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WIRE AND WIRE NETTING. 

No. 15 of 1927. 

An Act to p rov ide for the G r a n t of F inanc ia l 
Assis tance to the S ta tes a n d to N o r t h Austra l ia 
a n d Cen t r a l Aust ra l ia for t h e purpose of 
supp ly ing W i r e a n d W i r e N e t t i n g to Set t lers . 

[Assented to 8 th Apr i l , 1927.] 

Preamble. WH E R E A S it is expedient to provide for the g ran t of financial 
assistance to the several States for the purpose of the supply 

of wire and wire nett ing to sett lers, and to provide for the supply of 
wire and wire net t ing to settlers in North Austral ia and Central 
Aus t r a l i a : 

Be it therefore enacted by the King's Most Excellent 
Majesty, the Senate, and the House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Austral ia, as follows:— 

Short title. 1. This Act may be cited as the Wire and Wire Netting Act 1927. 

Commencement. 2. This Act shall be deemed to have commenced on the first 
day of July, One thousand nine hundred and twenty-six. 

Definition. 3 . In this Act " w i r e " means fencing wire and includes barbed 
wire. 

Trust 
Account. 

4.—(l.) For the purposes of this Act there shall he a Trust 
Account, known as the Wire and Wire Netting Trust Account, 
which shall be kept in the books of the Treasury. 

(2.) The Account established in pursuance of this section shall 
be a Trust Account within the meaning of section sixty-two A of 
the Audit Act 1901-1926. 

Payments 
to Trust 
Account. 

5. There shall be payable to the Trust Account such sums as are 
from time to t ime appropriated by the Par l iament for the purpose. 

Agreements 
with States 

6. For the purposes of giving effect to this Act in the 
States, the Minister may enter into agreements with the States in 
accordance with the form in the Schedule to this Act. 
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Application of 
Act to North 
Australia and 
Central 
Australia. 

7.—(1.) For the purposes of giving effect to this Act in North 
Australia and Central Australia, the Minister may, out of the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Trust Account, make advances to North 
Australia and Central Australia for the purchase of wire and wire 
netting. 

(2.) Any wire or wire netting so purchased may be supplied to 
settlers in North Australia and Central Australia a t such price, upon 
such conditions and security, and subject to such terms as to payment, 
as are prescribed. 

(3.) Any moneys received by way of payment for wire and wire 
netting supplied to settlers in North Australia or Central Australia 
under this Act shall be paid to the Trust Account. 

Regulations. 8. The Governor-General may make regulations, not inconsistent 
with this Act, prescribing all matters which are required or permitted 
to be prescribed, or which are necessary or convenient to be 
prescribed, for carrying out or giving effect to this Act. 

THE SCHEDULE. 

A N A G R E E M E N T made the d a y of One 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven pursuan t t o the Wire and Wire Net t ing Act 
1 9 2 7 of the Commonweal th of Austra l ia B E T W E E N T H E M I N I S T E R O F S T A T E FOR 
M A R K E T S AND M I G R A T I O N OF T H E COMMONWEALTH O F A U S T R A L I A for and on 
behalf of the Commonweal th of Austral ia (in this Agreement referred to as 
" t h e M i n i s t e r " which expression shall where t h e context so admi t s or requires be 
deemed to mean t h e Minister of S ta te for Markets and Migration for the t ime being or 
the Member of the Federal Execut ive Council for the t ime being performing the dut ies 
of the Minister) of the one p a r t and THE S T A T E OF (here insert Stale) (in this Agree
m e n t referred t o as " t h e S t a t e " ) of the other p a r t : 

W H E R E A S the Sta te is desirous of receiving from the Commonweal th a n d the 
Commonweal th is willing to make t o the S ta te an advance for the purpose of purchasing 
fencing wire (including barbed wire) (in this Agreement referred t o as " w i r e " ) and 
wire ne t t ing to be supplied to sett lers in the S t a t e : 

N O W T H E R E F O R E I T IS MUTUALLY A G R E E D as fol lows:— 

1. T H E Commonweal th shall advance t o t h e S ta te ou t of moneys provided by the 
Par l iament of t h e Commonweal th for the purpose such amoun t s (not exceeding the 
amount s required by t h e Sta te) as the Commonweal th determines for the purchase of 
wire and wire net t ing. 

2 . A L L wire and wire ne t t ing to be purchased by t h e Sta te pur suan t to this Agree
ment shall unless otherwise approved in writing by the Minister be of Austral ian 
manufacture . 

3 . S U B J E C T t o this Agreement t h e S ta te shall supply t o settlers in the S ta te the 
wire and wire ne t t ing purchased wi th the amount s so advanced. 

