
Public Service Act (No. 2) 1973 

No. 71 of 1973 

AN ACT 
To amend the Public Service Act 1922-1972 as amended by 

the Public Service Act 1973 

[Assented to 18 June 1973] 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen, the Senate and the House of 
Representatives of Australia, as follows:— 

Short title 
and citation. 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Public Service Act (No. 2) 1973. 

(2) The Public Service Act 1922-1972,* as amended by the Public 
Service Act 1.973,† is in this Act referred to as the Principal Act. 

(3) Section 1 of the Public Service Act 1973 is amended by omitting 
sub-section (2). 

(4) The Principal Act, as amended by this Act, may be cited as the 
Public Service Act 1922-1973. 

Commence­
ment. 

2. This Act shall come into operation on the day on which it receives 
the Royal Assent. 

* Act N o . 21, 1922 as amended by No. 46, 1924; N o . 4 1 , 1928; No . 19, 1930; No. 21, 1931; No. 72, 1932; 
N o . 38. 1933; Nos . 45 and 46, 1934; No . 72, 1936; N o . 4 1 , 1937; N o . 72, 1939; No . 88, 1940; Mo. 5. 1941; No . 19, 
1943; Nos . 11, 29 and 43 . 1945; N o . 16. 1946; Nos. 1, 38, 52 and 84, 1947; N os . 35 and 75, 1948; Nos. 51 and 80, 
1950; Nos . 46 and 48, 1951; N o . 22. 1953; No . 63, 1954; N o . 18, 1955; Nos. 13 and 39, 1957; No. 11, 1958; Nos . 17 
and 105, 1960; Nos. 2 and 75, 1964; Nas. 47 and 85. 1965; Nos , 2 and 115, 1967; Nos. 59, 114 and 120, 1968 ; 
and N o . 6. 1972. 

† Act N o . 21 , 1973, 
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Performance 
of duties 
of officer 
in absence. 

3. Section 88 of the Principal Act is amended by adding at the end 
thereof the following sub-section:— 

"(2) Where an office referred to in sub-section (1) is an office in a 
Department, an officer temporarily performing the duties of that office 
under this Act may perform or exercise any duty, obligation, right or 
power that he would have been able to perform or exercise if the Governor-
General had given a direction to him under sub-section (I) in relation 
to that office.". 

Second 
and Third 
Schedules. 

4. The Second and Third Schedules to the Principal Act are repealed 
and the Schedules set out in Schedule 1 are substituted. 

Formal 
amendments. 

5. The Principal Act is amended as set out in Scheduled. 
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S C H E D U L E 1 Section 4 

S C H E D U L E S T O B E I N S E R T E D I N T H E P R I N C I P A L A C T 

SCHEDULE 2 Sections 7 and 10 
Depar tments 

T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the Sena te 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the H o u s e of Representat ives 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the P a r l i a m e n t a r y Library 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the Pa r l i amen ta ry Repor t ing Staff 
T h e Joint H o u s e D e p a r t m e n t 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Abor ig ina l Affairs 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of A i r 
T h e Depa r tmen t of the A r m y 
T h e At to rney-Genera l ' s D e p a r t m e n t 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the Cap i t a l Ter r i tory 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Civil Av ia t ion 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of C u s t o m s a n d Excise 
T h e Depa r tmen t of Defence 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Educa t i on 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the E n v i r o n m e n t a n d Conservat ion 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Externa l Terr i tor ies 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Fore ign Affairs 
T h e Depa r tmen t of H e a l t h 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of H o u s i n g 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of I m m i g r a t i o n 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of L a b o u r 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the M e d i a 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Minera l s a n d Energy 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the N a v y 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of N o r t h e r n Deve lopment 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the N o r t h e r n Terr i tory 
T h e Depa r tmen t of Overseas T r a d e 
T h e Pos tmas te r -Genera l ' s D e p a r t m e n t 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of P r i m a r y I n d u s t r y 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the P r ime Minister a n d Cabine t 
T h e Repat r ia t ion D e p a r t m e n t 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Science 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Secondary Indus t ry 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Services a n d Proper ty 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Social Securi ty 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of t h e Special Minis ter of S ta te 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Supp ly 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of T o u r i s m a n d Recreat ion 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of T r a n s p o r t 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of the T r e a s u r y 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of U r b a n a n d Regional Development 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of W o r k s 
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SCHEDULE 1—continued 
SCHEDULES TO BE INSERTED IN THE PRINCIPAL ACT—continued 

