
CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS. 

No. 32 of 1945. 
An Act to approve the Charter of the United 

Nations. 

[Assented to 24th September, 1945.] 
[Date of commencement, 22nd October, 1945.] 

Preamble. WHEREAS at the city of San Francisco on the twenty-sixth day 
of June, One thousand nine hundred and forty-five an 

instrument which is entitled the Charter of the United Nations and 
which provides for the establishment of an international organization 
to be known as the United Nations was signed on behalf of Australia: 

AND WHEREAS it is desirable that the Charter of the United 
Nations should be approved by the Parliament: 
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B E it therefore enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
the Senate, and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Australia, as follows:— 

Short title. 1. This Act may be cited as the Charter of the United Nations Act 
1945. 

Definition. 2 . In this Act " the Charter of the United Nations" means the 
instrument so entitled which was signed at the city of San Francisco 
on the twenty-sixth day of June, One thousand nine hundred and 
forty-five and which provides for the establishment of an international 
organization to be known as the United Nations. 

Approval of 
Charter. 

3 . The Charter of the United Nations (a copy of which is set 
out in the Schedule to this Act) is approved. 

THE SCHEDULE. 

CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
W E T H E P E O P L E S O F T H E U N I T E D NATIONS 
DETERMINED 

t o save succeeding generat ions from t h e scourge of war. which twice in our 
lifetime has brought un to ld sorrow to mankind , a n d 
t o reaffirm faith in fundamenta l h u m a n r ights , in the d igni ty and worth of 
the h u m a n person, in t h e equal rights of men a n d women and of na t ions large 
a n d small, and 
to establish condit ions under which justice a n d respect for the obligations arising 
from treat ies and o ther sources of in ternat ional law can be mainta ined, and 
to p romote social progress and be t te r s t andards of life in larger freedom. 

AND FOR T H E S E E N D S 
to pract ise tolerance and live together in peace with one ano ther as good 
neighbours, and 
to uni te our s t rength t o ma in ta in in ternat ional peace a n d security, and 
to ensure, by t h e acceptance of principles a n d t h e ins t i tu t ion of methods , t h a t 
a rmed force shall no t be used, save in the common interest , and 
to employ in ternat ional machinery for t h e promotion of t h e economic and social 
advancement of all peoples, 

HAVE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS 
TO ACCOMPLISH THESE AIMS. 

Accordingly, our respective Governments , th rough representat ives assembled 
in t h e ci ty of San Francisco, who have exhibi ted thei r full powers found t o be 
in good and due form, have agreed t o the present Char te r of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions 
a n d do hereby establish an in ternat ional Organization t o be known as t h e United 
Nat ions . 

CHAPTER I 
PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES 

Article 1 
The Purposes of the Uni ted Nat ions a r e : 
1. T o main ta in in ternat ional peace a n d securi ty, a n d t o t h a t e n d : t o t ake effective 

collective measures for the prevent ion and removal of th rea t s t o t h e peace, a n d for 
t h e suppression of ac ts of aggression or o ther breaches of t h e peace, a n d t o bring 
abou t by peaceful means , and in conformity wi th the principles of justice and inter­
nat ional law, ad jus tment or se t t lement of in ternat ional disputes or s i tuat ions which 
might lead to a breach of t h e p e a c e ; 

2. T o develop friendly relations among nat ions based on respect for t h e principle 
of equal r ights and self-determination of peoples, and to t ake o ther appropr ia te 
measures t o s t rengthen universal p e a c e ; 
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T H E SCHEDULE—cont inued . 

3. T o achieve in terna t ional cooperation in solving internat ional problems of an 
economic, social, cul tural , or humani ta r i an character , and in promot ing and 
encouraging respect for h u m a n r ights and for fundamenta l freedoms for all w i thou t 
dist inction as t o race, sex, language, or re l ig ion; and 

4. T o be a center for harmonizing t h e act ions of nat ions in the a t t a i n m e n t of 
these common ends. 

Article 2 
The Organization and i t s Members, in pursui t of the Purposes s ta ted in Article 1, 

shall a c t in accordance with t h e following Principles. 
1. The Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign equal i ty of alt 

i ts Members. 
2. All Members, in order to ensure t o all of them the r ights and benefits resulting 

from membersh ip , shall fulfil in good faith t h e obligations assumed by them in 
accordance wi th t h e present Charter . 

3. All Members shall set t le the i r internat ional disputes by peaceful means in 
such a m a n n e r t h a t in ternat ional peace and security, and just ice, are n o t endangered. 

4. All Members shall refrain in their in ternat ional relations from t h e t h r ea t or 
use of force agains t the terr i tor ial integr i ty or political independence of a n y s ta te , 
or in a n y o the r manne r inconsistent with t h e Purposes of t h e Uni ted Nat ions . 

5. All Members shall give t h e Uni ted Nat ions every assistance in a n y act ion i t 
t akes in accordance wi th t h e present Charter , and shall refrain from giving assistance 
to a n y S ta t e against which the Uni ted Nat ions is t ak ing prevent ive or enforcement 
act ion. 

6. T h e Organizat ion shall ensure t h a t s ta tes which are no t members of the Uni ted 
Nat ions ac t in accordance wi th these Principles so far as m a y be necessary for t h e 
maintenance of in ternat ional peace and securi ty. 

7. No th ing contained in the present Char ter shall author ize t h e Uni t ed Na t ions 
to intervene in ma t t e r s which are essentially within the domestic jurisdict ion of 
any s t a t e or shall require t h e Members t o submi t such ma t t e r s t o se t t lement under 
the present C h a r t e r ; bu t th i s principle shall no t prejudice t h e applicat ion of enforce¬ 
ment measures under Chapter V I I . 

CHAPTER II 
MEMBERSHIP 

Article 3 

The original Members of t h e Uni ted Nat ions shall be the s ta tes which, hav ing 
par t ic ipated in the Uni ted Nat ions Conference on In te rna t iona l Organization a t 
San Francisco, or having previously signed t h e Declarat ion by Uni ted Nat ions of 
J a n u a r y 1, 1942, sign the present Char ter and ratify i t in accordance with Article 110. 

Article 4 
1. Membership in t h e Uni t ed Na t ions is open t o all o ther peace-loving s ta tes which 

accept t h e obligations contained in the present Char ter and , in the j udgmen t of t h e 
Organizat ion, are able and willing to carry ou t these obligations. 

2. The admission of a n y such s t a t e to membership in t h e Uni ted Nat ions will 
be effected by a decision of the General Assembly upon the recommendat ion of t h e 
Secur i ty Council. 

Article 5 
A Member of the Uni ted Nat ions against which prevent ive or enforcement action 

has been t aken by the Securi ty Council m a y be suspended from the exercise of t h e 
rights and privileges of membership by t h e General Assembly upon t h e recommendat ion 
of t h e Securi ty Council. T h e exercise of these r ights and privileges m a y be restored 
by t h e Securi ty Council. 

Article 6 
A Member of the Uni t ed Nat ions which h a s persis tent ly violated the Principles 

contained in t h e present Char ter m a y be expelled from the Organization by t h e 
General Assembly upon the recommendat ion of t h e Securi ty Council. 
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T H E SCHEDULE—cont inued . 

CHAPTER III 

ORGANS 
Article 7 

1. There are established as t h e principal organs of t h e Uni ted N a t i o n s : a General 
Assembly, a Securi ty Council, a n Economic and Social Council, a Trusteeship Council, 
a n In te rna t iona l Cour t of Jus t i ce , and a Secretariat . 

2. Such subsidiary organs as m a y be found necessary m a y be established in 
accordance with t h e present Char ter . 

Article 8 
The Uni ted Na t ions shall place no restr ict ions on the eligibility of men a n d women 

to par t ic ipate in a n y capaci ty and under conditions of equal i ty in its principal and 
subsidiary organs. 

CHAPTER IV 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Composition 
Article 9 

1. The General Assembly shall consist of all t h e Members of the Uni t ed Nat ions. 
2. Each Member shall have no t more t h a n five representat ives in the General 

Assembly. 

Functions and Powers 
Article 10 

The General Assembly m a y discuss a n y questions or a n y m a t t e r s within t h e 
scope of t h e present Char ter or relat ing t o the powers a n d functions of a n y organs 
provided for in t h e present Charter , and , except as provided in Article 12, m a y m a k e 
recommendat ions t o t h e Members of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions or t o the Securi ty Council 
or t o both on a n y such quest ions or ma t t e r s . 

Article 11 
1. The General Assembly m a y consider the general principles of cooperation in 

the main tenance of internat ional peace and security, including t h e principles govern­
ing d i sa rmament a n d the regulation of a r m a m e n t s , a n d m a y m a k e recommendat ions 
with regard t o such principles t o the Members or t o the Securi ty Council or t o bo th . 

2. The General Assembly m a y discuss a n y quest ions relat ing t o t h e maintenance 
of internat ional peace and securi ty brought before i t by a n y Member of t h e Uni ted 
Nat ions , o r by t h e Securi ty Council, or by a s ta te which is no t a Member of t h e 
United Nat ions in accordance wi th Article 35, pa ragraph 2, and , except as provided 
in Article 12, m a y m a k e recommendat ions with regard t o a n y such questions t o the 
s ta te or s ta tes concerned or t o t h e Securi ty Council or t o bo th . Any such question 
on which action is necessary shall be referred to t h e Securi ty Council by the General 
Assembly ei ther before or after discussion. 

3 . The General Assembly m a y call the a t t en t ion of t h e Securi ty Council to 
s i tuat ions which are likely t o endanger in ternat ional peace a n d securi ty. 

4. The powers of t h e General Assembly set forth in this Article shall no t l imit 
the general scope of Article 10. 

Article 12 
1. While the Securi ty Council is exercising in respect of a n y dispute or s i tuat ion 

the functions assigned to it in the present Charter , the General Assembly shall not 
make a n y recommendat ion with regard t o t h a t d ispute or s i tua t ion unless t h e 
Security Council so requests . 

2. The Secretary-General , with t h e consent of t h e Securi ty Council, shall notify 
the General Assembly a t each session of a n y ma t t e r s relat ive t o the main tenance of 
internat ional peace a n d securi ty which are being deal t wi th by the Securi ty Council 
and shall similarly notify t h e General Assembly, or the Members of the Uni ted 
Nat ions if the General Assembly is not in session, immediate ly the Securi ty Council 
ceases t o deal wi th such m a t t e r s . 
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THE SCHEDULE—continued. 

Article 13 
1. T h e General Assembly shall ini t ia te s tudies and make recommendat ions for 

the purpose of : 
a. p romot ing in ternat ional cooperation in the political field and encouraging 

the progressive development of in ternat ional law a n d i ts codificat ion; 
b. promoting in ternat ional cooperation in t h e economic, social, cul tural , educa­

t ional , and hea l th fields, and assisting in the realization of h u m a n r ights 
and fundamenta l freedoms for all w i thou t dist inction as t o race, sex, 
language, or religion. 

2. The further responsibilities, functions, and powers of the General Assembly 
with respect t o ma t t e r s mentioned in paragraph 1 (b) above are set forth in Chapters 
I X and X . 

Article 14 
Subject to the provisions of Article 12, the General Assembly m a y recommend 

measures for t h e peaceful ad jus tmen t of a n y s i tuat ion, regardless of origin, which 
it deems likely t o impair t h e general welfare or friendly relations among na t ions , 
including s i tuat ions result ing from a violation of t h e provisions of the present 
Char ter se t t ing forth the Purposes and Principles of t h e Uni t ed Na t ions . 

Article 15 
1. The General Assembly shall receive and consider annua l and special reports 

from t h e Secur i ty Council; these repor t s shall include an account of t h e measures 
t h a t t h e Securi ty Council has decided upon or t aken t o main ta in in ternat ional peace 
and securi ty. 

