
QUARANTINE. 

No. 47 of 1920. 

A n Ac t to a m e n d t h e Quarantine Act 1908-1915. 

[ A s s e n t e d to 2nd December , 1920.] 

BE i t e n a c t e d b y t h e K i n g ' s Mos t E x c e l l e n t Majes ty , t h e S e n a t e , 
a n d t h e H o u s e of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h of 

Aus t r a l i a , a s f o l l o w s : — 

Short title and 
citation. 

1.—(1.) T h i s A c t m a y b e c i ted as t h e Quarantine Act 1920. 
(2.) T h e Quarantine Act 1908-1915 is in t h i s A c t re fe r red t o as 

t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t . 
(3.) T h e P r i n c i p a l Ac t , a s a m e n d e d b y t h i s Ac t , m a y b e c i t ed 

a s t h e Quarantine Act 1908-1920 . 

Power to 
supersede 
Quarantine 
measures 
under State 
Acts. 

2 . Af ter sec t ion t w o of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t t h e following sec t ion 
is i n s e r t e d : — 

" 2 A . — ( 1 . ) W h e n e v e r t h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l is satisfied t h a t a n 
e m e r g e n c y ex i s t s w h i c h m a k e s i t necessa ry t o d o so, h e m a y , b y p ro ­
c l a m a t i o n , dec la re t h a t a n y or al l m e a s u r e s of q u a r a n t i n e p resc r ibed 
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N o . 47 . Quarantine. 1920. 

b y or u n d e r a n y S t a t e A c t sha l l , for s u c h pe r iod a s is specified in t h e 
p r o c l a m a t i o n , cease t o h a v e effect, a n d s u c h m e a s u r e sha l l t h e r e u p o n 
cease t o h a v e effect a c c o r d i n g l y . 

" ( 2 . ) T h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l m a y a t a n y t i m e r evoke or v a r y a n y 
s u c h p r o c l a m a t i o n . " 

Definitions. 3 . Sec t ion five of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t i s a m e n d e d — 

(a) by inserting therein, after the definition of "goods", the 
following definition:— 

" ' L a n d i n g p l a c e ' m e a n s a n y p lace dec l a r ed b y proc la ­
m a t i o n t o b e a l a n d i n g p lace for vessels e n g a g e d in 
n a v i g a t i o n b y a i r : " ; a n d 

(b) by omitting from the definition of "Vessel" the words "used 
in navigation" and inserting in their stead the words 

" o r vehic le u s e d i n n a v i g a t i o n b y sea or a i r " . 

Repeal of s. 8. 4 . Sec t ion e igh t of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is r epea l ed . 

Temporary 
officers. 

5 . Sec t ion e i g h t A of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d b y a d d i n g a t t h e 
e n d of sub - sec t ion (3.) thereof t h e w o r d s " w h o shal l himself a lso 
h a v e all t h e p o w e r s of a Q u a r a n t i n e Officer o r a Chief Q u a r a n t i n e 
Officer u n d e r t h i s A c t or R e g u l a t i o n s " . 

Temporary 
Quarantine 
Officers. 

6 . Af te r sec t ion n i n e of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t t h e fol lowing sec t ion is 
i n s e r t e d : — 

" 9 A . — ( 1 . ) T h e Min i s t e r m a y a p p o i n t t e m p o r a r y Q u a r a n t i n e Officers 
for s u c h p e r i o d as h e t h i n k s n e c e s s a r y . 

" ( 2 . ) T e m p o r a r y Q u a r a n t i n e Officers shal l , for t h e p e r i o d of t he i r 
a p p o i n t m e n t , h a v e al l t h e p o w e r s of a Q u a r a n t i n e Officer a p p o i n t e d 
u n d e r t h e l a s t p r e c e d i n g sec t ion . 

" ( 3 . ) A n y a p p o i n t m e n t m a d e i n p u r s u a n c e of t h i s sec t ion sha l l 
n o t confer o n t h e a p p o i n t e e a n y r i g h t or c l a im t o b e p e r m a n e n t l y 
a p p o i n t e d t o t h e p o s i t i o n . " . 

Revocation of 
delegation. 

