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DEFENCE. 

No. 7 2 o f 1956 . 

A n A c t t o a m e n d th e Defence Act 1903 -1953 . 

[Assented t o 29t h October , 1956. ] 

BE i t enacte d b y th e Queen’ s Mos t Excellen t Majesty , th e Senate , 
and th e Hous e o f Representative s o f th e Commonwealt h o f 

Australia, a s follows: — 

Short title 
and citation. 

1.—(1.) Thi s Ac t ma y b e cite d a s th e Defence Act 1956 . 
(2.) Th e Defence Act 1903–1953 * is i n thi s Ac t referre d t o a s th e 

Principal Act . 
(3.) Th e Principa l Act , a s amende d b y thi s Act , ma y b e cite d a s 

the Defence Act 1903–1956 . 

Commencement. 2. Thi s Ac t shal l com e int o operatio n o n th e da y o n whic h i t 
receives the Roya l Assent . 

Definitions. 3. Sectio n fou r o f th e Principa l Ac t i s amended — 
(a) b y omittin g th e definitio n o f “Air  Forc e A c t ” and insertin g 

in it s stead th e followin g definition: — 
“‘Air Forc e Act’—Mean s th e Imperia l Ac t calle d 

the Ai r Forc e Ac t a s i n forc e o n th e da y o n 
which th e Air Force Act 193 9 cam e int o 
operation an d a s applie d i n relatio n t o th e Ai r 
Force an d th e member s o f tha t Forc e b y sectio n 
five o f th e Air Force Act 1923–1956 , wit h suc h 
modifications, adaptation s an d exception s a s ar e 
prescribed unde r th e last-mentione d Act.” ; an d 

(b) b y omittin g th e definitio n o f “Army  A c t ” and insertin g i n 
its stead th e followin g definition: — 

“‘Army Act’—Mean s th e Imperia l Ac t calle d th e 
Army Ac t a s i n forc e o n th e da y o n whic h th e 
Defence Act 195 6 cam e int o operation.” . 

Period of 
enlistment. 

4. Sectio n thirty-six o f th e Principal Ac t i s amended — 
(a) b y insertin g i n th e first  proviso , afte r th e wor d “on”,  th e 

words “or  before” ; an d 
(b) b y omittin g the secon d proviso . 

* Ac t No . 20, 1903 , as amended b y No . 12 , 1904; No . 15 , 1909; Nos . 30 and 37 , 1910; No . 15; 
1911; No . 5, 1912; No . 36, 1914; No . 3, 1915; No . 36, 1917; Nos . 16 and 17 , 1918; No . 1, 1927; 
No. 50, 1932; No . 45, 1934; Nos . 13, 38, 70 and 74 , 1939; No . 4, 1941; No . 11,  1945; No . 78, 1947 
No. 35 , 1948; No . 71 , 1949 ; No . 80, 1950; Nos . 19 and 59,  1951 ; No . 98, 1952 ; an d No . 20, 1953 
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5. Sectio n eighty-eigh t o f th e Principa l Ac t i s repeale d an d th e 
following sectio n inserted i n it s stead: — 

Laws applicabl e 
to 
courts-martial. 

“88. Subjec t to this Act and to such modifications an d adaptation s 
as ar e prescribed , th e provision s o f th e Arm y Ac t an d th e Rule s o f 
Procedure mad e unde r tha t Ac t i n relatio n to — 

(a) th e composition , procedur e (includin g th e receptio n o f 
evidence) an d power s o f courts-martia l i n th e Queen’ s 
Regular Lan d Forces ; 

(b) th e confirmation , revision , effec t an d consequence s o f th e 
findings an d sentence s o f thos e courts-martial ; an d 

(c) th e mitigation , remission , commutatio n an d suspensio n o f 
sentences impose d b y thos e courts-martial , 

shall appl y i n relatio n t o courts-martia l i n th e Militar y Force s an d 
their findings  an d sentences.” . 
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