2. The General Assembly shall receive and consider repor ts from t h e o ther organs 
of the Uni t ed Nat ions . 

Article 16 
The General Assembly shall perform such functions wi th respect t o the inter­

nat ional t rusteeship system as are assigned t o i t under Chapters X I I and X I I I , 
including t h e approval of t h e t rus teeship agreements for areas no t designated as 
s t ra tegic . 

Article 17 
1. T h e General Assembly shall consider and approve the budget of the 

Organization. 
2. The expenses of t h e Organization shall be borne by t h e Members as apport ioned 

by t h e General Assembly. 
3 . T h e General Assembly shall consider and approve a n y financial a n d budgetary 

a r rangements wi th specialized agencies referred t o in Article 57 a n d shall examine 
t h e adminis t ra t ive budgets of such specialized agencies with a view to making recom­
mendat ions t o t h e agencies concerned. 

Voting 
Article 18 

1. E a c h member of t h e General Assembly shall have one vote . 
2. Decisions of the General Assembly on impor t an t quest ions shall be made by 

a two-thi rds major i ty of t h e members present a n d vot ing. These quest ions shall 
i n c l u d e : recommendat ions wi th respect t o t h e main tenance of in ternat ional peace 
a n d security, t h e election of t h e non-permanent members of the Securi ty Council, 
t h e election of t h e members of t h e Economic and Social Council, t h e election of 
members of t h e Trusteeship Council in accordance wi th pa ragraph 1 (c) of Article 86, 
the admission of new Members t o t h e Uni t ed Nat ions , the suspension of t h e r ights 
a n d privileges of membership , t h e expulsion of Members, quest ions re la t ing t o t h e 
operat ion of the t rus teeship sys tem, and budge ta ry quest ions. 

3 . Decisions on o ther quest ions, including t h e determinat ion of addit ional 
categories of questions t o be decided by a two- th i rds major i ty , shall be m a d e by 
a majori ty of t h e members present and vot ing. 
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THE SCHEDULE—continued. 

Article 19 
A Member of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions which is in arrears in the p a y m e n t of i t s financial 

contr ibut ions t o t h e Organization shall have no vote in the General Assembly if the 
a m o u n t of i ts a r rears equals or exceeds t h e a m o u n t of t h e contr ibut ions due from 
i t for t h e preceding two full years . The General Assembly may , nevertheless, pe rmi t 
such a Member t o vote if i t is satisfied t h a t t h e failure to pay is due t o conditions 
beyond t h e control of t h e Member. 

Procedure 
Article 20 

The General Assembly shall mee t in regular annua l sessions a n d in such special 
sessions as occasion m a y require. Special sessions shall be convoked by t h e Secretary-General a t t h e request of t h e Securi ty Council or of a majori ty of the Members of 
the Uni t ed Nat ions . 

Article 21 
The General Assembly shall a d o p t i ts own rules of procedure. I t shall elect i ts 

President for each session. 

Article 22 

T h e General Assembly m a y establish such subsidiary organs as i t deems necessary-for t h e performance of i ts functions. 

CHAPTER V 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

Composition 
Article 23 

1. The Securi ty Council shall consist of eleven Members of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions . 
The Republ ic of China, F rance , t h e Union of Soviet Socialist Republics , t h e Uni t ed 
Kingdom of Grea t Br i ta in a n d Nor the rn I re land , and t h e Uni t ed Sta tes of America 
shall be pe rmanen t members of t h e Securi ty Council. The General Assembly shall 
elect six o ther Members of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions to be non-permanent members of 
the Securi ty Council, due regard being specially paid , in t h e first instance t o t h e 
contr ibut ion of Members of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions t o t h e main tenance of in ternat ional 
peace and securi ty and t o t h e o the r purposes of t h e Organization, and also t o equi table 
geographical d is t r ibut ion. 

2. The non-permanent members of the Securi ty Council shall be elected for a 
t e rm of two years . I n t h e first election of t h e non-permanent members , however, 
three shall be chosen for a te rm of one year . A ret ir ing member shall no t be eligible 
for immedia te re-election. 

3. E a c h member of the Securi ty Council shall have one representa t ive . 

Functions and Powers 
Article 24 

1. I n order to ensure p r o m p t and effective act ion by t h e Uni t ed Nat ions , its 
Members confer on t h e Securi ty Council p r imary responsibility for the main tenance 
of in ternat ional peace a n d securi ty, and agree t h a t in carrying ou t its dut ies under 
th is responsibility t h e Securi ty Council ac ts on their behalf. 

2. I n discharging these dut ies the Securi ty Council shall ac t in accordance with 
the Purposes and Principles of the Uni t ed Nat ions . The specific powers granted 
to t h e Securi ty Council for t h e discharge of these dut ies are laid down in Chapters 
VI, V I I , V I I I , and X I I . 

3 . The Securi ty Council shall submi t annua l and , when necessary, special reports 
to the General Assembly for its consideration. 

Article 25 
The Members of the U n i t e d Nat ions agree t o accept a n d car ry ou t t h e decisions 

of t h e Securi ty Council in accordance with t h e present Charter . 
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THE SCHEDULE—continued. 

Article 26 
I n order co promote t h e es tabl ishment and main tenance of in ternat ional peace 

a n d securi ty with t h e least diversion for a r m a m e n t s of the world 's h u m a n and 
economic resources, t h e Secur i ty Council shall be responsible for formulat ing, with 
the assistance of t h e Mili tary Staff Commit tee referred t o in Article 47, p lans t o 
be submi t ted t o the Members of t h e Uni ted Nat ions for the es tabl i shment of a system 
for t h e regulation of a r m a m e n t s . 

Voting 
Article 27 

1. E a c h member of t h e Secur i ty Council shall have one vote . 
2. Decisions of t h e Secur i ty Council on procedural m a t t e r s shall be m a d e by 

a n affirmative vote of seven members . 
3 . Decisions of t h e Secur i ty Council on all o ther m a t t e r s shall be m a d e by an 

affirmative vote of seven members including t h e concurring votes of t h e pe rmanen t 
m e m b e r s ; provided t h a t , in decisions under Chapter VI , and under pa ragraph 3 
of Article 52, a p a r t y t o a d ispute shall abs ta in from voting. 

Procedure 
Article 28 

1. The Securi ty Council shall be so organized as to be able to function continu­
ously. E a c h member of t h e Secur i ty Council shall for th is purpose be represented 
a t all t imes a t t h e seat of t h e Organizat ion. 

2. The Securi ty Council shall hold periodic meetings a t which each of its members 
may , if i t so desires, be represented by a member of the government or by some other 
specially designated representa t ive . 

3 . The Securi ty Council m a y hold meetings a t such places o ther t h a n t h e seat of 
t h e Organization as in its j u d g m e n t will best facilitate i ts work. 

Article 20 
The Securi ty Council m a y establish such subsidiary organs as i t deems necessary 

for the performance of i ts functions. 

Article 30 
The Securi ty Council shall a d o p t i t s own rules of procedure, including the method 

of selecting i ts President . 

Article 31 
Any Member of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions which is no t a m e m b e r of t h e Securi ty Council 

m a y par t ic ipa te , wi thout vote , in t h e discussion of a n y question brought before the 
Securi ty Council whenever t h e la t te r considers t h a t the interes ts of t h a t Member 
are specially affected. 

Article 32 
A n y Member of t h e Uni t ed Na t ions which is no t a member of t h e Securi ty Council 

or a n y s t a t e which is no t a Member of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions , if i t is a p a r t y to a dispute unde r consideration by t h e Securi ty Council, shall be invi ted to par t ic ipa te , 
wi thout vote , in the discussion relat ing t o the dispute . The Security Council shall 
lay down such conditions as i t deems jus t for t h e par t ic ipat ion of a s t a t e which is 
not a Member of the Un i t ed Nat ions . 

CHAPTER VI 
PACIFIC SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

Article 33 
1. The par t ies t o a n y d i spute , the cont inuance of which is likely to endanger the 

main tenance of in ternat ional peace a n d security, shall, first of all, seek a solution by 
negotiat ion, enquiry , mediat ion, conciliation, a rb i t ra t ion , judicial se t t lement , resor t 
to regional agencies or a r rangements , or o the r peaceful means of the i r own choice. 

2. The Secur i ty Council shall , when it deems necessary, call upon t h e par t ies t o 
set t le the i r d i spu te by such means . 
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THE SCHEDULE—continued. 

Article 34. 
T h e Secur i ty Council m a y invest igate a n y dispute , or a n y s i tuat ion which might 

lead t o in ternat ional friction or give rise t o a d ispute , in order t o de termine whether 
the cont inuance of t h e d i spute or s i tuat ion is likely t o endanger t h e main tenance of 
internat ional peace and security. 

Article 36 
1. Any Member of the Uni t ed Nat ions m a y bring a n y d ispute , or a n y s i tuat ion 

of t h e na tu re referred t o in Article 34, t o t h e a t t en t ion of the Securi ty Council or of 
the General Assembly. 

2. A s t a t e which is no t a Member of the Uni t ed Nat ions m a y bring t o the 
a t t en t ion of t h e Securi ty Council or of t h e General Assembly a n y d ispute t o which 
it is a p a r t y if it accepts in advance , for t h e purposes of the dispute , t h e obligations 
of pacific se t t lement provided in the present Charter . 

3 . The proceedings of t h e General Assembly in respect of m a t t e r s brought t o i ts 
a t t en t ion under th is Article will be subject t o t h e provisions of Articles 11 a n d 12. 

Article 36 
1. The Securi ty Council m a y , a t a n y stage of a d ispute of the na tu re referred 

to in Article 33 or of a s i tuat ion of like na tu re , recommend appropr ia te procedures 
or methods of ad jus tment . 

2. The Secur i ty Council should t ake in to consideration a n y procedures for t h e 
se t t lement of t h e d i spute which have a l ready been adopted by t h e par t ies . 

3 . I n making recommendat ions unde r th i s Article the Securi ty Council should 
also t a k e in to consideration t h a t legal disputes should as a general rule be referred 
by t h e par t ies t o t h e In te rna t iona l Court of Jus t ice in accordance wi th the provisions 
of t h e S t a t u t e of t h e Court . 

Article 37 
1. Should t h e par t ies t o a d ispute of t h e n a t u r e referred t o in Article 33 fail to 

set t le i t by t h e means indicated in t h a t Article, t hey shall refer i t t o t h e Securi ty 
Council. 

2. I f t h e Securi ty Council deems t h a t the continuance of t h e dispute is in fact 
likely to endanger t h e main tenance of in ternat ional peace a n d security, i t shall 
decide whether t o t ake act ion under Article 36 or t o recommend such t e rms of sett le­
ment as i t m a y consider appropr ia te . 

Article 38 
Withou t prejudice to the provisions of Articles 33 to 37, the Securi ty Council 

may , if all t h e par t ies t o a n y dispute so request , m a k e recommendat ions to the 
part ies with a view to a pacific se t t lement of t h e dispute . 

C H A P T E R VII 
ACTION W I T H R E S P E C T T O T H R E A T S TO T H E P E A C E , B R E A C H E S O F 

T H E P E A C E , A N D ACTS O F A G G R E S S I O N 

Article 39 
T h e Securi ty Council shall determine t h e existence of a n y t h r e a t to the peace, 

breach of t h e peace, or ac t of aggression and shall m a k e recommendat ions , or decide 
wha t measures shall be t a k e n in accordance wi th Articles 41 and 42, t o mainta in 
or restore internat ional peace a n d securi ty. 