7 . Af te r s ec t ion t e n of t h e P r i n c i p a l Ac t t h e following sec t ion is 
i n s e r t e d : — 

" 1 0 A . E v e r y d e l e g a t i o n b y t h e M i n i s t e r shal l b e r e v o c a b l e in 
w r i t i n g a t will a n d n o d e l e g a t i o n sha l l p r e v e n t t h e exerc ise of a n y 
p o w e r b y t h e M i n i s t e r . " . 

Proclamation 
of ports of 
entry, &c. 

8 . S e c t i o n t h i r t e e n of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d — 

(a) by inserting in sub-section (1.) thereof, after paragraph (a), 
the following paragraph:— 

"(aa) dec l a r e a n y p l a c e or a r e a in A u s t r a l i a t o b e a 
l a n d i n g p l a c e for vessels e n g a g e d i n n a v i g a t i o n b y 
a i r ; " ; a n d 

(b) by inserting in paragraph (d) of sub-section (1.) thereof, after 
the word "containing", the words", or likely to contain.". 
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Disinfecting 
apparatus to 
be carried on 
vessels. 

9 . Sec t ion fifteen A of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d b y i n se r t i ng 
in sub-sec t ion (1.) thereof, a f ter t h e w o r d s " i n t r o d u c t i o n i n t o " , t h e 
words " or s p r e a d w i t h i n " . 

Cleansing, &c. 
of vessels. 

1 0 . Sec t ion s ix t een of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d — 

(a) by inserting after the words "vessel to be" the words 
"cleansed, disinfected,"; and 
(6) by omitting the words "and insects" and inserting in their 
stead the words "insects, or disease agents". 

Landing plates 
for aircraft. 

1 1 . Af ter sec t ion t w e n t y of t h e P r inc ipa l A c t t h e fol lowing sec t ion 
is i n s e r t e d : — 

" 2 0 A , T h e m a s t e r of a n y oversea vessel e n g a g e d i n n a v i g a t i o n 
b y a i r shal l n o t , un less f rom s t r e s s of w e a t h e r or o t h e r r e a s o n a b l e 
cause , suffer t h e vessel t o l a n d in Aus t r a l i a a t a n y p l ace o t h e r t h a n 
a l and ing p lace . 

P e n a l t y : F i v e h u n d r e d p o u n d s . " 

Quarantine 
signals on 
vessels. 

1 2 . Sec t ion t w e n t y - o n e of t h e P r inc ipa l A c t is a m e n d e d — 

(a) by omitting from paragraph (a) thereof the words "hoist the 
quarantine signal at the mainmast head of" and inserting 

in the i r s t e a d t h e words " d i s p l a y t h e q u a r a n t i n e s igna l 
o n " ; 

(b) b y o m i t t i n g from p a r a g r a p h (a) thereof t h e w o r d " a n d " ; 
(c) by omitting from paragraph (b) thereof the words "hoisted 
at the mainmast head of" and inserting in their stead the 

w o r d s " d i s p l a y e d o n " ; a n d 
(d) by inserting after paragraph (b) thereof the following para­
graph:— 

" ; a n d 
(c) in t h e case of a vessel engaged i n n a v i g a t i o n b y a i r , 

d i sp lay a n d k e e p d i sp l ayed t h e p resc r ibed s igna l . " . 

Notification 
of outbreak of 
disease on a 
vessel. 

1 3 . Sec t ion t w e n t y - t w o of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d b y 
o m i t t i n g f rom sub-sec t ion (1.) thereof t h e w o r d s — 

"(b) h o i s t t h e q u a r a n t i n e s ignal a t t h e m a i n m a s t h e a d of t h e 
vessel , a n d k e e p i t so ho i s t ed u n t i l h e is a u t h o r i z e d b y a 
Q u a r a n t i n e Officer t o t a k e i t d o w n or u n t i l t h e vessel is 

released from quarantine." 
and inserting in their stead the words— 

" ( b ) d i sp lay t h e q u a r a n t i n e s igna l o n h i s vessel , a n d k e e p i t so 
d i sp l ayed u n t i l h e is a u t h o r i z e d b y a Q u a r a n t i n e Officer 
t o r e m o v e i t or u n t i l t h e vessel is re leased f rom q u a r a n t i n e . " . 