S C H E D U L E 3 Section 25 
Permanent Heads of Departments 

T h e Cle rk of t h e Sena te 
T h e Clerk of the H o u s e of Representat ives 
T h e Pa r l i amen ta ry Librar ian 
T h e Pr incipal P a r l i a m e n t a r y Repor te r 
T h e Secre tary o f t h e Jo in t House D e p a r t m e n t 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Abor ig ina l Affairs 
T h e Secretary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Air 
T h e Secretary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of the A r m y 
T h e Secretary t o the At to rney-Genera l ' s D e p a r t m e n t 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of the Capital 1 Ter r i to ry 
T h e D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of Civil Avia t ion 
T h e C o m p t r o l l e r - G e n e r a l of Cus toms 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Defence 
T h e Secretary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Educa t ion 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of the Env i ronmen t a n d Conse rva t ion 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of External Terr i tor ies 
T h e Secre tary to the D e p a r t m e n t of Fore ign Affairs 
T h e D i r ec to r -Gene ra l of Hea l th 
The Secretary to the D e p a r t m e n t of Hous ing 
T h e Secretary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Immigra t ion 
T h e Secretary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of L a b o u r 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of the Med ia 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Minerals a n d Energy 
T h e Secre tary to t h e D e p a r t m e n t of the N a v y 
T h e Secre tary to the D e p a r t m e n t of N o r t h e r n Deve lopment 
T h e Secretary to the D e p a r t m e n t of the N o r t h e r n Ter r i to ry 
T h e Secretary to the D e p a r t m e n t of Overseas T r a d e 
T h e D i r ec to r -Gene ra l of Posts a n d Telegraphs 
T h e Secretary to the D e p a r t m e n t of Pr imary Indus t ry 
T h e Secretary to the D e p a r t m e n t of the Pr ime Minister a n d Cabine t 
T h e office u n d e r the Repatriation Act 1920-1973 of C h a i r m a n of the Repat r ia t ion Commiss ion 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Science 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Secondary Indus t ry 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Services and Proper ty 
T h e D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of Social Services 
T h e Secretary to the D e p a r t m e n t of the Special Minis ter of Sta te 
T h e Secretary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Supply 
T h e Secretary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Tour i sm a n d Recrea t ion 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Transpor t 
T h e Secretary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of the Treasury 
T h e Secre tary t o the D e p a r t m e n t of U r b a n a n d Regiona l Deve lopmen t 
T h e D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of W o r k s 
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S C H E D U L E 2 Section 5 

F O R M A L A M E N D M E N T S 

1. T h e following provisions of the Pr incipal Act a re amended by omi t t ing any n u m b e r 
expressed in w o r d s that is used, whether wi th o r w i thou t the addi t ion of a letter o r let ters, 
to identify a section of that Act or of a n o t h e r Act , and subst i tut ing that n u m b e r expressed 
in figures:— 

Sect ions 7 (1) (definitions of "Chief Officer", " N a t i o n a l Service", "Re tu rned S o l d i e r " , 
" S e l e c t i o n T e s t " , " T h e C o m m o n w e a l t h S e r v i c e " and " t h e prescr ibed educa t iona l 
qua l i f i ca t ion" ) , 24 (5), 25 (4A), 31 (3), 36 (1), 38 ( i ) , 40 (2) and (3), 46 (3), 47A (2) a n d 
(4), 47AA, 47B (4), 48 (3), 48AA (1), 50 (7A), 53A (1), 53B (5), 53c (5), 54B (6) a n d (7), 
54c , 68 (3) a n d (12), 68D, 68E ( 1 ) , 68F (1), 70 (2), 72 (5), 72AA, 75A (1), 76 (10), 81A 
(definition of " S t a t e employee") 8 1 D (2), 8 1 F (1), 81G, 81J, 8 1 K (2), 8 1 L (definition of 
" S t a t e e m p l o y e e " ) 8 1 P (2), 8lR (1), 81v (2), 8 1 Y (definition of " e m p l o y e e " ) , 81z (1), 
81zc (definition of " e m p l o y e e " ) , 8 1 Z D ( 1 ) and (2), 8 1 Z G (1) a n d (4), 8 1 Z H (definitions 
of "c lass i f ied o f f i c e " , " e m p l o y e e " , " t h e da te of t r a n s f e r " a n d " t r a n s f e r r e d w o r k " ) , 
8 1 Z J (1), 82 (13), 82AA (1), (2) and (8), 82A a n d 97 (1) (q) . 