Article 40 
I n order t o p reven t a n aggrava t ion of t h e s i tuat ion, t h e Securi ty Council may , 

before making t h e recommendat ions or deciding upon t h e measures provided for 
in Article 39, call upon t h e par t ies concerned t o comply wi th such provisional 
measures as i t deems necessary or desirable. Such provisional measures shall be 
wi thout prejudice t o the r ights , claims, or posit ion of the par t ies concerned. The 
Securi ty Council shall duly t a k e account of failure t o comply wi th such provisional 
measures. 
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THE SCHEDULE—continued. 

Article 41 
The Securi ty Council m a y decide what measures n o t involving t h e use of a rmed 

force are t o be employed t o give effect to i ts decisions, and i t m a y call upon t h e 
Members of the Uni t ed Nat ions t o apply such measures . These m a y include complete 
or par t ia l in terrupt ion of economic relat ions and of rail , sea, air , postal , telegraphic, 
radio, and o ther means of communicat ion, and t h e severance of diplomatic relations. 

Article 42 
Should t h e Securi ty Council consider t h a t measures provided for in Article 41 

would be inadequate or have proved t o be inadequa te , i t m a y t ake such act ion by 
air, sea, or land forces as m a y be necessary t o main ta in or restore in ternat ional peace 
and securi ty. Such ac t ion m a y include demonst ra t ions , blockade, and o ther opera­
t ions by air, sea, or l and forces of Members of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions . 

Article 43 
1. All Members of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions , in order t o cont r ibute to the maintenance 

of in terna t ional peace a n d securi ty, unde r t ake t o m a k e available t o t h e Securi ty 
Council, on i ts call a n d in accordance wi th a special agreement or agreements , a rmed 
forces, assistance, and facilities, including r ights of passage, necessary for t h e purpose 
of main ta in ing in ternat ional peace and securi ty. 

2. Such agreement or agreements shall govern t h e numbers a n d types of forces, 
their degree of readiness a n d general location, and t h e n a t u r e of t h e facilities and 
assistance t o be provided. 

3 . T h e agreement or agreements shall be negot ia ted as soon as possible on the 
ini t iat ive of t h e Securi ty Council. They shall be concluded between t h e Securi ty 
Council a n d Members or between t h e Securi ty Council a n d groups of Members and 
shall be subject t o ratification by t h e s ignatory s ta tes in accordance wi th the i r 
respective const i tu t ional processes. 

Article 44 
When t h e Securi ty Council has decided t o use force i t shall , before calling upon 

a Member no t represented on i t t o provide a rmed forces in fulfilment of t h e obligations 
assumed under Article 4 3 , invi te t h a t Member; if the Member so desires, t o par t ic ipa te 
in t h e decisions of t h e Secur i ty Council concerning t h e employment of cont ingents 
of t h a t Member 's a rmed forces. 

Article 45 
In order t o enable t h e Uni t ed Nat ions t o t ake urgent mil i tary measures , Members 

shall hold immediate ly avai lable nat ional air-force cont ingents for combined inter­
nat ional enforcement act ion. T h e s t rength a n d degree of readiness of these 
cont ingents and plans for their combined act ion shall be de termined, within t h e 
l imits laid down in the special agreement or agreements referred t o in Article 43 , 
by t h e Securi ty Council wi th t h e assistance of t h e Mili tary Staff Commit tee . 

Article 46 
Plans for t h e appl icat ion of a rmed force shall be m a d e by t h e Securi ty Council 

with t h e assistance of t h e Mili tary Staff Commit tee . 

Article 47 
1. There shall be established a Mili tary Staff Commit tee t o advise and assist 

the Securi ty Council on all quest ions relat ing t o t h e Securi ty Council 's mil i tary 
requi rements for t h e main tenance of in terna t ional peace a n d securi ty, t h e employ­
m e n t a n d command of forces placed a t i t s disposal, t h e regulat ion of a rmamen t s , 
and possible d i sa rmamen t . 

2 . T h e Mili tary Staff Commit tee shall consist of the Chiefs of Staff of t h e 
permanent members of t h e Secur i ty Council or the i r representa t ives . A n y Member 
of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions no t pe rmanen t ly represented on t h e Commit tee shall be 
invi ted by t h e Commit tee to be associated wi th i t when t h e efficient discharge of the 
Commit tee 's responsibilities requires the par t ic ipat ion of t h a t Member in i ts work. 

3 . T h e Military Staff Commit tee shall be responsible unde r t h e Secur i ty Council 
for t h e s t ra tegic direction of a n y a rmed forces placed a t the disposal of t h e Securi ty 
Council. Questions relat ing t o t h e command of such forces shall be worked out 
subsequent ly . 
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4. The Mili tary Staff Commit tee , wi th t h e author izat ion of t h e Securi ty Council 
a n d after consul tat ion wi th appropr ia te regional agencies, m a y establish regional 
sub-commit tees . 

Article 48 
1. T h e act ion required t o carry ou t t h e decisions of t h e Secur i ty Council for t h e 

main tenance of in ternat ional peace a n d securi ty shall be t aken by all t h e Members 
of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions or by some of t hem, as t h e Secur i ty Council m a y determine . 

2. Such decisions shall be carried out by t h e Members of t h e Uni ted Nat ions 
directly a n d through thei r act ion in t h e appropr ia te internat ional agencies of which 
they are members . 

Article 49 
The Members of the Uni ted Nat ions shall join in affording mutua l assistance in 

carrying ou t t h e measures decided upon by t h e Securi ty Council. 

Article 50 
I f prevent ive or enforcement measures agains t a n y s ta te are t aken by t h e Securi ty 

Council, a n y o ther s t a te , whether a Member of the Uni t ed Nat ions or not , which 
finds itself confronted wi th special economic problems arising from t h e carrying 
o u t of those measures shall have t h e r ight t o consult t h e Securi ty Council wi th regard 
t o a solution of those problems. 

Article 51 
Nothing in the present Char te r shall impair the inherent r ight of individual or 

collective self-defense if a n a rmed a t t a c k occurs agains t a Member of the Uni ted 
Nat ions , unt i l t h e Secur i ty Council has t aken t h e measures necessary t o mainta in 
in ternat ional peace a n d securi ty. Measures t aken by Members in t h e exercise of 
th is r ight of self-defense shall be immediate ly repor ted to t h e Securi ty Council and 
shall n o t in a n y way affect t h e au tho r i t y and responsibility of t h e Securi ty Council 
under t h e present Char ter to t ake a t a n y t ime such act ion as it deems necessary 
in order t o mainta in or restore in ternat ional peace and securi ty. 

CHAPTER VIII 
REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Article 52 

1. Noth ing in t h e present Char ter precludes t h e existence of regional a r rangements 
or agencies for dealing wi th such ma t t e r s relat ing t o t h e main tenance of internat ional 
peace a n d securi ty as are appropr ia te for regional act ion, provided t h a t such arrange­
ments or agencies a n d thei r act ivi t ies are consistent with t h e Purposes and Principles 
of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions . 

2. T h e Members of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions enter ing into such a r rangements or con­
s t i tu t ing such agencies shall m a k e every effort t o achieve pacific se t t lement of local 
disputes th rough such regional a r rangements or by such regional agencies before 
referring t h e m to t h e Securi ty Council. 

3 . The Securi ty Council shall encourage t h e development of pacific se t t lement 
of local disputes th rough such regional a r rangements or by such regional agencies 
e i ther on t h e ini t iat ive of t h e S ta tes concerned or by reference from the Securi ty 
Council. 

4. This Article in no way impairs t h e appl icat ion of Articles 34 a n d 35. 

Article 53 
1. T h e Securi ty Council shall, where appropr ia te , utilize such regional arrange­

ments or agencies for enforcement act ion unde r i ts au thor i ty . B u t n o enforcement 
act ion shall be t aken under regional a r rangements or by regional agencies w i thou t 
t h e authorizat ion of t h e Securi ty Council, wi th t h e except ion of measures agains t 
a n y enemy s ta te , as defined in "paragraph 2 of th i s Article, provided for p u r s u a n t 
to Article 107 or in regional a r rangements directed agains t renewal of aggressive 
policy on the p a r t of a n y such s ta te , unt i l such t ime as t h e Organizat ion may , on 
request of t h e Governments concerned, be charged wi th t h e responsibility for 
prevent ing further aggression by such a s t a t e . 

2. T h e t e r m enemy s t a t e as used in pa ragraph 1 of th i s Article applies to a n y s t a t e 
which dur ing the Second World W a r ha6 been an enemy of a n y s ignatory of t h e present 
Char ter . 
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Article 54 
The Securi ty Council shall a t all t imes be kept fully informed of activit ies 

under taken or in contemplat ion under regional a r rangements or by regional agencies 
for the maintenance of in ternat ional peace a n d securi ty. 

C H A P T E R I X 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COOPERATION 

Article 55 
With a view to t h e creation of conditions of s tabi l i ty and well-being which are 

necessary for peaceful and friendly relat ions among nat ions based on respect for t h e 
principle of equal r ights and self-determination of peoples, t h e Uni ted Nat ions shall 
p r o m o t e : 

a. higher s t andards of living, full employment , and conditions of economic 
and social progress a n d d e v e l o p m e n t ; 

b . solutions of internat ional economic, social, heal th, and related p rob l ems ; 
a n d in ternat ional cul tural and educat ional coopera t ion ; and 

c. universal respect for, a n d observance of, h u m a n r ights and fundamental 
freedoms for all wi thout distinction as t o race, sex, language, or religion. 

Article 56 
All Members pledge themselves t o t ake jo in t a n d separa te action in cooperation 

with t h e Organization for the achievement of t h e purposes set forth in Article 55. 

Article 57 
1. T h e various specialized agencies, established by in tergovernmenta l agreement 

and having wide in ternat ional responsibilities, as defined in the i r basic ins t ruments , 
in economic, social, cul tural , educat ional , heal th , a n d rela ted fields, shall be brought 
into relat ionship wi th t h e Un i t ed Nat ions in accordance wi th t h e provisions of 
Article 63. 

2. Such agencies t hus b rought in to relat ionship wi th t h e Uni ted Nat ions are 
hereinafter referred t o as specialized agencies. 

Article 58 
The Organization shall m a k e recommendat ions for the coordination of t h e policies 

and act ivi t ies of t h e specialized agencies. 

Article 59 
The Organizat ion shall, where appropr ia te , in i t ia te negotiat ions among the s ta tes 

concerned for the creat ion of a n y new specialized agencies required for the accom­
pl ishment of t h e purposes set forth in Article 55. 

Article 60 
Responsibil i ty for t h e discharge of the functions of t h e Organizat ion set forth 

in this Chap te r shall be vested in t h e General Assembly and , under the au thor i ty 
of t h e General Assembly, in t h e Economic and Social Council, which shall have for 
th i s purpose t h e powers set forth in Chapter X . 

CHAPTER X 
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Composition 
Article 61 

1. The Economic and Social Council shall consist of eighteen Members of the 
Uni ted Nat ions elected by the General Assembly. 

2. Subject to t h e provisions of pa rag raph 3 , six members of the Economic and 
Social Council shall be elected each yea r for a t e rm of th ree years . A retiring 
member shall be eligible for immedia te re-election. 

3 . At the first election, eighteen members of t h e Economic and Social Council 
shall be chosen. The t e r m of office of six members so chosen shall expire a t the 
end of one year , and of six o ther members a t t h e end of two years , in accordance 
with a r rangements m a d e by the General Assembly. 