Signal. 14. Sec t ion t w e n t y - t h r e e of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d b y 
in se r t i ng , a f ter t h e w o r d " p r e s c r i b e d " , t h e w o r d s " a n d shal l b e 
d i s p l a y e d i n t h e p re sc r ibed m a n n e r " . 
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Unauthorized 
person not to 
board vessel. 

1 5 . Sec t ion t w e n t y - f o u r of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d b y o m i t t i n g 
t h e w o r d s " w h i l e t h e q u a r a n t i n e s igna l is ho i s t ed t h e r e o n " a n d 
inse r t ing in t h e i r s t e a d t h e words " s u b j e c t t o q u a r a n t i n e o r whi le 
t h e q u a r a n t i n e s ignal is d i sp l ayed on t h e v e s s e l " . 

Landing ground 
for vessels. 

1 6 . Sec t ion t w e n t y - s i x A of t h e P r inc ipa l A c t is a m e n d e d b y 
inse r t ing in sub-sec t ion (1.) thereof, af ter t h e w o r d " g r o u n d " , t h e 
words " o r l a n d i n g p lace " . 

Penalty for 
non-delivery 
of bill of 
health. 

1 7 . Sec t ion t w e n t y - s e v e n A of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d b y 
a d d i n g a t t h e e n d thereof t h e w o r d s " P e n a l t y : F i f t y p o u n d s . " 

Vessel having 
communicable 
disease on 
board. 

1 8 . Sec t ion th i r ty- f ive A of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d — 

(a) by omitting from sub-section (3.) thereof the words "on 
which he arrives in Australia"; 

(b) b y o m i t t i n g f rom sub-sec t ion (4.) thereof t h e w o r d s " u p o n 
wh ich h e a r r ives in A u s t r a l i a " ; a n d 

(c) by adding at the end thereof the following sub-section:— 
"(5.) When a Quarantine Officer has given a certificate in pur­

s u a n c e of sub-sec t ion (1.) of t h i s sec t ion , t h e m a s t e r of t h e vessel sha l l 
n o t knowing ly or neg l igen t ly a l low a n y pe r son suffering f rom, o r su s ­
p e c t e d t o b e suffering from, t h e d isease , o r w h o h a s been exposed t o 
infect ion f rom t h e d isease , t o q u i t t h e vessel . 

P e n a l t y : F i v e h u n d r e d p o u n d s . " . 

Performance 
of quarantine 
by persons. 

1 9 . Sec t ion forty-five of t h e P r inc ipa l A c t is a m e n d e d — 
(a) by inserting at the end of sub-section (2.) thereof the words 
"or imprisonment for three months"; and 
(b) by omitting sub-section (4.) thereof and inserting in its stead 
the following sub-section:— 

" ( 4 . ) A n y p e r s o n s u b j e c t t o q u a r a n t i n e sha l l b e u n d e r q u a r a n t i n e 
surve i l lance a n d shal l c o m p l y w i t h t h e r egu la t ions r e l a t ing t o q u a r a n t i n e 
surve i l l ance . 

P e n a l t y : O n e h u n d r e d p o u n d s o r i m p r i s o n m e n t for t h r e e m o n t h s . " . 

Penalty for 
unauthorized 
landing of 
animals, Ac. 

2 0 . Sec t ion fifty-two of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t i s a m e n d e d b y a d d i n g 
a t t h e e n d thereof t h e w o r d s " P e n a l t y : O n e h u n d r e d p o u n d s . " . 

Power to 
destroy 
diseased plants. 

2 1 . Sec t ion fifty-eight of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d — 

(a) by inserting after the word "plants" (first occurring) the 
words "or goods"; 
(b) by inserting after the word "disease" (first occurring) the 
words "or with any noxious insect or any pest,"; 
(c) by inserting after the word "disease" (second occurring) 
the words "or with any noxious insect or any pest,"; 

a n d 
(d) b y o m i t t i n g t h e words " a n y d i seased p l a n t , o r con­

t a m i n a t e d a r t i c le " . 
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Liability of 
owner or agent 
for expenses of 
quarantine. 

