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TELEGRAPH. 

No. 9  o f 1909 . 

An Ac t relatin g t o Telegraphi c Communicatio n i n 
Time o f Emergency . 

[Assented t o 30t h October , 1909. ] 

BE i t enacte d b y th e King’ s Mos t Excellen t Majesty , th e Senate , 
and th e Hous e o f Representative s o f th e Commonwealt h o f 

Australia, a s follows: — 
S h o r t title . 1. Thi s Ac t ma y b e cite d a s th e Telegraph Act 1909 . 
Definitions. 2 . I n thi s Act , unles s th e contrary intentio n appears — 

“ E m e r g e n c y ” means an y emergenc y i n th e natur e o f wa r o r 
danger o f w a r : 

“Submarine c a b l e ” means an y submarin e cabl e use d or capabl e 
of bein g use d fo r telegraphi c o r telephoni c purposes , an d 
includes al l stations , instruments , lan d wires , an d appliance s 
used i n connexio n wit h an y submarin e cab le : 

“This A c t” includes th e regulation s unde r thi s A c t : 
“Wireless t e l e g r a p h ” includes al l stations , instruments , an d 

appliances use d i n connexio n wit h wireles s telegraph y o r 
te lephony: 

“Wireless t e l e g r a p h y ” includes al l system s o f t ransmit t in g a n d 
receiving telegraphi c o r telephoni c message s b y mean s o f 
electricity withou t a  continuou s metalli c connexio n betwee n 
the transmitte r an d th e receiver . 

Power t o assum e 
control o f 
cables an d 
w i r e l e s s 
telegraphs. 

3.—(1.) Th e Governor-Genera l may , wheneve r an y emergenc y ha s 
arisen which , i n hi s opinion , render s i t desirabl e i n th e public interes t 
so to do, authorize any officer of the Commonwealth to take possession 
or control of any submarine cable or any wireless telegraph 
or telephone . 

(2.) An y office r s o authorized , an d an y perso n actin g unde r hi s 
authority, ma y tak e possessio n o r contro l o f th e submarin e cabl e 
or wireles s telegrap h o r telephone , an d ma y continu e i n possessio n 
or contro l thereo f fo r suc h perio d a s th e Governor-Genera l think s 
fit t o direct . 

(3.) N o perso n shal l obstruc t o r hinde r an y office r s o authorized , 
or an y perso n actin g unde r hi s authority , i n th e exercis e o f an y 
power unde r thi s Act . 
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Regulations. 4 . Th e Governor-Genera l ma y mak e regulations , no t inconsisten t 
with thi s Act , prescribin g al l matter s an d thing s whic h ar e necessar y 
or convenien t t o b e prescribe d fo r carryin g ou t o r givin g effec t t o 
this Act , an d i n particula r fo r regulatin g an d controlling telegraphi c 
or telephoni c communicatio n i n time s o f emergenc y b y mean s o f 
submarine cable s o r wireles s telegraph y o r telephony . 
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