4. Each member of the Economic a n d Social Council shall have one representat ive. 
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Functions and Powers 
Article 62 

1. T h e Economic a n d Social Council m a y make or ini t ia te s tudies a n d repor ts 
wi th respect t o in ternat ional economic, social, cul tural , educat ional , hea l th , and 
related ma t t e r s a n d m a y m a k e recommendat ions wi th respect t o a n y such m a t t e r s 
t o t h e General Assembly, t o t h e Members of t h e United Nat ions , and to t h e specialized 
agencies concerned. 

2. I t m a y m a k e recommendat ions for t h e purpose of p romot ing respect for, and 
observance of, h u m a n r igh ts a n d fundamenta l freedoms for all. 

3 . I t m a y prepare draf t conventions for submission t o the General Assembly, 
with respect to ma t t e r s falling within its competence. 

4. I t m a y call, in accordance wi th the rules prescribed by t h e Uni t ed Nat ions , 
in ternat ional conferences on m a t t e r s falling within i ts competence. 

Article 63 
1. The Economic a n d Social Council m a y enter in to agreements wi th a n y of t h e 

agencies referred t o in Article 57, defining t h e t e rms on which t h e agency concerned 
shall be b rought in to relat ionship wi th t h e Uni t ed Nat ions . Such agreements shall 
be subject t o approva l by t h e General Assembly. 

2. I t m a y coordinate t h e activities of t h e specialized agencies th rough consulta­
t ion wi th a n d recommendat ions t o such agencies a n d th rough recommendat ions to 
the General Assembly a n d t o the Members of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions . 

Article 64 
1. The Economic a n d Social Council m a y t ake appropr ia te s teps t o obta in regular 

reports from t h e specialized agencies. I t m a y m a k e a r rangements wi th t h e Members 
of the Uni t ed Nat ions and wi th t h e specialized agencies t o ob ta in repor ts on the s teps 
t aken t o give effect t o i ts own recommendat ions a n d t o recommendat ions on m a t t e r s 
falling within its competence m a d e by t h e General Assembly. 

2. I t m a y communica te i ts observat ions on these repor ts t o t h e General Assembly. 

Article 65 
The Economic and Social Council m a y furnish information t o the Securi ty Council 

and shall assist t h e Securi ty Council upon i ts request . 

Article 66 
1. The Economic a n d Social Council shall perform such functions a s fall within 

its competence in connection with the carrying ou t of t h e recommendat ions of the 
General Assembly. 

2. I t m a y , wi th t h e approva l of t h e General Assembly, perform services a t the 
request of Members of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions and a t the reques t of specialized agencies. 

3 . I t shall perform such other functions as are specified elsewhere in t h e present 
Char te r or a s m a y be assigned t o i t by t h e General Assembly. 

Voting 
Article 67 

1. E a c h member of the Economic and Social Council shall have one vote . 
2. Decisions of t h e Economic and Social Council shall be made by a majori ty 

of t h e members present and vot ing. 

Procedure 
Article 68 

T h e Economic a n d Social Council shall set u p commissions in economic and social 
fields a n d for the p romot ion of h u m a n r ights , and such other commissions as m a y be 
required for t h e performance of i ts functions. 

Article 69 
T h e Economic a n d Social Council shall invi te a n y Member of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions 

t o par t ic ipa te , wi thou t vote , in i ts deliberations on a n y m a t t e r of par t icular concern 
to t h a t Member. 
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Article 70 
T h e Economic a n d Social Council m a y m a k e a r rangements for representat ives of 

the specialized agencies t o par t ic ipa te , w i thou t vote , in i ts deliberations and in those 
of t h e commissions established by i t , and for i t s representat ives t o par t ic ipa te in t h e 
del iberat ions of t h e specialized agencies. 

Article 71 
T h e Economic and Social Council m a y m a k e suitable a r rangements for consulta­

t ion wi th non-governmenta l organizat ions which are concerned wi th ma t t e r s within 
its competence. Such a r rangements m a y be m a d e wi th in ternat ional organizations 
and , where appropr ia te , wi th nat ional organizat ions after consultat ion wi th the 
Member of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions concerned. 

Article 72 
1. The Economic and Social Council shall adop t its own rules of procedure, 

including t h e method of selecting its Pres ident . 
2. The Economic and Social Council shall mee t as required in accordance with 

its rules, which shall include provision for the convening of meetings on the request 
of a major i ty of i ts members . 

C H A P T E R X I 
D E C L A R A T I O N R E G A R D I N G N O N - S E L F - G O V E R N I N G T E R R I T O R I E S 

Article 73 
Members of the Uni ted Nat ions which have or assume responsibilities for the 

adminis t ra t ion of terri tories whose peoples have no t y e t a t t a ined a full measure of 
self-government recognize t h e principle t h a t t h e interes ts of t h e inhab i t an t s of these 
terri tories a re pa ramoun t , a n d accept a s a sacred t ru s t t h e obligations t o promote 
t o t h e u tmos t , wi thin the system of in terna t ional peace a n d securi ty established 
by t h e present Charter , t h e well-being of t h e inhabi tan ts of these terri tories, and , t o 
th i s e n d : 

a. t o ensure, with due respect for t h e cul ture of t h e peoples concerned, their 
political, economic, social, a n d educat ional advancement , their jus t 
t r e a tmen t , a n d their protect ion against a b u s e s ; 

b . t o develop self-government, t o t ake due account of t h e political aspirat ions 
of the peoples, a n d t o assist t h e m in t h e progressive development of their 
free political inst i tut ions, according t o t h e par t icular circumstances of 
each ter r i tory a n d i ts peoples and the i r varying stages of a d v a n c e m e n t ; 

c. t o further in ternat ional peace a n d s ecu r i t y ; 
d. t o p romote construct ive measures of development , t o encourage research, 

a n d t o co-operate wi th one ano ther and , when a n d where appropr ia te , 
wi th specialized in ternat ional bodies wi th a view t o t h e pract ical achieve­
m e n t of t h e social, economic, and scientific purposes set forth in th i s 
Ar t i c l e ; and 

e. t o t r ansmi t regularly t o t h e Secretary-General for information purposes, 
subject to such l imitat ion as securi ty and const i tut ional considerations 
m a y require, s tat is t ical a n d o ther information of a technical n a t u r e 
relat ing to economic, social, a n d educat ional condit ions in t h e terri tories 
for which t h e y are respectively responsible other t h a n those terri tories 
t o which Chapters X I I a n d X I I I apply . 

Article 74 
Members of the Uni t ed Nat ions also agree t h a t the i r policy in respect of t h e 

territories t o which th i s Chapter applies, no less t h a n in respect of their metropol i tan 
areas , m u s t be based on t h e general principle of good-neighborliness, due account 
being t aken of t h e interests a n d well-being of t h e res t of t h e world, in social, economic, 
and commercial ma t t e r s . 

CHAPTER XII 
INTERNATIONAL TRUSTEESHIP SYSTEM 

Article 75 
The Uni ted Nat ions shall establish under i ts a u t h o r i t y a n in ternat ional t rus tee­

ship sys tem for t h e adminis t ra t ion a n d supervision of such terri tories as m a y be 
placed thereunder b y subsequent individual agreements . These terr i tories are 
hereinafter referred t o as t r u s t terri tories. 
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Article 76 
The basic objectives of the trusteeship system, in accordance with the Purposes 

of the United Nations laid down in Article 1 of the present Charter, shall be : 
a. to further international peace and security; 
b. to promote the political, economic, social, and educational advancement 

of the inhabitants of the trust territories, and their progressive development 
towards self-government or independence as may be appropriate to the 
particular circumstances of each territory and its peoples and the freely 
expressed wishes of the peoples concerned, and as may be provided by 
the terms of each trusteeship agreement; 

c. to encourage respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for 
all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion, and to 
encourage recognition of the interdependence of the peoples of the 
world; and 

d. to ensure equal treatment in social, economic, and commercial matters for 
all Members of the United Nations and their nationals, and also equal 

treatment for the latter in the administration of justice, without prejudice 
to the attainment of the foregoing objectives and subject to the provisions 
of Article 80. 

Article 77 
1. The trusteeship system shall apply to such territories in the following categories 

as may be placed thereunder by means of trusteeship agreements: 
a. territories now held under mandate; 
b. territories which may be detached from enemy states as a result of the 

Second World War; and 
c. territories voluntarily placed under the system by states responsible for 

their administration. 
2. I t will be a matter for subsequent agreement as to which territories in the 

foregoing categories will be brought under the trusteeship system and upon what 
terms. 

Article 78 
The trusteeship system shall not apply to territories which have become Members 

of the United Nations, relationship among which shall be based on respect for the 
principle of sovereign equality. 

Article 79 
The terms of trusteeship for each territory to be placed under the trusteeship 

system, including any alteration or amendment, shall be agreed upon by the states 
directly concerned, including the mandatory power in the case of territories held 
under mandate by a Member of the United Nations, and shall be approved as provided 
for in Articles 83 and 85. 

Article 80 
1. Except as may be agreed upon in individual trusteeship agreements, made 

under Articles 77, 79, and 81, placing each territory under the trusteeship system, 
and until such agreements have been concluded, nothing in this Chapter shall be 
construed in or of itself to alter in any manner the rights whatsoever of any states 
or any peoples or the terms of existing international instruments to which Members 
of the United Nations may respectively be parties. 

2. Paragraph 1 of this Article shall not be interpreted as giving grounds for delay 
or postponement of the negotiation and conclusion of agreements for placing 
mandated and other territories under the trusteeship system as provided for in 
Article 77. 

Article 81 
The trusteeship agreement shall in each ease include the terms under which the 

trust territory will be administered and designate the authority which will exercise 
the administration of the trust territory. Such authority, hereinafter called the 
administering authority, may be one or more states or the Organization itself. 

Article 82 
There may be designated, in any trusteeship agreement, a strategic area or areas 

which may include part or all of the trust territory to which the agreement applies, 
without prejudice to any special agreement or agreements made under Article 43. 
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Article 83 
1. All functions of t h e Uni ted Na t ions relat ing t o s t ra tegic areas , including the 

approva l of the t e rms of t h e t rus teeship agreements and of the i r a l te ra t ion or amend­
ment , shall be exercised by t h e Securi ty Council. 

2. T h e basic objectives set forth in Article 76 shall be applicable t o t h e people 
of each s t rategic area. 

3. The Securi ty Council shall , subject t o t h e provisions of t h e t rusteeship 
agreements a n d wi thout prejudice to securi ty considerations, avail itself of the 
assistance of t h e Trusteeship Council t o perform those functions of the Uni t ed Nat ions 
under t h e t rusteeship system relat ing t o political, economic, social, and educat ional 
ma t t e r s in the strategic areas . 

Article 84 
I t shall be the d u t y of t h e adminis ter ing au tho r i t y t o ensure t h a t the t ru s t 

te r r i tory shall p l ay i ts p a r t in t h e main tenance of in ternat ional peace and security. 
T o th i s end the administer ing au tho r i t y m a y m a k e use of volunteer forces, facilities, 
a n d assistance from t h e t ru s t te r r i tory in carrying ou t t h e obligations towards the 
Secur i ty Council under t aken in th i s regard by t h e adminis ter ing au thor i ty , a s well 
as for local defense a n d the main tenance of law and order within t h e t r u s t te r r i tory . 

Article 85 
1. The functions of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions wi th regard t o t rus teeship agreements 

for all areas no t designated as s t rategic , including t h e approval of t h e t e rms of t h e 
t rusteeship agreements a n d of the i r al terat ion or amendmen t , shall be exercised 
by t h e General Assembly. 

2. The Trusteeship Council, operat ing under the au thor i ty of the General 
Assembly, shall assist the General Assembly in carrying ou t these functions. 

