
1956. Distillation. No . 74. 

DISTILLATION. 

No. 7 4 o f 1956 . 

A n Ac t t o amen d th e Distillation Act 1901-1954 . 

[Assented t o 29t h October , 1956. ] 

BE i t enacte d b y th e Queen’ s Mos t Excellen t Majesty , th e Senate , 
and th e Hous e o f Representative s o f th e Commonwealt h o f 

Australia, a s follows:— 

Short title 
and citation . 

1.—(1.) Thi s Ac t ma y b e cite d a s th e Distillation Act 1956 . 

(2.) Th e Distillation Act 1901–1954 * i s i n thi s Ac t referre d t o 
as the Principa l Act . 

(3.) Th e Principa l Act , a s amende d b y thi s Act , ma y b e cite d 
as the Distillation Act 1901–1956 . 

Commencement. 2 . Thi s Ac t shal l com e int o operatio n o n th e da y o n whic h i t 
receives the Roya l Assent . 

3. After  sectio n fifty-seve n o f th e Principa l Ac t th e followin g 
sections ar e inserted i n Par t V I A . : — 

Application 
of Part . 

“57A. Thi s Par t applie s t o an d i n relatio n t o th e fortificatio n 
of Australia n win e with spirit — 

(a) whic h i s subjec t t o th e contro l o f th e Customs ; o r 
(b) i n respec t o f whic h a n entry , specifyin g tha t th e spiri t i s 

for us e fo r fortifyin g Australia n wine , ha s bee n made . 

Definition. “57B. I n thi s Part , ‘matured  win e spirit ’ means — 
(a) spiri t distille d wholl y fro m wine , th e fermente d juic e o f 

fresh grapes , by a  pot-stil l o r simila r proces s a t a  strengt h 
not exceedin g fort y pe r centu m ove r proof ; o r 

(b) spiri t distille d wholl y fro m wine , th e fermente d juic e o f fres h 
grapes, bein g blende d spiri t containin g no t les s tha n 
twenty-five pe r centu m o f spiri t o f th e kin d referre d 
to i n th e las t precedin g paragraph , 

being, i n eithe r case , spiri t tha t ha s bee n matured , whil e subjec t 
to th e contro l o f th e Customs , b y storag e i n woo d fo r a  perio d o f 
not les s than tw o years.” . 

* Ac t No . 8, 1901 , as amende d b y No . 21 , 1906; No . 34 , 1918; No . 9 , 1923 ; No . 13 , 1925 ; 
No. 3 , 1931 ; No . 8, 1934 ; No . 86, 1947; No . 80, 1950; No . 54 , 1952 ; an d No . 55 , 1954. 
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Maximum 
strength of 
wine. 

4 . Sectio n fifty-nine  o f the Principa l Ac t is  amended b y omittin g 
sub-sections (1. ) an d (2. ) an d insertin g i n thei r stea d th e followin g 
sub-sections:— 

“(1.) Subjec t t o thi s section , Australia n win e shal l no t b e 
fortified— 

(a) s o as to contai n mor e than fort y pe r centum o f proo f spirit ; 
or 

(b) wit h an y othe r spiri t tha n pur e win e spiri t o f a  strengt h no t 
less tha n thirt y pe r centu m ove r proof . 

“(2.) Australia n win e ma y b e fortifie d wit h mature d win e spiri t 
of a  strengt h no t les s than proof , th e flavouring an d colouring matte r 
(if any) in which are of kinds approved by the Collector for the purposes 
of thi s sub-sectio n an d d o no t caus e obscuratio n o f th e strengt h o f 
the win e spiri t exceedin g thre e pe r centu m proo f spirit . 

“(2A.) Australia n win e ma y b e fortifie d wit h pur e win e spirit , 
not being matured wine spirit, of a strength less than thirty per centum 
over proof if — 

(a) th e strength o f the spiri t i s not less than te n per centum ove r 
proof; an d 

(b) th e Collecto r i s satisfie d tha t th e win e i s t o remai n unde r 
the contro l o f th e Custom s fo r a  perio d o f no t les s tha n 
two year s afte r th e dat e o f it s las t fortificatio n wit h 
spirit o f that kind . 

