
RIVER MURRAY WATERS. 

No. 20 of 1923. 

An Act to ratify an Agreement for the Variation of 
the Agreement entered into between the Pr ime 
Minister of the Common wealth and the Premiers 
of the States of New South Wales, Victoria, and 
South Australia, respecting the River Murray 
and Lake Victoria and other Waters, and for 
other purposes. 

[Assented to 1st September, 1923.] 
Preamble. W H E R E A S on the ninth day of September, One thousand nine 

hundred and fourteen, the Prime Minister of the Common
wealth of Australia, acting for and on behalf of the Commonwealth 
and the Premiers of the States of New South Wales, Victoria and 
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South Australia, acting for and on behalf of those States respectively, 
entered into an Agreement (in this Act referred to as " the said Agree
ment ") respecting the River Murray and Lake Victoria and other 
Waters subject to ratification by the Parl iament of the Commonwealth 
and the Parliaments of the said States : 

And whereas the Parliament of the Commonwealth and the Par
liaments of the said States have ratified and approved the said Agree
ment : 

And whereas the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
acting for and on behalf of the Commonwealth, and Responsible Minis
ters of the said States acting for and on behalf of those States respec
tively, have entered into an Agreement (in this Act referred to as 
" the amending Agreement ") to vary the said Agreement, subject to 
ratification by the Parl iament of the Commonwealth and the Parlia
ments of the said States : 

And whereas it is desirable to ratify and approve the amending 
Agreement : 

Be i t therefore enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
the Senate, and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Australia, as follows :— 

Short title and 
citation. 1.—(1.) This Act may be cited as the River Murray Waters Act 

1923. 

(2.) The River Murray Waters Act 1915 is in this Act referred to as 
the Principal Act. 

(3.) The Principal Act, as amended by this Act, may be cited as the 
River Murray Waters Act 1915-1923. 

Act to bind 
the Crown. 

2. This Act shall bind the Crown. 

Commencement. 3 . This Act shall commence on a day to be fixed by proclamation. 

Repeal. 4 . The River Murray Waters Act 1920 is hereby repealed. 

Ratification 
of amending 
Agreement. 

5 The amending Agreement, a copy of which is set out in section 
ten of this Act, is by this Act ratified and approved. 

Amendment 
of Preamble to 
Principal Act. 

6. The Preamble to the Principal Act is amended by omitting the 
word " S c h e d u l e " and inserting in its stead the words " F i r s t 
Schedule " . 

Definitions. 7. Section four of the Principal Act is amended by omitting from 
the definition of " T h e Agreement" the word " S c h e d u l e " and inserting 
in its stead the words " F i r s t Schedule, as amended by the Agreement, 
a copy of which is set out in the Second Schedule " . 

Authorised Version C1923A00020



1923. River Murray Waters. No. 20. 

Ratification 
of Agreement. 

8. Section five of the Principal Act is amended by inserting, after 
the word " A g r e e m e n t " , the words " , a copy of which is set out in the 
First Schedule,". 

First Schedule. 9. The Schedule to the Principal Act is amended by omitting the 
heading " T h e Schedule" and inserting in its stead the heading " T h e 
First Schedule " . 

Second 
Schedule. 

1 0 . The Principal Act is amended by adding at the end thereof 
the following Schedule :— 

" T H E SECOND SCHEDULE. 

T H E AMENDING AGREEMENT. 