CHAPTER XIII 
THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

Composition 
Article 86 

1. The Trusteeship Council shall consist of the following Members of the United 
N a t i o n s : 

a. those Members adminis ter ing t r u s t t e r r i to r ies ; 
b . such of those Members mentioned by n a m e in Article 23 as a re no t adminis­

ter ing t r u s t t e r r i to r i e s ; and 
c. a s m a n y o ther Members elected for three-year t e rms by t h e General Assembly 

as m a y be necessary t o ensure t h a t t h e to ta l n u m b e r of members of the 
Trusteeship Council is equal ly divided between those Members of the 
Uni t ed Nat ions which adminis ter t r u s t terr i tories a n d those which do no t . 

2. Each member of t h e Trusteeship Council shall designate one specially qualified 
person t o represent i t therein. 

Functions and Powers 
Article 87 

The General Assembly and , unde r i ts au thor i ty , the Trus teeship Council, in 
car ry ing o u t the i r functions, m a y : 

a. consider repor ts submi t ted b y the administer ing a u t h o r i t y ; 
b . accept pet i t ions and examine them in consultat ion wi th the administering 

a u t h o r i t y ; 
c. provide for periodic visits t o t h e respective t ru s t terri tories a t t imes agreed 

upon wi th t h e adminis ter ing a u t h o r i t y ; a n d 
d. t ake these and other act ions in conformity with the t e rms of t h e t rusteeship 

agreements . 

Article 88 
The Trusteeship Council shall formulate a quest ionnaire on t h e political, 

economic, social, and educat ional advancement of t h e inhabi tan ts of each t ru s t 
terr i tory, a n d t h e administer ing au tho r i t y for each t ru s t t e r r i to ry within t h e com­
petence of t h e General Assembly shall make an annua l repor t to t h e General Assembly 
upon t h e basis of such questionnaire. 
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Voting 
Article 89 

1. E a c h member of t h e Trus teeship Council shall have one vote . 
2. Decisions of t h e Trus teeship Council shall be m a d e by a major i ty of t h e 

members present and vot ing. 

Procedure 
Article 90 

1. The Trusteeship Council shall a d o p t its own rules of procedure, including 
the method of selecting i t s Pres ident . 

2. T h e Trus teeship Council shall mee t as required in accordance with i ts rules, 
which shall include provision for the convening of meetings on the request of a 
majori ty of its members . 

Article 91 
The Trusteeship Council shall , when appropr ia te , avail itself of t h e assistance 

of the Economic a n d Social Council and of t h e specialized agencies in regard to ma t t e r s 
with which t h e y are respectively concerned. 

CHAPTER XIV 
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

Article 92 
The In te rna t iona l Cour t of Jus t i ce shall be t h e principal judicial organ of the 

United Nat ions . I t shall function in accordance wi th t h e annexed S t a t u t e , which 
is based upon t h e S t a t u t e of. the P e r m a n e n t Court of In te rna t iona l Jus t i ce and 
forms an integral p a r t of t h e present Charter . 

Article 93 
1. All Members of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions a re ipso facto par t ies t o the S t a t u t e of the 

In te rna t iona l Cour t of Jus t i ce . 
2. A S ta t e which is n o t a Member of the Uni t ed Nat ions m a y become a pa r t y 

to the S t a t u t e of t h e In te rna t iona l Court of Jus t i ce on conditions t o be determined 
in each case by t h e General Assembly upon the recommendat ion of t h e Security 
Council. 

Article 94 
1. Each Member of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions under takes t o comply wi th t h e decision 

of the In te rna t iona l Cour t of Jus t i ce in a n y case t o which i t is a p a r t y . 
2. I f a n y p a r t y t o a case fails t o perform t h e obligations incumbent upon i t under 

a judgment rendered by t h e Court , t h e o the r p a r t y m a y have recourse t o the Security 
Council, which may , if i t deems necessary, m a k e recommendat ions or decide upon 
measures t o be t aken t o give effect to t h e judgment . 

Article 95 
Nothing in t h e present Char ter shall p reven t Members of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions from 

entrus t ing t h e solution of the i r differences t o other t r ibunals by v i r tue of agreements 
a l ready in existence or which m a y be concluded in t h e future. 

Article 96 
1. The General Assembly or the Securi ty Council m a y request the In ternat ional 

Court of Jus t i ce t o give a n advisory opinion on a n y legal question. 
2. Other organs of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions and specialized agencies, which m a y a t 

a n y t ime be so author ized b y t h e General Assembly, m a y also reques t advisory 
opinions of the Cour t on legal questions arising within t h e scope of the i r activit ies. 

CHAPTER XV 
THE SECRETARIAT 

Article 97 
T h e Secretar ia t shall comprise a Secretary-General and such staff as the 

Organization m a y require. T h e Secretary-General shall be appoin ted by t h e General 
Assembly u p o n t h e recommendat ion of the Security Council. H e shall be the chief 
adminis t ra t ive officer of t h e Organization. 
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Article 98 
T h e Secretary-General shall a c t in t h a t capaci ty in all meetings of t h e General 

Assembly, of t h e Securi ty Council, of t h e Economic and Social Council, and of t h e 
Trus teesh ip Council, a n d shall perform such o ther functions as a re en t rus ted t o him 
by these organs. T h e Secretary-General shall make an annua l repor t t o t h e General 
Assembly on t h e work of t h e Organizat ion. 

Article 99 
T h e Secretary-General m a y bring t o t h e a t t en t ion of t h e Securi ty Council any 

m a t t e r which in his opinion m a y th rea t en t h e main tenance of internat ional peace 
and securi ty. 

Article 100 
1. I n t h e performance of the i r dut ies t h e Secretary-General and t h e staff shall 

no t seek or receive instruct ions from a n y Government or from a n y o ther au thor i ty 
ex te rna l t o t h e Organization. T h e y shall refrain from a n y act ion which might 
reflect on thei r posit ion as in terna t ional officials responsible only t o t h e Organization. 

2. E a c h Member of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions under takes t o respect t h e exc lus ive ly 
in ternat ional charac ter of t h e responsibilities of t h e Secretary-General a n d the staff 
and no t t o seek t o influence t h e m in t h e discharge of the i r responsibilities. 

Article 101 
1. T h e staff shall be appoin ted by t h e Secretary-General under regulations 

establ ished b y t h e General Assembly. 
2. Appropr ia te staffs shall be pe rmanen t ly assigned t o t h e Economic a n d Social 

Council, t h e Trusteeship Council, and , as required, t o other organs of t h e Uni ted 
Nat ions . These staffs shall form a p a r t of t h e Secretar iat . 

3 . T h e p a r a m o u n t consideration in t h e employment of t h e staff and in the 
de te rmina t ion of t h e condit ions of service shall be t h e necessity of securing t h e 
highest s t a n d a r d s of efficiency, competence, a n d integri ty . D u e regard shall be 
paid t o t h e impor tance of recrui t ing t h e staff on as wide a geographical basis as 
possible. 

CHAPTER XVI 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Article 102 
1. E v e r y t r e a ty and every internat ional agreement entered in to by a n y Member 

of t h e U n i t e d Nat ions after t h e present Char te r comes into force shall as soon as 
possible be registered with t h e Secretar iat and published by i t . 

2. N o p a r t y t o a n y such t r c a t y or in ternat ional agreement which has no t been 
registered in accordance wi th t h e provisions of pa rag raph 1 of th is Article m a y 
invoke t h a t t r e a t y or agreement before a n y organ of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions . 

Article 103 
I n t h e even t of a conflict between the obligations of the Members of t h e Uni ted 

Nat ions u n d e r t h e present Char te r and thei r obligations unde r any o ther inter­
nat ional agreement , the i r obligations unde r the present Char te r shall prevai l . 

Article 104 
The Organizat ion shall enjoy in the ter r i tory of each of i t s Members such legal 

capaci ty as m a y be necessary for t h e exercise of its functions and t h e fulfilment 
of i ts purposes . 

Article 105 
1. T h e Organizat ion shall enjoy in t h e te r r i to ry of each of its Members such 

privileges and immuni t ies as are necessary for t h e fulfilment of its purposes. 
2. Represen ta t ives of t h e Members of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions a n d officials of t h e 

Organization shall similarly enjoy such privileges and immuni t ies as a re necessary 
for t h e independent exercise of the i r functions in connection with t h e Organizat ion. 

3 . T h e General Assembly m a y m a k e recommendat ions with a view to de te rmining 
the detai ls of t h e appl icat ion of pa rag raphs 1 a n d 2 of th is Article or m a y propose 
convent ions t o t h e Members of t h e Uni t ed Na t ions for th i s purpose . 
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CHAPTER XVII 
TRANSITIONAL SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS 

Article 106 
Pending t h e coming in to force of such special agreements referred t o in Article 43 

as in t h e opinion of t h e Secur i ty Council enable i t t o begin t h e exercise of its 
responsibilities under Article 42 , t h e par t ies t o t h e Four -Nat ion Declarat ion, signed 
a t Moscow, October 30, 1943, a n d France , shall, in accordance wi th t h e provisions 
of pa ragraph 5 of t h a t Declarat ion, consult wi th one ano ther a n d as occasion requires 
with o ther Members of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions wi th a view to such jo in t act ion on behalf 
of t h e Organization as m a y be necessary for t h e purpose of main ta in ing in ternat ional 
peace and securi ty. 

Article 107 
Nothing in the presen t Char te r shall inval idate or preclude act ion, in relat ion to 

a n y s ta te which dur ing t h e Second Wor ld W a r has been a n enemy of a n y signatory 
to t h e present Charter , t aken or author ized as a resul t of t h a t war by t h e Governments 
having responsibility for such act ion. 

CHAPTER XVIII 
AMENDMENTS 

Article 108 
Amendments t o t h e present Char ter shall come into force for all Members of t h e 

United Na t ions when they h a v e been adop ted b y a vote of two th i rds of t h e members 
of the General Assembly a n d ratified in accordance wi th the i r respective const i tu­
tional processes b y t w o th i rds of t h e Members of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions , including all 
the pe rmanen t members of t h e Securi ty Council. 

Article 109 
1. A General Conference of t h e Members of t h e Uni ted Nat ions for t h e purpose 

of reviewing t h e present Char te r m a y be held a t a da t e and place t o be fixed by a 
two-thirds vote of t h e members of t h e General Assembly a n d by a vote of a n y seven 
members of t h e Securi ty Council. E a c h Member of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions shall have 
one vote in t h e conference. 

2. Any al tera t ion of t h e present Char ter recommended by a two-thi rds vote of 
t h e conference shall t ake effect when ratified in accordance wi th the i r respective 
const i tut ional processes by two th i rds of t h e Members of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions including 
all t h e pe r ma ne n t members of t h e Securi ty Council. 

3 . I f such a conference has n o t been held before t h e t e n t h annua l session of the 
General Assembly following t h e coming in to force of t h e present Charter , t h e proposal 
t o call such a conference shall be placed on t h e agenda of t h a t session of the General 
Assembly, and t h e conference shall be held if so decided b y a major i ty vote of the 
members of the General Assembly and by a vote of a n y seven members of t h e Securi ty 
Council. 

CHAPTER XIX 
RATIFICATION AND SIGNATURE 

Article 110 
1. The present Char te r shall be ratified by t h e s ignatory s ta tes in accordance 

with the i r respective const i tu t ional processes. 
2. The ratification shall be deposi ted wi th t h e Government of the Uni t ed S ta tes 

of America, which shall notify all t h e s ignatory S ta tes of each deposi t a s well as the 
Secretary-General of t h e Organizat ion when h e has been appoin ted . 