2 . T h e following provisions of the Pr incipal Act a re amended by omi t t ing the w o r d s 
"of this A c t " , "to this A c t " , " o f this s e c t i o n " or " o f this s u b - s e c t i o n " (wherever 
o c c u r r i n g ) : — 

Sec t ion 7 (1) (definitions of " C h i e f Officer", "Selection Test", " T h e C o m m o n w e a l t h 
S e r v i c e " a n d " t h e prescribed educa t iona l qualification"), 8A (3), 9 ( 8 ) , 24 (5), 25 (7), 
2 9 (5), 31 (3), 36 (1), 40 (2) a n d (3), 45 (4) a n d (5), 46 (3), 47A (2), 47AA, 48 (3), 50 (5), 
(7A), (8D) , (8F) and (13), 53A (1) a n d (3), 53B (4) a n d (5), 53c (4) a n d (5), 54 (4), (5), ( 6 ) , 
(7) a n d ( 8 ) , 54B (3), (4) a n d (7), 54c , 55 (5) (c), (8) a n d (9A), 68 (8) a n d (12), 68E (1), 
68F (definition of " s a l a r y " ) , 70 (2), 72 (5), 72AA (1), 73 (2), 74 (3A) and (4), 76 (3) a n d 
(10), 8 1 D (2), 81F (1), 81J, 8 1 K (2), 8 1 P (2), 8 1 R (1), 8 1 Y (definition of " e m p l o y e e " ) , 
8 1 z c (definition of " e m p l o y e e " ) , 81ZG (1) a n d (5), 82 (4), (11) and (13), 82AA (2), (3) 
a n d (5) a n d 97 (1) (q). 
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S C H E D U L E 2—continued 

3. The Principal Act is further a m e n d e d as set ou t in the following table:— 

Provision Amendment 

S e c t i o n 4 Omit " t h e F i r s t S c h e d u l e t o t h i s A c t s u b s t i t u t e " S c h e d u l e 1 " . 
S e c t i o n 7 ( I ) (de f in i t i on of 

" D e p a r t m e n t " ) 
O m i t " t h e S e c o n d S c h e d u l e t o t h i s A c t " , s u b s t i t u t e " S c h e d u l e 2". 

S e c t i o n 7 ( i ) (def in i t ion of 
" R e t u r n e d s o l d i e r " ) 

O m i t " t h e e l e v e n t h d a y o f N o v e m b e r , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e 
h u n d r e d a n d e i g h t e e n " , s u b s t i t u t e "11th N o v e m b e r , 1918," . 

S e c t i o n 7 (1) (de f in i t ion o f 
" T h e W a r " ) 

O m i t " t h e f o u r t h d a y o f A u g u s t , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d a n d 
f o u r t e e n " , s u b s t i t u t e " 4 t h A u g u s t , 1914". 

S e c t i o n 7A Omit " t h e S e c o n d S c h e d u l e " ( w h e r e v e r o c c u r r i n g ) , s u b s t i t u t e 
" S c h e d u l e 2 " . 