A G R E E M E N T m a d e t h e t e n t h d a y of August One thousand nine hund red and 
twenty- th ree between t h e R igh t Honorable Stanley Melbourne Bruce Pr ime Minister 
of t h e Commonweal th of Aust ra l ia for and on behalf of t h e Commonweal th of t h e 
first p a r t t h e Honorab le Sir George Warbur ton Fuller K.C.M.G. Premier of the 
S ta t e of New Sou th Wales for and on behalf of t h a t S ta te of the second p a r t the 
Honorable H a r r y Suther land W i g h t m a n Lawson Premier of the S ta t e of Victoria 
for and on behalf of t h a t S t a t e of t h e th i rd p a r t a n d t h e Honorable Sir H e n r y 
Newman Barwell K.C.M.G. Premier of the S ta te of South Aust ra l ia for and on 
behalf of t h a t S ta te of t h e fourth p a r t : 

W H E R E A S on t h e n i n t h d a y of September One thousand nine hundred and fourteen 
a n Agreement was entered in to b y the P r ime Minister of t h e Commonweal th of Austra l ia 
and the Premiers of t h e Sta tes of New South Wales Victoria and Sou th Austra l ia 
with regard t o the economical use of t h e waters of t h e Rive r Mur ray and i ts t r ibutar ies 
for i r r igat ion and nav iga t ion a n d t o t h e reconciling of t h e interes ts of the Common
weal th and t h e said S ta tes which Agreement was ratified by the Pa r l i amen t of the 
Commonweal th of Aust ra l ia and t h e Par l i aments of the said S ta tes and which Agreement 
is hereinafter referred t o as t h e Principal A g r e e m e n t : 

A n d whereas a t Conferences between t h e Honorable Percy Gerald S tewar t Minister 
for Works a n d Rai lways of t h e Commonweal th of Austral ia t h e Honorab le Richard 
Thomas Ball Minister for Publ ic Works of t h e S ta t e of N e w South Wales t h e 
Honorable H e n r y Angus Assis tant Minister for W a t e r Supply of t h e S ta t e of Victoria 
a n d t h e Honorable J o h n George Bice Chief Secretary of the S ta te of Sou th Austra l ia 
held on the twen ty - th i rd twenty- four th and twenty-fifth days of May One thousand 
nine hundred and twen ty - th ree cer ta in resolutions were agreed to wi th a view to 
modifying cer ta in of t h e provisions of t h e Pr incipal A g r e e m e n t : 

Now i t is hereby fur ther agreed as follows :— 

I.—Ratification and Enforcement. 

Ratification. 1. This Agreement is subject t o ratification by the Par l i aments of the Commonweal th 
and of t h e S ta tes of N e w South Wales Victoria a n d South Aust ra l ia and shall come 
in to effect when so ratified. 

Submission to 
Parliament. 

2. The Contrac t ing Governments hereby agree to submi t th i s Agreement for 
ratification t o the respect ive Par l i aments of the Commonweal th and of the said 
Sta tes dur ing the presen t session of a n y such Pa r l i amen t or if a n y such P a r l i a m e n t 
is n o t in session a t t h e da t e of th i s Agreement then a t t h e first session of such 
Pa r l i amen t held after t h e da t e of th i s Agreement . 

Contracting 
Governments 
to provide for 
enforcement of 
Agreement and 
Acts. 

3. E a c h of the Cont rac t ing Governments so far as i ts jur isdict ion ex tends and so 
far as i t m a y be necessary shall provide for or secure the execut ion and enforcement 
of the provisions of th is Agreement and a n y Acts rat ifying t h e same. 

Incorporation 
in Principal 
Agreement. 

4. On and after the da t e of ratification of this Agreement t h e Principal Agreement 
shall be read and construed as if the amendment s made there in by th i s Agreement 
were incorpora ted therein . 

I I . — A m e n d m e n t of Principal Agreement. 
5. Clause 6 of the Pr inc ipa l Agreement is amended by insert ing after the word Quorum. 

'and' (first occurring) the words 'subject to clause 44 of this Agreement'. 
C.15058.—6 
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T H E SECOND SCHEDULE—cont inued. 
Responsibility 
for construction. 

6. Clause 21 of the Principal Agreement is amended— 
(a) by inserting after the word 'Went worth' (first occurring) the words 

' ( excep t ing t h e weir a n d lock t o be const ructed on the River Murray 
below its junc t ion wi th t h e River Dar l ing by t h e Government of New 
South Wales or by the Government of Victoria or b y bo th those Govern

ments jointly)'; and 
(6) by inserting after the words 'River Darling' (last occurring) the words 

' a n d one weir a n d lock below the said junct ion . ' 

Precedence of 
irrigation works. 