3 . The present Char te r shall come into force u p o n t h e deposi t of ratifications by 
the Republ ic of China, F rance , the Union of Soviet Socialist Republ ics , t h e Uni t ed 
Kingdom of Great Br i ta in a n d Nor the rn I re land, a n d t h e Un i t ed S ta tes of America, 
and by a major i ty of t h e o the r s ignatory S ta tes . A protocol of t h e ratifications 
deposi ted shall thereupon be d rawn u p by t h e Government of t h e Un i t ed S ta tes of 
America which shall communica te copies thereof t o all t h e s ignatory s ta tes . 

4. The s ta tes s ignatory t o t h e present Char ter which rat ify i t after i t has come 
into force will become original Members of the Uni t ed Nat ions on t h e d a t e of t h e 
deposit of their respective ratifications. 
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Article 111 
The present Charter , of which t h e Chinese, F rench , Russian, English, a n d Spanish 

tex ts a re equally au thent ic , shall remain deposited in t h e archives of t h e Government 
of t h e Un i t ed S ta tes of America. Du ly certified copies thereof shall be t r ansmi t t ed 
by t h a t Government t o t h e Governments of t h e o ther s ignatory S ta tes . 

I N F A I T H W H E R E O F the representa t ives of the Governments of the Uni t ed Nat ions 
have signed t h e present Charter . 

D O N E a t t h e city of San Francisco t h e twenty-s ix th d a y of J u n e , one thousand 
nine hund red and forty-five. 

STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE. 
Article 1 

The In te rna t iona l Cour t of Jus t i ce established by the Char ter of t h e Uni ted 
Nat ions as the principal judicial organ of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions shall be const i tuted 
and shall function in accordance with t h e provisions of the present S t a t u t e . 

CHAPTER I 
ORGANIZATION OF THE COURT 

Article 2 
The Court shall be composed of a body of independent judges, elected regardless 

of their nat ional i ty from among persons of high moral character , who possess the 
qualifications required in the i r respective countries for appo in tmen t t o t h e highest 
judicial offices, or are jurisconsults of recognized competence in in ternat ional law. 

Article 3 
1. T h e Court shall consist of fifteen members , no two of whom m a y be nat ionals 

of t h e same s ta te . 

2. A person who for t h e purposes of membership in the Court could be regarded 
as a nat ional of more t h a n one s t a t e shall be deemed t o be a nat ional of t h e one in 
which he ordinari ly exercises civil a n d political r ights . 

Article 4 
1. T h e members of the Cour t shall be elected by t h e General Assembly and by 

the Securi ty Council from a list of persons nomina ted by t h e na t iona l groups in the 
Pe rmanen t Cour t of Arbi t ra t ion , in accordance wi th t h e following provisions. 

2. I n t h e case of Members of the Un i t ed Nat ions no t represented in t h e P e r m a n e n t 
Court of Arbi t ra t ion , candidates shall be nomina ted by na t iona l groups appointed 
for th i s purpose by the i r governments under t h e same conditions as those prescribed 
for members of t h e P e r m a n e n t Court of Arbi t ra t ion by Article 44 of t h e Convention 
of T h e H a g u e of 1907 for t h e pacific se t t lement of in ternat ional disputes . 

3 . T h e conditions unde r which a s t a t e which is a p a r t y t o t h e presen t S t a t u t e 
bu t is n o t a Member of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions m a y par t ic ipa te in electing t h e members 
of t h e Cour t shall, in t h e absence of a special agreement , be laid down by t h e General 
Assembly upon recommendat ion of the Securi ty Council. 

Article 5 
1. A t least three m o n t h s before the d a t e of the election, the Secretary-General 

of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions shall address a wr i t ten reques t to t h e members of t h e 
P e r m a n e n t Cour t of Arb i t ra t ion belonging t o t h e s ta tes which are par t ies t o t h e 
present S t a t u t e , a n d to t h e members of the na t iona l groups appoin ted unde r Article 4, 
paragraph 2, invi t ing t h e m t o under t ake , within a given t ime , by nat ional groups , 
the nominat ion of persons in a posi t ion to accept t h e dut ies of a member of t h e Court . 

2. N o g roup m a y nomina te more t h a n four persons, no t more t h a n two of whom 
shall be of the i r own nat ional i ty . I n n o case m a y the n u m b e r of candidates 
nominated b y a group be more t h a n double t h e number of seats t o be filled. 

Article 6 
Before making these nominat ions , each nat ional g roup is recommended to consult 

its highest cour t of just ice , i t s legal faculties a n d schools of law, a n d i ts nat ional 
academies and nat ional sections of in ternat ional academies devoted t o t h e s t udy of 
law. 
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Article 7 
1. T h e Secretary-General shall p repare a list in a lphabet ical order of all the 

persons t hus nominated . Save as provided in Article 12, pa rag raph 2, these shall 
be t h e only persons eligible. 

2. T h e Secretary-General shall submi t th is list to t h e General Assembly and to 
the Securi ty Council. 

Article 8 
The General Assembly a n d t h e Securi ty Council shall proceed independently of 

one ano ther t o elect t h e members of t h e Court . 

Article 9 
At every election, t h e electors shall bear in mind no t only t h a t the persons to be 

elected should individually possess t h e qualifications required, bu t also t h a t in the 
body as a whole t h e representa t ion of t h e main forms of civilization and of the 
principal legal systems of t h e world should be assured. 

Article 10 
1. Those candidates who obta in an absolute major i ty of votes in the General 

Assembly a n d in t h e Secur i ty Council shall be considered as elected. 
2. A n y vote of t h e Securi ty Council, whether for the election of judges or for 

the appo in tmen t of members of the conference envisaged in Article 12, shall be taken 
wi thout a n y dist inction between pe rmanen t and non-permanent members of the 
Securi ty Council. 

3. I n the even t of more t h a n one nat ional of t h e same s t a t e obtaining a n absolute 
majori ty of t h e votes bo th of t h e General Assembly and of the Securi ty Council, 
the eldest of these only shall be considered as elected. 

Article 11 
If, after t h e first meet ing held for t h e purpose of the election, one or more 

seats remain t o be filled, a second and , if necessary, a th i rd meet ing shall t ake place. 

Article 12 
1. If, after the th i rd meet ing, one or more seats still remain unfilled, a joint 

conference consisting of six members , three appoin ted by t h e General Assembly 
and th ree by t h e Secur i ty Council, m a y be formed a t a n y t ime a t t h e reques t of either 
the General Assembly or t h e Securi ty Council, for t h e purpose of choosing b y the 
vote of an absolute major i ty one n a m e for each sea t still vacan t , to submi t t o the 
General Assembly a n d t h e Securi ty Council for the i r respective acceptance. 

2. If t h e jo in t conference is unanimously agreed upon a n y person who fulfils 
the required condit ions, he m a y be included in i ts list, even though he was not 
included in t h e list of nominat ions referred to in Article 7. 

3 . I f t h e jo in t conference is satisfied t h a t i t will no t be successful in procuring 
an election, those members of t h e Cour t who have a l ready been elected shall, within 
a period t o be fixed by t h e Securi ty Council, proceed t o fill t h e vacan t seats by 
selection from among those candidates who have obta ined votes e i ther in t h e General 
Assembly or in the Secur i ty Council. 

4. I n t h e even t of an equal i ty of votes among the judges, t h e eldest judge shall 
have a cast ing vote . 

Article 13 
1. T h e members of the Cour t shall be elected for nine years and m a y be re-elected; 

provided, however, t h a t of t h e judges elected a t the first election, t h e t e rms of five 
judges shall expire a t t h e end of th ree years a n d the t e rms of five more judges shall 
expire a t t h e end of six years . 

2. The judges whose terms a re t o expire a t the end of t h e above-ment ioned initial 
periods of th ree and six years shall be chosen by lot t o be d rawn by t h e Secretary-General immedia te ly after t h e first election has been completed. 

3 . T h e members of the Cour t shall cont inue t o discharge the i r dut ies unt i l their 
places h a v e been filled. Though replaced, t h e y shall finish a n y cases which they 
m a y h a v e begun. 

4 . I n t h e case of t h e resignation of a member of t h e Court , t h e resignat ion shall 
be addressed t o t h e Pres ident of t h e Court for transmission t o t h e Secretary-General . 
This last notification makes t h e place vacan t . 
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Article 14 
Vacancies shall be filled by t h e same me thod as t h a t laid down for t h e first 

election, subject to t h e following p rov i s ion : t h e Secretary-General shall, wi thin one 
month of t h e occurrence of t h e vacancy, proceed to issue t h e invi ta t ions provided 
for in Article 5, and t h e d a t e of t h e election shall be fixed b y t h e Securi ty Council. 

Article 15 
A member of t h e Cour t elected t o replace a member whose te rm of office has no t 

expired shall hold office for t h e remainder of his predecessor 's t e rm. 

Article 16 
1. N o member of t h e Cour t m a y exercise a n y political or adminis t ra t ive function, 

or engage in a n y o ther occupat ion of a professional na tu re . 
2. Any d o u b t on th i s po in t shall be set t led by t h e decision of t h e Court . 

Article 17 
1. N o member of t h e Cour t m a y ac t as agent , counsel, or advoca te in a n y case. 
2. N o member m a y par t ic ipa te in t h e decision of a n y case in which he has 

previously t a k e n p a r t as agent , counsel, or advoca te for one of the par t ies , o r a s a 
member of a nat ional or in terna t ional cour t , or of a commission of inquiry , or in any 
o ther capaci ty . 

3. Any d o u b t on th i s po in t shall be set t led by t h e decision of t h e Court . 

Article 18 
1. N o member of t h e Cour t can be dismissed unless, in t h e unan imous opinion of 

the o ther members , h e has ceased t o fulfil t h e required condit ions. 
2. Fo rma l notification thereof shall be m a d e to t h e Secretary-General by the 

Registrar. 
3. Th is notification m a k e s t h e place vacan t . 

Article 19 
T h e , members of t h e Court , when engaged on t h e business of t h e Court , shall 

enjoy diplomat ic privileges a n d immunit ies . 

Article 20 
E v e r y member of t h e Cour t shall, before t ak ing u p his dut ies , m a k e a solemn 

declarat ion in open cour t t h a t he will exercise his powers impar t ia l ly and 
conscientiously. 

Article 21 
1. T h e Court shall elect i ts Pres iden t a n d Vice-President for th ree y e a r s ; they 

m a y be re-elected. 
2. T h e Cour t shall appo in t i ts Regis t ra r and m a y provide for t h e appo in tmen t 

of such o ther officers as m a y be necessary. 

Article 22 
1. T h e sea t of t h e Cour t shall be established a t T h e Hague . Th is , however, 

shall n o t p reven t t h e Cour t from si t t ing a n d exercising i ts functions elsewhere whenever 
the Cour t considers i t desirable. 

2. T h e Pres iden t a n d t h e Regis t rar shall reside a t t h e sea t of t h e Cour t . 

Article 23 
1. T h e Cour t shall remain pe rmanen t ly in session, except dur ing t h e judicial 

vacat ions, t h e da tes a n d dura t ion of which shall b e fixed by t h e Court . 
2. Members of t h e Cour t are enti t led t o periodic leave, t h e da tes a n d dura t ion 

of which shall be fixed by t h e Court , having in mind t h e dis tance between T h e Hague 
and t h e home of each judge . 

3 . Members of t h e Cour t shall be bound, unless t h e y a re on leave or prevented 
from a t t end ing by illness o r o the r serious reasons duly explained t o t h e President , 
to bold themselves pe rmanen t ly a t t h e disposal of t h e Court . 
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Article 24 
1. If, for some special reason, a member of t h e Court considers t h a t he should 

no t t a k e p a r t in the decision of a par t icular case, he shall so inform the Pres iden t . 
2. I f the Pres ident considers t h a t for some special reason one of t h e members of 

t h e Court should no t sit in a par t icular case, ho shall give him notice accordingly. 
3. I f in a n y such case t h e member of t h e Cour t and t h e Pres iden t disagree, t h e 

m a t t e r shall be set t led by t h e decision of t h e Court . 

