the Principal Act as amended by this Act, be authorized to make to the organization on the date of commencement of this Act for that purpose if he had not previously made a grant to the organization for that purpose under the Principal Act.
(3) Sub-section 6(2) of the Principal Act as amended by this Act applies to and in relation to an additional grant of moneys made under sub-section (1) of this section as if it were a grant of moneys made under sub-section 6(1) of the Principal Act as amended by this Act.
(4) Grants under this section are payable out of moneys appropriated by the Parliament from time to time for the purposes of the Principal Act or of the Principal Act as amended at any time.
Validation.
8.	Where, on or after 1 April 1974 and before the commencement of this Act, a grant of moneys was made to a prescribed organization as an additional grant in respect of the capital cost of a hostel or for the provision of furnishings in a hostel, being a grant that would have been authorized by sub-section 7(1) if that sub-section had been in operation at the time of the grant, payment of any moneys in respect of that grant, and any other thing done in relation to that grant, before or after the commencement of this section shall be deemed to have been, or to be, as valid, and has effect, as if section 7 had come into force on 1 April 1974 and the additional grant had been made under that section.
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