2 2 . S e c t i o n f i f ty-nine of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d — 

(a) by omitting from paragraph (c) of sub-section (1.) thereof the 
word "and"; 
(b) by inserting, after paragraph (d) of sub-section (1.) thereof, 
the following paragraphs:— 

" ( e ) t h e p rov i s ion of s u c h m e d i c a l , n u r s i n g a n d o t h e r 
a t t e n d a n c e on t h e vesse l a n d a t t h e q u a r a n t i n e 
s t a t i o n for or in r e s p e c t of t h e vesse l a s t h e 
Min i s t e r cons ide r s n e c e s s a r y ; a n d 

"( f) t h e p rov i s ion of s u c h l a u n c h a n d p a t r o l services 
a n d s u c h supe rv i s ion as t h e M i n i s t e r cons iders 
neces sa ry t o e n s u r e t h e sa t i s f ac to ry pe r fo rm­
a n c e of q u a r a n t i n e b y t h e vessel a n d t h e 
p e r s o n s a n d goods t h e r e o n , " ; a n d 

(c) by adding at the end of sub-section (2.) thereof the following 
provisos:— 

" P r o v i d e d t h a t t h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l m a y d i r e c t t h a t , as r e g a r d s 
a n y vessel t r a d i n g exc lus ive ly b e t w e e n A u s t r a l i a n p o r t s or A u s t r a l i a 
a n d N e w Z e a l a n d or F i j i , or o t h e r p laces a d j a c e n t t o A u s t r a l i a , t h e 
e x p e n s e s of c a r r y i n g o u t a n y r e spons ib i l i t y u n d e r t h i s sec t ion shal l b e 
b o r n e b y t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h , a n d , u p o n t h e i ssue of such d i r e c t i o n , 
t h e m a s t e r , owne r a n d a g e n t of a n y vesse l t o w h i c h t h e d i r e c t i o n 
r e l a t e s sha l l b e e x e m p t from l i ab i l i ty for t h e expenses of c a r r y i n g o u t 
t h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y : 

" P r o v i d e d f u r t h e r t h a t t h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l m a y d i r ec t t h a t t h e 
e x p e n s e s of o v e r l a n d p a s s e n g e r s a r i s ing o u t of q u a r a n t i n e r e g u l a t i o n s 
m a y b e b o r n e b y t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h . " . 

Liability for 
costs of 
disinfection, 
&c. 

2 3 . Sec t ion fifty-nine A of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d b y in­
s e r t i ng af ter t h e w o r d " c o s t s " t h e w o r d s " o f r e m o v a l of ca rgo or 
goods f rom t h e vessel , a n d c o s t s " . 

Quarantine 
expenses in 
case of animals 
and plants. 

2 4 Sec t ion s i x t y - f o u r of t h e P r i n c i p a l Ac t is a m e n d e d — 

(a) by inserting in sub-section (1.) thereof after the word 
"surveillance" the words "and the expenses connected 

w i t h t h e r e m o v a l , d i sposa l , a n d d e s t r u c t i o n of a n y 
a n i m a l s , p l a n t s or goods o r d e r e d t o be d e s t r o y e d in 
p u r s u a n c e of t h i s A c t " ; a n d 

(b) by adding at the end of sub-section (1.) thereof the words 
''or may be recovered as provided in this Part of this 

A c t . " . 

Persons may 
be vaccinated. 2 5 . Sec t ion seven ty- f ive of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d — 

(a) by omitting from sub-section (1.) thereof the words "in the 
case of small-pox"; 
(b) by inserting in sub-section (1.) thereof after the. word "vacci­
nated" (first occurring) the words "or inoculated with 

a n y p r o p h y l a c t i c or c u r a t i v e v acc i n e " ; 
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(c) b y i n se r t i ng af ter t h e w o r d " v a c c i n a t e d " (wherever e lsewhere 
in t h e sec t ion occur r ing) t h e w o r d s " o r i n o c u l a t e d " ; a n d 

(d) by inserting in sub-section (2.) thereof after the word "vacci­
nation" the words "or inoculation". 