Article 25 
1. T h e full Cour t shall sit except when i t is expressly provided otherwise in t h e 

present S t a t u t e . 
2. Subject t o t h e condit ion t h a t t h e number of judges avai lable t o const i tu te 

t h e Cour t is n o t t he reby reduced below eleven, t h e Rules of t h e Cour t m a y provide 
for allowing one or more judges , according t o circumstances a n d in ro ta t ion , t o be 
dispensed from si t t ing. 

3 . A quorum of nine judges shall suffice t o cons t i tu te t h e Court . 

Article 26 
1. T h e Cour t m a y from t ime t o t ime form one or more chambers , composed of 

three or more judges as t h e Cour t m a y de te rmine , for deal ing wi th par t icular 
categories of cases ; for example , l abour cases a n d cases re la t ing t o t r ans i t and 
communica t ions . 

2. The Cour t m a y a t a n y t ime form a chamber for dealing wi th a par t icular case. 
T h e n u m b e r of judges t o cons t i tu te such a chamber shall be de termined by t h e Court 
wi th t h e approva l of t h e par t ies . 

3 . Cases shall be hea rd a n d de termined by t h e chambers provided for in this 
Article if t h e par t ies so request . 

Article 27 
A j u d g m e n t given by a n y of t h e chambers provided for in Articles 26 a n d 29 

shall be considered as rendered by t h e Court . 

Article 28 
T h e chambers provided for in Articles 26 a n d 29 may , wi th t h e consent of the 

part ies, s i t a n d exercise the i r functions elsewhere t h a n a t T h e Hague . 

Article 29 
W i t h a view t o t h e speedy despatch of business, t h e Cour t shall form annual ly 

a chamber composed of five judges which, a t t h e reques t of t h e par t ies , m a y hear 
and de termine cases by s u m m a r y procedure. In addi t ion , t w o judges shall be selected 
for t h e purpose of replacing judges who find i t impossible t o s i t . 

Article 30 
1. T h e Cour t shall frame rules for carrying ou t i ts functions. I n par t icular , 

i t shall l ay down rules of procedure . 
2. The Rules of t h e Cour t m a y provide for assessors t o s i t with t h e Court or with 

a n y of i ts chambers , wi thou t t h e r ight t o vote . 

Article 31 
1. Judges of t h e na t ional i ty of each of t h e par t ies shall re ta in the i r r ight t o sit 

in t h e case before t h e Cour t . 
2. I f t h e Court includes upon t h e Bench a judge of t h e na t iona l i ty of one of the 

par t ies , a n y o ther p a r t y m a y choose a person t o s i t as judge . Such person, shall be 
chosen preferably from among those persons who h a v e been nomina t ed as candidates 
as provided in Articles 4 a n d 5. 

3 . I f the Court includes u p o n t h e Bench no judge of t h e na t iona l i ty of t h e par t ies , 
each of these par t ies m a y proceed t o choose a judge as provided in pa rag raph 2 of 
th i s Article. 

4 . The provisions of th i s Article shall app ly t o t h e case of Articles 26 a n d 29. 
I n such cases, the Pres iden t shall reques t one or, if necessary, t w o of t h e members 
of t h e Cour t forming t h e Chamber t o give place t o t h e members of t h e Cour t of the 
nat ional i ty of t h e par t ies concerned, and , failing such, or if t h e y are unable t o be 
present , t o t h e judges specially chosen by t h e par t ies . 
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5. Should there be several par t ies in t h e same interest , t h e y shall, for t h e purpose 
of the preceding provisions, be reckoned as one p a r t y only. A n y d o u b t upon this 
point shall be set t led b y t h e decision of t h e Court . 

6. Judges chosen as laid down in pa ragraphs 2, 3 , and 4 of th i s Article shall fulfil 
t h e conditions required by Articles 2, 17 (paragraph 2), 20, and 24 of t h e present 
S t a tu t e . They shall t a k e p a r t in t h e decision on t e rms of complete equal i ty with 
the i r colleagues. 

Article 32 
1. E a c h member of t h e Cour t shall receive a n annua l salary. 

2. T h e Pres ident shall receive a special annua l allowance. 

3. T h e Vice-President shall receive a special allowance for every d a y on which 
he ac t s a s Pres ident . 

4. T h e judges chosen under Article 3 1 , o ther t h a n members of t h e Court , shall 
receive compensat ion for each d a y on which t h e y exercise the i r functions. 

5. These salaries, allowances, a n d compensat ion shall be fixed by t h e General 
Assembly. They m a y no t be decreased dur ing t h e t e r m of office. 

6. T h e sa lary of t h e Regis t ra r shall be fixed b y t h e General Assembly on t h e 
proposal of t h e Court . 

7. Regula t ions m a d e by t h e General Assembly shall fix t h e condit ions u n d e r 
which re t i rement pensions m a y be given t o members of t h e Court and t o t h e Regis t rar , 
and t h e condit ions unde r which members of t h e Court a n d t h e Regis t ra r shall h a v e 
their t ravell ing expenses refunded. 

8. T h e above salaries, allowances, and compensat ion shall be free of all t axa t ion . 

Article 33 
The expenses of the Cour t shall be borne by t h e Un i t ed Na t ions in such a m a n n e r 

as shall be decided by t h e General Assembly. 

CHAPTER II 
COMPETENCE OF THE COURT 

Article 34 
1. Only s t a tes m a y be par t ies in cases before t h e Court . 

2. T h e Court , subject t o a n d in conformity wi th its Rules , m a y request of publ ic 
internat ional organizat ions information re levant t o cases before i t , and shall receive 
such information presented by such organizat ions on thei r own ini t ia t ive. 

3 . Whenever t h e construct ion of t h e cons t i tuen t i n s t rumen t of a public 
in ternat ional organizat ion or of a n in ternat ional convent ion adop ted thereunder is 
in quest ion in a case before t h e Court , t he Regis t ra r shall so notify the publ ic 
internat ional organization concerned a n d shall communica te t o i t copies of all t h e 
wr i t ten proceedings. 

Article 35 
1. T h e Court shall be open t o t h e s ta tes par t ies to the present S t a t u t e . 

2. T h e condit ions unde r which t h e Court shall be open t o o ther s ta tes shall, 
subject t o t h e special provisions conta ined in t rea t ies in force, be laid down by t h e 
Securi ty Council, bu t in no case shall such conditions place t h e par t ies in a position 
of inequal i ty before t h e Cour t . 

3 . W h e n a s t a t e which is no t a Member of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions is a p a r t y t o a 
case, t h e Cour t shall fix t h e a m o u n t which t h a t p a r t y is t o cont r ibute towards t h e 
expenses of t h e Court . Th is provision shall no t apply if such s t a t e is bearing a share 
of t h e expenses of the Court . 

Article 36 
1. T h e jurisdiction of t h e Cour t comprises all cases which t h e par t ies refer to 

it and all ma t t e r s specially provided for in the Char te r of t h e Uni t ed Nat ions or in 
t reat ies and conventions in force. 
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2. T h e s t a tes par t ies t o t h e present S t a t u t e m a y a t a n y t i m e declare t h a t they 
recognize as compulsory ipso facto a n d wi thou t special agreement , in relat ion t o a n y 
other s t a t e accept ing t h e same obligation, t h e jurisdict ion of t h e Cour t i n all legal 
disputes concerning: 

a. t h e in te rpre ta t ion of a t r e a t y ; 
b . a n y question of in ternat ional l a w ; 
c. t h e existence of a n y fact which, if established, would const i tu te a breach 

of a n in te rna t iona l ob l iga t ion ; 
d. t h e n a t u r e or ex t en t of t h e reparat ion t o be made for t h e breach of an 

in te rna t iona l obl igat ion. 
3. The declarat ions referred t o above m a y be m a d e uncondi t ional ly or on 

condition of reciprocity on t h e p a r t of several or cer ta in s ta tes , or for a cer ta in t ime . 
4. Such declarat ions shall be deposi ted w i t h t h e Secretary-General of t h e Uni t ed 

Nations, who shall t r a n s m i t copies thereof t o t h e par t ies t o t h e S t a t u t e a n d t o t h e 
Registrar of t h e Court . 

5. Declarat ions m a d e under Article 36 of t h e S t a t u t e of t h e P e r m a n e n t Cour t of 
In te rna t iona l Jus t i ce a n d which are still in force shall be deemed, as be tween t h e 
part ies to t h e present S t a t u t e , t o be acceptances of t h e compulsory jur isdict ion of 
the In te rna t iona l Cour t of Jus t i ce for t h e period which they still h a v e t o run a n d in 
accordance wi th the i r t e r m s . 

6. I n t h e even t of a d i spu te as t o whether t h e Cour t has jurisdict ion, the ma t t e r 
shall be sett led by t h e decision of t h e Court . 

Article 37 
Whenever a t r e a t y or convention in fores provides for reference of a m a t t e r t o a 

t r ibuna l to h i v e b e e n ins t i tu ted by the League of Nat ions , or t o the p e r m a n e n t C o u r t 
of In te rna t iona l Jus t i ce , t h e m a t t e r shall, as be tween the par t ies t o t h e presen t 
S t a t u t e , be referred t o t h e In te rna t iona l Court of Jus t i ce . 

Article 38 
1. T h e Court , whose function is t o decide in accordance with in te rna t iona l law 

such disputes as are submi t t ed to i t , shall a p p l y : 
a. in ternat ional conventions, whether general or par t icular , establishing rules 

expressly recognized by t h e contes t ing s t a t e s ; 
b. in ternat ional cus tom, as evidence of a general pract ice accepted as l a w ; 
c. the general principles of law recognized by civilized n a t i o n s ; 
d. subject t o the provisions of Article 59, judicial decisions a n d t h e teachings 

of t h e mos t highly qualified publicists of t h e various na t ions , as subsidiary 
means for the de te rmina t ion of rules of law. 

2. This provision shall n o t prejudice t h e power of t h e Cour t t o decide a case 
ex aequo et bono, if t h e par t ies agree the re to . 

CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 

Article 39 
1. The official languages of the Court shall be French a n d English. I f the par t ies 

agree t h a t t h e case shall be conducted in French , t h e j u d g m e n t shall be delivered in 
French. I f t h e par t ies agree t h a t t h e case shall be conducted in English, t h e j u d g m e n t 
shall be delivered in English. 

2 . I n t h e absence of a n ag reemen t as to which language shall be employed, each 
p a r t y m a y . in t h e pleadings , use the language which i t p re fe r s ; t h e decision of the 
Cour t shall be given in French a n d English. I n this case the Court shall a t t h e same 
t ime determine which of t h e two t ex t s shall be considered as au tho r i t a t i ve . 

3 . The Cour t shall, a t t h e reques t of a n y p a r t y , authorize a language o ther t h a n 
French or English t o be used b y t h a t p a r t y . 

Article 40 
1. Cases are brought before t h e Court , as t h e case m a y be, e i ther by t h e notification 

of t h e special ag reement or by a wr i t t en appl icat ion addressed to t h e Regis t rar . In 
e i ther case the subject of t h e d ispute and t h e par t ies shall be indicated. 
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2. The Regis t rar shall for thwith communica te t h e appl icat ion to all concerned. 
3. H e shall also notify t h e Members of t h e Uni ted Na t ions through t h e Secretary. 

General, and also a n y o the r s ta tes ent i t led t o appear before t h e Cour t . 

Article 41 
1. The Court shall h a v e t h e power to indicate, if i t considers t h a t circumstances 

so require, a n y provisional measures which ought to be t aken t o preserve t h e respective 
r ights of e i ther pa r ty . 