S e c t i o n 10 O m i t " t h e S e c o n d S c h e d u l e t o t h i s A c t " , s u b s t i t u t e " S c h e d u l e 2 " . 
S e c t i o n 2 5 (1) O m i t " t h e T h i r d S c h e d u l e t o t h i s A c t " , s u b s t i t u t e " S c h e d u l e 3 " . 
S e c t i o n 34 ( d ) O m i t " t h e F o u r t h S c h e d u l e t o t h i s A c t " , s u b s t i t u t e " S c h e d u l e 4 " . 
S e c t i o n 50 ( S C ) O m i t " t h e S i x t h S c h e d u l e t o t h i s A c t " , s u b s t i t u t e " S c h e d u l e 6 " , 
S e c t i o n 55 (1) (g) O m i t " t h e F o u r t h S c h e d u l e t o t h i s A c t " , s u b s t i t u t e " S c h e d u l e 4 " . 
S e c t i o n 55 (7) O m i t " t h e F i f t h S c h e d u l e t o t h i s A c t " , s u b s t i t u t e " S c h e d u l e 5". 
S e c t i o n 6 8 ( 6 ) O m i t " t h e first d a y o f J a n u a r y , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d a n d 

s i x t y - s e v e n , " , s u b s t i t u t e "1st J a n u a r y , 1967," . 
S e c t i o n 68 (7) O m i t " t h e first d a y o f J a n u a r y , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d a n d 

s i x t y - s i x , " ( w h e r e v e r o c c u r r i n g ) , s u b s t i t u t e " 1 s t J a n u a r y , 1 9 6 6 , " . 
S e c t i o n 68A (1) O m i t " t h e first d a y o f J a n u a r y , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d a n d 

s i x t y - s e v e n , " ( w h e r e v e r o c c u r r i n g ) , s u b s t i t u t e "1st J a n u a r y , 1967 , " . 
S e c t i o n 68A (1) O m i t " t h e first d a y o f J a n u a r y , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d a n d 

s i x t y - s e v e n , " ( w h e r e v e r o c c u r r i n g ) , s u b s t i t u t e "1st J a n u a r y , 1967 , " . 

S e c t i o n 7 1 A (4) O m i t " t h e t h i r t i e t h d a y o f J u n e , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d 
a n d s ix ty-f ive" , s u b s t i t u t e "30 th J u n e , 1965". 

S e c t i o n 7 5 A ( 1 ) O m i t " t h e t w e l f t h d a y of J u n e , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d a n d 
f o r t y - o n e , " , s u b s t i t u t e "12 th J u n e , 1941,". 

S e c t i o n 8 1 A (def in i t ion of 
" S t a t e e m p l o y e e " ) 

O m i t " t h e th i r t y - f i r s t d a y o f J a n u a r y , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d 
a n d f o r t y - t w o " , s u b s t i t u t e " 3 1 s t J a n u a r y , 1 9 4 2 " . 

S e c t i o n 81J O m i t " t h e n i n e t e e n t h d a y of J u l y , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d 
a n d s i x t e e n , " , s u b s t i t u t e " 1 9 t h J u l y , 1 9 1 6 , " , 

S e c t i o n 81L (de f in i t ion o f 
" S t a t e e m p l o y e e " ) ( a ) (iii) 

( a ) O m i t " t h e first d a y o f S e p t e m b e r , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d 
a n d f o r t y - t w o " , s u b s t i t u t e "1st S e p t e m b e r , 1942" , 

(b) O m i t " t h e th i r ty- f i r s t d a y o f A u g u s t , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e 
h u n d r e d a n d f o r t y - t w o , " , s u b s t i t u t e "31st A u g u s t , 1942,". 

S e c t i o n 81R O m i t " t h e first d a y of J u l y , O n e t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d a n d 
f o r t y - s i x , " , s u b s t i t u t e " 1 s t J u l y , 1 9 4 6 . " . 

S e c t i o n 82 (9) a n d (10) O m i t " t h e F o u r t h S c h e d u l e t o th i s A c t " , s u b s t i t u t e " S c h e d u l e 4". 
S c h e d u l e s (a) O m i t " S C H E D U L E S . " . 

(b) O m i t " F I R S T S C H E D U L E . " , s u b s t i t u t e " S C H E D U L E 1 " . 
(c) Omit " F O U R T H S C H E D U L E . " , s u b s t i t u t e " S C H E D U L E 

4 " . 
( d ) O m i t " F I F T H S C H E D U L E . " , s u b s t i t u t e " S C H E D U L E 5 " . 
(e) O m i t " S I X T H S C H E D U L E . " , s u b s t i t u t e " S C H E D U L E 6 " . 
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