4. T H E S ta te shall not supply the said wire or wire net t ing t o a n y sett ler unless the 
settler under takes t h a t he will wi th in twelve mon ths after i ts receipt b y h im use the 
wire or wire ne t t ing in t h e erection upon land owned or occupied b y him of rabbit-proof dog-proof or marsupial-proof fences as approved by the S ta te or some au thor i ty 
of the S ta te and for no other purpose . 

5 . T H E S t a t e shall use every reasonable endeavour to ensure t h a t every sett ler 
fulfils t he under t ak ing given by him in pursuance of t h e last preceding clause. 
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6 . T H E S ta t e under takes t o pay to t h e Commonweal th half-yearly for twenty-five 
years calculated on each a m o u n t advanced under th is Agreement— 

(a) a contr ibut ion t o t h e Nat ional Deb t Sinking F u n d established under t h e 
Nat ional Deb t Sinking F u n d Act 1 9 2 3 - 1 9 2 5 or a n y a m e n d m e n t thereof 
or t o a n y sinking fund established by the Commonweal th in lieu thereof 
a t the r a t e of Two per centum per a n n u m of the a m o u n t advanced ; and 

(b) interest a t a r a t e of One per cen tum per a n n u m less t h a n t h a t pa id b y t h e 
Commonweal th on the loan o u t of which the advance is m a d e b u t no t 
exceeding F o u r per cen tum per annum. 

7 . ( 1 ) S U B J E C T to this Agreement the S ta te under takes t h a t t h e supply to a set t ler 
in t h e S ta t e of a n y wire or wire ne t t ing purchased wi th a n y a m o u n t advanced under 
this Agreement shall be upon the condition t h a t the liability of the sett ler t o the S ta t e 
in respect of the wire or wire net t ing so supplied shall be discharged if the set t ler pays 
to the S ta te half-yearly for twenty-five years— 

(a) a sinking fund contr ibut ion a t the r a t e of Two per cen tum per a n n u m of t h e 
amoun t of the value of the wire or wire ne t t ing supplied t o the set t ler ; 
and 

(b) in teres t upon the a m o u n t of the value of the wire or wire ne t t ing supplied 
t o the sett ler a t a ra te no t more t h a n One per cen tum above the r a t e 
charged by the Commonweal th to the S ta t e upon the a m o u n t advanced 
t o the Sta te . 

( 2 ) For the purposes of th is clause " t h e a m o u n t of the value of the wire or wire 
n e t t i n g " shall be deemed t o mean t h e a m o u n t pa id by t h e S ta t e for t h e wire or wire 
net t ing. 

8 . W H E R E the a m o u n t received by the S ta te from settlers in respect of wire or wire 
net t ing supplied to the settlers exceeds the a m o u n t required to be pa id t o the Common
wealth by the S ta te in pursuance of clause six of th is Agreement the S ta te shall p a y t h e 
a m o u n t of the excess to the credit of a Trus t F u n d t o be utilized during the currency 
of t h e agreement for the purpose of purchasing wire and wire ne t t ing t o be supplied 
to settlers on t h e same terms as wire and wire net t ing purchased wi th t h e amoun t s 
advanced t o t h e S ta te under th is Agreement . 

9 . I N addi t ion t o the paymen t s t o be made t o the S ta t e by settlers as provided in 
clause seven of th is Agreement the S ta te m a y — 

(i) charge each set t ler a sum a t the r a t e of One pound ( £ 1 ) per mile of wire net
t ing supplied to t h e set t ler t o cover adminis t ra t ion expenses and losses ; 

(ii) require each sett ler supplied with wire a n d / o r wire ne t t ing on which hand
ling charges a t the por t or place of en t ry into the S ta te of such wire a n d / o r 
wire net t ing have been incurred by t h e S ta te t o bear a proport ion of such 
handling cha rges ; and 

(iii) require each sett ler to bear all freight and car tage charges t o t h e se t t le r ' s 
land of t h e wire a n d / o r wire ne t t ing supplied t o him. 

1 0 . I N a n y case where the S ta te desires t h a t the liability of t h e set t ler t o t h e S ta t e 
shall be discharged before the expirat ion of a period of twenty-five years in order t o 
conform wi th unexpired te rms of leaseholds the conditions of p a y m e n t by the set t ler 
to the S ta te m a y wi th t h e consent in writ ing of the Minister be varied t o the necessary 
ex ten t . A n y such variat ion shall no t however affect t h e under tak ing b y t h e S ta te t o 
p a y t o the Commonweal th the ins ta lments of in teres t and sinking fund as provided 
by clause six of th is Agreement . 

I N W I T N E S S whereof t h e said par t ies t o these presents have hereunto set the i r 
hands and seals t h e d a y and year above wr i t ten . 

S I G N E D S E A L E D AND D E L I V E R E D by 

for and on behalf of the Commonweal th 
in t h e presence of— 

S I G N E D S E A L E D AND D E L I V E R E D by 

for and on behalf of the S ta te in the 
presence of— 
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