7. After clause 24 of t h e Pr incipal Agreement t h e following clause is inser ted :— 
' 2 4 A . The const ruct ion of works provided for in this Agreement which 

will provide for t h e needs of i rr igat ion shall have precedence over t h e con
s t ruc t ion of a n y such works which will be pr imar i ly for t h e requirements of 
navigat ion. ' 

Tolls. 8. Clause 42 of the Pr incipal Agreement is amended b y omi t t ing t h e words ' Con
t rac t ing Governments in t h e propor t ions set ou t in clause th i r ty - two of this Agree
m e n t ' and inser t ing in the i r s tead t h e words ' S t a t e Contrac t ing Governments in 
equa l propor t ions t o be used by t h e m towards the cost of lock-keeping and the 
main tenance of naviga t ion works cons t ruc ted unde r th i s Agreement . ' 

Postponement 
of operation 
of clauses 45 
to 51. 

9. Clause 44 of the Pr incipal Agreement is amended— 
(a) by omi t t ing the word ' s e v e n ' and inser t ing in i t s s tead the word ' t w e l v e ' ; a n d 

(b) by add ing a t t h e end thereof t h e words ' U n t i l clauses forty-five to fifty-one 
inclusive of this Agreement t ake effect t he Commission m a y from t ime to 
t ime determine by a three-fourths major i ty t h e a m o u n t of water to be 
allowed to pass for supply t o South Aust ra l ia . ' 

Differences 
to be referred 
to Arbitration. 

10. Clause 58 of the Pr incipal Agreement is amended— 
(a) by inserting after the word 'business' the words ' or in the case of a 
question to be determined under clause 44 of this Agreement if the 

Commissioners are equally divided, ' ; and 
(b) by inserting after the word ' Commissioners ' (second occurring) the words 
' or in the case of a question to be determined under clause 44 of this 

Agreement a t least three of the Commissioners." 
Share of the 
Commonwealth 
in cost of 
works. 

11. No twi ths tand ing any th ing contained in clause 32 of the Pr incipal Agreement 
the Commonweal th Government agrees to increase t o one quar t e r the propor t ion of 
the cost of carrying ou t the works ment ioned in clause 20 of the Pr incipal Agreement 
to be borne by the Commonweal th Government and for the purposes of clauses 34, 36 
and 37 of t h e Principal Agreement t h e cost of carrying ou t t h e said works shall be 
deemed t o be borne by the Contract ing Governments in equal shares. 

The provisions of this clause are agreed t o by t h e Commonweal th Government 
upon t h e unders tand ing t h a t i t is the in tent ion to car ry ou t the Principal Agree
m e n t subject to such modifications thereof as are made by this Agreement or are a t 
a n y t ime mutua l ly agreed upon by all the Contract ing Governments . 

I N W I T N E S S W H E R E O F the said par t ies to these presents have hereunto set their 
hands and seals the day a n d year first above-wri t ten. 

Signed sealed and delivered b y the above-named 
Stanley Melbourne Bruce in the presence 

of— 
P. G. STEWART 

S. M. B R U C E . (L.S.) 

Signed sealed and delivered by the above-named 
George W a r b u r t o n Fuller in t h e presence 
of— 

R. T. B A L L 

G E O R G E W. F U L L E R . (L.S.) 

Signed sealed and delivered by t h e above-named 
H a r r y Suther land W i g h t m a n Lawson in 

the presence of— 
HENRY ANGUS 

H . S. W. LAWSON. (L.S.) 

Signed sealed and delivered by t h e above 
n a m e d H e n r y N e w m a n Barwell in the 
presence of— 

J O H N G. B I C E 

H . N . B A R W E L L ( L . S . ) " 
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