2. Pending t h e final decision, notice of t h e measures suggested shall forthwith 
be given t o the parties and to the Security Council. 

Article 42 
1. The part ies shall be represented by agents . 
2. They m a y have t h e assistance of counsel or advocates before t h e Court . 
3. The agents , counsel, and advocates of par t ies before t h e Cour t shall enjoy 

the privileges and immuni t i e s necessary t o t h e independent exercise of the i r duties. 

Article 43 
1. The procedure shall consist of two p a r t s : wr i t ten and oral. 
2. The wri t ten proceedings shall consist of t h e communicat ion to t h e Cour t and 

t o the par t ies of memorials , counter-memorials and , if necessary, rep l ies ; also all 
papers a n d documents in support . 

3. These communicat ions shall be m a d e through t h e Registrar , in t h e order and 
within t h e t i m e fixed by t h e Court . 

4. A certified copy of every document produced by one pa r t y shall be 
communicated t o t h e o ther p a r t y . 

5. The oral proceedings shall consist of t h e hearing by the Court of witnesses, 
exper ts , agents , counsel, and advocates . 

Article 44 
1. F o r t h e service of all notices upon persons o ther t h a n the agents , counsel, 

and advocates , t h e Court shall apply direct to t h e government of t h e s ta te upon 
whose te r r i tory t h e notice has t o be served. 

2. The same provision shall apply whenever steps are to be t aken to procure 
evidence on the spot . 

Article 45 
The hearing shall be under the control of t h e Pres ident or, if he is unable to preside, 

of the Vice-Pres ident ; if nei ther is able t o preside, the senior judge present shall 
preside. 

Article 46 
The hearing in Court shall be public, unless t h e Court shall decide otherwise, 

or unless t h e par t ies demand t h a t t h e public be not admi t t ed . 

Article 47 
1. Minutes shall be m a d e a t each hearing and signed by the Registrar and the 

President. 
2. These minutes alone shall be au then t i c . 

Article 48 
The Court shall make orders for the conduct of the case, shall decide the form 

and t ime in which each p a r t y m u s t conclude its a rguments , and make all a r rangements 
connected wi th the tak ing of evidence. 

Article 49 
The Court may , even before the hearing begins, call upon t h e agents to produce 

any documen t or t o supply a n y explanat ions . Formal note shall be t aken of any 
refusal. 

Article 50 
The Cour t may , a t a n y t ime, en t rus t a n y individual , body, bureau, commission, 

or o ther organization t h a t i t m a y select, with t h e task of carrying out an enquiry 
or giving a n exper t opinion. 
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Article 51 
During t h e hear ing a n y re levant quest ions are t o be p u t t o t h e witnesses and 

exper ts under t h e condit ions laid down b y t h e Court in t h e rules of procedure referred 
t o in Article 30. 

Article 52 
After t h e Cour t has received t h e proofs and evidence wi th in t h e t ime specified 

for t h e purpose, i t m a y refuse t o accept a n y further oral or wr i t ten evidence t h a t 
one p a r t y m a y desire t o present unless t h e o ther side consents. 

Article 53 
1. Whenever one of t h e par t ies does no t appea r before t h e Cour t , or fails t o defend 

t s case, t h e o the r p a r t y m a y call upon t h e Cour t t o decide in favour of i ts claim. 
2. T h e Court mus t , before doing so, satisfy itself, no t only t h a t i t has jurisdiction 

in accordance wi th Articles 36 a n d 37, b u t also t h a t t h e claim is well founded in fact 
a n d law. 

Article 54 
1. When , subject t o t h e control of t h e Court , t h e agents , counsel, a n d advoca tes 

have completed thei r presenta t ion of t h e case, t h e Pres ident shall declare t h e hearing 
closed. 

2. The Court shall wi thdraw t o consider t h e judgmen t . 
3. T h e deliberations of t h e Cour t shall t a k e place in pr iva te and remain secret. 

Article 55 
1. All questions shall be decided by a major i ty of t h e judges present . 
2. I n t h e event of a n equa l i ty of votes , t h e Pres ident or t h e judge who a c t s in his 

p l a c e shall h a v e a cas t ing vo te . 
Article 56 

1. The j udgmen t shall s t a t e t h e reasons on which i t is based. 
2. I t shall conta in t h e names of t h e judges who have t a k e n p a r t in t h e decision. 

Article 57 
If t h e judgment does no t represent in whole or in p a r t t h e unan imous opinion of 

the judges, a n y judge shall be ent i t led t o deliver a separate opinion. 

Article 58 
The judgment shall be signed by t h e Pres ident and by t h e Regis t rar . I t shall 

be read in open court , due not ice hav ing been given t o t h e agents . 

Article 59 
The decision of t h e Cour t has no binding force except between t h e par t ies and in 

respect of t h a t par t icu lar case. 
Article 60 

The judgmen t is final a n d wi thou t appea l . I n t h e even t of d i spu te as t o t h e 
meaning or scope of t h e j udgmen t , t h e Cour t shall construe i t upon t h e reques t of any 
p a r t y . 

Article 61 
1. An applicat ion for revision of a j u d g m e n t m a y be m a d e only when i t is based 

upon t h e discovery of some fact of such a n a t u r e as t o be a decisive factor , which 
fact was, when t h e j udgmen t was given, unknown to t h e Cour t a n d also t o t h e p a r t y 
claiming revision, a lways provided t h a t such ignorance was n o t due t o negligence. 

2. The proceedings for revision shall be opened by a j u d g m e n t of t h e Cour t 
expressly recording t h e existence of t h e new fact, recognizing t h a t i t h a s such a 
character a s t o lay t h e case open t o revision, a n d declaring t h e appl ica t ion admissible 
on th i s ground. 

3 . The Court m a y require previous compliance wi th t h e t e r m s of t h e j u d g m e n t 
before i t a d m i t s proceedings in revision. 

4 . The appl icat ion for revision m u s t be m a d e a t la tes t wi th in six m o n t h s of t h e 
discovery of t h e new fact . 

5. N o appl icat ion for revision m a y be m a d e after t h e lapse of t e n yea r s from t h e 
d a t e of t h e judgmen t . 
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Article 62 
1. Should a s t a t e consider t h a t i t has an in teres t of a legal n a t u r e which m a y be 

affected by t h e decision in the case, i t m a y submi t a request to t h e Cour t t o be 
pe rmi t t ed t o intervene. 

2. I t shall be for t h e Cour t t o decide upon th i s request . 

Article 63 
1. Whenever t h e construct ion of a convention t o which s t a tes o the r t h a n those 

concerned in t h e case are par t ies is in question, t h e Regis t rar shall notify all such 
s ta tes for thwith . 

2. E v e r y s t a t e so notified has t h e r ight t o in tervene in the proceedings ; b u t 
if i t uses this r ight , t h e construct ion given b y the j udgmen t will be equal ly binding 
upon i t . 

Article 64 
Unless otherwise decided by the Court , each p a r t y shall bear its own costs. 

CHAPTER IV 
ADVISORY OPINIONS 

Article 65 
1. T h e Cour t m a y give an advisory opinion on a n y legal question a t the request 

of wha tever body m a y be au thor ized by or in accordance wi th t h e Char ter of t h e 
Un i t ed Na t ions t o m a k e such a request . 

2. Questions upon which t h e advisory opinion of the Court is asked shall be laid 
before t h e Court by means of a wr i t t en reques t containing an exac t s t a t e m e n t of t h e 
quest ion upon which an opinion is required, a n d accompanied by all documents likely 
to th row light upon t h e question. 

Article 66 
1. T h e Regis t rar shall for thwith give notice of t h e request for a n advisory opinion 

to all s ta tes ent i t led t o appear before the Court . 
2. T h e Regis t ra r shall also, b y moans of a special a n d direct communicat ion, 

notify a n y s t a t e ent i t led t o appear before t h e Court or in ternat ional organizat ion 
considered by the Court , or, should i t no t be si t t ing, by t h e Pres ident , as likely t o be 
able t o furnish information on the question, t h a t t h e Cour t will be prepared t o receive, 
within a t ime l imit to be fixed b y t h e Pres ident , wr i t ten s t a t ements , or t o hear, a t a 
public s i t t ing t o be held for t h e purpose, oral s t a t emen t s re la t ing t o t h e question. 

3. Should a n y such s t a t e ent i t led t o appear before t h e Court have failed t o receive 
the special communica t ion referred t o in pa rag raph 2 of th i s Article, such s t a t e 
m a y express a desire t o submi t a wr i t ten s t a t emen t or t o be h e a r d ; a n d the Court 
will decide. 

4 . S ta tes a n d organizat ions having presented wr i t t en or oral s t a t emen t s or bo th 
shall be pe rmi t t ed t o comment on t h e s t a t emen t s m a d e by o ther s ta tes or organizat ion 
in t h e form, t o t h e ex ten t , a n d wi th in t h e t ime limits which t h e Court , or, should i t 
no t be s i t t ing, the? Pres ident , shall decide in each par t icu lar case. Accordingly, 
the Regis t rar shall in due t ime communica te a n y such wr i t ten s t a t emen t s t o s ta tes 
and organizat ions having submi t t ed similar s t a tements . 

Article 67 
The Cour t shall deliver i t s advisory opinions in open cour t , not ice hav ing been 

given t o t h e Secretary-General and t o t h e representa t ives of Members of t h e Uni ted 
Nat ions , of other s ta tes and of in te rna t iona l organizat ions immedia te ly concerned. 

Article 68 
I n the exercise of i ts advisory functions t h e Cour t shall fur ther be guided by t h e 

provisions of t h e present S t a t u t e which apply in conten t ious cases t o t h e ex ten t t o 
which i t recognizes them to be applicable. 

Article 69 
Amendments t o the present S t a t u t e shall be effected by t h e same procedure as is 

provided by t h e Char ter of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions for a m e n d m e n t s t o t h a t Charter , 
subject however to a n y provisions which the General Assembly upon recommendat ion 
of t h e Securi ty Council m a y a d o p t concerning t h e par t ic ipa t ion of s t a t e s which are 
par t ies t o the present S t a t u t e b u t are no t Members of t h e Un i t ed Nat ions . 
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CHAPTER V 

AMENDMENT 

Article 70 
The Court shall have power t o propose such a m e n d m e n t s t o t h e present S t a t u t e 

as i t m a y deem necessary, t h rough wr i t ten communicat ions t o t h e Secretary-General , 
for consideration in conformity wi th t h e provisions of Article 69. 

[Here followed signatures of Representa t ives of t h e following n a t i o n s : — 
Argent ine. E th iopia . Pa ragua y. 
Austral ia. F rance . Pe ru . 
Belgium. Greece. Phil ippine Commonwealth. 
Bolivia. Gua temala . 

Phil ippine Commonwealth. 

Brazil. Ha i t i . Saudi Arabia . 
Byelo-Russian Soviet Honduras . Syria . 

Socialist Republ ic . Ind ia . Turkey . 
Canada. I r an . Ukra in ian Soviet Socialist Republ ic . 
Chile. I r aq . 

Ukra in ian Soviet Socialist Republ ic . 

China. Lebanon. Un ion of Sou th Africa. 
Colombia. Liberia. Un ion of Soviet Socialist 
Costa Rica. Luxembourg . Republ ics . 
Cuba. Mexico. Un i t ed Kingdom. 
Czechoslovakia. Nether lands . Un i t ed S ta tes of 
Denmark . New Zealand. America. 
Dominican Republ ic . Nicaragua. Uruguay . 
Ecuador . Norway. Venezuela. 
Egyp t . P a n a m a . Yugoslavia.] 
El Salvador . 
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