Bribing, 
assaulting, 
obstructing, or 
intimidating 
officers. 

2 6 . Sec t i on e igh ty -one of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d — 

(a) b y o m i t t i n g t h e w o r d " i n d i c t a b l e " ; 
(b) by omitting the words "Penalty: Three years' imprison­
ment."; and 

(c) b y a d d i n g a t t h e e n d thereof , t h e fol lowing sub - sec t ions :— 

" ( 2 . ) A n offence a g a i n s t t h i s sec t ion m a y be p r o s e c u t e d 
e i t h e r s u m m a r i l y or u p o n i n d i c t m e n t , b u t a n offender sha l l n o t 
b e l iable t o be p u n i s h e d m o r e t h a n once in r e spec t of t h e s a m e 
offence. 

" ( 3 . ) T h e p u n i s h m e n t for a n offence a g a i n s t t h i s sec t ion 
shal l b e as f o l l o w s : — 

(a) if t h e offence is p r o s e c u t e d s u m m a r i l y — a fine n o t 
exceed ing O n e h u n d r e d p o u n d s or i m p r i s o n m e n t for a 
t e r m n o t exceed i n g s ix m o n t h s , or b o t h ; 

(b) if the offence is prosecuted upon indictment—imprison­
ment for a term not exceeding three years.". 

Averment of 
prosecution 
sufficient. 

2 7 . Af ter sec t ion e igh ty - s ix c of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t t h e following 
sec t ions a r e i n s e r t e d : — 

" 8 6 D . I n e v e r y p r o s e c u t i o n for a n offence a g a i n s t t h i s A c t or t h e 
r e g u l a t i o n s t h e a v e r m e n t of t h e p r o s e c u t o r c o n t a i n e d in t h e infor­
m a t i o n shal l , in t h e absence of proof t o t h e c o n t r a r y , b e d e e m e d t o b e 
p r o v e d . 

Penalty in 
cases not 
specially 
provided. 

" 8 6 E . A n y p e r s o n w h o c o m m i t s a n offence a g a i n s t t h i s A c t , for 
w h i c h n o p e n a l t y is p r o v i d e d , shal l b e l iable u p o n conv ic t ion t o a 
p e n a l t y n o t exceed ing O n e h u n d r e d p o u n d s . " . 

Regulations. 2 8 . Sec t ion e igh ty - s even of t h e P r i n c i p a l A c t is a m e n d e d — 

(a) by omitting, from paragraph (q), the word "and " at the end 
thereof; 
(b) by omitting, from paragraph (r), the word "and" at the end 
thereof; 

(c) b y inser t ing , a f ter p a r a g r a p h (s) , t h e fol lowing p a r a g r a p h s : — 

"(t) for r e g u l a t i n g for t h e p u r p o s e s of t h i s A c t a n d t h e 
Regulations, navigation by air; 

(u) requiring and prescribing reports from vessels by 
radio-telegraphy; and 

(v) for regulating inter-state traffic and prescribing 
m e a s u r e s of q u a r a n t i n e in r e l a t i o n t o i n t e r - s t a t e 
traffic for t h e p r e v e n t i o n of t h e occur rence or s p r e a d 
of c o m m u n i c a b l e d i s e a s e s " ; a n d 
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(d) by adding at the end thereof the following sub-sections:— 
"(2.) Regulations made under paragraph (v) of the last preceding 

sub - sec t i on— 
(a) sha l l b e p u b l i s h e d in t h e Gazette; 

(b) shall come into force only in pursuance of an order made by 
the Minister; 
(c) shall be in force in such State, Territory, place, area or 
locality within the Commonwealth as the Minister by 

o rde r d i r e c t s ; a n d 
(d) shall remain in force for such time as is specified in the order, 

but may from time to time, by a further order, be renewed 
for a f u r t h e r specified p e r i o d for t h e s a m e loca l i ty or p a r t 
thereof . 

" ( 3 . ) A n y o rde r m a d e by t h e Min i s t e r in p u r s u a n c e of t h e l a s t 
p r eced ing sub - sec t ion sha l l se t fo r th t h e r e g u l a t i o n s t o wh ich t h e 
o r d e r r e l a t e s . " . 
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