“(2B.) Australia n win e tha t ha s bee n fortifie d wit h pur e win e 
spirit o f th e kin d referre d t o i n th e las t precedin g sub-sectio n shal l 
not b e remove d fro m th e contro l o f th e Custom s withi n a  perio d 
of tw o years afte r th e dat e o f it s las t fortificatio n wit h spiri t o f tha t 
kind.”. 

5. After  sectio n seventy-seve n o f th e Principa l Ac t th e followin g 
section i s inserted: — 

Removal of 
spirits when 
licence ceases 
to be in force. 

“77A. Wher e a  licenc e has , b y virtu e o f sectio n fifteen  o f thi s 
Act, ceased to be in force or has been cancelled, or a licence has expired 
and ha s no t bee n renewed , a  perso n shal l not , excep t b y authority , 
remove, o r caus e t o b e removed, spirit s o n whic h dut y ha s not bee n 
paid fro m th e premise s tha t were , unde r th e licence , th e license d 
premises o f th e holde r o f th e licence . 

Penalty: Fiv e hundred pounds.” . 

6. Afte r sectio n eighty-on e o f th e Principa l Ac t th e followin g 
sections are inserted: — 

Removal of 
spirits on 
cancellation, 
&c., of licence. 

“82.—(1.) Wher e a  licenc e has, by virtu e o f section fiftee n o f thi s 
Act, cease d t o b e i n forc e o r ha s bee n cancelled , o r a  licenc e ha s 
expired an d ha s no t bee n renewed , th e Collecto r ma y caus e an y 
spirits, being spirit s on which dut y ha s not been paid, o n the premises 
that were , unde r th e licence , th e license d premise s o f th e holde r o f 

Authorised Version C1956A00074



1956. Distillation. No. 74.

the licence, and, if he thinks fit, the vessels and packages in which
those spirits are contained, to be removed to a Queen's warehouse or
such other place of security as the Collector thinks fit.

" (2.) Unless, within six months after the removal of spirits,
vessels and packages under the last preceding sub-eection-i-

fa) they are claimed, in writing, by the person entitled to them;
and

(b) the duty, expenses of removal, warehouse rent and charges
and other storage charges (if any) on or in respect of them
are paid,

they may be sold by the Collector.

" (3.) The duty to be paid on spirits claimed under the last
preceding sub-section shall be calculated at the rate in force at the time
when the duty is paid.

"82A.-(1.) Spirits, vessels and packages which the Collector
is authorized to sell by the last preceding section (in this section
referred to as 'removed goods ') shall not be sold except by auction
or by tender and after such public notice as is prescribed or, if no
such notice is prescribed, after reasonable public notice.

" (2.) Removed goods may be sold either free of duty or subject
to duty.

"(3.) The conditions on which removed goods are offered for
sale shall include conditions that no bid or tender shall necessarily
be accepted and that upon the acceptance of a bid or tender the
successful bidder or tenderer shall pay the price in cash forthwith.

" (4.) If no bid or tender satisfactory to the Collector is made
or received, removed goods may be re-oflered for sale until such a bid
or tender is made or received.

"(5.) The proceeds of a sale of removed goods by the Collector
shall be applied-

(a) in payment of the expenses of the sale;
(b) unless the goods are sold subject to duty, in payment of the

duty on the goods;
(c) in payment of the expenses of the removal of the goods in

pursuance of the last preceding section; and
(d) in payment of the warehouse rent and charges and other

storage charges (if any) in respect of the goods,
in that order, and the balance, if any, shall be paid to the Treasurer
on account of the person entitled to it.

"(6.) The rate of duty applicable to removed goods sold by the
Collector is the rate in force at the time of the sale.".

Sale by
Collector of
removed
spirits, &0.
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